K31 Voice Of Worild- VOW

Yoiceof Porld
Opinion y 4

NOVEMBER 2024

From Gaza to Baghdad: Israel’s War Could Expand to Iraq

he relationship between Israel and

Iran has been characterized by vit-

riol and brinksmanship for decades.
But the past year has raised the tempera-
ture to new heights. Following Iran’s an-
ticipated attack on Israel on 1 October, in
response to the killing of Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh, when Tehran fired over 200
missiles at Israel, the opening of an Iraqi
front underscores how Iran’s regional allies
are intensifying pressure on Israel. Israel’s
retaliatory strike on Iran is the latest in a
series of escalatory steps many fear could
bring the region to wider war. Iran has thus
far taken a measured response to the strike,
downplaying its damage and significance.
As military conflicts and civil wars in the
Middle East intensify—and as the actors
involved grow to include a complex array of
states, armed groups, and militias-diplomatic efforts to end these
hostilities have repeatedly faltered. The region is now plagued by
immense human suffering and catastrophic material and moral
losses, pushing it to the edge of collapse. This dangerous trajec-
tory threatens the collective stability, peace, and development of
the Middle East and risks extending a war of attrition with no
clear end in sight. Several critical factors have driven the region
to this precipice, with Egypt and Jordan caught in the middle.
Identifying and analyzing these factors may help find a path to-
ward recovery, with Cairo and Amman as key leaders. As fears
of an all-out war between Israel and Iran mount, it is
clear that the United States is backing its longtime ally,
Israel. But how much of an impact could Iran’s regional
allies play in a war between the two? Over the past year,
Yemen's Houthis have launched regular attacks on Is-
raeli-linked vessels in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and
the Bab al-Mandeb Strait, in solidarity with Palestinians
and in protest against Israel’s war on Gaza. The protract-
ed war in Gaza has resulted in a substantial humanitar-
ian crisis, with a reported 49,870 Palestinian fatalities in
the past year, including approximately 19,000 children.
In the past year in the Gaza Strip, Israel has bombed
more than 90,000 targets on civilians, Despite interna-
tional condemnation for its actions, Israel has expand-
ed its military operations, targeting Lebanon, Syria, and
Yemen. Furthermore, around 100,000 individuals have
been wounded, and over 10,000 are presumed dead be-
neath the rubble, according to health authorities in the
enclave. The war has led to the forced displacement of
approximately 1.9 million people, accounting for 90%
of the population, with many experiencing multiple dis-
placements. Additionally, nearly half a million individuals face
catastrophic food insecurity, exacerbating the crisis. Israel’s in-
vasion of Rafah on May 6, 2023, despite international opposi-
tion, has resulted in the prolonged bombardment of the southern
Gaza city, which previously served as a refuge for approximately
1.4 million Palestinians fleeing Israeli airstrikes. As a result Israel
died own soldiers numbered were 5679 with Injured troops of
Israel numbered 14,576. The International Court of Justice (ICJ)
said Israel Must Prevent Genocidal Acts in Gaza. Since Israel as-
sassinated longtime Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in a mas-
sive air strike on a residential suburb of Beirut last week, plenty of
threats have been made across the region. Yemen’s Houthis and
armed groups in Iraq have continued to target Israel in a show of
deterrence, amid escalation between Tel Aviv and Tehran. Irag,
hitherto experiencing a period of relative calm since the Amer-
ican invasion, may soon become the Middle East’s next battle-
ground. The recent deployment of drones by Iraqi militia against
Israel on November 8th heralds a ominous escalation. The aerial
defenses of Israel failed repelled the attack launched by al-Nuja-
ba, vowed big surprises in the coming days in both Hebrew and
Arabic. The recent attack by Israel on Iran has brought the two
nations to the brink of an all-out war. The conflict’s expansion
into Iraq is a growing concern, as Iranian officials might attempt
to use Iraq as a proxy to avoid retaliation. This move would allow
Iran to launch strikes on Israel with less risk, as Iraq’s proxim-
ity to Israel would reduce the time available for Israeli air de-
fenses to intercept the attack. The reasons behind Iran’s strategy
is that Iran’s leadership is facing a dilemma. On one hand, they
are not interested in a regional war, but on the other hand, they
cannot absorb the recent attack without retaliating. The Biden
administration will try to pressure Iran not to retaliate, empha-
sizing the defensive nature of the attack. However, this will be a
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challenging task, and the hours ahead will be crucial in determining
the outcome. As far as the Global Impact, the conflict’s expansion
into Iraq would have far-reaching consequences, affecting not only
the region but also global politics and economies. The international
community must closely monitor the situation and work towards a
peaceful resolution to avoid a catastrophic escalation. In conclusion,
the possibility of the Israel war expanding into Iraq is a growing con-
cern.

he conflict’s expansion into Iraq would have far-reaching con-

sequences, affecting regional and global politics and econo-

mies. The Iran-allied factions in Iraq have been perpetrating
missile and drone attacks on Israel since the commencement of the
war on Gaza. These assaults have resumed with renewed vigour fol-
lowing Israel’s escalation of the conflict with Hezbollah and Lebanon.
It is likely that these hostilities will persist for as long as both conflicts
continue to rage. The involvement of Iranian-backed militias in Iraq
in the Israel-Iran confrontation bespeaks Tehran’s strategic deploy-
ment of regional proxies to exert indirect pressure on Israel, thereby
avoiding direct military engagement. This tactic enables Iran to pros-
ecute its interests while minimizing the risk of a direct confrontation
with Israel. Militias such as Kataib Hezbollah and Asaib Ahl al-Haq
have launched numerous strikes on southern Israel and the occu-
pied Golan Heights. Although the physical damage wrought by these
attacks may be limited, they underscore the increasing capabilities
of these groups to penetrate Israel’s traditionally robust air defense
systems. This demonstrates Irans strategy of utilizing allies to apply
pressure on Israel. In the aftermath of the US-led invasion of Iraq
in 2003 and the ousting of Saddam Hussein, Iranian-backed militias
capitalized on the resulting power vacuum and gained significant
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influence over Irag’s political and security systems. Since 2014, the
Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF), also known as Hashd al-Shaabi
in Arabic, have evolved from a coalition of militias into an official
state apparatus. Over the past year, the PMF has deepened its ties
with Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), equipping
militias such as Kataib Hezbollah with advanced Iranian drone tech-
nology and missile systems. Many of these militias are equipped with
small arms, drones (UAVs), mortars, and rockets, as well as more
advanced ballistic and cruise missiles supplied by Iran. This has in-
creased their capacity to strike Israeli targets with greater precision.
While militias within the PMF have various interests - from inter-
nal affairs to directly confronting Israel - some factions may focus
on increasing the pressure on Israel. And with Iraqi militias show-
ing their growing capabilities, and Israel’s multi-front war showing
no signs of abating, Iraq could potentially be pulled deeper into an
escalating regional confrontation. Iraq’s government has sought to
avoid being caught up in the confrontation, with concerns it could
jeopardise its post-war stability and attempts to rebuild the country.
For now, however, there is no clear indication that Israel is planning
immediate military action in Iraq. These factions are more of a stra-
tegic nuisance to Israel rather than an immediate threat that would
prompt a large-scale response. Iraqi armed groups warned that US
bases in Iraq and the region would be targets if the US participates
in any retaliation against Iran or if Israel uses Iraqi airspace against
Tehran. Similarly, when it comes to US bases in the region, including
in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and the
use of Iranian airspace, Iran has warned that those states would be
considered to be complicit in an attack against Iran, and their critical
infrastructure would be targets as well. A key leverage point for Iran
and its allies are the oil facilities in the region. Iraqi armed groups
have been determined that if Israel launches a big attack - Israel
hasalso threatened to attack Iraq - that they would hit back as well,

including against oil facilities in the region. If the Persian Gulf
energy exports are disrupted in a substantial way, it will have
ramifications for the global oil market, for the global economy,
for Europe. Oil facilities have long been targets for all sides and
strikes on them can cause huge disruption. In September 2019,
the Houthis claimed drone attacks on two major oil facilities
owned by Saudi Aramco, Saudi Arabia’s state-owned oil giant, an
attack which the US blamed on Iran. In just one strike, 5 million
barrels a day of crude production had reportedly been affected,
about half of Saudi Arabia’s production, or 5 percent of global oil
supply. Today, Israel made the Middle East as a battleground, who
attacked in multiple military confrontations in pursuit of the total
defeat of Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran’s proxies in Syria, Iraq, and
Yemen. Concurrently, Israel’s aims to fully dismantle the two-state
solution—the foundation of all agreements between Israel and
Palestine, guaranteed by international and Arab stakeholders—
and to deny the Palestinian people’s right to establish an inde-
pendent state. Moreover, Israel seeks to shift the regional balance
of power in its favor against Iran by exerting military pressure
to freeze Iran’s nuclear program, restrict its military capabilities,
and diminish its regional influence through the dismantling of its
armed network. The Middle East is also a battleground for mili-
tary responses from Hamas, Hezbollah, and other militias aimed
at countering Israeli actions, alongside limited military reactions
from Iran, which has been keen to avoid direct involvement in the
regional conflict. This network serves the primary strategic ob-
jective of safeguarding the security of the Iranian regime, defend-
ing its advanced nuclear and military capabilities, and deterring
regional threats from adversaries such as Israel and the United
States. Iran aims to achieve this objective without fully en-
gaging in the war, maintaining a stance of calculated esca-
lation against Israel.

he possibility of the entire region being dragged

into a conflict that could lead to widespread vio-

lence and destruction remains the most dangerous
of all threats. As a result of these battlegrounds, Egypt and
Jordan, the two Arab states bordering the Palestinian ter-
ritories, are confronted with significant threats to their
national security and their regional roles. Both countries
advocate for dialogue, diplomacy, and negotiation as the
sole means to resolve wars and conflicts, and both aim to
foster security and stability in the region. This is a particu-
larly terrifying threat to both Egypt and Jordan, especially
as they face dangers on multiple fronts. Egypt is grappling
with challenges in the south due to the civil war in Su-
dan, heightened tensions at the southern entrance to the
Red Sea, issues in the Horn of Africa with Ethiopia over

to the west. Similarly, Jordan confronts threats from the

north, where widespread smuggling operations from Syr-
ia and a deteriorating security situation present significant risk,
and from the east, where Shia militias exploit Iraqi territory amid
a calculated escalation between Israel and Iran. Such a regional
landscape—taking shape at a moment when the Middle East has
yet to recover from the economic, social, and political crises of
the past decade, with the Gulf being the only exception—places
immense pressure on Egypt and Jordan, both of which advocate
for peace, dialogue, diplomacy, and negotiation as their prima-
ry means of engaging with their immediate and extended neigh-
borhoods. Cairo and Amman oppose nearly all of Israel’s current
actions and reject the abrogation of the two-state solution. They
also disapprove of Iran’s regional activities, particularly its focus
on defending its own national security while both blatantly dis-
regarding the sovereignty and security of countries such as Leb-
anon, Syria, Irag, and Yemen and effectively pushing Palestinian
factions into a precarious situation from which Tehran has dis-
tanced itself. At this critical juncture, Egypt and Jordan view with
great concern both the Israeli military incursions and Iran’s mil-
itary pursuits. Their apprehension stems not only from a refusal
to engage in a dangerous arms race but also from the recognition
that the militarization of regional conflicts undermines their stra-
tegic commitment to peace as a viable path forward. The Pales-
tinian have the right to rebuild their lives in a safe place and with
dignity. Anything else, that is to say continuing to prioritise inter-
ests over rights, is unacceptable, essentially because renouncing
our common humanity can only be synonymous with barbarism.
The international community must closely monitor the situation
and work towards a peaceful resolution to avoid catastrophic
escalation. Entering Iraq into the War would have devastating
consequences for the region and the world. It’s essential for the
international community to come together and work towards a
peaceful resolution to avoid a full-scale war.
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bt lewed oo i Lizatiiom in s Bety can
be pudged by entering their prisora.
A true phcbure of ke state of the jus-
e sysbarm anul the administration
of justice will energe from the fendtion og
of the court: and the numbser of cases pendd-
ng. Paldstan’s posd-codontal legal syitem s
odd -fashioned, facing odern challonges and
failing to meed the counlTy’s growing needs
for ghobal integraticn, relishle trade tram-
acithors and pastice for the commmon man. &
Frasnewerk fof begal and pudicial relorma war-
gently néeeded to onsure infernal prace and
Barmony. A repoet by the World Jusiice Pro-
Ject’s Rule of Law Index 2020 shows thai Pa-
Iﬂhnh-q‘&rhﬁdpﬂ:hrmh‘mn
tries bm Serms of it adherence to the rade of
brw, ranfced § %306 ook of 159, Eren in Sowth
Asla, Pakistank position i second only toe
kst Mepal, Srl Lanka, India, has
all performed bctier than Pakivan in the male
of brw while only Afghanistas is Hmibed un-
dev Paldstan in the region. Fifty-three thou-
sans cases are pendiing in the Sapreme Cosrt.
about S00.000 caves in five high cowrts and
aboust 2.2 million cases are peruling n fous
provinces and the ate capital scconding 1o
the Palistan Lo and fustbce Commilision.
COrver the paat five years, the nismber of cases
peoding in the Supreme Couurt has meore than
four time 1o reach the highest level in the last
Hoyears. In X%, the number of pending cas-
s v | LTHL There ore curvently 2,159,655
caded pennding bn Pakistand coarts which are
being heard or will be heard by 1067 padges
i the country. Oull of these, in several cai-
ﬂ,lhtpiﬂih:lﬂtlmru:ﬂlnifuﬂ
their descemdants are now socking remoedy
from the cours. bn district and high courts
across the country, 1045 posts of jadges
B vagaml waiting to be Elled. The Sspreme
Conait of Palatsn has 1o hear 53,138 pend-
ing cases with a tolal srength of 17 pudges.
of wiich one post B vecant. The Feders] Sha.
flat Comrl. afi the olber baind, hai 178 pend-
g cases ondy. The khmabad High Coart
(IHC bhas only one vacancy for a judge keft
to be flled while be nember of s
ei currently amsourd o 16374 The district
and sewions oo of liksmabad have 51 549
prodifg cases with & sanctioned stremgth of
102 judges. OF these, 70 are working while
33 sealy ane vacant As (ar s the provincial
breakdown s concerned. the Lahore High
Coun { LHC bua g sencticned strength ol 600
bat has only 50 |udges with 193,080 pend.
g cai ei [0 Pusgabh dintrit and sesslons
courts, | M5632 dvil and familly caves are
peoding. The Panjab district judsciary bas &
saiwctioned strerigth of 2,364 jadges. of which
L6 16 fudges have been appointed while 748
vacancies are yet bo be filled. The Sindh High
Emﬂhﬂjiun-ﬂ.hurdﬂh‘rnﬂ:lhn{ﬂhdgﬂ
oul of which sz posts are vacant. As many as
43,150 cases are stilll pending, In the district
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judictary of Sendb. out of 622 judges, 568 are
performing thetr duties while there are 54
vacandies 1o be lled. The mumber of pend-
ing cases in the dhirict judiclary smoent o
10520,

The Pesdhawar High Court (PHC) should
have & total of 20 padges, but s five short
irom the mndctionsd nmamber, The cownl has
42,1 80 penling canes b0 heat The nesmbser of
cases pending in the Khyber Pakhhankbwa
district and semabons courts have amounted
o 240,434 The namber of pedges appointed
in the district amd uessions couwn (1 596 while
134 vewts mre yed bo be filled The Raluchistan
High Coart (RHC) has & total number of 15
judges allowed, bt is five judges short. The
total nember of pending cases in the high
comrt are 4663, The provinced district judi-
mrrhmﬂlwhﬂﬁlﬂii

ihe sanctioned armgth
0. A total of 15729 cas-
o are pending. The resalt
high court are 4661, The
provinoes district hadiciary
have 308 judges while the
wasctioned wrengih b 170,
A total of 15,73 cases ane
pending. The result is thai
59419 people are Curresl-
by beirg hald i 21527 au-
ikborined detention centers,
51 in 31 Provincal Pris-
ons. Prisoners snder trial
are four timnes the naumbser

The World Jus-
tice Project’s
Rule of Law In-
dex 2021 shows
that Pakistan
is among the
lowest-perform-
ing countries
in terms of its
adherence to

behaviowral prolocols and even the design
of cougiouses themaetves all seem as o ey
wene intentionally configured to put up bar.
riers betworn judges and boeyers mnd. the
resl of us. The mest important dakcholders
in il pustice mywiem are ihe citizens, amd
ensaring that they have asocess to justice b
the mod importand challenge tha needs
to be overcome. In the itatus qua | we soe
that accessing justice in the first place b the
prodlem, Subkequent gover nmants and pas.
laments. in the country have failed to en-
act leghdation and take policy msmiures bo
ensue economuic and social justice for the
comumen man ln the coantry, Usdortamately,
the periormance of our law enforcement a1
thorities, accounting ies, and lwwr &m-
forcement agenches, expoecially at the gras-
roots bevel leaves maxch o
be desired. In particulas. the
police need radical chamge in
oeder 10 b mone effichont and
to accommodaie the people
in carrying ouwl their Liw on-
forcement and orimenal activ-
igen Police and ol bee bow-en
forcement agencles are seen
m hostile, evpecially for the
mapority of the usdenprivi-
leged population. For wom-
. acceming fudice is all the
meore ¢hallengeng. Character
shaming, incredubity, bribery
wre major challenges that cit-

of prisoners. The nem- the rule of AW, iems fae when daaling with
ber of convcs 6% and  rpnicnd 430th e lvmirammt ol
ibe nusnber of convicied out of 139, jastice gystem. Perbaps tech.

andd comvicted  prisomers
s U950 and 10500 0t
iclenr that here s an urgent
need of JudiciaReform foe
peniing cases. becauwse the present juslice
systemn b Inellective, ramspant and dippery
wned the current vinke of baw and order in the
coantry shows that people ane losing Bdih in
the ahility to administer fustice in order to

redckes thelr grievancoes The magnhinde and
magnitude of the problens and thee issues
rel quire in-depth rescarch io take correc-
tive action befone the wisole syviom collaps-
i, chaos and chaos in the commanity, &c-
wording 1o the UN Human Development
Report, Pakistam b manked 1471h owf of 188
counitiiel, with a population devdopment
index of 0550, lex than India and Nangla-
deihand approximately 14.3% of the popu-
lation lived bedow the poverty Ene, the huge
inequaliny of ingome and wealth in Pakistan
s alse one of ihe cosse of this dire mewy di-
wtion Our pesiice systemn was not designed
1o make things easy for regular people. The
problam of scoeis 1o juitice had already
resched critical proportioni with low-in-
o rroetving inadequate of o profession
all kegal help for %% of the civil legal prob-
lems they faced The coanplex Lingsage, the

Can S il

ba habd the law.endorcenent
"m:r.mu.luﬂr‘:‘h-kpl
Fretem in Pakitan 2ill heav.

ily relies on traditional methods of working
arsd the major one b paperwork, Orver thelas
few years, technalogy has increaadngly been
pitched as & schation 1o that prob bam B s
of utmeast imporiance that the Courl Hoose

i made efficiema, affordabde, (mellipers and
smari through technology. The widespread
acc eiashaliy of video conferencing has made
it 5o that prople do not necessarilybave to
take time off work 1o im & hear-
ing or a telal while the growth of aler native
dispute resolstion bools, e-filimg

evidence plitforms all have ihown the po-
temlial to ansdform the courtroom. Tech-

mological mad scientific developments are
generating buge opportinities for tackling
sochetal challenges. However, the bemefits
off bechnology and inmovathbon are anesdgus iy
distribated. and they tend o caste sconom
ke ared political dbsruptions in our sadelies
that widen inequalities. The Enbrductian of
e=counrts by thee Supresne Court of Fakiotsn
whene canes can be beard via video link is o
wekome sddition 10 the curtent setup whore
wu;id:mh.l:h:lﬂtrﬂiﬁhiuuhulh

cost of travel and ey for hearings, some-
thirg that otherwies defers them from udng
the pustice sysemn. Similar artangpements for
recording wibness stalements via video will
also help the cause of haitios, Whepeas toch-

nology can be an Impontant enabder i ac-
cedsbng and duponsing justice, B b essertial
that the lemueations of technobogy be kept in
il e wibser glamserisieg it or pelying on if o
miodh. Wheress i woukd be helpful for judg
8, a3 anmounded by the Supereme Cooart of
Pakisan. o wee artificlal intelligende bo aoms.
previces precadants and case baw on spec(-
i cares, briting them make a decisbon based
on comyputed Bl may be o bit of a stretch
In fact, the cusvent wyitem of gowsnance in
Pakigan I3 undoatiedly oppresdve and op-
presive. 1 is exploitative bocouse i1 unjust.
by rewards the eiie with excendve of onomik

bserucfits by losing the poat contrary to lalam-
i law and social nonms, which require the
eedistribution of waalh from the rich 1o the
poor. The leading 1heme of reforma has been
the developmerd of padicial effickency and
sperd of justice. The love of spesd has also
iverted aitention o other importand aspecis
of the fudical process, as well as the quality of

jrsdgrraend proclamatbons. It has therefoee re-
duced the chancrs that the fenmal justice sy

temn will deal with conthict in the ¢ omemanaty;
and the pusisil of gheator distributional jus-
Eice, falrmess amd equity through pedscial in-
terpretations of extant bows. 1 is very impor-
tand ba hift ibe foces of the discwcion of the
rarndormation of (he pmtice system in Paki-
stan From becBanical and legal only to begad and
saclal pustice. Thete b & nied for & fenewed
focias on reform of mational and internation.-
&l inmovation syt and R&D policies, in
an attemgd o create 3 pew comseroan on how
pblic- privase partnerships can cotribeiie 1o
a mode open ansd sustainabie use of technolo.
7 Mfore open soarce acoess for technodogied
asoubd be somght. 1 & enential b assure an
open diffiason of knowledge, Irnovations and
chicloghes 1a the desigm of developenent
polickes. Development policies should sup-
port redistributive ssems snd ncentives for
mecceashial applicslion of new technolagies
Legal framewerks should be promoted to en-
able nnorralicn and the we of new technaolo-
ghes. Empeowe the education of the kft-behind
countries through global schemes. Techno-
bogheul justice showld be linked 1o the SDOG
Agenca As 3 resuldl the timeframe for pro.

pocsads shonild coindide with the 2030 horizon

The judictary, the legal comenunity snd civ.
il society have come logether with a shared
vision for & Drigital Legal Pakistan. They sy
that justice delayed is fustice demied. hoge-
Fully, with judicial reforms for pending cas-
ex along with 1he intervention of begal-tech,
we will be sbie bo change that | is important
that the ke are Edr and respect Fundamen-
tal comttitutional rights, and that they pro.
vide sufficient protections 1o citibens rather
Hmdmmmlllﬂ'unnflh:hﬂnﬂm
exercksd rights. Moreover, 1he laws must nol
be abused by the state agalrst dissdents and
whistheblowers, We are at & ptvotal moment
in e developrment of the court systeny, we
have an oppentunity 1o truly raise the game
and modernize arcare proceses that bave
been creating snmeceuary burriens to jus-
tice for far loo Jong We are talking sbowl
the of the jedictary and the
strengthening of the administration of justice
in order to provide justice and freedom for
citiens. Ondy an effective and dficient jua-
Hce sy stem can ensure ke profection of fun-
damental constitational rights of the -
penes and the inudepenadence of the judidary.
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akistan expressed its strong indig-
P nation after the Indian government

announced Srinagar as the venue for
the G20 Tourism Working Group meeting
scheduled to take place from May 22 to 24,
Indiak decision to host a meeting of Group
of 20 (G20) countries in Srinagar, part of In-
dian-occupled Kashmir, has been slammed
by Pakistan and China, which called it an ir-
responsible move. Pakistan has made no se-
cret about its opposition to holding any G-20
proceedings in Kashmir -- a focus of dispute
since partition in 1947, China, too, has ex-
pressed reservations and may not participate
in the G-20 tourism talks. Chinese Foreign
Ministry said that parties concerned need to
avold unilateral moves that may complicate
the situation. Efforts should be made to set-
tle the dispute through dialogue and consul-
tatlon so as to maintain regional peace and
stability. In Indian illegally occupled Jammu
and Kashmir, the All Parties Hurrlyat Con-
ference (APHC) while stressing that Indian
government led by Narendra Modi is con-
tinuously peddling false propaganda to push
the so-called normalcy narrative has reiter-
ated its call for boycott of G20 summit in
Srinagar, By holding the G20 event in [TOJK,
India, in fact, wants to give legitimacy to its
illegal actions of 5 August 2019 in the disput-
ed territory. It's anticipated that India would
not be able to achieve the desired attendance
since other nations would not compromise
on their morals the critical importance of
relevant UN Security Council resolutions for
a peaceful settlement of Jammu and Kashmir
dispute. Pakistan downgraded its diplomatic
relations with India after New Delhi revoked
the special constitutional status of Kashmir
in August 2019 and announced to integrate
it with the rest of the Indian union. Palki-
stan has frequently criticized India for rights
abuses in Kashmir and says it is changing the
demography of the Muslim-majority region.
Indiak irresponsible move is the latest in a
series of self-serving measures to perpetuate
its [llegal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir
in sheer disregard of the United Mations Se-
curity Councll resolutions and in violation
of the principles of the United Nations Char-
ter and international law, Pakdstan vehe-
mently condemns these moves. G20 natlons
should not forget that India Is committing
serfous crimes against humanity in Kashmir,
and its summit will not only undermine the
UN credibility, but will also raise questions
over the Groups adherence to democratic
credentials. Modi regime, is trying to distort

truth and twist facts to hoodwink the world |

into belleving as if everything is normal in
the occupied territory. India is attempt-

ing to divert attention from the war crimes

committed by its security forces in the re-
glon and present a fagade of normalcy in
the IIOJK through an investment conference
and nowparticipation of the G-20 nations in
the Summit could undermine the credibili

G-20 Summit in lIOJK - Total Disaster

the right of self-determination for the Kash
miris, and giving credence to the Indian
claims while overlooking the human rights
abuses in the region, It Is unbecoming of In-
dia to host an event in Srinagar which is in
a disputed territory. It is very inappropriate,
but the way things are, this issue is not tak-
en up as seriously due to Indian importance.
It is unfortunate that the Western countries
which clalm to be champlons of human
rights choose to ignore India’s decision, They
are lgnoring the fact that India is playing
host in Srinagar, but it is also a major viola-
tor of human rights - as well as United Na-
tions resolutions about this region. Kashmir
15 claimed in full but ruled in part by the two
nuclear-armed neighbours who have fought
two of their three wars over control of the re-
gion, India released a full calendar of events
leading up to the summit, which included
G20 and Youth 20 meetings in Kashmir's
summer capital of Srinagar and in Leh,
Such events cannot hide the reality
of Jammu and Kashmir being
an Internationally recognized
dispute that has remained

bk The

of the UNSC resolutions; advocating for ac-
tual situation in the region. The potential
Jammu and Kashmir; and Buddhist-dom-
inated Ladakh. The move has eroded the
autonomy of the region and has pushed it
towards de facto recognition, India’s actions
in the IOJK have drawn widespread con-
demnation from human rights organiz-
tions, The Indian government'’s imposition
of a communication blackout and curfew
in the region has led to extensive human
rights violations, including arbitrary arrests,
extrajudicial killings, and instances of tor-
ture, Hosting the Summit in the disputed
territory is a flagrant violation of the Fourth
Geneva Conventions. Article 32 of the Con-
vention prohibits the use of torture against
clvilians in occupled territory. It states that
“The High Contracting Parties specifically
agree that each of them is prohibited from
taking any measure of such a character as to
cause the physical suffering or exter-
mination of protected persons

in thelr hands. The prohi-

bition applies not only to

murder, torture, corpo-

on the agenda of United G-20 ral punishment, mu-
Mations Security Coun- countries tilation and, medical
wden. Tor s country (NUTNIRC COMRNINERNNN .-.0.. . 7o
that has a grandiose that Jammu and tated by the med-
vision about itself, Kashmir is a disput- ical treatment of
and It place in the — gqj territory under the ~ ° Propected pere
once more demon-  UN resolutions, and that  ,,y ;iher meas-
strated that it is un- most of them in the past ures of bru
:::n:‘!’h;" sar have endorsed or support- ;;’:I{'E d“:;'*:[
of the international €0l these resolutions. Their an o mi-
-lt_lf:mn}mw nm visit to the disputed terri- un‘?fl lgam::“

malayan territory " Article readls
of Kashmir has been tory will add to the mis that “Protected

a flashpoint between

eries of Kashmiris and

persons are enti-

Indla and Pakistan reward malignant Indian ted inall circum.

since they galned In-
dependence from Brit-

ish rule in 1947. The two
nuclear-armed neighbours

have fought three wars, two

of which were over Kashmir,
which both countries control parts
of and which both claim in its entirety,
The Kashmir issue further flared up four
years ago when Indias Hindu national-
ist government, headed by Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi, revoked Article 370 of the
Constitution of India, which granted Indi-
an-administered Kashmir partial autono-
my. In August 2019, the Indian government
unilaterally abolished Kashmir's special
status; and divided it into two separate un-
lon territories - Muslim-majority hosting a
G-20 Summit. It Is believed that the Sum-
mit in Kashmir is a ploy to deceive the in-
ternational community regarding thety

behavior.

stances, to respect

for their persons,
their honour, their
family rights, their re-
liglous convictions and
practices, and their man-

ners and customs, They shall

at all times be humanely treated, and

shall be protected especlally against all acts
of violence or threats thereof and against
insults and public curiosity” The decision
to hold a high-profile Summit in the 110-
JK, known for its disputed status, has raised
questions regarding New Delhi’s intentions
and the ulterfor motives behind the move,
In tandem, the silence of the G-20 natlons
on the rampant human rights abuses in the
reglon is a tragedy in itself. The lack of re-
action from the international community to
Indias selection of Kashmir and Ladakh as
G-20 venues could be interpreted as a tacit

approval of India% decision, implying that
the region is no longer considered as disput
ed. The BJP government - fixated on Hin-
dutva ideology, with Narendra Modi at the
helm, appears determined in exploiting the
G-20 Summit to advance its own geopolitical
and domestic political objectives, This act is
believed to be a move towards promoting the
dangerous settler colonialism project, which
entalls the displacement of Kashmiris and
the unlawful occupation of their land recent
display of posters in Srinagar was to raise
awareness among G-20 nations regarding
Indias motives behind the Summit. Modis
first axe fell on Kashmir and its Muslim char-
acter, On 5th of August 2019, the Hindutva
government abrogated Articles 370 and 35
A of the Indian Constitution stripping away
the special status to the province and pav-
ing the way for a constitutionally sanctioned
ethnic cleansing and socio-political disem-
powerment of the Muslims of Kashmir. This
brazen constitutional assault not only violat -
ed the political and constitutional guaran-
tees but was also in contravention to United
Nations resolutions that recognized the peo-
ple's right of self-determination. This unwar-
ranted act also violated the bilateral agree-
ments between India and Pakdstan and will
have far.reaching effects on the people of the
territory. This sustained and targeted assault
on Kashmir has resulted in the near-total
alienation and estrangement of the people
of the Kashmir valley from the Indian state
and people. Even the people of Jammu, the
majority of whom are Hindus, feel disem-
powered because of their serlous concerns
over economic and educational losses as
well as the new domicile rules, they seek to
change the demographic character to dilute
the nature of the dispute, Despite serious
and continued human rights violations the
people continue to pursue the cause of their
freedom and the right of self-determination,
The BJP government has been incessantly
misleading its voters and the international
community by playing the hoax of peace and
stability in the reglon.
The G-20 countries must consider that Jam-
mu and Kashmir is a disputed territory under
the UN resolutions, and that most of them
in the past have endorsed or supported these
resolutions. Their visit to the disputed terri-
tory will add to the miseries of Kashmiris and
reward malignant Indian behavior, The G-20
countries who strongly believe in civil liber-
ties and fundamental freedoms should rath-
er make India accountable for its war crimes
and goad it to resolve the dispute according
to the wishes and aspirations of the people.
It should also bear in mind that Jammu and
Kashmir is sandwiched between three nucle-
ar powers, and leaving it unresolved is a sure
recipe for an unimaginable disaster should
the situation get out of hand, The Ministry of
Forelgn Affairs must to Intensify its efforts to
expose Indias nefarious designs and ulterior
motives behind its planned move to hold the
G-20 summit in the UN-recognised disput-
ed territory. India wanted to dilute Kashmir’s
international and legal status, strengthen the
notion that Kashmir was nothing but its in-
ternal matter. There is an urgent need for
a mega diplomatic offensive by Pakistan in
the UN, and other regional and internation-
al fora, to expose India’s nefarious designs
and its ulterior motives behind the meet-
ing in Indian-held Kashmir. Indiak illegal
action of August 5, 2019 was a gross viola-
tion of human rights and the international
community, especially the UN, should take
its notice. Pakistan would continue to ex-
tend moral, political and diplomatic support
for Kashmiris' right to self-determination,
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isnot a priority of the ruling class. The

Pakistan’s public education spending
as a percentage of the gross domestic prod-
uct is gradually declining. For each succes-
sive government, education has apparently
been a top priority in theory only, and with-
in the realm of education, getting out-of-
school children in Pakistan back to schools
and increasing and easing access to higher
levels of education have proven to be major
challenges. The government’s allocation of
Rs. 97.098 billion for Education Affairs and
Services in the federal budget for the fiscal
year 2023-24 has drawn attention and crit-
icism for its modest increase of around 5.5
percent compared to the revised allocation
of the current fiscal year. Last year, instead
of boosting the Higher Education Commis-
sion’s budget, which was already slashed by
the PTI government, the newly established
federal government has proposed cutting
it by more than half to Rs30 billion for the
fiscal year 2022-23, compared to the previ-
ous allocation of Rs65.25 billion, which was
maore problematic. With Pakistans public
expenditure on education as a percentage of
GDP estimated at 1.7 percent for the fiscal
year 2022-23, the country holds the low-
est regional ranking in terms of education
funding. The need for greater investment in
the education sector to address the challeng-
es and gaps in quality education has been
emphasized by experts and education advo-
cates. Since the 18th Constitutional amend-
ment, education has been devolved to the
provinces, and the federal government pri-
marily focuses on financing higher educa-
tion. In line with this, the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) has been allocated Rs.
59.71 billion under the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP) for the fiscal
year 2023-24, reflecting an increase from
the previous years allocation. While the
minor increase in the education budget al-
location demonstrates a degree of attention
to the sector, the modest growth has raised
concerns about the governments commit-
ment to addressing the pressing challenges
in education. While all political leaders at
the helm of country’s affairs claim to have
a special place in their hearts for education.
Governments in Pakistan are known to
make only hollow promises regarding the
importance of education, but what is truly
more worrying is the fact that whatever lit-
tle allocations they manage to make, those
in power have consistently appeared inca-
pable of utilizing those allocations to the
full. After the 18th Amendment, provinces
get their own finances for education. Punjab
and Sindh both allocated just 2% of their ed

Buﬁg&tar}r allocations show education

Budgetary allocations show education is not a priority!

ucation budget for technical and vocational
education, whereas Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan allocated only 1% percent
share of its education budget for the same.
Last year, Provinces allocated less thantwo
percent for other sub-sectors, such as teach-
er education, special education and literacy
and non-formal education. Unfortunately,
all the provinces couldn’t spend the allotted
budget they earmarked for education sector
for the last many years. The ongoing de-
velopment projects, research activities and
hiring of new faculty members to meet the
expenses would be seriously effected.

The Economic Survey of Pakistan 2021-22
has pointed out that only 1.77 per cent of
GDP was spent on the education sector last
year while the literacy rate was recorded at
63pc. We can see that Pakistan education
spending for 2017 was 14.54% which was
0.52% decline from 201 6; spending for 2016
was 15.06%, a 1.88% increase from 2015;
spending for 2015 was 13.19%, a 1.89% in-
crease from 2014 and spending for 2014 was
11.30%, a 0.21% decline from

2013. The actual percentage ii

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and from 53.9 per
cent to 54.5 per cent in Balochistan. The en-
rolments recorded during 2019-20 were 55.7
million compared to 53.1 million in 2018-
19 showing an increase of 4.9 per cent. It's
estimated to surge to 58.5 million next year.
The nationwide educational institutions to-
talled 277.5 thousand in 2019-20 compared
to 271.8 thousand in 2018-19 with the likeli-
hood of the tally reaching 283.7 thousand in
one year. Similarly, the number of teachers
came to 1.83 million in 2019-20 compared
to 1.79 million last year with a likely jump
to 1.89 million within a year. There was a
budget cut for the higher education regula-
tor, HEC, in the year 2021-22. The federal
government initially allocated Rs42.45 bil-
lion for the HEC to implement 168 devel-
opment projects of public sector universi-
ties and higher education institutions but
later rationalised and curtailed the funding
to Rs32.338 billion. Despite HEC% demand
in an increase of the education budget, the
government has decided to cut costs. Paki-

stan’s public education spend-

ing as a proportion of GDP is

share for education out of the Pakistan expected to be 1.7 percent in
v_ant].re budget has de;hned needs more fiscal year 2021-22, dmi.r_n
in all but one province, 200.000 from 1.9 percent the previ-
and there too, the educa- ! ous fiscal year, the lowest

tion budget saw no real
term increase. In Punjab,
the percentage share
of education in owver-
all budget decreased
from 24% in 2014-
15 to 19% in 2018-
19, whereas it went
dowm from 21% to
18% in Sindh. In
Balochistan, it de-
creased from 21% to
18%. However, the net
allocation  remaine

khtunkhwa at 26%.

All provinces couldn’t
spend the money they
earmarked for education
sector during 2017-18.
Sindh had the highest rate
of under-utilization at only

29%. The country’s literacy rate,

which was 62.8 per cent in 2020-21 com-
pared to 62.4 per cent in 2018-19. The per-
centage went up from 73 to 73.4 in men and
from 51.5 to 51.9 in women. The narrowing
down of the men-women disparity was also
reported. The area-wise analysis showed the
literacy ratio increased from 53.7 per cent
to 54 per cent in villages and from 76.1 per
cent to 77.3 per cent in cities. All provinc-
es recorded higher literacy rate. It went up
from 66.1 per cent to 66.3 per cent in Pun-
jab, from 61.6 per cent to 61.8 per cent in
Sindh, from 52.4 per cent to 55.1 per cent

schools and 25
million teachers
till 2025 to cater

over 23 million cur-
rently out-of-school-
children (O0OSC). The
Millions of children in
flood-hit Pakistan are in
dire need of help, school
education is at risk for
millions of students.
the same in Khyber pa- DU, budgetary alloca-
tions show education ;jocation under this sec-
is not a priority of
the ruling class.

in the region. Following
the 18th Amendment, the
Federal Government has
primarily been funding
higher learning, with
education being di-
vided between dif-
ferent regions. In
budget  2022-23,
Bs. 74.609 billion
has been set aside
for Tertiary Educa-
tion Affairs and Ser-
vices, accoumting for
83 percent of the total

tor. For 2022-23, the gov-
ernment has set aside Rs
3.786 billion for pre-prima-
ry and primary education,
compared to Rs. 3.021 billion
,’ in 2021-22, Rs. 8.863 billion
for secondary education affairs

and services, compared to Rs. 7.632 billion
in 2021-22, and Rs. 2 billion for adminis-
tration, compared to Rs. 1.915 billion in
2021-22, which was later changed to Rs
2.028 billion. On the side of Development
works, for the FY 2022 an amount of Rs9.7
billion was allocated in PSDP FY2022 for

24 on-going and four new development
projects of the Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training. An amount
of Rs2.8 billion was also allocated for six
on-going and three new education relat-
ed development projects. On schools ed

ucation side, as an election slogan, Single
Mational Curriculum (SNC) has been intro-
duced to minimise disparities in the coun-
try’s education, but failed due to non-seri-
ousness and non-commitment.

These challenges included government
weak political will to implement; capacity
building of the existing teachers; induction
of new teachers as per the requirements;
and uplifting of the educational facilities in
the main cities and far-flung areas of Paki-
stan. All Pakistan Private Schools’ Federa-
tion { APPSE), the only largest representative
Federation for All Pakistan private schools
included Punjab, Sindh, KPK, Baluchistan,
Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kash-
mir with more than: 300 registered Associ-
ations; 207,000 private schools; 15,00,000
teachers and 26.9 million students present-
ed Education Recommendations for Budget
2023-24. APPSF recommended to Federal
& Provincial governments to allocated and
spend minimum 5% of GDP on education
and research for schools and higher edu-
cation sector in the new budget keeping in
view the effects of COVID-19, pandem-
ic, recent devastated flood and high infla-
tion rate. That 25 percent of the education
budget should go to higher education and
rest 75 percent be spent on schools, colleges
and technical education. APPSF further rec-
ommended Government should announce
tax amnesty and exemption for 5-year for
investing in education sector, so that new
schools, colleges, universities, technical and
vocational institutes can be established. Un-
less steered with a purpose, the rapid ad-
vance of science and technology may widen
inequities, exacerbate social fragmentation
and accelerate resource depletion. The fed-
eral and provincial governments should
include a separate statement with the budg-
etary documents, for the government pol-
icy for girls’ education; policy measures to
be taken for improving girls’ education in
terms of resource allocation and its effec-
tive utilization, detailed break-down of the
current and development budgets allocated
for girls’ education, level-wise enrolment of
girls in public schools and state of basic fa-
cilities in girls’ schools.

More budget for innovative initiatives, Ar-
tificial Intellipence (AI) and other programs
needs to be introduced by the federal and
provincial governments by considering the
deteriorating situation in education sector,
to fulhll the missing facilities and to take
special measures on an urgent basis to over-
come the increasing challenge of gender dis-
parity, access and quality of education, and
worsening situation of gender equity. Edu-
cation has a vital role to play in developing
the kmowledge, skills, attitudes and values
that enable people to contribute and bene-
fit from an inclusive and sustainable future.
Education needs to aim to do more than
prepare young people for the world of work;
it needs to equip students with the skills they
need to become active, responsible and en-
gaged citizens. Pakistan needs for substan-
tial investments to enhance access, quality,
and inclusivity in education, ensuring a
brighter future for the countrys youth and
sustainable development overall. The regu-
lar, smooth, and fair utilization of budget re-
quires interaction and coordination between
various departments of regions and prov-
inces, It is important to figure out what are
the causes of poor utilization of budget. The
present and previous data indicate that there
is a dire need to develop a robust financial
management system for education sector.
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ccording to the World Jus-
tice Project Rule of Law
Index 2020-21, Pakistans
worst score in the world,
and worldwide is 130 out
of 139, Unfortunately, there are many
reasons for this performance but one of
the most important reasons is the Paki-
stani Justice System for this long-stand-
ing trend. Fifty-three thousand cases are
pending in the Supreme Court, about
300,000 pending cases are in the five

high courts, and about 2.2 million cas-
es are pending In the subordinate courts

and judges in less than four provincesand |

the state capital, according to the Pakistan
Law and Justice Commission. Our jus-
tice system was not designed to make
things easy for regular people.

The complex language, the behavioral
protocols and even the design of court-
houses themselves all seem as if they were
intentionally configured to put up barri-
ers between judges and lawyers and the
rest of us. The problem of access to justice
had already reached critical proportions
with low-income receiving inadequate or
no professional legal help for 96% of the
civil legal problems they faced. Over the
kast few years, technology has increasing-
ly been pitched as a solution to that prob-
lem. The widespread accessibility of video
conferencing has made it so that people do
not necessarily have to take time off work
to participate in a hearing or a trial, while
the growth of alternative dispute resolu-
tion tools, e-filing and digital evidence
platforms all have shown the potential to
transform the courtroom. The most im-
portant stakeholders in the justice system
are the citizens, and ensuring that they
have access to justice is the most impor-
tant challenge that needs to be overcome.
[nthe status quo, we see that accessing jus-
tice in the first place is the problem. Police
and other law-enforcement agencies are
seen as hostile, especially for the majority
of the underprivileged population. For-
women, accessing fustice is all the more
challenging. Character shaming, incredu
lity, bribery are major challenges that cit-
izens face when dealing with the law-en-
forcement and justice system. Perhaps
technology can empower citizens to hold
the law-enforcement system accountable.

Technological transformation of the court system

The legal system in Pakistan still heavily
relies on traditional methods of working
and the major one Is paperwork. It is of
utmost importance that the Court House
is made efficient, affordable, intelligent
and smart through technology. Techno-
logical and scientiic developments are
generating huge opportunities for tack-
ling societal challenges. However, the
benefits of technology and innovation are
unequally distributed, and they tend to
cause economic and political disruptions
in our socleties that widen inequalities.

The introduction of e-courts by the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan where cases can
be heard via video link is a welcome ad-
dition to the current setup where com-
plainants and witnesses have to bear the
cost of travel and stay for hearings, some-
thing that otherwise
deters them from “
using the justice sys-
tem. Similar arrange-
ments for recording
witness statements via
video will also help
the cause of justice.
Whereas technology
can be an important
enabler in access-
ing and dispensing
ustice, it is essential
that the limitations of
technology be kept in
mind when glamoris-
ing it or relying on it

too much. Whereas it
would be helpful for
judges, as announced
by the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, to use
artificial intelligence
to access prévious
precedents and case
law on specific cas-
es, letting Al make
a decision based on
computed facts may be a bit of a stretch
Mobile phone applications that connect
lawyers with citizens in search of a law-
yer were unveiled. However, it is impor-
tant to consider how those who cannot
read or write and spend money on law-
yers can be connected to pro bono law-
yers without being taken advantage of.
This is what innovators should be spend-
ing most of their time thinking about.
Another major issue that citizens in this
country face is the inefhiciency of state
prosecutors and the court system. Using
technology for the attendance record of
public prosecutors will go a long way, as
the absence of state prosecutors in cases
that are cognisable and non-compounda-
ble which requires the state to be a party
causes delays. Digitisation of investiga-
tion files and court records is another im-
portant area in which the justice system
can be made efficient through the use of
technology. No citizen should have to en-
dure so many struggles, espedally if they
are the aggrieved party. Further, setting

The concept of
technological
justice is im-

portant that the

Court House is

made efficient,

affordable, intel-
ligent and smart

through technol-

ogy. Technologi-

cal and scientific
developments are
generating huge

opportunities for
tackling societal

challenges.

up of independent forensic laboratories
for investigation of data is also very im-
portant, as the current high volume dealt
by a just a handful of forensic labs causes
unnecessary delays in the dispensation of
justice. As technology outside the justice

system continues to advance rapidly in
use and avallability, the need for change

within the system is becoming unavoid-
able.

However, it took a pandemic for such
technology to become commonplace.
In the months following the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic, as courtrooms
around the world shut their doors and
already high case backlogs started grow-
ing even more rapidly. some pioneering
court systems that had been experiment-
ing with technology prior to the pandem.-
ic saw an opportunity to solve a problem
and modemnize their
courtrooms,  Along
the way, they have
made signihcant pro-
ETEss ON ACCEss 10 jus-
tice and learned a lot
about how technology
can be leveraged to
make the justice sys-
tem more equitable
in the post-pandem-
le world Through-
out the pandemic
and since, court sys-
tems that implement-
ed digital solutions
have made been able

to make progress on
their backlog of cas-

es as judges, lawyers
and litigants all start-
ed to interact more
efficiently. The wide-
spread  technological
transformation of the
” nation’s court system
Is going to require a
concerted effort to de-
velop technologies that are purpose-built
for legal workflows; resilient enough to
respond to endless combinations of use
cases; and user-friendly enough for judg-
es, clerks, attorneys and individuals to
manage effectively.
To foster a technological convergence
among countries, and to aspire to a smart
world society, the G-20 should have a
central role connecting the 2030 5DG
goals which include innovation, technol-
ogy, justice and equality. More specih-
cally, the policies to apply in developing
countries must pursue aims such as the
open diffusion of knowledge, improving
digitaleducation, producing innovations
for local consumption, the reduction of
their energy deficits, and the technologica
empowerment of women. Implementing
such policles in a context of international
cooperation would make public-private
partnerships a key instrument for fund.
ing infrastructures, joint ventures, incu-
bators, start-ups and any other of entity
with a significant capacity for technology

transfer. Major changes and challenges
like automation, digitalization, 3D print
ing, Artificial Intelligence, retall through
the web, etc. are currently underway and,
in the years ahead, more change will come
from technological and scientific devel-
opments. There is a dialectic relationship
between technology and society: technol-
ogy is both part of the solution to societal
challenges and part of the problem. and
this deepens social inequalities. The con-
cept of technological justice can reconcile
these two faces, connecting technology,
a critical factor in human development,
with our aspirations for soclal justice and
greater equality between economies.

We propose to develop the concept of
technological justice, along with relevant
policies. The concept of technologlcal jus-
tice requires a rethinking of how-both in
the developing and the developed world-
to encourage and nurture technological
innovation that has social value and is en-
vironmentally sustainable. There is a need
for a renewed focus on reform of nation-
al and international innovation systems
and R&D policies, in an attempt to create
a new consensus on how public-private
partnerships can contribute to a more
open and sustainable use of technology.
More open source access for technologles
should be sought. It is essential to assure
an open diffusion of knowledge, innova-
tions and technologies in the design of
development policies. Development poli-
cles should support redistributive systems
and incentives for successful application
of new technologies. Legal frameworks
should be promoted to enable innovation
and the use of new technologies. Improve
the education of the left-behind coun-
tries through global schemes. Technolog-
ical justice should be linked to the SDG
Agenda. As a result, the timeframe for
proposals should coincide with the 2030
horizon.

The judiciary, the legal community and
civil soclety have come together with
a shared vision for a Digital Legal Pa-
kistan. They say that justice delayed is
justice denied, hopefully, with the inter-
vention of legal-tech, we will be able to
change that. It is important that the Laws
are fair and respect fundamental con-
stitutional rights, and that they provide
sufficient protections to citizens rather
than demonising their use of technolo-
gy to exercise rights. Moreover, the laws
must not be abused by the state against
dissidents and whistleblowers. We are at
a pivotal moment in the development of
the court system; we have an opportuni-
ty to truly raise the game and modernize
arcane processes that have been creating
unnecessary barriers to justice for far too
long. We are about the independ-
ence of the judiciary and the strength-
ening of the administration of justice in
order to provide justice and freedom for
citizens. Only an effective and efficent
justice system can ensure the enjoyment
of basic rights by the average person
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t has been over a decade since the

state made a promise to every child

between the ages of five and 16 years
of free and compuliory education. The
compulsory range of school going age Is
sipulated as five to 16 years under arti-
cle 25.-A of the Constitution. Bul Pakistan
is facing a serious challenge to ensure all
children, particularhy the most disadvan-
taged, attend, stay and learn in school
With an increasing population and a bur-
geoning youth cohort, Pakistan now has
more than 75 million children between
five and 16 years. Currently. Pakistan has
the worlds second-highest number of
out-of-school children (OOSC) with an
extimated 25 million children aged 5- 16
not attending school, representing 35 per
cent of the total population in this age
groap.
Of these, the public schooling system only
caters to 24 million and private schooling
system caters to 26 million, with over 25
millien currently out-of-school-children
(OOSC). Pakistan is facing a serious chal-
lenge 1o ensure all children, particularky
the menst attend, stay and
learn in school. While the percentage var-
ies, this age-specific statistic provides an
insight into what is needed to ensure that
the over 50 per cent of hve year olds who
are not enrolled, or the 48 per cent of 16
year olds who have dropped out or nev-
er enrolled, are provided an appropriate
educational platform. Almost 3.8 million
children, with 2.5 million between 14 and
16 years, enrolled In an educational in-
stitution but dropped owut. While enroll-
meerd and retention rales are improving
progress has been slow to improve educa-
tlon indicators in Pakistan. In the 5-9 age
group, 5 milion children are not enrolled
in schools and after primary-school age,
the number of OOSC doubles, with 11.4
million adolescents between the ages of
10-14 not receiving formal educ ation., Dis-
parities based on gender, soco-economic
status, and geography are significant; in
Sindh, 52 percent of the poorest children
(58 percent girls) are out of school, and
in Balochistan, 78 percent of girls are out
of school. Meary 10,7 million boys and
8.6 million girls are enrolled at the pri-
muary level and this drops to 3.6 million
boys and 2.8 million girls at the lower sec-
ondary level Gaps in service providon at
all education levels & a major consfraint
to education access. Socio-cultural de-
mand-side barriers combined with eco-
nomic factors and supply-related lssues,
together hamper access and retention of
certain marginalized groups, in particular
adolescent girls. Putting in place a credi-
ble data gystem and monitoring measures
to track retention and prevent drop-out of
out-of-school children ks 21l a challenge.

Who's responsible for 25-Million Out of School Children?

There are two types of OOSC: Children
who have never aftended school and
Children who have attended schaool in the

past but have dropped out. Each type cor-
responds 1o a different set of factors and

policy implications, some of which are
dizcussed subsequently. Out of all chil-
diren in Pakistan between the ages of fve
to 16 years, 35 per cent, i.e. one thind, are
out of school. This amounts to an estimat-
el total of over 25 miblllon. Balochistan
has the highest proportion of OOSC at 47
per cent followed by Sindh at 44 per cent
In absolute terms, Punjab has the largest
total population of OOSC roughly esti-
mated at 8.7 million followed by Sindh at
7.5 million. Proportion of OOSC varies
considerably among and within provine -
es. District level data from all provinces
identifies the enormity of the challenge
facing provincial and district eduication
apparaluses. Gender dis-
parity in education has ii
remained a persistent
challenge. Among the out

uwkition that ke msever been o school

At systems level inadequate financing,
limited enforcement of policy commit-
ments and challenges in equitable im-
plementation impede reaching the most
dizadvantaged An dscouraging decreass
in recent education has boen ob-
served in the total GDP, which is already
well short of the 4 percent target. In or-
der o sccelerate progress and ensure the
equitable expansion of quality education,
Government of Pakistan's should do more
efforts to significantly reduce the pumber
of OOSC at pre-primary, primary and
lower secondary levels. Pakistan educa-
tion programme should focus on Early
Childhood Education (ECE) to improve
schonl readiness; expansion of equitable
anvd quiality alternative learning pathways
(ALP) at basic education lkevels; and mur-
tring of school-community linkages to
increase on-time  enrol-
ment, reduce drop-outs,
and ensure completion
and transition for all stu-
dents. Al syslems levels,

of school children, 54 per
cent are girls and 46 per
cenil are boys This (rans-
lates to 11.8 million girls
and 10.2 million boys not
poing to schools scross
the country. Rural areas
of the country account for
154 million of the total
O0sC, with 4.6 million
of the children not going

A deeper under-
standing of the
equity challenge
for these 25
million out-of-
schools-children
especially girls,
between the
ages of five and

wie should contribute more
equity-focused  provincial
sector planning and budg-
eting strengthening data
and asmessent systems;
and evidence-based policy
shrocacy, Investment in
quality early learning and
pre-primary  education is
imnportant that young chil-
dren be ready for school

to school residing in ur-
ban areas. The ruaral ma-

is a factor that remains
uniform in many districts
across the four provinces.
Of all children between
the ages of 5-16, the high-
est enrolment rate is ob-
served among nine years
olds (82 per cent) followed by 11 year
odds (21 per cent). The same trend s olb-
served for boys and girds virtually across
the range of five to 16 years. The only
difference ls percentage of enrolment of
eachage group is higher for boys than
girls. The dropoat ratio rises steadily with
age. However, the proportion of children
who have never attended school remains
overwhelming at all age levels, First time
sccess to school Is poorer in Balochistan
than in any other province. The govern-
ment needs to radically improve first
time enrolments at sarly age groups and
first time enrolments in accelerated pro
grammes for children between the ages
of 10-16 years. Subsequently, it neads to
build on the gains in enrolment to target
at-risk students in higher age groups. Fif-
ty-three per cent of all out of school 16
year obds in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have
never been 1o school The dropowt ratio-
rises steadily with age. Early years access
needs o be enhanced through aggres-
give targeting of pockets of OOSC pop

16 years is need-

jority of Pakistan's OOSC ed, it's their con-

stitutional right
and our duty.

has high positive impacts
on primary school enrol-
ment, survival and beamn-
ing. and iz cost-effective,
Given the limited reach
and inequities in the pro-
vizion of pre-primary edu-
” cation, Pakstan i increas-

ingly recognizing early

learning as a policy priority, and several
provinces have already developed ECCE
policies, plans, and standards. While sev-
eral models exist for ALPs, these are still
scattered and limited in scale. Pakistan-
must address the issue of OOSC through
studies, supporting provincial sector plan
development, development or review of
non-formal education policy and direct
programme implementation. Socio-cul-
tural demand-side barriers combined
with economic Bctors together drive ed-
ucation deprivation for certain groups of
children in Pakistan, particularly girls..
These barriers are further exacerbated
by a lack of parental awareness of ear-
I keamning. importance of on-time en-
rolment, and lack of social protection
schemes. However, there Is ample room
for improvement n krge scale enmol-
ment campaigns during early years. Like
oiber provinces, the ape group of nine
anvd above ks vulnerable o dropouts. En-
rolment drives targeting younger OOSC
shouwld be complemented with srategies

to improve retention towards the end
and beyond primary school level. The
necessary steps: to address the sitution
include radical improvements in early
years enrobments, and first time enrol-
ments for fast irack programmees for chil-
dren between the apes of 10-16. Build-

ing on these the subsequent approach
should be to target at.risk students in

higher age groups {0 improve retention.
It is Important o understand the rea-
somis behind children being out of school.
Elghty-seven per cent of the children who
have not been to school reported it as too
expensive while 13 per cent gave oth-
er reasons for not enrolling in a school.
Thirty-one per cent of the students who
dropped out from school were not will-
ing to continwe attending school, while
19 per cent reported it as 1o expensive.
Thirteen per cent dropped out In order to
help st home or help with work. Eleven
per cent of the students dropped out of
school because parents and elders did not
allow and six per cent stopped attending
school because of long distance between
school and home. A deeper analysis of
the reason of sudents dropping out from
school at provincial level shows that dis-
tance between home and school contrib-
whes significantly to children dropping
out of school. The childrens willingness
and educational expenses are cited as the
major reasons for dropping out of school
On the equity front, the state needs toen-
sure that the right to education for girls
in rural areas and children with disalbil -
ithes across the country 5 provided for.
The literacy rate among persons with dis-
abilities in 15 years or older is 31.5 per
cent, or almost half of the mational aoner-
ape. Challenges in major urban centres
and those In rural areas are vastly differ-
ent. 50 will be their solutions. Building
high schools or upgrading existing pri-
mary and middle schools will solve only
a part of the problem.

Unibess the stale responds to the reasons
why children are not in school in specif-
ic localities and reglons. a one-size fits
all educatiomal service provision rmodel
will continue to see a third of Pakistani
children never having the educational
and economic opportunities that should
be their right. Serious efforts need (o be
made to ensire that Pakistan has a brge
population of literate and educated girls
and women, only bullding schools will
not suffice. Therefore, Pakistan must fo-
cus more closely on the obstacles 1o on-
tme enrolment, retention, completion
and transtion. Equity-based investments
by government should continue to ensure
education systems include the most dis-
advantaged girks and boys. Considering
insufficient and ineffective allocation of
budgets, strategically engages in sector
planning. to capitalise on opportunities
to influence decision-making on equity
izsues, With growing technical capaci-
ty and focus on astessment of learning,
and international expertise also provides
an opportunity to add value (o Pakistans
efforts to improve assessment systems.
System reforms help in improving ac-
countability and evidence-based deci-
sion making We must support healthy
dislogue on education budgeting and
public financing, to highlight areas of
improvement for better planning and
improvement in the education sector. A
deeper understanding of the equity chal-
lemuge for these 25 million out-of-schools-
children espedally girls, between the
apes of five and 16 years is needed. its
their constitutional right and our duty.
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ajority of the devedoped
stales Uniitend Stabes of Amer-
ica, Fussia, Chima, Framce
elc are ruling their states
with the Presidentlal form of government.
The parltamentary system ks masthy wsed in
third world cowntries. The Ath Amendment
tursed Pakistan into a semi-presidential
republic and in the period between 1985
and 201, the executive power was shared
by president and prime minister. The 18th
Amerdment in 2010 restered Parlkments.
ry Democracy In the coungry, and redaced
presidency 1o a cerernonial position. Un-
liks the USA. after the partition of the Sub-
continerd, the constitution making proces
was not 2 matier af reflection and chalce
bt depended on vicisitudes of thme and
power politics. We were unable to come
out of the lasting spell of the Government
of Indla Act, 1935 which remained the
comstibutbon of Pakistan il the framing
and enforcement of the first Comskibation
of Pakistan in 1956 The 1973 Constimiion,
though it declared itself & federal state with
parliamentary govermmend of the centre,
wasa resdi of limglted chodces. It is brwe that
Fakistan had experienced differemt kinds of
povernments; from democracy bo militasy
dix tatorsbip, 1o clvilian martial baw by 24
Bhuito bl goversance was construed as a
seminal e,
Given the current political scemarmio, the
presidential systens & ol perilous for
demsocracy bat, in realsty, it is & threat 1o
the vested interest of the cormspt political
elite of our country. Those who hold that

the presidential sysiem falled in the past
shoruld nof ignose this fact that the prewi-
ous models of praddency were introduced
to this comntry by military dictators whe
had designed them according 1o their own
requirements to perpetuate themaehves in
power. Il & erroneous to equale the pres-
ideritial system with dictatorship as thase
ry democracy, the presidential system too
is & democraic system. In the pressden-
tial system, the president & elected cither
direcily by people or throwgh an elecioral
callege which makes the executive powe
conceniirabed in his office. The preshdent
derives his authority frony thel onstibetion
and L unlike the dictator. The president is
elected for a definite period of thme but that
i mot the case with dictatorshap.

The US Constitetion i regarded as the fa-
ther of the presidemtial system of govern
mient. It worked well over the last more
than two centurbes and & consldered one
off the mabn reasons o ballding the Usa

Presidential System-Pakistan way to the future

inte & stromg natbon and eventaally into a
world power in the Jihcentiry. The US
constitational model has been Ellowsd in
the cowntries that came nder 115 influ-
enice im the [9th and 20th cenharies. The US
Constitution revohas around the doctrine
of Separation of Powers coupled wilh ihe
sysiem of Check and Bakance. The Ameri-
can Constivation divides the governmental
power into kegislative, executive, and judi-
cial categories. These fanctions are separate
and are appropeiately exercised by sepasate
branches of governments. These finciiona
of govermment are commingled thromgh
chick and balance sysiem cnly insofar as
necessary to preserve the integrity of each
branch. M s also pertinent (o mention here
that under tbe presideniial form of govern-

ment the preakdent cannot act capridous-
Iy, arbitrarily or acconding to his own per-
sor] whimrs His sctions are

subject to wmlnrrﬂh#h"i

the parbament or judicary
depending upon the model
of preiblency. The Congres
in the USA haa power 1o im-
peach the president on the
grounds of convicton, beib-
oy, of other high crimes and
misdemeanors. 1t can refuse
io ratify a trealy negotiated
by the president. The US Su-
preme Court can declare a
presidential actton as repug-
nand 1o the Constitation (f the
smme is ubtra- viges the Con-
stitetion. Tt is clear from this
discmssion that the preddent
cannod go beyond the sphere
of powers allotted 1o him by
the Constitalion and bw. In
the presidential system, the
president is elected by the
people Erectly which makes
the power concentrabed kn his
office. It preserves the head of
the govermmen fnom the fear
of belng oused by the sppoddtion which
leads 1o 8 focis on public development and
service delivery. This back of fear also en-
tails the depaoliticzation of adminiiraion:
talented and skilled manpower is sought to
ensure efficient service delivery as the pres-
ideod nusi mainiain ifs popalarity with ike
masses. I ibe parliamentary system, there
is o separation of powers between legis-
lsture and government The political ex.
ecutive, chosen from the legislator halda
the real executive power, and hence ma-
imevitably made by the gowernment rath-
l,-rﬂml:ltpﬂiqrunl.1l1hpl.rldnﬂmlr
transforms the democracy info an eected
dictatorship. The representation of whale
Pakistan s somehon conldn't be pepresent-
ed, In the parllamentarian system, there la
a cowcept that who so ever province will be
harvimg more population will form the gov-
anment. Rooted in British colomial legacy,
the parliamentary system of governnsenl
has comtimmued 1o fall Given Pakistan's polil-
tcal realities, the presidential systemn might
deliver better resulix, as the presidential
svslem i far betler han forPakistan rath-
er than the parllamentarian sysiem. Un-
der the presidential system, the presideni
is the de jure & well as de facto head of 1he
conimtry’s admindstration. The president en-
Joys comiplete discretion in sdectingthose

people & minisers wiho possess po

It is erroneous to
equate the presiden-
tial system with dic-

tatorship as those
are completely dif-
ferent. Like parlia-
mentary democracy,
the presidential sys-
tem too is a demo-
cratic system. It's
high time that a
referondum must
be called in Paki-
stan on the gquestion
of adoption of the
presidential or par-
llamentary form of
government.

tential to discharge duties oftheir re spec-
tive portfolics efectively and ably. The
selection pool &5 vast and not confmed
o parbamentarians. The paolitical exec-
ubhve, thus chosen, represents crass-sec-
thons of soclefy. The undlected mindsiers
are neither motivated by shorl-tlerm pop-
ubist measmeres, nor bound by party com
promises, amd comcentrale oo chalking
outpolicies for long-term national goals.
The ministers compleely devote their en-
-L"I'!;H'-l- 1o the cotintryh development rather
than wasting their time in endless politics
and conciliatbons. Amother important ad-
varitage of the preaddentlal systen b that
party disciphine i magntained, with les-
sor chances of desertions. They thus pay
fsll atention 1o ke business of legislation
ghong with focusing on sbtrengihening the
constibatiomal framework and rule of b
In a holistic view, the
federation  always
runs on three vital el-
ements, Confidence,
Representation  and
trust. Trust is for en-
suring  the political
paribes that they ane
digibde to run the
siaie, represealion is
to fulil the demands
of people that they ane
represented and con-
bdence iz in the in-
stitiitions so thiy can
seistain the system. 0f
people in  Pakistan
want presideniial de.
moTacy. I cam b
inirodwced through a
o Flutionsl amerid -
ment, Parllament can
amend the comstitu-
tlom with two thind
of it Hous-

‘ A referendam can
alia be beld wnder
Arnicle 48 of the Constitstbon of Pakistan
1973 which reads as “if the Prime Minister
comnsiders iE necessary o hold a referendum
of afy malter of mitional lnportance, ke
may refer the matter to a joint sitiing of
the Parlimment amd if it is approved i joiot
sitting, the Prirme Mindcier may canse such
matter o be referred to a referendum in
the: form of question that s capable of be-
ing answered by either” Yed or ‘No™. Given
thie current political scenario, the preséden -
thal system s mot peribous for democracy
buf, In reality, it is a threat b0 the veded
ingerest of the carfugd political elive of our
Couniry. .l.Hh-:nugh 1hr|:l'nnnnfm
ingg the Constitution is described in Article
138 and 239, After the 13th Amendment
nere, 1 the faing session of Parlament gave
approval of that question then the gov-
emnment can hold the referendum in the
couptry. The Swapreme Court of Pakistan
termied four as basic pillar of the Comsal-
twtbon including (1) Parliamentary form of
governimenl. (1) Federalisa, (i) Islamic
way of Life and [:I'ﬂll'.lﬂ'n-u-:nl:l.l:-l;iﬂ:-:rl.n—
tion Ef yom have to alber the basic struchare
of the constitution then vou have 1o elect a

comstibpent assembly only for introducing

the smerddment. Britain has been sxerncis-
Lng the parliansentary system since kst 200
yoars, where the nation is 100% edwcsted
with fully disciplined life in dealing and
regarding the rule of law The demograph

ic and ethnic divide of Pakdslani sociely was
#0 deep that it will never accept thepresiden-
tial form of government. Besides the Gov-
ernment of India Act 1535, Pakistan inher-
fted penal biws and lis procedsaral code from
ike British legal system: along with Sharia
laws this has in effect Jormed 2 hybeid lagal
sywiem within the country. The confused
state of laws, and uncertainty for the com.
meon man to ask for redressal hasdelayed
justice. Democracy Index’s glob al ranking
in 2000 kinded Pakistan ar the 105th posi-
thon among 165 independent nations, and
was stll considered a Hybrid Regime. Ot
of the four typees of regimis: full democracy;
flanwed demncracy; hybeid regime or authos-
itarian regime. The country bas become the
sixth modt populous ¢oantry in the world
with an estimated population of 230 mil-
Hon people and it may reach 403 million by
2050, With one of the workds largest yowth
pogulation, as 5%, the country is ranked as
122nd ot of 190 coumtries fn the world in
flerms of quality and accessibility of health
<ape. As 27% of Pakisan’s population lives
below the poverty line, the average himan
developmeent index and the GDP afe the
bowedt as compared 1o olher South Asian
couiniries, and behind all these, one of the
chief reasons is Pakistan’s fragie political
sysiem. In our parllamentary system, mem-
bers of parllament change thelr loyalties
and are out 1o blackmall and presunze the
government for their own imberests. Thats
whiy et of the governaments has to use the
power of the president 1o proemdgate ordi-
nance frequently Ahbough major relorims
are requlfed for the Predidential syaem
in Pakistan. Presldemts should be the sole
man wilth sepreme aothority and be shomld
be sharing the power wilh Senale only
Whereas the Senate representatives shouald
be selected by the Genera] Elections. Every
stale shoald be having an egual number of
seats 30 the representation shosild be on an
equiality. When all the senators would have
been selected then there should be a gener-
al edection theough which President sheald
be selected for the nation of Pakistan, This

inaal répresentation will soet oot ibe Eoe
af MPC and would have sustained all thase

separatists}” movements who are turning
ke nation into fmhering and fumbling dis-
posithon. These relonms should be followed
in order to make Pakistan meore progressive
anvd sustained. Temes have changed, and not
just For Uhe prodetarkat and bourgeoisie. Even
i e gerseratbon of landed snd sarcan
tle chass admit that Palkistan’s political sy
tem ks not only rotten, bul delivers poorly on
goverpance. The lalufe of Pakistan shomld
brﬂ)mmplrﬂlmpdlmmﬂﬂr!hm:
important than our quest for a stable rep-
reserdative sysdem ot delivers democra:
<y and good governance right down fo the
grass roots, What Pakistan needs today is
effective and efficient local governance, a
beas burdensome syslem accessible to the
citizens, better and transparent inatitations
w0 people can rely on them — dmpdy re-
placing govertumenls and mot Axkng Dot
fustiona will oot eradicate corraption, Esigt
rather add o it Changing its model of gov-
enment o lhe presidential sydem is the
best way bo ensure & democracy that works
im Pakistan. Thersfore, il I:i:lhgi tirme Ehat
a referendum must be called i Pakistan
an the guestion of adoption of the presi-
dential or parllamentary form of govern-
mteral and let it be decided by the citizens
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Despite
these un-
imaginable
hardships,
the people
of Kash-
mir remain
steadfast
in their pur-
suit of free-
dom and
self-deter-
mination.
Their resil-
ience is a
testament
to the hu-
man spirit’s
capacity
for courage
and hope

region that has endured decades of suffering and resilience
in the face of Indian brutalities. Since 1947, Kashmir has
been subjected to military occupation, human rights violations,
and unspeakable atrocities. 5 Years of Military Siege in Indian 0-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir ([IO]K) have completed.
The abrogation of Article 370 by the Indian government on Au-
gust 5, 2019, marked a new chapter in the Kashmir conflict. Ar-
ticle 370 granted special autonomy to the region, allowing it to
have its own constitution and limited independence over matters
except for foreign affairs, defence, finance, and communications.
The revocation of this special status was met with widespread pro-
tests in Kashmir and condemnation from Pakistan. The Kashmir
conflict, rooted in the violent partition of the Indian subconti-
nent in 1947, has been one of the most enduring and
bloody conflicts in modern history. The region of
Jammu and Kashmir, nestled between India and
Paldstan, has witnessed over seven decades of
political strife, military confrontations, and,
most tragically, the relentless suffering of its
people. Each year, Kashmir Siege Day is ob-
served to remind the world of the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in the region—a crisis
marked by widespread human rights abuses,
including mass killings, disappearances, torture,
and sexual violence. Since 1947, the Kashmir con-
flict has claimed the lives of tens of thousands of peo-
ple. According to various human rights organizations
and local sources, more than 427,000 people have been
killed in the conflict, with the majority of the casual-
ties being civilians. The physical scars of the Kashmir
conflict are visible in the thousands of people who have
been injured or maimed over the years. According to
local estimates, over 916,000 people have been injured
in the conflict since 1947, many of them permanently
disabled. The report also mentioned the destruction of
210,367 civilian properties including houses and struc-
tures and the gang-rape/molestation of 21,219 women
by the troops during the period to expose the reality
of the Indian Army’ Sadbhavana-like operations. The
conflict has seen various phases of violence, including three full-
scale wars between India and Pakistan (1947-48, 1965, and 1971),
numerous skirmishes, and a full-blown insurgency that began in
the late 1980s. Unending hostility between India and Pakistan
over the Kashmir dispute has been witnessed by the entire inter-
national commumity for the last seven decades. Kashmir is the
most violent and volatile conflict zone between two nuclear rivals
- India & Pakistan in South Asia. The conflict becomes more frag-
ile when the stakeholders are nuclear-armed because it certainly
risks regional and international peace. The continuing curfew in
Indian-held Kashmir in the backdrop of revoking Article 370 and
35(A) on 5th August 2019, heavy military presence, media black-
out, kidnapping of young boys, brutal patterns of violence and
suppression of masses’ voices have ignited a wave of protest and
condemnation from the global community, which is emphasizing
on a peaceful and sustainable resolution of long-standing Kashmir
conflict. Since 5th August 2019, the abrogation of Articles 370 and
35(A) has given the Kashmir conflict a different dimension. It has
not only changed the autonomous status of Jammu and Kashmir
{J&K) but also compromised the safeguarding of the demograph-
ic status of J&K as a Muslim-majority state in India. Since 1947,
India and Pakistan have been locked into continuous adverse re-
lations due to the conflict in Kashmir and do not find a common
ground to bring peace to the region. Therefore, peace is an urgent
need to address and redress the grievances of Kashmiris. In the
decades that followed, the death toll continued to rise. The insur-
gency led to a heavy militarization of the region, with Kashmir
becoming one of the most militarized zones in the world. Reports
from human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch, have docu-
mented numerous instances of extraju-
dicial killings, enforced disappearances,
and summary executions by Indian se-
curity forces. The Indian government, %
while acknowledging some incidents g
of human rights abuses, has largely de-
fended its actions as necessary to com- .=
bat terrorism and maintain law and or-
der in the region. The use of pellet guns
by Indian security forces, particularly
in response to protests, has drawn in-
ternational condemnation. These weap-
ons, intended to be non-lethal, have
caused horrific injuries, with hundreds
of people, including children, losing
their eyesight or suffering severe facial
injuries. The psychological trauma in-
flicted on the people of Kashmir is im

j ugist 5th marks a sombre day in the history of Kashmir, a
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measiirable. The constant presence of security forces, the frequent
imposition of curfews, and the pervasive atmosphere of fear and
uncertainty have left deep mental scars on the population. Cases
of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and anxiety
are widespread, particularly among children who have grown up
in the conflict zone. Sexual violence has been one of the most har-
rowing aspects of the Kashmir conflict. The use of rape as a weap-
on of war has been documented in several instances, with women
and girls being subjected to brutal acts of viclence by both state
and non-state actors. One of the most infamous cases is the Kunan
Poshpora incident of 1991, where soldiers from the Indian Army
allegedly raped between 23 and 100 women in the twin villages of
Kunan and Poshpora. Despite the outcry and the subsequent legal
battles, justice has remained elusive for the victims, with the case
still languishing in the courts decades later.

In the immediate aftermath of the abrogation, the Indian govern-
ment imposed a strict lockdown in the region, cutting off all com-
mimication channels, including internet and mobile phone servic-
es. Thousands of additional troops were deployed to enforce the
lockdown, leading to what has been described as the most severe
siege in Kashmir’ recent history. The lockdown had a devastating
impact on the daily lives of Kashmiris. The communication black-
out left the population isolated from the rest of the world, unable
to comtact family members or access essential services. The heavy
military presence and the imposition of curfews severely restricted
movement, making it difficult for people to access medical care,
education, and even basic necessities like food and water. The lock-
down also had a significant economic impact on the region, with
businesses forced to close and tourism, a major source of income
for many Kashmiris, coming toa standstill. The education of thou-
sands of children was disrupted, with schools and colleges remain-
ing closed for months, Despite the harsh measures, the Kashmiri
people continued to resist, using whatever means were available to
them. Protests erupted across the region, with people taking to the
streets to express their anger and frustration. The Indian govern-
ment’s response was predictably harsh, with security forces using
tear gas, pellet guns, and live ammunition to disperse the crowds.
Reports of arbitrary arrests, beatings, and torture of protesters, in-
cluding minors, further inflamed tensions. The resilience of the
Kashmiri people in the face of decades of oppression is nothing
short of remarkable. Despite the overwhelming odds, they have
continued to resist the occupation and assert their right to self-de-
termination. This resistance has taken many forms, from armed
struggle to peaceful protests, from political activism to art and lit-
erature, The freedom of Kashmir that began in the late 19805 was
driven by a sense of betrayal and disillusionment with the Indian
state, which had promised autonomy and self-determination but
failed to deliver. Many of them young men, took up arms against
the Indian state, driven by a desire for independence or, in some
cases, accession to Pakistan. The Indian government’ response
was brutal, with widespread human rights abuses committed by
security forces in the name of counterinsurgency. In recent years,
however, there has been a shift towards non-violent resistance.
Civil society in Kashmir has played a crucial role in documenting
human rights abuges, providing support to the victims, and keep-
ing the struggle for justice alive. Human rights activists, journal-
ists, and lawyers have worked tirelessly, often at great personal risk,
to expose the reality of life in Kashmir and advocate for the rights
of its people. Art and literature have also become powerful tools
of resistance. Kashmiri poets, writers, and artists have used their
work to express the pain, suffering, and resilience of their people.
Their work serves not only as a form of resistance but also as a
means of preserving the cultural heritage of Kashmir, which is un-
der threat from the ongoing conflict. The international response to
the Kashmir conflict has been a mix of condemnation, silence, and
complicity. While some countries and international organizations
have spoken out against the human rightsabuses in Kashmir, many
others have remained silent, either out of political expediency or
fear of damaging relations with India, a rising global power. The
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United Nations has passed several resolutions on Kashmir, calling
for a plebiscite to determine the region’s future and urging respect
for human rights. However, these resolutions have been largely ig-
noted, and the UN has been criticized for its failure to take concrete
action to resolve the conflict. Human rights organizations, such as
Ammnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the International
Commission of Jurists, have docimented numerods cases of human
rights violations in Kashmir, calling for accountability and justice for
the victims. These organizations have also highlighted the culture of
impunity that exists in the region, with security forces rarely held ac-
countable for their actions. However, despite these efforts, there has
been little progress in addressing the human rights situation in Kash-
mir. The Indian government has dismissed many of these reports as
biased and politically motivated and has continued to deny access to
international observers and journalists, The role of the United States,
the European Union, and other major powers has been particularly
disappointing. While these countries have expressed concern over
the situation in Kashmir, they have largely refrained from taking any
meaningful action, preferring to maintain their strategic and eco-
nomic ties with India. This has led to accusations of double standards,
with critics pointing out that these same countries have been quick to
condemn hiuman rights abuses in other parts of the world.
Despite these unimaginable hardships, the people of Kashmir remain
steadfast in their pursuit of freedom and self-determination. Their
resilience is a testament to the human spirif’s capacity for courage and
hope. As we reflect on Kashmir Siege Day, we honour the memories
of those who have suffered and continue to suffer. We also recom-
mit ourselves to supporting the Kashmiri people’ struggle for justice
and human rights. The state of Jammu and Kashmir is an unresolved
agenda of Britain and a disputed territory between India and Paki-
stan. Both parties acknowledged the disputed status of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir in the UN Security Council resolutions of Au-
gust 13, 1548, and on January 5, 1949, both the two countries were
considered a party. UN resclutions remain operative and cannot be
unilaterally disregarded by either party. As agreed in the UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions peaceful and bilateral negotiations would
be made between India and Pakistan over the future status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. It, therefore, entails a fair, free and international-
ly supervised plebiscite that should be aimed at securing the right
of self-determination for the people of Kashmir. The current status
shows both positions on Kashmir, as, Pakistan is, in favour of the
UN plebiscite as per the wishes of the Kashmiri people. The future
of Kashmir remains uncertain. The conflict shows no signs of resolu-
tion, with both India and Pakistan refusing to compromise on their
respective positions. The people of Kashmir, caught in the middle of
this geopaolitical strugple, continue to suffer, with no end in sight to
their ordeal. However, despite the bleak situation, there is still hope.
The resilience and determination of the Kashmiri people, coupled
with growing international awareness of their plight, offer a glim-
mer of hope for the future. The increasing global focus on human
rights and justice, particularly in the wake of movements like Black
Lives Matter and the global response to the Rohingya crisis, suggests
that the world may finally be waking up to the suffering of the Kash-
miri people. For any meaningful progress to be made, however, it is
crucial that the international community takes a more active role in
resolving the conflict. This includes not only holding India account-
able for its human rights abuses but also addressing the underlying
political issues that have fueled the conflict for decades. The people
of Kashmir must be given the opportunity to determine their own
future, free from external interference and coerdon. As we reflect on
Kashmir Siege Day, we are reminded of the immense suffering and
resilience of the Kashmiri people. For over seven decades, they have
endured unimaginable hardships, from mass killings and sexual vio-
lence to enforced disappearances and economic deprivation. Yet, de-
gpite these challenges, they have continued to resist, to fight for their
rights, and to demand justice. The international commumity must not
turn a blind eye to the plight of the Kashmiri people. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to stand with them in their strugple for freedom
and dignity. Only by acknowledging the truth, holding the perpetra-
tors of human rights abuses accountable, and work-
 ing towards a just and peaceful resolution of the con-
¢ flict can we hope to bring an end to the suffering of
~ the Kashmiri people. As we observe Kashmir Siege
Day, let us not only remember the victims of this
long and brutal conflict but also renew our commit-
ment to advocating for their rights and supporting
their quest for justice. The people of Kashmir deserve
nothing less. Regrettably, even the UN is not ina po-
sition to play any positive role without the support of
the pro-Indian powers enjoying veto power. That is
a stark reality. The international community and the
UN, if they ever feel their obligation towards them
as per the UN resolution that the Kashmir dispute
could be resolved. Pakistan for which Kashmir is
an unfinished agenda of the partition will and must
continie to persist with its moral, political and dip-
lomatic support to the freedom struggle in 10K as
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ASER Paki-
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mental right
to education
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improve the
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SER. Pakistan, a flagship program of Idara-e-Taleem-

o-Aagahi (ITA), conducted one of the largest house-
hold-based national learning assessment surveys in

2023 to gauge the foundational literacy and numer-

acy proficiency of children in Pakistan between the ages of five
and sixteen. Every year, ASERs extensive collection of open-
source data allows our citizen volunteers to evaluate Pakistans
educational system by gathering information on the learning
outcomes of children along with household and school-level
indicators. ASER’s methodology of collecting the data by mo-
bilizing 11000 volunteers makes it not only unique but

also transparent and inclusive. The MoFE&PT, the
provincial governments along the All Pakistan
Private Schools Federation (APPSF) through
ASER 2023 have access to levels of foundation-
al learning data across Pakistan for formal and
non-formal, state and non-state education sys-
tems from ASER Pakistan as a regular bench-
mark and prime reference document for SDG
4.1 tracking by the SDG secretariat and also for
Article 25 a, the fundamental right to education
in Pakistan. The ASER Pakistan 2023 records will
help to improve the enrollment levels across the coun-
try corroborating with the Pakistan Institute of Edu-
cation (PIE) 2024 Pakistan Education Statistics report,
narrowing gender gaps in enrolment and in learning
due to both demand side factors and supply side ef-
forts of all actors. The Annual Status of Education Re-
port (ASER]), a citizen-led, household-based survey,
was one of the largest conducted in terms of its scale
and scope in the year 2023. Along with 151 rural and
also conducted the survey in 123 urban districts which
was a huge assignment to manage, given the paucity of
time. The survey mobilized 16 pariner organizations
and 11000 educated praduate degree enumerators, a
mobile phone and a passion to uncover the core chal-
lenges of the education sector as active citizens. The volunteers
and the master trainers from partner organizations were pro-
vided three days of rigorous field-based training, to conduict the
oral one-to-one assessment in homes for both in-school and
out-of-school children, triangulated by vital information from
the households and visits to the local schools. In some districts,
volunteers collected the information for the first time on the
application, providing real-time information. The goal was to
provide parents and other local actors with vital information
on foundational learning so they could hold local officials and
schools accountable for learning outcomes. This is why the con-
tribution is so significant it goes beyond simply collecting the
annual data mapping children’s learning propress, having estab-
lished a vital component of the changing ecosystem, serving as
a catalyst for bottom -up accountability and action to enhance
learning in schools and to bring much-needed attention to the
core dimensions of access, learning and equity for tracking 25-
A, right to education and SDG 4. If's expected that ASER Paki-
stan 2023 can make significant progress in converting data into
action. In addition to capacity building and partnerships pro-
vided by ITA teams through ASER Pakistan, as civil society and
autonomods organizations are extended a forum to collaborate
and create solutions with the local community. Foundational
learning is defined as basic literacy, numeracy, and transfera-
ble skills such as socioemotional skills that provide the funda-
mental building blocks for all other learning, knowledge, and
higher-order skills. Embarking on the journey of collecting re-
al-time data from the field, and reaching out to both urban and
rural areas to present the first National Foundational Learning
profile, it believed that the contributions of the ASER and ITA
Pakistan can help the potential to change the educational land-
scape in the years to come, on such an evidence-based demo-
cratic citizen-led movement, from assessment to accountability
to action. Which has been providing
policymakers and practitioners with
an important measure of foundational
literacy and numeracy levels for chil-
dren aged 5-16 years across Pakistan
since 2009. ASER a call to action for
stepping up efforts to improve foun-
dational learning, is an essential public
good produced by civil society in close
collaboration with the government.
ASER 2023 marks yet another impor-
tant milestone in this journey, provid-
ing household-based learning data for
children across 151 rural and 123 ur-
ban districts. This is a huge undertak-
ing reaching out to 272,370 children
3-16 years and 200,987 children aged

5-16 years whose learning levels have been assessed using a sim-
ple grade two level tool (lower primary), robustly mapped to
SDG 4.1.1 aand the national and provincial curriculum student
learning outcomes (SLOs), in rural Pakistan. ASER fills a critical
gap in learning data as no other national or provincial assess-
ment in Pakistan has consistently measured learning levels in
early grades. By measuring learning for children across the ages
of 5-16, ASER also shows that children who are not learning
the basics by grade 3, continue to struggle, with foundational
learning gaps persisting in grades 5, 8 and even 10. South-South
learning networks, such as the PAL Network, of which ASER
Pakistan is an integral member, are making a powerful case to
focus efforts on foundational learning. ASER provides open data
on foundational learning, along with a host of other important
education indicators, and is a national repository for evidence,
mobilization, and actions for learning solutions. ASER is a relia-
ble, meaningful measure of student learning and provides com-
parability over time so that we can tell if things are improving
or not. It can be used for reporting on SDG 4.1.1 a and Article
25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan, as a model of good prac-
tice and accountability for foundational learning results.
Pakistan ranks as the 5th most vulnerable country to the impacts
of climate change according to the Global Climate Risk Index
{(UN-Habitat, 2023). Climate change and displacement caused
by rising global temperatures exacerbate the inequalities and
barriers that already exist. In particular, the effects of these are
felt more deeply by those belonging to more socio-economically
disadvantaged backgrounds, by women and girls, rural commu-
nities, and persons with disabilities (UNESCO, 2023). The dli-
mate crisis also intersects with another crisis - interruptions to
education and learning and the resulting widening inequalities
caised by the COVID-19 pandemic. The founding Develop-
ment Partners of the Global Coalition for Foundational Learn-
ing are FCDO, UNICEE UNESCO, USAID, the World Bank
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF). As develop-
ment partners with a shared commitment to improving foun-
dational learning for all, we have to come together to address
this challenge through the Global Coalition for Foundational
Learning with a shared commitment to improving foundational
learning for all and a desire to work together to drive change
mare quickly. We have to work differently and together, to en-
sure we meet the commitments as set out in the Commitment
to Action on Foundational Learning, launched by the Coalition
at the UN Secretary General’s Transforming Education Summit
(TES). Working closely with government partners, we have to
collaborate on addressing the learning crisis, including develop-
ing a shared understanding of the challenges in order to support
country-led action and implementation, improve learning data
and monitoring mechanisms and continue advocacy and com-
mimication on the importance of foundational learning, There
is evidence to show that disasters are now increasing in severity
and occurring almost five times as often as they did 40 years
ago and these disasters are disrupting the education of nearly
40 million children a year. The effects of these disasters on edu-
cation are direct and indirect - flooding, for example, destroys
schools, droughts result in children having to go further to col-
lect water, financial impacts of climate shocks mean families
cannot afford to keep children in school. Current, high-quality
research in global contexts shows that without urgent action,
climate change will make it increasingly challenging to achieve
a quality education. The findings from ASER 2023 on these is-
sues are stark. It is well kmown that certain regions in Pakistan
are particularly prone to the impacts of climate change. It is well
kmown that the recent floods that hit the country have been a
lmown that the recent floods that hit the country have been a
catalyst for the many risks faced by vulnerable and marginal-
ised populations living in these regions. The rural sample has
revealed that whilst nationally, almost 22 per cent of the house-
holds reported being affected by the floods in 2022, there are

stark regional disparities with 49 per cent of the households in
Sindh and 47 per cent in Balochistan noting that their house-
hold was affected by the 2022 floods. The findings are even more
telling - with 69 per cent of households in rural Sindh and al-
most two-thirds of those in rural Balochistan reporting being
significantly or moderately impacted by any natural disaster/
event in the past year. In Balochistan, almost a quarter of the ru-
ral respondents sampled reported a decline in earnings between
26-50% and in Sindh the equivalent was almost 19% of house-
holds. The impacts of climate shocks will have long-lasting ef-
fects on the wellbeing, learning, life and economic outcomes of
those directly affected but are also likely to be transmitted across
future generations.
According to Article 25A: “The State shall provide free and
compulsory education to all children of the age of five to sixteen
years in such manner as may be determined by law” Article 254
was added to the basic rights section of the Constitution of the
country in 2010, There were laws for universal primary educa-
tion even before then but the right to education, for all children
and, in fact, the obligation (free and compulsory) to educate
ALL children for 10 odd years was added to the Constitution
in 2010, The tragedy is, despite the constitutional promise we
are no closer to fulfilling this promise to our children than we
were in 2010, By latest estimates, more than 26 million children
between the ages of five to sixteen years are out of school in
Pakistan. We have report after report, including many rounds
of Annual Status of Education (ASER) data that show that the
majority of children who are enrolled in schools have been and
are getting poor quality of education. This has been corrobo-
rated by reports from the World Bank as well. Grade 5 children
can hardly do grade 3 work, and many children in grade 8 are
not able to read paragraphs and do simple mathematics. We are
simply not living up to the promises we have made, implicitly
and explicitly, to our children as far as educational opportuni-
ties to access and quality are concerned. As a state and society,
we have to encourage the private sector to develop as a provider
of education services at both K-12 and university levels. Today
we have an education system in the country that is extremely
differentiated, fragmented, diverse and iniquitous. Education-
al institutions vary along many variables. Of these, the pub-
lic schooling system only caters to 24 million and the private
schooling system caters to 26.9 million, with over 26 million
currently out-of-school-children (OOSC). As per All Pakistan
Private Schools Federation's data and Pakistan Education Sta-
tistics 2020-21, private educational institutions are serving a
sizeable mumber of students {56%) with 26.9 million students,
1.5 million teachers and 207,000 private schools. We need more
than 200,000 schools with 2 million new teachers, to cater to
over 26 million currently out-of-school-children {OOSC). Pri-
vate entrepreneurs and individuals should be encouraged and
piven incentives to open new schools and adopt schools for in-
frastructure development and the provision of necessary facil-
ities. The incentives could be in the shape of tax amenities and
rebates or the attribution of private schools for at least 10 years.
Article 25-A of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pa-
kistan safeguards the Right to Education of children aged 5-16
years. After devolution under the 18th Constitutional Amend-
ment, the Provincial Assemblies also enacted Article 25-A to
enstire free and compulsory education to all children and ap-
proved Compulsory Education Acts. Pakistan is also a signatory
of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which reiterates Pa-
kistan’s pledge to mainstream out-of-school-children (OOSC)
by the year 2030. This legal provision in the constitution of Paki-
stan and international commitment shows a strong determina-
tion to address the challenge of OOSC. PPPs can expand access
to education, particularly in underserved areas. By partnering
with private entities, the gpovernment can extend its reach, en-
suring that quality education reaches every corner of the coun-
try. In these circumstances, no doubt, ASER is a national asset
working in close collaboration with public sec-
tor departments of school education and literacy
and the MoFEPT to be used extensively in rele-
vant citations at provincial, national and plobal
levels for lower primary indicators of SDG 4. No
bounty, the efforts of the Government of Paki-
stam, both at the Federal and Provincial levels are
commended in pursuing this fundamental poli-
cy priority with the utmost focus and resolve. As
a first step, and to complement ASER, we should
call on the Government to design and deploy
large-scale, nationally, and provindally repre-
sentative, comparable learning data over time to
- know whether students are learning, which are
being left behind and to understand where to
adjust education policies and practices based on
agreed minimum proficiency levels.
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Pakistan can
learn from in-
ternational
best practic-
es and invest
in promoting
ADR aware-
ness, infra-
structure,
and training.
By embrac-
ing ADR and
focusing on
judicial perfor-
mance met-
rics, Pakistan
can enhance
judicial effi-
ciency, trans-
parency, and
easy access
to justice.

resolution, with Alternative Dispute Resolution
|ADE) emerging as a beacon of hope to alleviate the
burden on courts. ADR mechanisms like mediation, arbi-
tration, and conciliation offer a faster, cost-effective, and
more amicable alternative to traditional litigation. This
delves into the importance of ADR in reducing the burden
on courts, comparing Pakistan with the USA, UK, Germa-
ny, China, and India. The extent of civilization in society
may be judged through getting into their prisons. A real
photo of the country of the justice machine and the ad-
ministration of justice will emerge from the functioning of
the courts and the wide variety of instances pending. Paki-
stan’s post-colonial legal gadget is old-fashioned, facing
contemporary demanding situations and failing to
satisfy the country’s growing wishes for interna-
tional integration, dependable exchange trans-
actions and justice for the not-unusual guy. A
tramework for prison and judicial reforms is
urgently needed to ensure inner peace and
harmony. A document via the sector Justice
Challenges Rule of Law Index 2023 supgests
that Pakistan is the lowest-acting international
location in phrases of its adherence to the guide-
lines of law, ranked hundred and thirtieth out of
139. Even in South Asia, Pakistan’s role is second best
to ultimate. Nepal, 5ri Lanka, India, and Bangladesh
have all achieved higher than Pakistan in the guide-
line of law even as only Afghanistan islimited beneath
Paldstan inside the vicinity. Paldstan abuses in areas
of corruption, fundamental rights, order and security
and regulation enforcement. In these areas, Pakistan
is the second worst region in the vicinity. In phras-
es of the criminal justice padget, social justice, open
authorities and barriers to country energy, Pakistan
ranks fourth in six nations surveyed. Globally, Paki-
gtan ranks among the bottom three countriesin terms
of order and safety, ranking 137th out of 139 nations
surveyed. In terms of social justice, law enforcement,
fundamental rights, and corruption, Pakistan ranks 124th,
123rd, 126th, and 123rd respectively. The country’s judicial
system is burdened with an overwhelming 2,259,655 pend-
ing cases across various courts. The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has 53,138 pending cases, with a total strength of 17
judges, two of whom are vacant. The Pederal Shariat Court
has 178 pending cases, while the [slamabad High Court
has 16,374 pending cases and only one vacancy for a judge.
The district and sessions courts in Islamabad have 51,849
pending cases, with 70 judges working and 33 vacancies.
At the provincial level, the Lahore High Court has a sanc-
tioned strength of 60 judges but only 50 are working, with
193,030 pending cases. In Punjab’s district and sessions
courts, 1,345,632 civil and family cases are pending, with
a sanctioned strength of 2,364 judges, of which 1,616 have
been appointed, leaving 748 vacancies. The Sindh High
Court has a sanctioned strength of 40 judges, with six va-
cancies and 83,150 pending cases. In Sindbs district judici-
ary, 568 judges are working, with 54 vacancies and 115,296
pending cases. The Peshawar High Court has 20 judges,
with five vacancies and 42,180 pending cases. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwak districtand sessions courts, 596 judges have
been appointed, with 124 vacancies and 240,436 pending
cases. The Baluchistan High Court has 15 judges, with five
vacancies and 4,663 pending cases. The province’s district
judiciary has 208 judges, with a sanctioned strength of 270
and 15,729 pending cases. The prison population in Paki-
stan stands at 59,439, with 32 provincial prisons and 215
legal detention facilities. Prisoners under trial outnum-
ber convicts by four times, with 69% of prisoners being
comvicts and 19.50% and 11.50%
being convicted and under trial
respectively. The justice system
in Pakistan is struggling to cope
with the overwhelming number
of cases, leading to a loss of faith
in the ability to administer justice
and resolve grievances. The situa-
tion requires immediate attention
and in-depth research to take cor-
rective action before the system
collapses, leading to chaos and
anarchy in the commuinity.
Judicial  performance  met-
rics are a vital tool for en-

hanc ing judicial -efficiency
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and transparency. Key performance indicators incude
clearance rate, disposal rate, pendency rate, and the av-
erape age of pending cases. Regrettably, Pakistan’ judicial
gystem lags behind its counterparts in developed nations.
As of 2022, Pakistan’s clearance rate stands at 54.6%, dis-
posal rate at 63.2%, pendency rate at 71.4%, and the aver-
age age of pending cases is 7.5 years. In contrast, the Unit-
ed States boasts a clearance rate of 75%, a disposal rate of
BD%, a pendency rate of 40%, and an average age of pend-
ing cases of 1.5 years. The United Kingdom’s cdearance
rate is 80%, disposal rate is 85%, pendency rate is 30%,
and the average age of pending cases is 1 year. Germany’s
clearance rate is 85%, disposal rate is 90%, pendency rate
is 25%, and the average age of pending cases is 0.5 years.
Ching’s clearance rate is 80%, disposal rate is 85%, pen-
dency rate is 35%, and the average age of pending cases is
1 year. India’s clearance rate is 65%, disposal rate is 70%,
pendency rate is 50%, and the average age of pending cas-
es is 2 years. These comparative metrics underscore the
need for Pakistan’s judicial system to address its efficiency
and transparency challenges. The ADR manner is being
efficiently implemented in the evolved international loca-
tions and nearly 80 per cent of the cases lodged in British
and Australian Courts are being settled through the ADR
method thereby saving the price of the events and sparing
time for the court for adjudication of complicated felony
issues and instances which do not qualify for selection
under the ADR procedure. The Civil Procedure Code
with the aid of modification vide Ordinance 34 of 2002
has delivered the basic concept of the ADR system how-
ever guidance has now not been supplied as to how and
by way of what technique this manner is to be hired by
way of courts. The courts, the legal professionals, and the
litigant parties should receive that this manner is benefi-
cial in considerably decreasing the workload of the courts
by presenting the birthday party’s opportunity to settle
their dispute out of doors the court. The effectiveness of
this technique in saving time and value of the events and
approximately their involvement within the procedure
as facilitators whose steering events want and require
watching the litigant’s hobby. I's, therefore, recommend-
ed to provide the mechanism, the model, and the way of
adopting the change Dispute decision technique. The US
has a well-established ADR system, with mediation and
arbitration being widely used. The American Arbitra-
tion Association (AAA) reports a significant increase in
ADR cases, with 30% of disputes resolved through me-
diation. The UK has a robust ADR framework, with the
Civil Justice Council promoting mediation and arbitra-
tion. ADR. has contributed to a 20% reduction in court
cases. Germany’s ADR system is highly developed, with
a strong emphasis on mediation. The German Mediation
Act (2012) has led to a significant increase in mediation
cases. China has made significant strides in ADR, with a
focus on mediation and arbitration. The Supreme Peoplés
Court has established ADR centres, resulting in a 30% re-
duction in court cases. India has a growing ADE system,
with the Arbitration and Conciliation Act (1996) provid-
ing a framework for ADR. The Indian government has
launched initiatives to promote ADR, resulting in a 25%
reduction in court cases.

It is imperative to establish Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion [ADR) Centers and dedicate specific centres within
court and tribunal premises to facilitate effortless access
to ADR services. Additionally, a National ADR Coun-
cil should be established to oversee ADR development,
standards, and policy-making. Online ADR Platforms
efficiency. ADR training and workshops should be incor-
porated into educational institutions to cultivate a culture

=0 itigation

of conflict resolution. Specialized ADR Courts should
be developed to streamline the process and reduce court
burden. Corporate ADR Adoption should be encouraged,
incentivizing companies to adopt ADR for commercial
disputes, thereby reducing litigation costs and enhanc-
ing business relationships. Regular training and certifica-
tion programs for ADR professionals are essential to en-
hance their skills. Public awareness campaigns should be
launched to educate citizens about the benefits and process-
esof ADR. ADR should be integrated into court processes,
making it a mandatory step before litigation, and encour-
aging parties to explore ADR. options. Key performance
indicators (KPIs) like settlement rates, time., and cost sav-
ings should be tracked to assess ADR effectiveness. By im-
plementing these recommendaticns, Pakdstan can signifi-
cantly enhance its dispuite resolution landscape, improving
judicial efficiency, transparency, and access to justice. ADR
can resolve up to 50% of cases, decreasing court workload
and enabling faster dispute resolution. ADR processes are
cost-effective, saving parties up to 70% of litigation costs,
and leading to higher party satisfaction rates. ADR pro-
vides an affordable and accessible alternative for margin-
alized communities, increasing access to justice. ADR can
reduce court cases by up to 70%, enabling faster disposal
of pending cases and increasing citizen satisfaction. ADR
can also save the economy up to 2% of GDP by reducing
litigation costs and enhancing business productivity. Fur-
thermore, ADR training and certification programs can
enhance lawyers’ skills, making them more competitive
and effective. The environmental benefits of ADR include
reduced paper usage and digital platforms contributing to
a more sustainable legal systerm. In Pakistan, ADR has re-
solved over 20,000 cases in the past two years, with a set-
tlement rate of 65%. Internationally, ADR has saved busi-
nesses over $2.5 billion in litigation costs annually in the
USA, reduced court cases by 25% in the UK, achieved a
settlement rate of 90% in commercial disputes in Germany,
resolved over 100,000 cases in China, and reduced court
pendency by 20% in India. By implementing these exclu-
sive recommendations and leveraging the benefits of ADR,
Pakistan can revolutionize its dispute resolution land-
scape, enhancing judicial efficiency, citizen satisfaction,
and economic productivity. The adoption of Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanisms in Pakistan has
the potential to transform the country’s legal landscape,
unlocking a faster, more cost-effective, and amicable dis-
piite resolution process. By embracing ADR, Pakistan can:
Reduce court burden by up to 70%; Achieve settlement
rates of 80-90%; Save the economy up to 2% of GDP; En-
hance judicial efficiency and transparency; and increase
citizen satisfaction and access to justice. To fully harness
the benefits of ADR, Pakistan must: Establish a National
ADR Council to oversee development and policy-making;
Imiplement online ADR platforms for increased accessibil-
ity; Introduce ADR training in educational institutions to
toster a culture of conflict resolution; Develop specialized
ADR. courts for streamlined processes; and encourage cor-
porate ADR adoption for commercial disputes. By taking
these steps, Pakistan can join the ranks of global leaders in
ADR, revolutionizing its dispute resolution landscape and
enhancing its economic and social development. The time
for ADR in Pakistan is now - let us seize this opportuni-
ty to create a more just and efficient society for all. ADR
mechanisms like mediation, arbitration, and conciliation
offer a promising solution to reduce the burden on courts.
Pakistan’s judicial system faces significant challenges, in-
cluding a massive backlog of cases and lengthy trials. ADR
can play a vital role in addressing these issues. The country
has made strides in promoting ADR, with the establish-
ment of the Alternate Dispute Res-
olation Council (ADRC) in 2019,
However, more needs to be done to
increase awareness and adoption of
ADR mechanisms. Judicial perfor-
mance metrics are essential in eval-
uating the effectiveness of ADR and
identifying areas for improvement.
Pakistan can learn from interna-
tional best practices and invest in
promoting ADR awareness, infra-
structure, and training. By embrac-
ing ADR and focusing on judicial
performance metrics, Pakistan can
enhance judicial efficiency, trans-

parency, and easy access to justice.
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rime Minister Imran Khan

has said that the ruling PTI

had changed Pakistan’s dec-

ades-long policy of pushing for
strategic depth in Afghanistan to ensure
that there was a friendly government
there. There is a belief that Pakistank
support to Afghan Pashtuns is aimed at
finding a counterweight to the nation-
alists who interfere in Pakistan’s inter-
nal affairs and challenge the legality of
the border. Those Pashtuns who receive
support from Pakistan will give in to
the Pakistani point of view concerning
the border issue among other things. Af-
ghanistan has been mired in chaos and
misery over the past 20 years. The war
has killed at least 100,000 civilians and
left the country’s political and economic
systems in dire straits. The US wanted to
build a new, more palatable Afghanistan
to American self-interests, but it did not
devote enough resources to rebuilding
Afghanistan. Only with its troops in the
country, the US only maintained a sem-
blance of stability in Afghanistan. The
withdrawal of US forces from Afghani-
stan is expected to complete much before
the September 11, 2021 deadline. Owver
the past two decades, US troops and
those of its allies were sent to Afghani-
stan to support Afghanistan’s public se-
curity and during this process, it tried to
cultivate a pro-America regime, but this
was totally a failure. The withdrawal of
troops at this ime shows that the US has
realized its Afghan policy is a failure. At
the same time, it also wants to move more
resources to the Western Pacific region
and focus on strategic competition with
China. In comparison to irresponsible
US deeds, China underlines that the Af-
ghan issue can only be resolved by po-
litical means and the future of Afghan-
istan should be left in the hands of the
Afghan people. Afghan Taliban fighters
have captured four more districts from
government forces in the past 24 hours
amid an escalation in fighting across the
country. The Taliban wanted to show
their might and seek concessions on
the negotiations when the stalled in-
tra-Afghan peace talks resume. Since
last month, at least seven other districts
have also fallen to the Taliban, two of

Pakistan needs to re-evaluate its Afghan-policy!

them close to the capital city, Kabul, in
the Maidan Wardak province. It comes
after the US began withdrawing its re-
maining troops from the war-torn state.
In its annual Afghanistan Protection
of Civilians in Armed Conflict report
released in February, the UNs human
rights agency and its assistance mission
in the country said that there was a dis-
turbing spike in dvilian deaths, with
3,035 fatalities and 5,785 injuries regis-
tered in 2020. The Taliban have carried
out a string of attacks near vulnerable
provincial capitals across Afghanistan
since May 1, when the withdrawal pro-
cess for the nearly 3,000 US-led foreign
troops began. It has resulted in an up-
tick in violence, which is a sign that the
Taliban is assessing the government's
capacity to safeguard the country once
the withdrawal process is completed.
Islamabad have assessed that at this
stage the US wants a safe and respecta-
ble withdrawal without a perception of
defeat, and a broad-based political set-
tlement in Kabul leading to an inclusive
government. The US has about twenty
bases in the Middle East region and want
to retain some foothold in the region. It
is believed that 50 per cent of the area
of Afghanistan is currently under the
control of the Taliban, 30 per cent under
control government and the remaining
20 per cent is hotly contested between
the two. Taliban are now an internation-
ally recognised entity. All countries in
the region are therefore trying to estab-
lish some form of relations with them
realising that they will be major players
in any future Afghan set-up. Moreover,
the Taliban are believed to have around
one hundred thousand trained fighters
in their ranks. They have also formed
a shadow government.The peace talks
have hit an impasse for a number of rea-
sons that Taliban insist all their seven
thousand prisoners should be released
but the Afghan government says it will
not order the release till the Taliban re-
duce the level of violence. Taliban say
they do not want US surveillance aircraft
to be flying over their territory but the
US maintains these flights will contin-
ue. The US says Taliban should break
all ties with Al-Qaeda etc and agree to
become part of a future Afghan govern-
ment bit the Taliban have flatly refused
to participate in any such set-up with
President Ashraf Ghani. The fear is that
if a negotiated settlement is not reached
between the Afghan government and
the Taliban - and the indications are
not too promising so far - then there
are chances that Afghanistan could slide
into yet another civil war. This would
have an adverse impact on the region
and especially on Pakistan. A fresh in-
flux of refugees into Pakistan. This will
exacerbate the burden that Pakistan is
already bearing due to the very large
refugee presence in the country. A dvil
war in Afghanistan could have a spill-
over effect and regenerate violence and
militancy in the border areas including

the erstwhile FATA region as well as in
Balochistan. There are genuine fears that
the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
which has found shelter on Afghan sail,
could gain fresh traction and attempt to
unleash terror on Pakistani soil. It is a
delicate time and the government wants
to build a domestic consensus on its pol-
icy on Afghanistan. However, this is easi-
er said than done in the politically polar-
ised environment as it exists today. If the
situation worsens after the withdrawal of
US troops, Pakistan may face a volatile
situation that will have a direct impact
on all aspects of life, including politics.
It may be prudent for the government,
and for the establishment that continues
to have the dominant role in policy on
Afghanistan, to make an extra effort to
bring all political stakeholders on board
and forge a consen-
sus - howsoever ,’
loose — on the core
policy to deal with
the swifily evolv-
ing situation across
the western bor-
der. This is a lesson
worth learning from
the history of the
past four decades.
In these circum-
stances PM Imran
has outlined a new
approach that her-
alds a reevaluation
of Pakistank sira-
tegic depth policy
that has governed
our relations with
Afghanistan and In-

The peace and rec-
onciliation process in
Afghanistan should
be Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned. Af-
ghanistan should
form inclusive po-
litical arrangements
to make sure that all
ethnic groups and
parties can partici-
pate in political life
in the future and

changed, there is fear that a Taliban rule
would have consequences for vulnerable
groups in the country, including women
and minorities. In the same way, a civil
war or massive unrest and uncertainty
in the country would lead to Afghans
crossing the border into Pakistan. This
woild mean immense economic pres-
sure on Pakistan, which is already strug-
gling to cope with a faltering economy
left weaker as a result of the Covid-19
crisis.The current Afghan situation has
drawn great attention from the interna-
tional commmunity. The peace and recon-
ciliation process in Afghanistan should
be Afghan-led and Afghan-owned. Af-
ghanistan should form inclusive polit-
ical arrangements to make sure that all
ethnic groups and parties can partici-
pate in political life in the future and en-
joy equal political rights.
The Afghan national gov-
ernance structure in the
future should conform
to the country’s unique
national conditions and
development needs, and
should not simply copy
foreign models. Interna-
tional commumity should
make due contribution to
the final resolution of the
Afghan issue, and should
also play its due role
for the long-term peace
and stability in Afghan-
istan. Pakistan has been
contributing its share to
promote a peace deal for
a future dispensation,
but the Taliban seem to

dia. As the deadline 'E'Iljl]}’ Eq“ﬂ] Pﬂ]iﬁfﬂ.l be in no mood to budge
for foreign troops ol an inch. A national gov-
complete withdraw- Llp il ernment in Afphanistan
al from Afghanistan has been suggested. The

is just a couple of ‘i
months away, a political settlement may
reduce the risk of a continuing civil war
that has ravaged Afghanistan for over
four decades now. When the foreign
troops leave later this year, for the first
time in 20 years Afghanistan will be on
its own to tackle all its domestic issues
inchiding that of a new government for-
mation. In these circumstances PM Im-
ran has outlined a new approach that
heralds a reevaluation of Pakistan’s stra-
tegic depth policy that has governed our
relations with Afghanistan and India. As
the deadline for foreign troops’ complete
withdrawal from Afghanistan is just a
couple of months away, a political set-
tlement may reduce the risk of a contin-
uing civil war that has ravaged Afghan-
istan for over four decades now. When
the foreign troops leave later this year,
for thefirst time in 20 years Afghanistan
will be on its own to tackle all its domes-
tic issues including that of a new govern
ment formation. The people of Afghani-
stan are going through a lot of fear about
what may lie in the near future for them
in the wake of an impending Taliban rule
Even though the Taliban say they have

refusal of the Taliban to
talk to the Afghan government makes
this difficult. It is also understood that
President Ashraf Ghani is unwilling to
make way for such a setup. Solutions
need to be thought out. And the US
which in part created the crisis with its
imvasion of Afghanistan in 2001 and its
subsequent inability to manage the sit-
uation in the country, must play a role.
It is now also clear that the US wants
to exit from Afghanistan as quickly as
possible, regardless of what chaos is left
behind, and this is a disturbing situation
for every nation in the region, as well as
for the people of Afghanistan and Pakd-
stan. In this regard, PM Imran Khan’
assertion that Pakistan wants to avoid
intervention and will respect whichever
government the Afghan people elect to
power sounds like an extremely sensible
strategy and is a welcome mowve. Paki-
stan stands ready to continue working
with regional countries and the inter-
national community to move the peace
and reconciliation process forward, and
help Afghanistan realize peace and sta-
bility at an early date. Indeed a peaceful
Afganistan means peace in Pakistan.
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RICS advances alternative to

US-dominated financial system

and indicated that a new currency
project might be announced at the up-
coming BRICS summit in South Africa.
Earlier this year, Brazil and Argentina
also proposed to work towards creating
a common currency, called the “"SURT
to enhance regional trade and financial
exchanges while reducing reliance on
the US dollar. The alliance’s other mem-
bers—Brazil, China, Russia, and India—
have already taken steps to bypass the
US-dominated global trade and finance
system. The current BRICS countries
already account for 40% of the global
population and one-fourth of the global
GDP. The alliance is now set to expand
with Iran and Saudi Arabia having ini-
tiated the formal process to join. Over
10 other countries, including Egypt, Al-
geria, the UAE, Mexico, Argentina, and
Migeria, have also expressed interest in
joining the bloc. The growing trend to-
wards seeking alternatives to reduce
dollar dependence, including trade in
local currencies, is also being deliberated
upon by regional organizations, includ-
ing the Association of Southeast Asian
Mations (ASEAN). Not only is the BRICS
bloc seeking to move away from dollari-
zation in matters of trade and finance, it
has also attempted to provide an alterna-
tive to the US-dominated Bretton Woods
institutions, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, in the
form of the New Development Bank
(NDB). At present, aside from the five
BRICS countries, Egypt., the UAE, and
Bangladesh are also members of the
MNDB. More and more countries — from
Brazil to Southeast Asian nations — are
calling for trade to be carried out in other
currencies besides the ULS. dollar.
To be clear, the US. dollar remains
dominant in global forex reserves even
though its share in central banks' for-
eipn exchange reserves has dropped
from more than 70% in 1999, IMF data
shows. Geopolitical risks and economic
dynamics have accelerated the trend to
move away from the U.S. dollar. The U5
dollar has been king in global trade for
decades — not just because the U.S. is
the world’s largest economy, but also be-
cause oil, a key commaodity needed by all
economies big and small, is priced in the
greenback. Most commodities are also
priced and traded in U.S. dollars. But
since the Federal Reserve embarked on a
journey of aggressive rate hikes to fight
domestic inflation, many central banks
around the world have raised interest
rates to stermn capital outflows and a sharp
depreciation of their own currencies.

BRICS Currency: De-Dollarization of World Economy and Pakistan

By diversifying their holdings reserves
into a more multi-currency sort of port-
tolio, perhaps they can reduce that pres-
sure on their external sectors. The U.S.
dollar accounted for 58.36% of global
foreign exchange reserves in the fourth
quarter last year, according to data from
the IMF’s Currency Composition of For-
eign Exchange Reserves (COFER). Com-
paratively, the euro is a distant second,
accounting for about 20.5% of global fo-
rex reserves while the Chinese yuan ac-
counted for just 2.7% in the same period.
China is one of the most active players in
this push given its dominant position in
global trade right now, and as the world’s
second largest economy. Russia and Chi-
na have also been working towards con-
necting their banking communication
systems. However, the US has threatened
to expel Chinese banks from SWIFT if
this proceeds. Nevertheless, both Russia
and China have reaffirmed their com-
mitment to advancing bilateral trade in
their national currencies.

Based on the calculation of IMF5 data
on 2022 direction of trade, mainland
China was the largest trading partner to
61 countries when combining both im-

ports and exports. In comparison, the
1.5, was the largest trading partner to
30 countries. As Chinas economic might
continues to rise, that means that it'll ex-
ert more influence in global financial in-
stitutions and trade etc. But China isn’t
the only country calling for a shift away
from the U.S. dollar. Brazilian President
Lula made a state visit to Beijing in April
where he reportedly called for reduced re-
liance on the U.S. dollar for global trade.
Trade between Brazil and China reached
$150 billion in 2022, a 10% jump from a
year ago, according to S&P Global Mar-
ket Intelligence. During a recent visit to
China, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim was said to have suggested set-
ting up an Asian Monetary Fund (AMEF)
to reduce reliance on the TS, dollar. In
early April, Indian Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) had announced that India
and Malaysia were starting to settle their
trade in the Indian rupee.

The changing global economic dynamics
are driving the co-called de-dollarization
trend which can benefit local economies
in a number of ways. Trading in local
currencies will allow exporters and im
porters to balance risks, have more op-
tions to invest, to have more certainty
about the revenues and sales. Another
benefit for countries moving away from
using the dollar as the middle man in
bilateral trade, is to help them move up
the value chain. Meanwhile, growth of
non- US. economic blocs also encourage
these economies to push for wider use of
their currencies. The IMF estimates that

o -y

Asia could contribute more than 70%
to global growth this year. U.S. growth
might slow, but ULS. growth isn't what it’s
all about anymore. There is a whole non-
U.5. block that’s growing, which is going
to be a re-internationalization of flows.

Geopolitical risks have also accelerated
the trend to move away from U.S. dollar.
Political risk is really helping introduce a
lot of uncertainty and variability around
how much of a safe haven that TLS. dollar
really is, which accelerated the calls for
de-dollarization was the U.5. decision to
freeze Russias foreign currency reserves
after Moscow invaded Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. According to Bloomberg, the
yuan has replaced the US. dollar as the
most traded currency in Russia. So far,
the 115, and its western allies have fro-
zen more than $300 billion of Russia’s
foreign currency reserves and slapped
multiple rounds of sanctions on Moscow
and the country’s oligarchs. This forced
Russia to switch trade to other curren-
cies and increase gold in its reserves. In
the Middle East, major oil exporter Sau-
di Arabia has signaled its open to trade
in other currencies other than the green-
back Although its not a complete break
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away from dollar-denominated oil trade
over the short-term, but what theyre
saying more is, well, theres another play-
er in town, and we want to look at how
we trade with them on a bilateral basis
using yuan. Despite the slow erosion of
its hegemony, the U.S. dollar is not ex-
pected be dethroned in the near future
— simply because there aren’t any alter-
natives right now. Euro is somewhat an
impertect fiscal and monetary union, the
Japanese yen, which is another reserve
currency, has all sorts of structural chal-
lenges in terms of the high debt loads.
The Chinese yuan also falls short, the
yuan reserves as a share of total reserves,
its only about 2.5% of total reserves,
and China still has current account re-
strictions. That means that it’s going to
take a long time for any other cur-
rency, any single currency to

really wsurp the dollar from

that perspective. The dol-
lars share of international
reserves had fallen from
70 per cent to 58.36 per
cent, marking its lowest
level in 25 years. Data
from IMF shows that

as of the fourth gquar-
ter of 2022, more than
58.36% of global reserves

So long as that commands the majori-
ty. so long as you don't have another cur
rency system or economy that's willing
to step up to that international reach,
convertibility and free floating and the
responsibility of a reserve currency, it’s
hard to say dollar will be displaced over
the next 3 to 5 years. unless someone
steps up. In fact, the de-dollarization
trend has already emerged in a number
of countries and regions including Rus-
sia, China and 17 other countries. About
a quarter of the decline in the dollar
share can be accounted for by greater use
of the Chinese renminbi. But less than 3
per cent of global central bank reserves
are denominated in Beijing’s currency,
IMF data show. Beijing was also in the
process of internationalising the renmin-
bi before the current crisis and was al-
ready ahead of other nations in adopting
a central bank digital currency.

The war woiild also spur the adoption of
digital finance, from cryptocurrencies
to stablecoins and central bank digital
currencies. The greater use of other cur-
rencies in global trade would lead to fur-
ther diversification of the reserve assets
held by national central banks. Coun-
tries tend to accumulate reserves in the
currencies with which they trade with
the rest of the world, and in which they
borrow from the rest of the world, so you
might see some slow-moving trends to-
wards other currencies playing a bigger
role in reserve assets. The dominance of
the dollar — backed by strong and high-
ly credible institutions, deep markets and
the fact that it is freely convertible — was
unlikely to be challenged in the medium
term. But in the past few years, the trend
toward the de-dollarization of economies
in the world has become increasingly
apparent. The main task is to reduce its
dependence on the world’s main reserve
currency — the US dollar. Indeed, more
and more countries striving to switch to
settlements in national currencies, and
the already-emerging global de-dollari-
zation push could further accelerate with
countries increasingly adopting alterna-
tives to the US dollar. Although Pakistan
has not been an enthusiastic advocate for
such a de-dollarization partnership, but
has been exploring a rupee-ruble trade
arrangement with Russia. Pakistan must
seriously think about diversifying its for-
eign exchange reserves, increasing in-
vestments in other currencies, and by
switching to settlements in its own na-
tional and other international curren-
cies between partner coun-

tries.
“ The
dollar’s

share of interna-
tional reserves had
fallen from 70 per cent
to 58.36 per cent, mark-
ing its lowest level in 25
years. ldea of BRICS New
Currency is a Quest for

are held in US. dollar — Global De-Dollarization Ac-

that’s more than double the

share of the euro, the second
most-held currency in theworld.

The international reserve system is
still a U.S.-reserve dominated system.

celerates. ,’
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he 27th of October "Black Day’

as 75 years ago, India without

any legal justification, forcibly

took control of the State of Jam-
mii and Kashmir. Since then, the Indian
Occupied Forces are mercilessly killing
innocent and unarmed Kashmiris, van-
dalising their properties and indulging
in other inhuman acts. India’s decision
to allow voting rights to any Indian cit-
izen living temporarily in Indian-Occu-
pied Kashmir has again ignited anger and
fears of yet another attempt by the Hindu
nationalist government to change the de-
mography of its only Muslim-majority re-
gion. It is expected to add about 2.5 mil-
lion more voters on top of the 7.6 million
existing voters — a whopping 30 percent
increase. According to the 2011 census,
of the 12.5 million total population in
Indian-administered Kashmir, Muslims
comprise 68.31 percent and Hindus 28.43
percent. More than seven million of these
residents live in the valley, 97 percent of
them Muslims. 20-25 lakh new voters will
be added to the electoral list, those who
have no connection with [&K. The last
electoral roll revision in [&K was done on
January 1, 2019, three years ago. Political
parties (NC, PDP) have alleged that BJP
will import voters to win the election.
They are claiming that since BJP cannot
win the hearts of J&K people, others will
be brought in and asked to vote to increase
its voting percentage. Abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 gave rights to Indian Citizens to
Vote in IOK. Before the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370, many were not allowed to vote in
[&K marginalised groups, West Pakistani
refugees, Dalits. The state of Jammu and
Kashmir is an unresolved agenda of Brit-
ainand a disputed territory between India
and Pakistan. Both the parties acknowl-
edged the disputed status of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir in the UN Security
Council resolutions of August 13, 1948,
and to which on January 5, 1949, both
the two countries are considered a party.
UN resolutions is remained operative and
cannot be unilaterally disregarded by ei-
ther party. As agreed in the UN Security
Council resolutions along peaceful and
bilateral negotiations would be made be

27th October, KashmirBlack Day!

tween India and Pakistan over the future
status of [ammu and Kashmir. Since 5th
August 2019, the abrogation of Article
370 and 35(A) has given Kashmir conflict
a different dimension. It has not only-
changed the autonomous status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir (J&K) but also compro-
mised the safeguard of the demographic
status of IOK as a Muslim majority state
in India. An alliance of Kashmiri political
parties said that the inclusion of non-lo-
cals in the regions voter list was an at-
tempt at electoral demographic change,
after India’s election commission allowed
troops stationed in Kashmir to cast votes
in local legislative polls. The region is
claimed in full but ruled in part by nu-
clear arch-rivals India and Pakistan, who
have fought two wars over control of the
territory.

Kashmir's special autonomous status was
granted by Article 370 of the Indian con-

of occupied Jammu and Kashmir that it
needs to import temporary voters to win
seats, none of these things will help the
BIP For the last seven decades, Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir was ruled byKash-
mir-based political parties and has had a
Muslim chief minister who enjoyed polit-
ical dominance cver the region. However,
since coming to power in 2014, Modi's
government has promised its support-
ers a Hindu chief minister there. In May
this year, Modis government announced
a new electoral map for the region which
the residents said was aimed at disenfran-
chising and disempowering them. The
new map increased the number of assem-
bly seats in the Hindu-majority Jammu
area by six from 37 to 43, while the Mus-
lim-majority Kashmir part of the region
received just one more: 47 in place of 46.
That was the move skewed in favour of
the Hindu-majority Jammu and accused

stitution, which for seven the government of vi-
decades was the basis of ii olating the universal
Indias complex relation- criteria of considering
ship with the region. 1The 27th of ﬂr.tn- the population of the
Article 370 allowed the her iBlack Davy? area in drawing elec-
region to have its own ears ago I"Idlﬂ toral seats. The deci-
flag, freedom to make -¥ | sion to bring in more
its own regulations on iy Stll}?: ;t?i;'lﬂ !feﬂsr]gil- voters has shaken the
permanent  residency, Kashmiris and the

ownership of property,
and fundamental rights,
and to bar Indians from
outside the state from
settling there. With the
constitutional  change,
Indian occupied Jammii
and Kashmir was split
into two federally pov-
erned union territories.
The announcement that
outsiders will be allowed
to cast votes in the next
polls has raised fears not
only in Kashmir but also
in  Hindu-dominated
Jammi, there is a sense
of fear among the people, the fear of the
political parties in Jammu and Kashmir
is justified given the way the Modi ad-
ministration has acted since 2019. Until
August 2019, voting rights in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir were restricted to
its permanent residents only, guaranteed
under Article 370 of the Indian constitu-
tion that gave the disputed region - The
law torbid Indians from outside the re-
gion from permanently settling, buying
land and holding local government jobs.
In the years since, the Indian government
has introduced a controversial domicile
law that grants citizenship rights to every
Indian living in the region for more than
15 years. New laws making every Indi-
an citizen eligible to buy land in the re-
gion were also passed. Since 2018, Indi-
an-administered Kashmir is without an
elected government and is being ruled
directly by New Delhi through a hand-
picked administrator. The BJP is so inse-
cure about support from genuine voters

ly took uuntml of
the State of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.
Since then, the
Indian Occupied
Forces are merci-
lessly Killing inno-
cent and unarmed
Kashmiris, vandal-
ising their proper-
ties and indulging
in other inhuman
acts.

next move could be
to ask them to leave
their homes. It will
ensure complete dis-
empowerment of the
Muslim community.
Already through
many laws, they have
been turned into
a political minori-
ty. Bventual goal is
forced demographic
change, dispossession
of Kashmiris and the
erasure of Kashmiri
’as a political identi-
ty. The Indian pgov-
ernments moves fit the classic methods
of settler colonialism where rights are
offered to non-native settlers through
executive fiat and not based on the dem-
ocratic choice of the Indigenous people.
Over the last three years, every single de-
cision on Kashmir has been taken from
New Delhi without the consent of Kash-
mir’s people. This is unprecedented in
Kashmir’s history, while foreign regimes
have ruled Kashmir, they have not gen-
erally sought to replace the native people
with a new population. Kashmiri political
parties are concerned that the inclusion
of 2.5 million new voters in the Mus-
lim-majority region will permanently
disenfranchise Kashmiris. If 2.5 million
BIP voters come from the outside, what
value will remain for the voters of Jam-
mu and Kashmir? The BJP is oiling the
wheels of settler colonialism in Kashmir.
This latest hegemonic move is free for
all, and it is geared towards full and final
dispossession of indigenous Kashmiris.

According to an analytical report, it said
that the killing of 95,686 including 7,147
in custody from January 1, 1989 to Sep
tember 30, 2020 speaks volumes about
the "Goodwill gesture of the brutal Indi-
an forces towards the Kashmiri people.
The report also mentioned the destruc-
tion of 110367 civilian properties in-
cluding houses and structures and gang-
rape/molestation of 11,219 of women by
the troop during the period to expose
the reality of Indian Army’s Sadbhavana
like operations. The burial of martyred
youth in military-run graveyards without
funeral prayers on the pretext of COV-
ID-19 pandemic is another example of
Indian Army's way of treating Kashmiri
people. Indian troops continue to fight
an anti-Kashmiris in Kashmir, nearly 1
million soldiers are posted in the region.
Although Military personnel must vote
only in their native states as is the cur-
rent rile, but there are fears that if Indian
soldiers sign up to vote, it could further
sway politics away from Kashmiris and
increase tensions. The fallout of voting
rights to non-J&K residents will be that
tomorrows assembly will be in the hands
of outsiders. The number may go up to
5 million or 10 million, occupied J&K’s
identity is facing a direct assault.

The Modi government is pursuing a plan
to change the identity of the Muslim-ma-
jority state the way Israeli did in the Pal-
estinian territories. Jews inflicted extreme
sufferings on Palestinian Muslims but
coitld not erase the Palestinian Muslims
and the same is with Kashmir. No matter
how muich they suppress the Kashmiris,
they cannot erase them or their resolve,
and the BJP's evil designs would not suc-
ceed. Indias motive behind this recent
move was to disempower Kashmiris and
to wipe off their political identity. The
Modi government had already cleared a
way for outsiders by transferring Kashmi-
ri Muslim officers out of Kashmir Valley.
Non-state and non-Muslims have been
appointed to the highest posts in police
and administration. Regrettably even the
UN is notina position to play any positive
role without the support of the pro-Indi-
an powers enjoying veto power. That is a
stark reality. The international commu-
nity and the UN, if they ever feel their
obligation towards them as per the UN
resolution that the Kashmir dispute could
be resolved. Pakistan for which Kashmir
is an unfinished agenda of the partition
will and must continue to persist with its
moral, political and diplomatic support
to the freedom struggle in 10K as long as
it does not succeed. Kashmiris who have
always foiled Indias nefarious designs,
would fight the move tooth and nail, and
woild continue to play its role on every
front to thwart the nefarious ambitions
of India. Voting rights to alien is not the
final resolution of Kashmir, the final res-
olution of Kashmiris is to be a part of
Pakistan as per the aspirations of Kash-
miris, and no power on Earth can stop it.
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The SIFC must
stress the
need to finalize
National Action
Plan for skills
development
and training for
domestic and
internation-
al job market,
aligning with
directives, fed-
eral and pro-
vincial entities
must be given
tasked with de-
veloping short
and long-term
action plans,
aim to train a
workforce that
is exportable,
fostering col-
laboration with
the private
sector to boost
foreign remit-
tance compre-
hensively.

he significance of the Technical and Vocational Education
(TVET) sector requires to create better synergies between all
the stakeholders of the TVET eco-system to boost the qual-
ity and productivity of Pakistani workforce. In this regard, a
meeting of SIFC Working Group (WG) on “HR Training and Accredited
Certification” was held at NAVTTC HQs, Islamabad, chaired by Secre-
tary Federal Education and Professional Training for improvement
and up-gradation. Pakistan’s export performance in the light of
emerging global challenges and identifies key structural and
policy issues that stifle Pakistan’s exports, it is argued that
Pakistan has lagged behind its comparators due to a com-
bination of factors including lack of modern technology
and human resource development, shortage of required
skills, lack of quality certifications and conformity to in-
ternational standards, poor physical infrastructure, lack of
foreign direct investment, and high cost of doing business.
The regional economic integration can help Pakistan boost
its exports especially skilled HR export. More than 300,000 Pa-
kistanis left the country in search of jobs in 2022, according to the
Bureau of Emigration and Overseas Employment, and there is a strong
iptrend established by now. In the developed world where, as per a
report published by the US Labour Statistics, there is a shortage of 40
million skilled workers in the post-pandemic recovery. Moreover, the
report suggests that if the trend continues, the companies may stand
to lose $8.4 trillion of revenue due to the shortage of skilled man-
power. Being the fifth most populous country in the world with an
employable population of 64%, we can turn this impending crisis of
skills shortage into an incredible opportunity. By adopting the mod-
els employed by many countries that rely heavily on exporting skills
such as the Philippines, we can become a reliable supplier of skilled
manpower and gain our rightful share in the global market, which
currently remains untapped. These strategies require the alignment of
national curricalum to global demands by increasing cultural adapt-
ability and employability through focusing on the specific regional re-
quirements such as teaching spoken Arabic with GCC dialect for better
adaptability in Saudi Arabia and the UAE or teaching German or French
language for adaptability in Europe, etc. The World Bank in its recent
report states that Pakistan’s potential annual exports are $88.1 billion,
about four times the current level. The opportunity cost of these missing
exports is estimated at 893,000 jobs and % 1.74 billion in foregone taxes
alone, of which 152,000 jobs could have been created in the agriculture
export sector, and 741,000 jobs could have been created in the manu-
facturing export sector. However, neglecting this potential by seeking
short-term economic fixes, raising the cost of doing business and mak-
ing procedures unnecessarily bureaucratic has retarded any progress in
the economy. Despite liberalisation of its trade regime, Pakistan has not
fully benefitted from opportunities emanating from the growth in inter-
national trade during the past decade. Our industrial sector that initially
grew under import substitution bias with substantial governmental sup-
port has not prepared itself for plobal market competitiveness. The lack
of entrepreneurship and gaps in business support policies have kept Pa-
kistan from moving up on the technology ladder preventing the country
to achieve higher value addition and greater export diversification. Pa-
kistan is reforming its industrial strategy to meet domestic and external
challenges and attract foreign investment, improve export performance
and move towards further integration at the global and regional levels.
But at the same time, challenges faced by Pakistan are how to improve its
growth, attract more FD, skill formation, build technological capability
and enlarge and diversify exports. In the dynamic areas comprising elec-
tronics, machinery, and metal products, progress is nominal in terms of
exports for Pakistan. Industries like automobiles have progressed rap-
idly but confined to the domestic market only. Engineering sector, in
general is dominated by either assembly operations based on imported
parts, or the production of basic and simple components. Pakistan has
not been able to develop a strong capital goods and services sectar. Relo-
cation of industries from developed to developing countries in the wake
of global restructuring and increasing outsourcing opportunities from
developed countries offer greater opportunities for Pakistani exporters.
To increase exports especially HR export, first thereis a need to increase
the production of goods and services in all sectors in general but in ex-
portable sector the most. Thereis a need to devise policies and strategies
to increase the production through capacity utilisation, capacity expan-
sion and productivity growth. There is significant capacity in every in-
dustrial unit which cannot be utilised because of expensive raw materi-
als, lack of finance, and shortage of expertise. A comprehensive analysis
of all such export units may provide guidelines for optimum utilisation
of their excess capacity. To improve global competitiveness, Pakistan
needs to create competency in more skilled labor intensive components
of complex products gradually advancing to more skill and technology
intensive activities. Moreover, there is a need to devise policies and strat-
egies to promote technology upgradation, improve business climate, en-
hance institutional quality and support small and medium enter prises.
These initiatives can be instrumental in achieving greater competitive-
ness which is essential to galvanize exports and thus enhance the coun-
try’s long term growth prospects. Human Resources exports provide an
interface into how globally competitive a country is. Likewise, a robust
HE. export base secures a country against deteriorating current account
balance. In general, exports facilitate the exploitation of economies of
scale; allow resourceallocation according to comparative advantage; im-
prove foreign exchange reserves position and guarantee easy financing of
imports; increase efficiency and productivity through competition; in-
crease employment and allow for knowledge spill-overs that will encour-
age domestic innovation. Information Technology (IT) sector presents
an opportunity for developing economies to leapfrog due to its trans-
formative nature and lower entry barriers. IT facilitates this transition by
improving efficiency and productivity across public and private sectors,
potentially benefiting nearly all aspects of socio-economic life. However,
IT-led leapfrogging depends on various factors such as the absorptive
capabilities of individuals, businesses, and governments; effective coor-
dination among stakeholders; availability and access to IT. The recent
growth in Pakistan’s IT service exports and tech start-up funding appear

as emerging signs of digitalisation amid Pakistan’s large young population
alongside regulatory developments aimed at increasing digital adoption
and online payments. Further benefitting from Covid-19, whichled to
increased demand for digital services, the growth in Pakistan’s [T ser-
vice exports averaged 24 percent between FY20-F¥22, whereas start-up
funding between CY21-CY22 reached around US$ 709 million com-
pared to approximately US$ 100.8 million in CY159-CY20. However, to
continue this trajectory and benefit from the transformative impact of
IT, the digitalisation of the economy has to be prioritized across public
and private sectors with a focus on bridging the increasingly noticeable
human resource gap in the sector, providing a facilitative environment
for investment in local start-ups, addressing the issue of availability and
affordability of IT services, and the provision of cross-cutting technology
and ancillary frameworks. Pakistan adopted a private sector-oriented ap-
proach somewhat earlier than other economies in the region but has not
been able to expand its exports especially skilled HR exports, compared
to other economies in the region. Though the contribution of private sec-
tor enterprises is increasing significantly, there is an urgent need to as-
sist private entrepreneurs who are dynamic, open to innovation and have
managerial capabilities, by providing a favourable business environment
with good governance, appropriate institutional and financial support
mechanisms, an adequate legal and support framework and other physi-
cal and social infrastructure. Additionally, creating awareness among en-
terprises to bring in professional managers and skilled manpower to op-
erate export oriented industries would lead to higher overall productivity.
Government’s role should be confined to legiskation, policy development,
regulation, capacity building and facilitation with an objective to increase
productivity inall exports sectors. The private sector should take the lead
in investment and value chain development on its own. Focus of poli-
¢y makers should be towards the broader components of national com-
petitiveness, specifically health, education and infrastructure. We should
learn from the experience of China, especially how they have promoted
their exports especially skilled HR. exports while neutralizing import sub-
stitution. For sustainable competitiveness, Pakistan may begin by creating
competency in the more skilled labour intensive components of complex
products, gradually progressing to more skill and technology intensive
activities. In this regard, industries and services which have lost their
competitive edge should be ignored. For capacity expansion, we need to
diversify the production base in favour of goods and services with com-
parative advantage, global demand and growth potential. Some of these
industries are electronic and telecommunication equipment, automotive
parts, biclogical pharmaceuticals, renewable energy, petrochemicals and
aerospace. Further as our auto industry is beginning to look efficient oth-
er downstream and upstream industries should be established. Within
textile sector clothing and value added products should be expanded. Fi-
nally, productivity growth will come automatically from investment in
human capital and promoting innovation.

Small and Medium Enterprises can play a crucial role in any economy.
There is a need to involve SMEs in an organised production network for
exports. Currently, SMEs are playing an important role in our manufac-
turing activities but for exports their weak technological base and man-
agement practices and limited access to information is creating major
issues in terms of quality, delivery delays, and reliability. Without inte-
grating the export oriented SMEs in an organised production network
for exports we cannot stimulate our exports. The formal industrial sec-
tor, through strategic alliances, subcontracting, outsourcing can bring the
SMEs into the production network and lead to overall productivity gains.
The state will have to play a proactive role to ensure easy and affordable
access to information, finances and create facilitation centres in cluster
areas. The SIFC must stress the need to finalize National Action Plan for
skills development and training for domestic and international job mar-
ket especially on NAVTTC's, TEVTAS, PVTC, PSDF and other ongoing
and upcoming training interventions, aligning with directives, federal
and provincial entities must be given tasked with developing short, me-
dium, and long-term action plans. These plans must aim to train a work-
force that is exportable, fostering collaboration with the private sector to
boost foreign remittance comprehensively. The SIFC must formulate and
distribute specialized training programs with a specific focus on generat-
ing an exportable worldorce at both the provincial and federal levels, by
highlighting the potential in cverseas markets, introducing new regions
and job markets for the Pakistani workforce. A concentrated approach in
selecting courses related to IT and overseas job markets, must be empha-
sised with high-value returns to maximize foreign remittances. To iden-
tify Country of Destination (CODs) skill training & certification require-
ments, there must be emphasized the crucial need to enhance the export
of skilled manpower, urging the Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development to initiate the identification of main 10-des-
tination countries with high- yield trades. To streamline this process, the
main concerned ministries should establish a real-time databank and dig-
ital system for sharing information with relevant stakeholders in Pakistan.
There must be a vibrant online portal by the Ministry of OP&HRD to
showcase emerging overseas markets and high-yield trades, ensuring ef-
fective utilization by training entities to prepare a comprehensive training
plan included for each country, such as the associated trade or occupation,
tentative demand, certification requirements, languapge prerequisites, and
special skill set requirements. There is also a need to exam local and inter-
national accreditation requirements and also recommend for Accredita-
tion of public-private institutes. NAVTTC provided through the National
Accreditation Council (NAC), in conducting 655 national accreditations
of TVET institutions across Pakistan, and has conducted international
accreditation of the first 10-Pakistani TVET institutions as well. But, it’s
observed that despite readiness to implement the accreditation regime
the number of applications from institutes remain low. It's urged Provin-
cial TEVTAS to actively support accreditation by encouraging TVET in-
stitutions to apply, and also plan under DB Project, recommending their
inclusion for international accreditation. Moreover, ity also supgested
that certification and affiliation as a cost-effective alternative to interna-
tional accreditation, ensuring trainee placement, and encouraged private
sector institutes to affiliate with reputable international counterparts, and
to align NVQF in-line with regional and COD qualification frameworks
to ensure Training programs in-line with skill and job requirements of

CoDs. The significance of the National Vocational Qualification
Framework (WVQF) in ensuring standardizations, development of
high- quality qualifications and its conformity with international
standards is also emphasised. The Pakistani NVQF draws its foun-
dation from the European Qualification Framework (EQF) with an
effort to further refine its alignment with COD Qualification Frame-
works, specific revisions are identi fied as imperative. These revisions
encompass the need to reference the NVQF with qualification frame-
works in the Middle East, Far East, and other pertinent countries. This
strategic enhancement aims to ensure a comprehensive and globally
harmonized approach qualifications in Pakistan to ensure Training
programs in-line with skill and job requirements of CoDs, to suggest
policy measures for maintenance and synchronization of central data-
base for informed decision making, There is also a need for developing
a central database for TVET sector to help make informeddecisions by
policy makers. The CBT trainings are already managed centrally, how-
ever, non-CBT training require similar central management. The pri-
vate sector should also be incorporated in central database, and all the
certificates including for private institutes should be issued by Quali-
fication Awarding Bodies (QABs). After integration of QABs in cen-
tral database, private sector should also be covered. Moreover, those
private institutes should also include as well which are not affiliated
and recognized with relevant government entity, so that strategy to
manage them should be developed, and the overlapping functions like
registration and affiliation of institutes by NAVITC, PSDA, TEVTA
and QABs should also be addressed. There is also need for revisions in
National Skills Strategy for Skilling youth in IT, High-End and Con-
ventional technologies in-line with emerging local and international
demand. There is a need for revision of the National Skdlls Strategy, as
previously the National Skills Strategy was developed in 2019 for five
years, which now needs revision so that for next 5-years all stakehold-
ers and governments should reform and support TVET sector in line
with the strategy. It’s also sugpested to engage International donors
who are working on skills development to support revision and devel-
opment of National Skill Strategy with actionable plan.

In the plobalised world it is no longer necessary to master entire pro-
duction chain and to organize the production processes within a sin-
gle firm. Effective linkages must be put in place to facilitate production
and market. Pakistan can attract the Chinese manufacturing sector by
developing a trained workforce for industries together with overcom-
ing the energy shortage and improving business climate. The develop-
ment projects under CPEC are expected to fulfil energy requirements
as well as enhance connectivity. Pakistan’s economy has huge strategic
development potential, as it is located at the crossroads of South Asia,
Central Asia, China and the Middle East. CPEC would link a vast
sweep of regional markets from China to Asia to the Middle East and
to Europe. This will create enormous inter and intra-regional trade
opportunities for Pakistan. Pakistan with a vast population, large and
diverse resources, and untapped potential for trade can benefit from
this regional development provided it pets its policies right on an ur-
gent basis. Pakistan needs to train its workforce to the Chinese stand-
ards. Chinese industry if relocated to Pakistan would have a positive
impact on our productivity as well as on our exports especially HR
exports. In the changing plobal environment, another challenge for
Pakistan is to build further on suitable international alliances bilateral
or regional to foster technological capability in sectors operating at a
lower technological level and earn more foreign exchange. Declining
exports to United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Middle East, Iran and
Turkey, despite having good political relations is quite worrying. We
need to revive economic diplomacy in our foreign relations. The role
and effectiveness of the Commercial Councillors in improving the re-
lations with trading partners is extremely important. Pakistan has un-
fortunately become a more inward-oriented economy in recent years.
Furthermore, average tariffs on final goods in Pakistan are 50 percent
higher than the average for South Asia, and almost three times as high
as the average for East Asia. In this context, a reduction in taxes can
be observed from the following data: “the first decade of the 2000s,
government reduced trade taxes from 23.1% in 1999-2000 to 8.9% in
2014. This had led to gains in exports by 173%. However, this reduc-
tion was not consistent and until 2019, the tariffs increased to 11.6%,
declining exports to 9.1%” (PIDE). Our diplomatic missions abroad
should play active role by fostering stronger ties with destination coun-
tries through bilateral agreements and memorandum of understand-
ing (MoUs), which can facilitate smoother recruitment processes and
ensure the protection of overseas professionals and workers. [t is high-
by recommended to partner with international organisations to create
platforms for skill recognition and certification. This not only enhanc-
es the credibility of Professionals and workers but also ensures that
their qualifications are recognised globally. In the past many decades,
we have heavily relied on exporting semi-skilled or unskilled labour
force, particularly to Gulf countries such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and Quatar where there was a huge demand for such workers during
infrastructure development. However, as these markets are becom-
ing more mature, there is a shift in demand now for more and more
skilled workforce in tourism, travel, services, information technology,
finance, and industrial sectors. If we do not align ourselves with these
changing dynamics, then chances are that we can easily lose our share
in these markets. This transformation can be witnessed by the change
in the composition of the workforce entering into these markets from
all around the globe, which now mostly consist of highly skilled in-
dividuals such as IT engineers, doctors, accountants, and financial
professionals. Developing Pakistan’s human capital for global export
is a multifaceted task that requires a concerted effort from the govern-
ment, educational institutions, and the private sector. By tailouring
education and training programmes to the specific needs of different
regions (such as GCC, Europe, the US and Asia- Pacific), Pakistan can
unlock the full potential of its workforce and establish itself as a key
contributor to the global economy. As the world becomes increasingly
interconnected, investing in human capital development is not only an
economic imperative but also a means to strengthen diplomatic and
cultural ties with nations across the globe.
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Trump’s ‘America First’ Foreign Policy and Pakistan

A

second Donald . Trump’s presidency term would mark
a return to an era of unpredictable foreign policy,charac-
terised by chaotic decision-making and a departure from

traditional dipl omatic norms. His “America First” approach would
continue to prioritize national interests over international cooper-
ation, leading to a shift away from President Biden's alliance-build-
ing and internationalist approach. This change in direction would
likely lead to increased tensions with China, a reevaluation of
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NATC and other alliances, and a more isolationist stance an the
global stage. The victory and return of Donald Trump to the

White House in 2025 could introduce profound shifts in
global politics, significantly affecting Pakistan. Trumgps
foreign policy, grounded in “America First” principles,
emphasizes direct gains over cooperative global frame-
waorks. This realignment impacts U.5.-Pakistan relations,
influencing Pakistan’s diplomacy, economic stability, and

regional security strategy. Pakistan, positioned as a critical
geopolitical player between South Asia and the Middle East,

faces unique challenges as it balances relations with the
U.5, China, and neighboring nations. This delves deeply
into the potential impacts on Pakdstan’s geopaolitical strat-
egy, economic stability, security apparatus, and domestic
policies under a renewed Trump administration. As we
explore the Trump administration’s potential influence on
U.5.-Pakistan relations, the discussion covers Pakistan’
historical context with the U.5., regional alliances, poten-
tial strategies for adapting to shifting dynamics, and the
implications for Pakistan’s broader foreign policy objec-
tives. The Trump administration’s first term (2017-2021)
brought significant changes to this relationship, marked

by a transactional approach. Pakistan experienced funding cuts,
diplomatic pressure, and demands to address terrorism more
aggressively. This period redefined U.5.-Pakistan relations, with
Trump emphasizing Pakistan’s perceived failures in counter-ter-
rorism. Trump's re-election could intensify these dynamics, re-
quiring Pakistan to reconsider its strategic objectives, especially
regarding its partnerships with China and other regional players.
The U.5.-China rivalry is expected to be a cornerstone of Trumps
foreign policy, compelling Pakistan to navigate carefully between
these two powers. Pakistan’s relationship with China, notably
through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), pro-
vides substantial economic and infrastructural support crucial for
Pakistan’s growth. However, Trump's stance against China could
pressure Pakistan to limit its engagement with Beijing, especially
if sanctions or restrictions target countries involved in Belt and
Road Initiative projects. This pressure places Pakistan in a di-

lemma. While the ULS. remains a vital trade partner and source
of development aid, China offers infrastructure investments and
stratepic support that the U.5. does not provide. A Trump admin-

istration may view Pakistan’s alignment with China as contrary to
American interests, leading to economic or diplomatic repercus-

On Trump’s
assumes
office again,
his foreign
policy would
likely return
to an “Amer-
ica First”
approach,
prioritizing
American in-
terests and

sions. To mitigate this, Pakistan might pursue a nuanced diplo-
matic approach, engaging with other global players like Turkey,
Riissia, and the European Union, to diversify its partnerships and
reduce over-reliance on either the US. or China. Moreover, In-
dia’s role as a U.S. ally complicates the equation. Trump’s admin-
istration could continue fostering a strong ULS.-India relationship,
potentially isolating Pakistan. This shift may necessitate a recali-
bration of Pakistars security strategy, especially as India benefits
from advanced UL5. defense technology and intelligence sharing,
Pakistan's efforts to maintain its strategic autonomy would involve
not only balancing relations with global powers but also strength-
ening ties with regional players to counterbalance India% influence
in South Asia. Trump’s transactional approach to foreign policy
could impact Pakistan’s security apparatus, particularly regard-

immediate ing counterterrorism cooperation. Trump previously criticized
economic Pakistan for its perceived shortcomings in addressing terrorism,
and security leading to funding cuts and the suspension of military aid. His
gains. This administration may impose stricter Pakistan’s security apparatus,
could mean particularly regarding counterterrorism cooperation. Trump pre-

a significant

viously criticized Paldstan for its perceived shortcomings in ad-
dressing terrorism, leading to funding cuts and the suspension of

reduction In military aid. His administration may impose strict-

foreign aid er demands for cooperation, potentially including
conditions that infringe upon Pakistan’s sovereign-
ty In response, Pakistan would need to maintain a
delicate balance, addressing U.5. counterterrorism
requirements withoutcompromising its domestic
security priorities. The withdrawal of U.5. support
could compel Pakistan to rely further on China for
defense technology, training, and funding, which
may provoke further U.S. distrust. An increased
reliance on Chinese military hardware could deep-
en Pakistans military ties with China, poten tially
transforming the region’s security dynamics and in-
creasing

T

to Pakistan,
with funds
directed
solely to-
ward specif-
ic security
initiatives
rather than
long-term
develop-
ment pro-
jects.

rumps Middle Eastern policy, which in-
cludes strong support for Israel and confron-
tation with Iran, could create significant chal

Pakistan’s strategic distance from the U5,

lenges for Pakistan. Trump’s previous administration pushed for
normalization between Israel and certain Arab states, an initiative
that could re-emerge if he returns to office. The reason of Ms. Har-
ris loses is that she has lost the support of Arab Americans and
young voters who believe the Biden administration failed to use
its leverape to limit Israels bombing campaign in Gaza following
last year’s Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas. Most estimates put the loss of
life from the Israeli military action at more than 90,000, includ-
ing Hamas terrorists. There are few more complex issues on the
diplomatic agenda than how to balance [srael’s self -defense with
the creation of a new dynamic in the Middle East and alleviate the
humanitarian crises worsened by multiple wars. Mr. Trump has
largely steered clear of both the political and moral complexities.
His strongest argument has centered on the optics of the bombing
campaign. In April he said Israel was “absolutely losing the PR. war,
and added, “Let’s get back to peace and stop killing people. And
that’s a very simple statement. But he has offered no cease-fire plan
and no ideas for winning the release of hostages held by Hamas.
Trumpk approach to the Middle East has been defined by strong
support for Israel and Saudi Arabia, and a confrontational stance
toward Iran. Trump calls Israel a “cherished ally” As president,
Trump backed away from previous bipartisan consensus by saying
he wasn't interested in a separate Palestinian state. Paldstan’ his-
toric stance on the Palestine issue aligns it with many Muslim-ma-
jority countries, but ULS. pressure could challenge this position,
potentially straining relations with Washington if Pakistan resists
normalization. Simultaneously, Trumps confrontational approach
toward Iran, especially through sanctions and diplomatic isolation,
could have spillover effects on Pakistan. As a neighboring country
with strong economic and cultural ties to Iran, Pakistan would face
challenges if forced to choose between aligning with U.5.-Saudi in-
terests or preserving its relations with Tehran. Escalated ULS.-Iran
tensions could also destabilize Pakistan’s western border, leading
to increased security risks and economic disruptions. Pakistan's al-
liance with Saudi Arabia further complicates this situation. Saudi
influence over Pakistan, primarily through economic aid, remit-
tances, and investment, provides significant leverage in Pakistan’
regional alignment. However, over-dependence on Sandi support
could limit Pakistan’s policy options, particularly if Saudi and U.S.
interests align against Iran. Mavigating this complex web of allianc-
es requires Pakistan to adopt a balanced stance that maintains its
regional partnerships without alienating key allies, a difficult task
given the polarized landscape in the Middle East. Trump hardline
immipration policies, particularly those affecting Muslim-major-
ity countries, could have substantial domestic repercussions for
Pakistan. Pakistani citizens, especially students, workers, and pro-
fessionals, may face restrictions when seeking opportunities in the
1.5, Reduced immigration pathways could limit educational and
career prospects for Pakdstani nationals, affecting families that rely
on remittances from expatriates in the U.S. and Gulf states. Im-
migration restrictions could also lead to public discontent and in-
creased anti-U.5. sentiment within Paldstan. Trump’s policies, per-
ceived as discriminatory, may foster nationalistic rhetoric among
political factions, making it difficult for the Pakistani government
to maintain cooperative relations with the U.S. The strain on cul-
tural and educational exchanges could limit Pakistan’s human
capital development, as fewer citizens gain exposure to Western
education and professional training. Consequently, Pakistan may
shift its focus to alternative destinations like Europe, the Gulf, or
East Asia, yet these options may lack the same economic opportu-
nities and growth prospects available in the U.S. Donald Trump'
stance on Ukraine has been inconsistent. Initially, he portrayed
himself a Ukraine’s defender, providing weaponry like Javelin an-
ti-tank weapons, which President Barack Obama had refused to
supply. However, during his 2016 campaign, Tramp complained
that the United States should not prioritize Ukraine over European
neighbors like Germany. As president, Trump withheld security
assistance to Ukraine and asked President Volodymyr Zelensky to
implicate Joe Biden in Ukraine-related scandals. After Russias at
tack of Ukraine in February 2022, Trump initially praised Putin’s
move as genius and savvy but later backiracked due to widespread
condemnation. Trump now claims that the war could have been

prevented with the right deal, implying that Ukraine should have
ceded territory to Russia. He claims he could end the war “in 24
howrs” but lacks a clear plan. Trump has also overstated the deple-
tion of American arms stockpiles and contradicted himself by por-
traying himself as Ukraine’ defender while threatening to cut off
military aid. Donald Trump’s strategy for China is to impose tar-
iffs, which he believes will address the country’s growing econom-
ic, military, and technological power. China’s leader has pledged to
make China the world’s number one power by 2049, and the coun-
try is already the fastest-growing nuclear power. However, Trump’s
approach has been criticized for being too simplistic and not ad-
dressing the broader security challenges posed by China. Addition-
ally, Trump’s foreign policy team has been credited with focusing
on superpower conflict and restricting China’s access to key tech-
nologies, but Trump himself has often undermined these efforts,
Furthermore, Trump has pledged to expand domestic fossil fuel
production, withdraw from global climate efforts, and remove reg-
ulations on fossil fuel production, which has raised concerns about
the environmental impact of his policies. As president, Donald
Trump boosted defense spending and established the Space Force
to counter space competition. He shifted the national security and
defense strategy to focus on great-power competition with China
and Russia, which caused tension among European allies due to his
threat to abandon the NATO alliance. Trump has long been critical
of NATO, calling it dead in 2020 and threatening to withdraw from
the alliance. He opposes NATO's collective defense clause, which re-
quires member countries to defend one another in case of an attack,
and has accused NATO countries of taking advantage of the US by
not meeting the required 2% GDP spending on defense.

onald Trump’s approach to trade is centered on the belief
Dthar the global trading system is unfair to US. interests,

leading to significant trade deficits, declining U.5. man-
ufacturing, and the offshoring of American jobs. To address this,
Trump has pledged to impose tariffs on most imports, matching
higher tariffs imposed by other countries on US. products, and ad-
ditional tariffs on countries seeking an alternative to the U.5. dol-
lar. He has renegotiated NAFTA, which he considered “one of the
worst trade deals ever made;” and replaced it with the 2018 United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement. However, he now proposes a
100 percent tariff on cars imported from Mexico and plans to re-
negotiate the 2018 trade deal to address concerns about Chinese
vehicles. If reelected, Trump has vowed to end the Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework (IPEF) and has already withdrawn the United
States from its predecessor, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TTF).
He has also renegotiated a trade deal with South Korea, withdrawn
from trade talks with the European Union, and imposed tariffs on
steel and aluminum imports. Tramp has imposed tariffs on $360
billion worth of Chinese goods and plans to raise these tariffs and
prohibit U5, investment in China and Chinese purchases of US.
assets. He also plans to “phase ouf” imports of Chinese-made elec-
tronics, steel, and pharmaceuticals and seek to terminate privileg-
es China gained when it joined the World Trade Organization in
2000. After Trump's victory, some people in Paldstan believe it could
have a positive impact on Imran Khan and the relations between
the US and Pakistan. However, this assumption may not be entire-
ly accurate, as it is based on the realities of US foreign policy. On
Trump's assumes office again, his foreign policy would likely return
to an “America First” approach, prioritizing American interests and
immediate economic and security gains. This could mean a sig-
nificant reduction in foreign aid to Pakistan, with funds directed
solely toward specific security initiatives rather than long-term de-
velopment projects. Trump’s first term saw a significant decline in
US-China ties, and a second term could mean an intensified effort
to contain Chinese influence globally. This stance could place addi-
tional strain on Pakistan, whose strategic relationship with Beijing
could face US scrutiny. Trump’ presidency would likely place Pa-
kistan in a challenging position, where Islamabad must balance its
longstanding relationship with the US against the pressures arising
from its ties with China. As US support becomes more conditional
and transactional, Pakistan may need to lean more heavily on China
for economic and strategic support if American aid and investment
diminish. Trump has shown a clear preference for India as a strate-
gic counterweight to China, which may deepen if he
returns to office. The US may prioritize its broader In-
do-Pacific strategy over addressing South Asian secu-
rity dynamics, risking a diplomatic rift if Pakistan per-
ceives a pro-India bias that brushes aside its security
interests. Trump has previously expressed concerns re-
garding nuclear security in South Asia, and his admin-
istration could impose more stringent conditions on
US aid and support for Pakistan. Increased scrutiny on
Pakistan’s nuclear assets may be part of his foreign pol-
icy, with new demands for transparency and coopera-
tion. Should US-Pakistan relations become selectively
engaged, [slamabad may be pushed to prioritize Wash-
ington’ security interests over its broader. For Pakd-
stan, the stakes under a Trump administration would
be high, as maintaining strong US diplomatic and eco-
nomic ties is vital for balanced foreign relation, laaa
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Environmental Stewardship for a Sustainable Tomorrow!
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By embrac-
ing envi-
ronmental
steward-
ship and
addressing
the chal-
lenges that
lie ahead,
we can cre-
ate a sus-
tainable
tomorrow,
where our
children
and grand-
children
can thrive
in harmony

with nature.

inthe world on Monday, with an air quality index (AQI)

of 382 as thick smog persists in the Punjab capital de-

spite efforts to bring down pollution levels. The AQI, which
measures a range of pollutants, exceeded 1,000 to reach an
unprecedented 1,194 in the country’s second largest city ac-
cording to data from IQAir, the Swiss air quality monitor.
The United Nations passed a significant resolution to de-
clare access to a healthy environment - including clean and
breathable air - a human right. Children are predominantly
stsceptible to these detrimental consequences. A study re-
porting the long-term effects of the Great London Smog of
1952 concluded that exposure to smog during the first year
of life increased the risk of childhood asthma by 19.87%.
This was prompted by the growing concern of rapidly in-
creasing air pollution because of the increasing use of
vehicles, industrial development, burning of fuels, and
lack of implementation of strict laws and regulations
particularly in developing countries. The growing air
pollution across the world is a grave concern for public
health as about seven million people die prematurely each
year. Around 7 million people per year die from air pol-
lution worldwide, according to the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO), 4.2 million of which are due to exposure
to ambient air pollution. In addition, 9 out of 10 people
breathe air that exceeds WHO guideline limits for pollut-
ants, with low-and middle-income countries suffering the
most, including Pakistan. Lahore, the second-largest and
most polluted city in Pakistan, has been plagued by a heavy
blanket of smog recently. On average, the persistent smog
smog reduces the average lifespan of Lahores citizens by
2.7 years. The ever-growing urbanization and industriali-
zation have contributed to the worsening air quality of the
city. Smog, being hazardous to health, is leading to a rapid
sprout in multiple health-related problems, as well as raising
concerns about the long-term deleterious effects on public
health. The current situation is expected to worsen due to
the lack of an active action plan from the government's side
and a failure of concerned authorities to take note of the ur-
gency of the situation. Hence, this pressing issue alerts the
relevant authorities regarding the detrimental consequences
smog can have on public health and urges them to take im-
mediate action to avoid further damage. Over the past few
years, Lahore has gone from being the ‘city of gardens’ to
one of the most polluted cities in the world. Each winter it
grapples with the menace of smog - a mixture of fog’ and
‘smoke’ usually emanating from vehicular and factory emis-
sions, and burning of fossil fuels, and is highly unhealthy
for all living beings. Yet, despite its expected occurrence, the
government has failed to take imely measures to control and
mitigate smog and its hazardous impact on the health of citi-
zens. Furthermaore, the fact that only around 1% of the coun-
try’s industrial establishments report their emissions raises
distressing concerns over the neglected air quality of the city
and its effect on public health. Given the damage that smog
can incur, it is imperative that prudent measures be under-
taken to improve air quality. Most environmental regulatory
organizations fall behind due to the lack of specialized equip-
ment, standardized protocols, trained personnel, and funds.
According to a 2021 report issued by the Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAO), vehicular emissions contribute the
most at 43 percent, followed by industrial emissions at 25
percent, agricultural emissions, particularly from burning
of crops during harvest season in winter at 20 percent, and
burning of fossil fuels, particularly coal to generate power at
12 percent. The higher percentage of vehic-
ular emissions is three-fold. First, in light of
a weak and limited public transport system,
privately owned cars and motorcycles consti-
tute the majority of the traffic on the road,
with motorcycles comprising about 74 per-
cent of the total number of registered vehi-
cles as of 2018. Second, motorcycles and au-
torickshaws, contributinga significant share
of on-road traffic in Pakistan, have incredibly =
inefficient engines, thus producing a higher
de gree of emissions. Third, the fuel Pakistan
uses falls under the Euro 2 category of the
European Union standards, a with fog dur-
ing winter months, resulting in hazardous
smog. According to World Health Organ-
isation (WHO)’s guidelines, the cut-off for
long-term fine particulate matter pollution

Lahnrerankﬁisecmdonﬂlﬂllstnfmmtpdhteddﬂm

(PM2.5) is 25 pg/m3. However, Pakistan’ average PM2.5
is significantly higher than the acceptable figure. This is
a failure of not only EPA but also the policymakers as
well, who badly fail in the Implementation. Instead of
long-term sustainable measures, the government often re-
sorts to ‘panic responses’ near or during winter months to
counter the prevailing smog; an effort often seen as too lit-
tle too late. Furthermore, despite the existence of laws and
regulations for pollution control and waste management,
the government has often failed to effectively implement
these policies.

everal countries have successfully addressed smog

and air pollution issues, offering valuable lessons

for others: London Implemented congestion charg-
es, promoted electric vehicles, and increased green spac-
es; Paris Introduced emission-reducing measures like
bike-sharing systems and electric buses; Tokyo Enforced
strict emissions controls, promoted clean energy, and im-
plemented efficient public transportation; New York City
and Beijing: Adopted comprehensive pollution reduction
plans, increased energy efficiency, and expanded green
spaces. Smog contintes to be an issue of grave public health
concern for the citizens of Lahore. Despite existing legal
frameworks, the inability of the government to effectively
implement laws and policies to regulate smoke emissions
from a variety of sources has exacerbated air pollution, es-
pecially in big cities in the previous years. Each year near
winter, the government ‘cracks down’ against brick kilns,
industries, and vehicles emitting excessive smoke by im-
posing hefty fines. However, this is often seen as an inef-
fective measure that fails to address the root cause of the
issue. Oftentimes, many industry owners go undetected
or continue emitting hazardous smoke after paying the
fines. Furthermore, farmers lament the crop burning ban,
a relatively cheaper method to clear the field as opposed to
adopting expensive but more environment-friendly tech-
nologies. [n a 2019 survey, almost 40% of the farmers op-
posed the ban simply because they were unable to afford
alternative methods, arguing that they would welcome the
ban if the government provided subsidies and support in
acquiring and incorporating other environment-friendly
technologies in agriculture practices. In 2017, the Envi-
ronment Protection Department of the Punjab Govern-
ment issued policies to control smog,. First, the adoption
of low Sulphur fuel which has proven to be more envi-
ronmentally friendly was proposed. However, the govern-
ment admitted that while this policy was first suggested in
2008, its implementation is annually postponed. On the
part of the government, this means having to devise new
contracts with international suppliers, such as Kuwaiti Pe-
troleum, for supply for low sulphur fuel. Furthermore, the
local oil refineries have shown reluctance in agreeing to
switch from low to high sulphur fuel as this would require
heavy investments to upgrade their existing facilities; a step
seen as unfavorable due to economies of scale. This also
requires the government to introduce better incentives to
push oil refineries to make the shift. Second, efforts to en-
sure catalytic converters are operational in all vehicles were
also proposed. However, this required the provincial gov-
ernment to liaise with the federal government to import
required parts; a task subjected to administrative lags and
bureaucratic inefficiencies. Third, revamping government
efforts to effectively manage solid waste management,
ban crop burning whilst introducing alternative, environ-
ment-friendly technologies, and fine industries and brick

kilns emanating excessive pollution. Among the broader.
Among the broader aims were effective management of ur
ban development to ensure industries are built away from
residential areas and build government capacity to moni-
tor air pollution. The government needs a National Action
Plan with effective reforms to address the administrative and
bureaucratic challenges that may impede effective imple-
mentation. Furthermore, the government needs to focus on
establishing new cities despite metropolitan cities and new
housing societies in metropolitan cities. There is also a need
of long-term goals of building an effective and sustainable
public transport system for all citizens to ease pressure off of
the roads occupied by private vehicles. Similarly, the govern-
ment needs to ensure that industries are not built alongside
residential areas, and existing industries are either moved
elsewhere in the long term or monitored to ensure that they
effectively manage their air emissions. To achieve this, the
government could also liaise with the industries to ensure
they have access to the latest and environment-friendly tech-
nologies. In addition, the government also needs to revamp
the agriculture sector of Pakistan which still relies on prim-
itive farming methods, and provide the support required to
introduce more environment-friendly technologies in the
agricultural operations. In essence, the provincial govern-
ment alone cannot be expected to achieve these long-term
goals, and therefore, the federal government must also step
in to play its part in controlling smog to ensure a better and
healthier environment for its citizens. The relevant bodies
need to actively handle the smog weather before its arrival
and there is a need to create awareness in the general public
because usually, people misunderstand smog as fog. Lesson
learned and solutions provided by WHO which are adopted
by various countries in order to combat air pollution include:

ing domestic, industry, and municipal waste manage-

ment and reducing agricultural waste incineration, forest
fires, and certain agro-forestry activities are important. Malk-
ing greener and more compact cities with energy-efficient
buildings, and providing universal access to clean, afforda-
ble fuels and technologies for cooking, heating, and lighting
are also very effective. By building safe and affordable public
transport systems and cycle-friendly networks the success of
resolving the issue is high. Additionally, there are also cer-
tain artificial yet technical measures to contest smog which
are: Gas to liquid technology in fuel which is more environ-
ment friendly; Usage of hydrogen fuels additive which can
reduce the emission of pollutants. By Stringent emissions
regulations; Promoting clean energy and electric vehicles;
Efficient public transportation systems; Green spaces and
urban planning; Congestion management; Public aware-
ness campaigns; and Collaboration between government,
industries, and citizens. These countries demonstrate that
a muilti-faceted approach, combined with political will and
public engagement, can effectively reduce smog and im-
prove air quality. In the context of Lahore, similar strategies
can be employed, such as: Implementing emission-reducing
measures for industries and vehicles; Promoting clean en-
ergy sources like solar and wind power; Expanding green
spaces and parks; Improving public transportation systems;
Encouraging electric or hybrid vehicles; Conducting public
awareness campaigns; and Collaborating with stakeholders
to address the root causes of smog. By learning from these
success stories and adapting strategies to Lahore and Paki-
stan specific needs, it is possible to mitigate smog and im-
prove air quality in the city. In conclusion,
as we stand at the precipice of a precarious
future, it becomes imperative that we take
collective action to combat the environ-
mental issues that threaten the very fabric
of our existence. Let us join hands in a res-
olite endeavor to save the planet, to save
the future, and to ensure a brighter tomor-
row for generations yet to come. By em-
bracing environmental stewardship and
addressing the challenges that lie ahead,
we can create a sustainable tomorrow,
where our children and grandchildren
can thrive in harmony with nature. Let
us rise to the occasion, with hope in our
hearts and determination in our souls, to
fight for the future and preserve the beauty
and wonder of our planet for all eternity.

Imfestmmtiu energy-efficient power generation. Improv-
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NatwnaIReadm Conference: Brainideaof Secretary Education

n a bid to prioritize education as the cornerstone of
progress, Secretary of Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training (MoFE&PT), Waseem Ajmal Choud-
hary, launched the National Reading Conference,
Book Fair & Pakistan Learning Festival in Islamabad. The
three-day festival, themed “Todays Readers, Tomorrows
Learners, was a collaborative effort between the Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training and
the National Book Foundation. Addressing
the opening ceremony, Minister Madad Ali
Sindhi emphasized that the key to Paki-
stan’s progress lies in education. He un-
derscored the importance of promoting
a reading culture among the youth and
expressed optimism that literary festi-
vals would contribute to fostering a well-
read and educated generation pivotal for
leading Pakistan to prosperity. The focus of
this year’s event was on children, schools, and
families, where leading education providers de-

livered short “Lightning Talks’ addressing innovative

KaShlf Ml IZa solutions to specific areas of foundational learning.

The writer is an
economist, anchor,
analyst and the
President of All
Pakistan Private
Schools’ Federation
president@Pakistan
privateschools.com

No strategy is
effective un-
less ends and
means are
aligned. Lead-
ers and leader-
ship requires
wisdom, under-
standing, out-of-
box solutions,
forbearance and
accountability.
A successful,
three-day Na-
tional Reading
Conference,
Book Fair,
Learning Festi-
val was a vision
and brain idea
of a visionary
leader the Sec-
retary Educa-
tion Mr. Waseem
Ajmal Choud-
hary, who prac-
tically proved
his leadership
quality and ex-
perience.

Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry outlined his commit-
ment to improving the quality of education and
reducing the number of out-of-school children.
The program inclides discussions on key advance-
ments in literacy and foundational learning, Secre-
tary Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry said that the focusof
this years event was on children, schools, and fam-
ilies. These three days were packed with programs
for kids curated carefully to promote foundational
learning and reading habits among kids with the
National Reading Conference. In order to make
the event more interesting and impact-full various

activities for the children have been organized on different
days with activities include the Animated story of the books,
Storytelling: Suno Kahani Meri Zubani, Dadi Gulabi Sing-
ing & Songwriting, Interactive performances, Creating Desi
Characters, and the Art of bookmaking, so that children
along with their families could amiuse themselves with Po-
ems, Screen Plays, Dance and Musical performances Dra-
mas, etc. This comprehensive three-day program provided
a learning platform for the youth of the society. Manage-
ment is all about arranging and telling, whereas, leadership
is about nurturing and enhancing. Pakistan is not a poor
country, but poorly managed. Nature has blessed Pakistan
with abundant resources, but unfortunately, wrong people
on wrong job with bad policies and poorly managed plans
let it down to the category of a Third World country. Under-
standing the dynamics of an unpredictable world is impor-
tant especially as unilateral actions by big powers and pop-
ulist leaders, which mark their policies, have implications
for Pakistan. In evolving its policy strategy Pakistan has to
match its goals to its human and economic resources and
capital. No strategy is effective unless ends and means are
aligned. So Pakistan needs leaders and leadership requires
wisdom, understanding, out-of-box solutions, forbearance
and accountability. Pakistan has to pursue its national goals
in an unsettled global and regional environment marked by
several key features. Pakistan has a constitutional commit-
ment to deliver ‘free and compulsory education for all chil-
dren between the ages of 5 to 16. The government intends
to go beyond it as Pakistan is committed to achieving Sus-
tainable Development Goals 4 (SDG4) to provide Tlifelong
learning opportunities for all. Leadership is one of the most
fundamental com ponents of a successful organisation. An
organisation with strong leadership is not
only able to achieve its goals but also en-
sures that their success will be sustaina-
ble for a long period of time. The concept
of leadership is not straightfor ward and
people are often confused regarding what
it means to be a leader. A boss typically is .
someone who uses their authority or power
to control people to act in a particular way,
whereas a leader seeks to influence others
through their actions A successful, three-
day National Reading Conference, Book ¥

Fair, Learning Festival was a vision and

brain idea of a visionary leader the Secre-

tary Education. MOFEPT, under the lead
ership of Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary,

this eagerly awaited conference is delving into vital topics
of Reading Conference Book Fair, Learning Festival for Early
Childhood Education (ECE) and foundational learning, Since
his appointment, Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary had to face
major challenges for the educational situation of Pakistan. The
right of the citizens of Pakistan is protected under Article 25-A
of the constitution. After the 18th Constitutional Amendment
the MoFE&PT is directly responsible for provision of education
services only to the extent of [slamabad Capital Territory. The
Secretary has a comprehensive action plan to transform Educa-
tion and foundational learning. He worked on war footing and
his efforts were highly appreciated globally and by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan at the highest level. Through the vision of such
a visionary leader Mr. Chaudhary, Pakistan could come closer
to vision of an educated, confident Pakistani youth, supported
from the moment they are born, and equipped with the founda-
tional learning to achieve their dreams. The Secretary shared the
Human Capital Review Report and shed light on how address-
ing learning poverty is crucial for socio-economic progress. Mr.
Waseem also highlighted that a fund of Rs 25 billion had been
established specifically for Out of School Children (O0SC) and
added that a significant portion should be allocated for Early
Childhood Education (ECE). He provided reassurance on be-
half of the Prime Minister, affirming the government’ unwaver-
ing commitment to ensuring that out-of-school children were
enrolled in schools, He further added that through the flagship
initiatives of MOFEPT which include Out-of-School Children
enrolment drive, foundational literacy through ASPIRE, estab-
lishment of classrooms in primary schools & kindergarten im-
portant steps are being taken for transforming early childhood
education. Furthermore, he focused combining both formal and
informal education for the nation’s progress. However, the Min-
istry under the leadership of Mr. Waseem is playing it’s role of
coordination amongst the federating units. The Inter Provincial
Education Ministers' Conference has been very actively playing
its role in this regard. Overall, Mr. Waseem focused on key is-
sues being faced in education, and out of box solutions by his
visionary leadership by emphasizing innovation and enhanced
practices, fostering idea exchange, and facilitating collaborative
efforts to advance education in Pakistan. The MoFE&PT under
the leadership of its Secretary Education Waseem Ajmal Chaud-
hary aligned all its programs to achieve the targets of Sustain-
ableDevelopment Goals (SDG). The Government of Pakistan
has formulated the first ever National Technical and Vocation-
al Education and Training (TVET) Policy 2015, which aims to
cater to the needs of our industrial sector by adding value to
human capital through imparting requisite training and skills.
To ensure minimum National Standards in education, MNation-
al Curriculum Council (MCC) has been formed with member-
ship from all provinces. The initiatives of the Ministry of Fed-
eral Education and Professional Training surely will improve
the state of Education in the Country and will ensure holistic
development and economic growth. No doubt, The Ministry is
aggressively working to end the education apartheid which has
plagued our country for many years. This can only be achieved
if we raise the quality of education in the public sector institu-
tions as well as those private in the public sector institutions as
well as those private institutions which cater to the disadvan-
taged section ofour society. Development of the Single Nation-
al Curric ulum is a major pillar of this strategy. Other initia-
tives include introduction of Ed-Tech and latest interventions
in schools located in ICT, which would be a replicable model
for the Provinces and Area Governments. It is indeed the pri-
mary responsibility of any civilized nation to provide its chil-
dren with a balanced and well-rounded education, develop
them to their full potential, and nurture them into gnun:l citizens,

-

try. Within a fortnight Tele-school and other interventions
werelaunched in order to mitigate the learning losses suffered
due to prolonged school closures. Now, It is high time that we
re-shape our education service delivery and structure all initi-
atives that allow our learners to compete and thrive in the face
of new realities. Ministry of Pederal Education & Profession-
al Training (MoFE&PT) along with all its associated entities,
provincial education and training departments, is striving to
develop and implement effective educational plans and strat-
egies for rectifying learning losses, sustainable student reten-
tion mechanisms to ensure no child is left behind. Few of the
recent flagship initiatives include: Re-envisioning the ‘Pakistan
Education Policy 2021°; Public-Private Partnership; Develop-
ing ‘Single National Curriculum’ so that all children have fair
and equal opportunity to receive high quality education; Intro-
ducing reforms in educational assessments by creating Relative
Grading System at Federal Board of Intermediate & Secondary
Education along with modernising the examination process-
ing systems-through digital technologies. Reorganisation of
key departments of “Higher Education Commission’ to support
further integrated and effective planning, promoting research
and online education; Launching *Hunarmand Pakistan’ under
the “Prime Minister’s Kamyab Jawan National Youth Develop-
ment Programme’; fostering skills’ education in the country to
reduce skill gap and unemployment; and Setting up of Pakistan
Institute of Education, as a premier institution which would
function as a think tank for future policy making and evidence
based decision making. No doubt, the success of all the above
mentioned Programs is a proof of the vision, brain idea and a
visionary leadership of the Secretary Education Waseem Ajmal
Chaudhary. Pakistan is a great country with tremendous re-
sources regarding minerals, water resources, land, good indus-
tries, strong manpower, flourishing weather and all those bless-
ings which any developed country can have, but unfortunately,
wrong people on wrong job with bad policies and poorly man-
aged plans let it down to the category of a Third World country.
So, the country itself is not poor, it’s all about the management
that we are still facing off these challenges

Pakistan needs more 200,000 schools and 25 million teachers
till 2025 to cater over 25 million currently out-of-school -chil-
dren (QO0SC). The Millions of children in flood-hit Pakistan are
in dire need of help, school education is at risk for millions of
students. All Pakistan Private Schools’ Federation { APPSE), the
only largest representative Federation for All Pakistan private
schools included Punjab, Sindh, KPE, Baluchistan, Islamabad,
Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir with more than: 300 regis-
tered Associations; 207,000 private schools; 15,00,000 teachers
and 26.9 million students presented Education Recommenda-
tions for Budget 2023-24. APPSF recommended to Federal &
Provincial governments to allocated and spend minimum 5%
of GDP on education and research for schools and higher ed-
ucation sector in the new budget keeping in view the effects
of COVID-19, pandemic, recent devastated flood and high in-
flation rate. APPSF further recommended Government should
announce tax amnesty and exemption for 10-year for investing
in education sector, so that 200,000 new schools, colleges, uni-
versities, technical and vocational institutes can be established.
No child must be deprived of education due to poverty or any
other reason. Under the leadership of Secretary Education Mr.
Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary, and through Public-Private Part-
nership the MoFE&PT aligned all its programs to achieve the
targets of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-4). No strate-
gy is effective unless ends and means are aligned. So Pakistan
needsa team of leaders like Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary who
can grow, achieve and boast the rate of education, economy and
other national goals, with his expertise, experience, invaluable
"v insights, inspiring ideas, and best practices, en-
riching the Ministry. Because before you are a
leader, success is all about growing yourself, but
when you become a leader, success is all about
growing others. Keeping in view all the above
efforts, it could be said with full conviction that
Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary is a person in
Pakistan who practically proved his leadership
quality and experience. Pakistan need only vi-
sionary and good leaders like Mr. Waseem Aj-
mal Chaudhary. No strategy is effective unless
ends and means are aligned. Leaders and lead-
@ ership requires wisdom, understanding out-of-
box solutions, forbearance and accountability.
| Mo doubt, visionary leaders like Mr. Waseem
Ajmal Chaudhary can change the world.
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G20 Summit: Biden’s vision of IMEC to counter BRI, and Pakistan’s Future!
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Biden seeks to
counter China’s
Belt and Road
push on global
infrastructure
IMEC by pitch-
ing Washington
as an alterna-
tive partner and
investor for de-
veloping coun-
tries at the G20
grouping. The
State of Israel
will be a central
hub in this eco-
nomic initiative
by making this
collaboration
project the larg-
est in the histo-
ry. For Pakistan,
it’s high time
that we get our
house in order
and set our pri-
orities straight
by setting agen-
das and re-
forms.

he 1.5, the EU, India, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and

others launched Middle East-Furope Economic
Corridor (IMEC), the initiative to link railways,

ports, electricity and data networks and hydrogen pipe-
lines on the sidelines of the Group of 20 (G-20) sum-
mit in New Delhi, and announced a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) committing to work together
to develop a new India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC), a vast mul-
tinational rail and ports deal linking
the Middle East and South Asia,
boosting trade ties with potentially
wide-ranging geopolitical impli-
cations. The corridor would help
boost trade, deliver energy resourc-
es and improve digital connectivity.
The network reflected Biden’ vision
for far-reaching investments that come
from effective American leadership and a
willingness to embrace other nations as partners. The
enhanced infrastructure would boost economic growth,
help bring countries in the Middle Bast together and es-
tablish that region as a hub for economic activity instead
of as a source of challenge, conflict or crisis as it has
been in recent history. The leaders did not lay out who
woiild be paying for the project. A working group will
lay out fuller plans over the next 60 days, including a
timeline for building the infrastructure. The G-20, com-
prising 19 countries and the Buropean Union, and now
African Union, that was founded in 1999, is finally in
Delhi, with all eyes on the New Delhi declaration issued
at the end of the summit. Here are four key takeaways
from the two-day summit: The G20 leading economies
began the weekend’s proceedings by welcoming the Af-
rican Union ( AU), the newest
member of a bloc that already
represented 85 percent of the
worlds gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP). The AU at full
strength has 55 members, but
six military-ruled nations are
currently suspended. It has a g
collective GDP of $3 trillion g% R
with some 1.4 billion people; Skt
G20 leaders have been deep-
ly riven over the Ukraine war
since Moscow’s War. Fac-
ing the prospect of a major
diplomatic  embarrassment,
host India pressed members =
to agree on a common state-
ment that watered down its
earlier condemnation of the
war. The G20 denounced the
use of force for territorial gain, but refrained from di-
rect criticism of Rissia by name. Ukraines Ministry of
Foreign Affairs spokesman Oleg MNikolenko criticised
the statement, saying the G20 had nothing to be proud
of; Leaders failed to agree on a phase-out of fossil fu-
els despite a United Mations report a day earlier deem-
ing the drawdown indispensable to achieving net-zero
emissions. G20 nations account for about B0 percent
of global emissions and an inability to agree on the
phase-out is a cloud over a key round of climate dis-
cussions to begin in November in the oil-rich United
Arab Emirates; A broad alliance - including the United
States and Saudi Arabia - unveiled ambitious plans to
create a modern-day Spice Route linking Eurcpe, the
Middle East and India. The plans are also being touted
as a means of helping to normalise relations between
Israel and Gulf Arab states. A new debate has sur-
faced since the announcement, that the new corridor
connecting Asia-Middle-East-Europe, aimed to target
the well-established China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC)—a multibillion-dollar project— part of
the larger Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Enhancing
connectivity with all regions has been a key priority,
as connectivity is a means to not only increase muitu-
al trade between different countries but also will cut
trade time between India and Europe by 40 percent.
The pact comes at a critical time as U.S. President Joe
Biden seeks to counter China’s Belt and Road push on
global infrastructure by pitching Washington as an al-
ternative partner and investor for developing countries
at the G-20 grouping. Although heavily trade-focused,
the scheme could have wide-ranging implications - in-
duding developing contacts between long-time foes
Israel and Saudi Arabia. Signatories hope it can help
integrate Indid’s vast market of 1.4 billion people with-
countries to the west, offer a counter balance to Chinese
infrastructure spending, boost Middle Eastern econo

mies and help normalize relations between Israel and
Guilf Arab states. Biden said it would bridge ports across
two continents and lead to a more stable, more prosper-
ous and integrated Middle East. It would unlock end-
less opportunities for clean energy, clean electricity, and
laying cable to connect communities. European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen said the so-
called India-Middle East-Burope Economic Corridor, or
IMEC, was much more than just a railway or a cable.
Whereas, Prime Minister Marendra Modi said, “Today,
as we embark upon such a big connectivity initiative,
we are sowing the seeds for future generations to dream
bigger” IMEC is envisioned to consist of two separate
corridors, with an east corridor connecting India to the
Arabian Gulf and a northern corridor connecting the
Arabian Gulf with Europe, according to the Mol The
deal will benefit low and middle-income countries in the
region and enable a critical role for the Middle East in
global commerce. Along the railway route, participants
intend to lay cable for power and data lines, as well as
a pipeline for hydrogen derived from remewable ener-
gy for use in power generation. One proposed project
woiild link railway and port facilities across the Middle
East - including the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan and Israel - potentially speeding trade between
India and Burope by up to 40%. A shipping container
that today travels from Mumbai through the Suez Canal
to Burope could in the future go by rail from Dubai to
Haifa in Israel and on to Burope, saving both money and
time. At present, the Suez Canal is a major bottleneck to
world trade, handling roughly 10% of global maritime
trade, but is often beset by disruptions. Atthe same time,
the plan neatly alipns with several of Washington's goals
in the Middle East, and officials say the United States is

keen to see the projects take flight. Bidens administra-
tion is actively prodding Riyadh, a major oil producer
and security partner, to normalize ties with Israel after
decades of conflict and closed borders. Saudi Arabia has

never officially recognized Israel. According to Isracls
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the United States
had approached Israel several months ago for this pro-
ject, which will reshape the face of the Middle East. The
State of Israel will be a central hub in this economic ini-
tiative by making this collaboration project the largest in
the history. U.5. involvement could also help mend deep-
ly damaged ties between Riyadh and Washington, which
frayed after the U.5.-Iran nuclear deal and the 2018 mur-
der of dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi. It would
also strengthen telecommunications and data transfers
through a new undersea cable connecting the region.
The economic corridor would develop infrastructure to
enable the production and transport of green hydrogen.
The pact offers opportunities for manufacturing, inno-
vation and people. Moreover, all the projects could also
help oil-soaked Middle Eastern states wean their econo-
mies off dependence on fossil fuels.

Biden seeks to counter Ching’s Belt and Road push on
global infrastructure IMEC by pitching Washington as
an alternative partner and investor for developing coun-
tries at the G20 grouping. Chinaks powers and influ-
ence are increasing so rapidly that U.S. and EU fee] the
need to have alternatives. Italy, an important signatory
of China’s BRI, has just pulled out of the arrangement.
But, the new project would not necessarily undermine
Chinak global infrastructure project, which has its own
independent existence. Due to the enmity with China,
India wasnot part of the Belt and Road Initiative, so this
initiative gives connectivity to India. On the other hand,
IMEC poses direct challenge to Chings BRI, can trans
form Intercontinental Trade, but how it will finally turn
otit depends on many factors, such as the working out of

financing and the continuwed support in member coun-
tries through political headwinds like elections and
change of governments. Much of this connectivity drive
is aimed at containing Chings Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), the big idea first put on the table by Xi in 2013.
Countries in Central Asia, South Asia, the Middle East,
and several African nations had signed on to the propos-
al that was funded mainly by Chind’s government-owned
banks. But many of the countries, including Sri Lan-
ka, hawve got into a debt trap over their inability to pay
back. The same has happened to some African countries.
Moreover, the purpose of the infrastructure, apart from
offering an alternative to BRI projects, still not clear ei-
ther is expensive to ship oil and gas over land, so energy
probably isn’t the main game; or is it about Indian ex-
ports into the Middle East then? If IMEC takes off, it will
give a massive fillip to both continents. But this is at the
moment just on paper and getting it started an function-
ing will take a decade and more — provided all coun-
tries remain on board several years down the line. While
everyone agrees that the signing of IMEC’s MOU has tre-
mendous potential, how it will finally turn out depends
on many factors. For now, one can just wait and watch
until more is known. The move came amid US efforts for
a broader diplomatic deal in the Middle East that would
hawve Saudi Arabia recognise Israel. It seems this is a clear
plan to rival Chinds massive Belt and Road infrastruc-
ture initiative that was announced back in 2013, which
is designed to connect Asia, Africa and Europe. So, it
seems that this is really a counterweight plan. The plan
couild significantly respond to Chinak much-vaunted Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), a step seen as a challenge to
China’s economic ambitions in the region. The BRI has
spread Chinese influence, investments and commerce
across Burope, Africa, Asia and Latin America. If
finalized, it would be a game changer that strength-
ens connectivity between India and the Middle East
and would aim to counter BRI Indeed, MNarendra
Modi’s sole aim is to make India a better Country,
by this Strategy in near future, India would become
the most powerful nation in the World, which will
surprise even the USA, the United Kingdom, Rus-

sia and Japan. He uses all the developed countries
& of the world for his benefit. First he destroyed US
ties with Pakistan and Afghanistan, and created
an alliance with Vietnam, which damaged Chinag’s
dream of Superpower, over a long-time dispute over
oil extraction overseas between Vietnam and Chi-
na which has benefited India. With Indids support,
Vietnam began producing Oil in Ching’s Southern
Seas. Vietnam now supplies major part of its Oil to
India, the United States also has supported for this.
¥ He severely damaged Pakistan without going into a

formal war. He brought the Port of Iran under his
control, and also set up an Indian Military base on the
border with Afghanistan which is very close to the bor-
der of Pakistan. In order to increase Indian trade, he has
also built a route through Iran to Afghanistan by passing
Pakistan. Modi abrogated and repealed Sections 370 and
354, and now having eye on Azad Kashmir of Pakistan.
Saudi Arabia and UAE are getting more closer to India
by doing heavy Investment in India, both countries has
brotherly relationship with Pakistan and considered as an
trusted traditional ally. Now it depends on the suppested
scale of IMECS investment which is an indication of how
seriously the Saudis and UAE take India and Indid’s eco-
nomic potential. In Asia, Modi is rooting out the space
of China and the United States in a very Scintific man-
ner, recently had canceled the SAARC Summit which
has shown his power who has succeeded in maintaining
Indiak superiority over Asia. China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) was launched in 2008 connecting Chi-
na and Pakistan through railways, telecom, and technol-
ogy infrastructure along with Special Economic Zones
(SEZs), from Kashgar to Gwadar port city, to boost eco-
nomic activity. Both countries are aggressively taking the
CPEC to new heights as CPEC is one of the most inno-
vative and strategically important projects in recent dec-
ades. President of China Xi Jinping termed the CPEC as
friendship between China and Pakistan is based on trust
and mutual support, and we have been devoted friends
through both good and hard times. To build a China-Pa-
kistan community of shared destiny is a strategic deci-
sion made by the two governments and peoples to cre-
ate an even brighter future for China and Pakistan. For
Pakistan, now it's a high time that we get our house in
order and set our priorities straight by setting agendas
and reforms. Chur nation deserves better and a brighter
future, It’s time for change and a renewed commitment
to the values. Perhaps reassessing and questioning our-
sehves might bring about the change our Country’s needs.
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Gaza Genocide: Israel wants to seize Gaza's multibillion dollar gas field

he Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) military’s
brutal attacks in Gaza are the deadliest
and most destructive criminal war in re-
cent history, but Israelis look in vain for
any sign of victory. The diplomatic hourglass
is running out to reach a negotiated solu-
tion. As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu expands its ground attacks in
Gaza, Iran’s threats of retaliation over the
airstrikes that killed a senior military of-
ficer and continued criminal war attacks
from Tehran-backed groups in the region
are increasing the likelihood of an all-out
war in the Middle East. Israel’s decision to
assassinate a high-ranking member of the Ira-
nian military in Damascus is a huge provo-
cation. Iran has stayed out of direct involve-
ment so far, but if its commanders are being
targeted, it will have trouble continuing along
The writer is an 2 path of restraint. Israel neither confirms nor
ies involvement in Mousavi’s death. If Israel
ECOOMISE, SMESOL, is behind the killing, its unclear whether it is
analyst and the  4ing 5o as a warning to Tehran or to trigger
President of All an Iranian response that would give Israel the
Pakistan Private Ppretext to enlarge the war. Tehran vowed ret-
Schools’ Federation "o for what it called the assassination in
g 1 Syria of Seyed Razi Mousavi, a senior adviser to
president@Pakistan jrpy; 1slamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. The
privateschools.comUs. did not respond whether Israel informed
Washington in advance of the airstrikes that

killed Mousavi. Immediately after the Gaza war broke
otit, the United States moved military assets to the Mid-
dle East as a deterrence and messaged to Tehran and its
proxies to stay out. Around the region, however, there
are signs the conflict is spreading. The international
community is calling for a cease-fire, but Israel vows
to press ahead saying it wants to destroy Hamas. Itis a
risk U.5. President Joe Biden cannot afford as he heads
into an election year in 2024, as most Americans disap-
proving of his handling on Gaza, but he is keen to avoid
a cease-fire in Gaza war, resulting Israeli attacks, have
been intensifying. “We are expanding the fight in the
coming days,” said Netanyahu in comments released
by his Likud party. Since Christmas Eve, its airstrikes

Kashif Mirza

The have killed hundreds of Palestinians, many of them in
Gaza-Geno- refugee camps. Since October 9, Israeli airstrikes and a
cide is not  ground brutal attacks have killed close to 22,000 people
about the included more than 10,000 children in Gaza, accord-

ing to health authorities there. The Hamas-run health
ministry says more than 55,000 people have been in-
jured since the start of the war. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) says only 13 out of Gaza’s 36 hospi-
tals are partially functioning. The nine hospitals in the
south are operating at three times their capacity, while
facing critical shortages of basic supplies and fuel for
generators. UN agencies say 40% of Gazans - 576,600
people - have exhausted their food supplies and coping
capacities and face catastrophic hunger and starvation.
According to Unrwa, the UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, 1.9 million Gazan residents - about 85% of
the population - have been displaced, and 1.4 million of
them are sheltering in its facilities. Every day is a strug-
gle for survival. No doubt, a cease-fire would end the
attacks on U.S. troops, end the attacks on ships in the
Red Sea and most likely also calm down the Lebanese
Israeli border. In just over two months, these brutal at-
tacks have wreaked more destruction than the razing of
Syrias Aleppo between 2012 and 2016, Ukraine’s Mari-
iupol or, proportionally, the Allied bombing of Germa-
ny in World War IL It has killed more civilians than the
U5.-led coalition did in its three-year campaign against

claims of Is-
rael protect-
ing itself,
but, this is
all about oil.
Indeed, IDF’s
Gaza war is
to getillegal
possession
and control
on Palestin-
ian gas, fo-

1.4 trillion
cubic feet of
natural gas

the Islamic State group. The Israeli military has said lit-

2000 off the tle about what kinds of bombs and artillery it is using in
Gaza coast, Guz Butfrom blast fragments found on-site and anal-
valued at yses of strike footage, experts are confident that the vast
%524 billion majority of bombs dropped on the besieged enclave are

US.-made. They say the weapons include 2,000-pound
(900-kilogram) “bunker-busters” that have killed hun-
dreds in densely populated areas. Which turns earth to
liquid and pancakes entire buildings. The explosion of a
2,000-pound bomb in the open means instant death for

to avert Is-
raeli energy
Crisis

anyone within about 30 meters (100 feet). Lethal frag-

mentation can extend for up to 365 meters (1,200 feet).

In another strike on the urban refugee camp of Jabaliya, a
2,000-pound bomb killed over 100 civilians. Experts have
also identified fragments of SPICE (Smart, Precise Im-
pact, Cost-Effective) 2000-pound bombs, which are fitted
with a GPS guidance system to make targeting more pre-
cise. The sraeli military is also dropping unguided dumb
bombs as well.

The Israeli strategy of brutal attacks seems not working,
as Israel says it has two goals: destroy Hamas and res-
cue the 129 hostages still held by Hamas. Moreover, ac-
cording to Middle East Monitering’s report that Hamas
killed about 2,100 Israeli soldiers and the number of war
wounded Israeli soldiers is likely to reach approximately
20,000. Whereas, as per the head of the Israeli Defence
Ministry’s Rehabilitation Department, 58 per cent of sol-
diers have sustained injuries to their limbs, including am-
putation. The Gaza-Genocide is not about the claims of
Israel protecting itself, but, this is all about oil Indeed,
IDF’s Gaza war is to get illegal possession and control on
Palestinian gas, focused on the 1.4 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas discovered in 2000 off the Gaza coast, valued
at $524 billion to avert Israeli energy crisis. Given the bil-
lions of barrels worth of oil in Palestine, which believed
that fossil fuels are influencing Israel’s attacks. Both off
the coast and beneath the occupied lands of Palestine,
over 3 billion barrels of oil are estimated to exist, accord-
ing to a 2019 ULN. report. These numbers don't even in-
clude the gas potential in Palestine, which is estimated to
have some 1.7 billion barrels of oil while over 1.5 billion
barrels are estimated to lie beneath the occupied West
Bank area. Since the discovery of oil and gas in the Pales-
tinian Territories, resource competition has increasingly
been at the heart of the conflict, motivated largely by Is-
rael’s increasing domestic energy woes. In this context,
the issue of forced illegal occupation over Gaza's gas fields
is main aim of Irael. In 2014, the then Israeli defence
minister and former Israeli Defence Eorce (IDF) chief
of staff Moshe Yaalon confirmed that military plans to
uproot Hamas are about dominating Gaza's gas reserves,
and annowunced that Operation Protective Edge marks
the beginning of a protracted attacks on Hamas. Israel’s
strategy over Gaza has been designed to make Palestinian
access to the Marine-1 and Marine-2 gas wells impossi-
ble. Israel’s long-term goal besides preventing the Pales-
tinians from their own resources, is to integrate the gas
fields off Gaza into the adjacent Israeli offshore installa-
tions. For the Israeli povernment, Hamas continues to be
the main obstacle to the finalisation of the gas deal. The
only option for Israel, therefore, was yet another military
operation to uproot Hamas. Israel says it has destroyed
many Hamas sites and hundreds of tunnel shafts and has
killed 7,000 Hamas fighters out of an estimated 30,000-
40,000. Israeli leaders say intense military pressure is the
only way to free more hostages. But families of hostages
worried that the intense bombing endangered and killed
their loved ones. Hostages released during a weeklong
cease-fire last month recounted that their captors moved
them from place to place to avoid Israeli bombardment
Hamas has claimed that several hostages died from Israeli
bombs due to the high level of destruction. This strategy
of intense bombardment of [srael seems failed, as major
part of the Hamas' tunnels are still functional and pro-
tecting Hamas for advancing its ground forces to attack
Unfortunately, for the IDF brutal attacks uprooting Ha-
mas means destroying the civilian support base - which
is why Palestinian civilian casualties massively outweigh
that of Israelis. This was confirmed in practice by the
earlier report of UN fact-finding mission in Gaza which
concluded that the IDF had pursued a deliberate policy of
disproportionate force, to destroy the civilianpopulation.
Although , the Israel-Palestine conflict is clearly not all
about resources, but in an age of expensive energy, com-
petition to dominate regional fossil fuels are increasing
ly influencing the critical decisions that can inflame war.
But Israel’ strategy of brutality and capacity to inflict de-
struction is simply far greater devastate.

Resultantly, the war is spreading now, Yemen’s Houthis
which also known as Ansar Allah, claimed responsibility
for a mis sile attack on a container ship in the Red Sea.

in the Red Sea. It's the latest in a string of attacks on global
shipping in recent weeks that has prompted Washington to set
up a multinational naval forces coalition to patrol the water-
ways. Escalation is inescapable as Yemenk Houthis compete
to show their support for Hamas. The Red Sea is the real con-
cern for the west and Isreal because the Yemens Houthis are
much harder to deter. Since 2022, Saudi Arabia and Houthiin
Yemen have been negotiating a permanent cease-fire to end
their eight-year war. Since the Gaza conflict began, Israel has
engaged in fierce cross-border clashes with Hezbollah in Leb-
anorn.

The situation is really on the brink of war. Tens of thousands
of [sraelis have been evacuated from border towns in anticipa-
tion of an attack by Hezbollah. Israeli Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant acknowledged the country is in a multifront war un-
der attack in seven theaters, including Gaza, the West Bank,
Lebanon, Syria, Irag, Yemen and [ran. On the other hand the
Biden administration has quietly continued to supply arms to
Isracl. However, the President Joe Biden publicly acknowl-
edged that Israel was losing international legitimacy due to
indiscriminate bombing, Israels brutal attacks have destroyed
over two-thirds of all structures in northern Gaza and a quar-
ter of buildings in the southern area of Khan Younis. That in-
cludes tens of thousands of homes as well as schools, hospitals,
mosques and stores. U.N. monitors have said that about 70%
of school buildings across Gaza have been damaged. At least
66 damaged schools served as shelters for displaced civilians.
Israeli brutal strikes damaged 160 mosques and three church-
es, the monitors said. Gaza is now a different color from
space with a different texture. By some measures, destruction
in Gaza has outpaced Allied bombings of Germany during
Waorld War I1. Between 1942 and 1945, the allies attacked 51
major German cities and towns, destroying about 40-50% of
their urban areas. This amounted to 10% of buildings across
Germany, compared to over 33% across Gaza, a densely pop-
ulated territory of just 140 square miles (360 square kilome-
ters). Gaza is now sits comfortably in the top quartile of the
most devastating bombing campaigns ever. The U.S.-led co-
alition’s 2017 attack to expel the Islamic State group from the
Iraqi city of Mosul was considered one of the most intense
attacks on a city in generations. That nine-month battle killed
around 10,000 civilians, the coalition carried out nearly 15,000
strikes across the country, according to Airwars. By compari-
som, the Israeli military has conducted 22,000 strikes in Gaza
and killed around 10,000 children with more than 22000 ci-
vilians, since October 7. Israel has also gone on to impose a
siege of the territory, barring the entry of food, fuel and wa-
ter to Gaza’s 2.3 million residents, amid growing concerns of
famine and the spread of disease, which is likely to exacerbate
the death toll. Whereas, Washington’s announcement that it
-explosive artillery munitions to Israel, was a clear evidence of
the American administration’ full sponsorship of this crimi-
nal war. The International Court of Justice (IC]), the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations, must institute proceed-
ings against Israel on the Genocide of Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip concerning its obligations under the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (the
“Genocide Convention”). Israel, since 7 October 2023 in par-
ticular, has failed to prevent genocide and has failed to prose-
cute the direct and public incitement to genocide, and that Is-
rael has engaged in, is engaging in and risks further engaging
in genocidal acts against the Palestinian people in Gaza. The
Court’s jurisdiction on Article 36, paragraph 1, of the Statute
of the Court and on Article IX of the Genocide Convention
allow as provisional measures, pursuant to Article 41 of the
Statute of the Court and Articles 73, 74 and 75 of the Rules
of Court, the Court must take provisional measures in order
to protect against further, severe and irreparable harm to the
rights of the Palestinian people under the Genocide Conven-
tion and to ensure Israel’s compliance with its obligations un-
der the Genocide Convention not to engage in genocide, and
to prevent and to punish genocide which shall have priority
over all other cases. Indeed, the acts and omissions by Israel
are genocidal in character, as they are committed with the req-
uisite specific intent to destroy Palestinians in Gaza as a part
of the broader Palestinian national, racial and ethnical group,
and that the conduct of Israel through its State organs, State
agents, and other persons and entities acting on its instruc-
tions or under its direction, control or influence in relation to
Palestinians in Gaza, is in violation of its obligations under the
Genocide Convention.
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Palestinian Genocide: [srael wants to seize Gaza’s multibillion-do

he Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) militarys bru-
talatta::ksm{]azaarethe deadliest and most
destructive criminal war in recent history, but
Israelis look in vain for any sign of victory. The
diplomatic hourglass is running out to reach a nego-
tiated solution. As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu expands its ground attacks in Gaza,
Irans threats of retaliation over the airstrikes
that killed a senior military officer and continued
criminal war attacks from Tehran-backed groups
in the region are increasing the likelihood of an
all-out war in the Middle East. Israels decision to
assassinate a high-ranking member of the Iranian
military in Damascus is a huge provocation. Iran has
stayed out of direct involvement so far, but if its com-

. . manders are being targeted, it will have trouble contin-
KaSh If M IFZQ uing along a path of restraint. Israel neither confirms
not denies involvement in Mousavik death. If Israel is
i behind the killing, it's unclear whether it is doing soas a
The writer is an warning to Tbgjrgngﬂur to trigger an [ranian reslﬁse that
economist, anchor, would give Israel the pretext to enlarge the war. Tehran
analyst and the vowed retribution for what it called the assassination in

; ia of Seyed Razi Mousavi, a senior adviser to Irans
EYESIBCTR ER AN IS:]:rmc Rﬂﬁtmnay Guard Corps. The US. did not
Pakistan Private respond whether Israel informed Washington in ad-
Schools’ Federationyance of the airstrikes that killed Mousavi. Immediately
president@Pakistan after the Gaza war broke out, the United States moved
- military assets to the Middle East as a deterrence and
PrIVAMESChoeEs-com messaged to Tehran and its proxies to stay out. Around
the region, however, there are signs the conflict is spreading,
The international community is calling for a cease-fire, but
Israel vows to press ahead saying it wants to destroy Hamas,
It iz a risk ULS. President Joe Biden cannot afford as he heads
into an election year in 2024, as most Americans disapproving
of his handling on Gaza, but he is keen to avoid a cease-fire
in Gaza war, resulting Israeli attacks, have been intensifying,
“We are expanding the fight in the coming days,” said Netanya-
hu in comments released by his Likud party. Since Christmas
Eve, its airstrikes have killed hundreds of Palestinians, many
of them in refugee camps. Since October 9, Israeli airstrikes
and a ground brutal attacks have killed close to 22,000 peo-
ple included more than 10,000 children in Gaza, according to

2

& . health authorities there. The Hamas-run health ministry says
The_Gaz_a Gen more than 55,000 people have been injured since the start of
ocide iS Not  the war. The World Health Organization (WHO) says only 13
about the out of Gazas 36 hospitals are partially functioning. The nine

hospitals in the south are operating at three times their capac-
ity, while facing critical shortages of basic supplies and fuel for
generators. UN agencies say 40% of Gazans - 576,600 people
- have exhausted their food supplies and coping capacities and
face catastrophic hunger and starvation. According to Unrwa,
the UN agency for Palestinian refugees, 1.9 million Gazan res-
idents - about 85% of the population - have been displaced,
and 1.4 million of them are sheltering in its facilities. Every

claims of Isra-
el protecting
itself, but, this
is all about
oil. Indeed,

]
IDF :s-ﬁaza- day is a struggle for survival. No doubt, a cease-fire would end
War is to get the attacks on UsS. troops, end the attacks on ships in the Red
illegal pos- Sea and most likely also calm down the Lebanese Israeli bor-
- der. In just over two months, these brutal attacks have wreaked
session and more destruction than the razing of Syrias Aleppo between
control on 2012 and 2016, Ukrainés Mariupol or, proportionally, the Al
Seck lied bombing of Germany in World War IL It has killed more
Palestinian civilians thﬁ the U.S.-led coalition did in its three-year cam-
gas, focused paign against the [slamic State group. The Israeli military has
on the 1.4 tril- said little about what kinds of bombs and artillery it is using in

Gaza. But from blast fragments found on-site and analyses of
strike footage, experts are confident that the vast majority of
bombs dropped on the besieged enclave are U.S.-made. They
say the weapons include 2,000-pound (900-kilogram) “bun-
ker-busters” that have killed hundreds in densely populated
areas. Which turns earth to liquid and pancakes entire build-
ings. The explosion of a 2,000-pound bomb in the open means
instant death for anyone within about 30 meters (100 feet).
Lethal fragmentation can extend for up to 365 meters (1,200
feet). In another strike on the urban refugee camp of Jabali-
ya, a 2,000-pound bomb killed over 100 civilians. Experts have
also identified fragments of SPICE (Smart, Precise Impact,

lion cubic feet
of natural gas
discovered in
2000 off the
Gaza coast,
valued at
$524 billion to
avert Israeli
energy crisis.

Cost-Effective) 2000-pound bombs, which are fitted with a
GPS guidance system to make targeting more precise. The Is-
raeli military is also dropping unguided dumb bombs as well.
The Israeli strategy of brutal attacks seems not working, as
Israel says it has two goals: destroy Hamas and rescue the 129
hostages still held by Hamas. Moreover, according to Middle
East Monitering’s report that Hamas killed about 2,100 Israe-
li soldiers and the number of war wounded Israeli soldiers
is likely to reach approximately 20,000. Whereas, as per the
head of the Israeli Defence Ministrys Rehabilitation Depart-
ment, 58 per cent of soldiers have sustained injuries to their
limbs, including amputation. The Gaza-Genocide is not about
the claims of Israel protecting itself, but, this is all about oil.
Indeed, IDF% Gaza war is to get illegal possession and control
on Palestinian gas, focused on the 1.4 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas discovered in 2000 off the Gaza coast, valued at $524
billion to avert Israeli energy crisis. Given the billions of bar-
rels worth of ol in Palestine, which believed that fossil fuels
are influencing Israels attacks. Both off the coast and beneath
the occupied lands of Palestine, over 3 billion barrels of oil
are estimated to exist, according to a 2019 UN. report. These
numbers don't even include the gas potential in Palestine,
which is estimated to have some 1.7 billion barrels of oil while
over 1.5 billion barrels are estimated to lie beneath the occu-
pied West Bank area. Since the discovery of oil and gas in the
Palestinian Territories, resource competition has increasingly
been at the heart of the conflict, motivated largely by Israels
increasing domestic energy woes. In this context, the issue of
forced illegal occupation over Gazas gas fields is main aim of
Israel. In 2014, the then Israeli defence minister and former
Isracli Defence Force (IDE) chief of staff Moshe Yaalon con-
firmed that military plans to uproot Hamas are about dom-
inating Gaza's gas reserves, and announced that Operation
Protective Edge marks the beginning of a protracted attacks
on Hamas. Israel’s strategy over Gaza has been designed to
make Palestinian access to the Marine-1 and Marine-2 gas
wells impossible. Israels long-term goal besides preventing
the Palestinians from their own resources, is to integrate the
gas fields off Gaza into the adjacent Israeli offshore installa-
tions. For the Israeli government, Hamas continues to be the
main obstacle to the finalisation of the gas deal. The only op-
tion for Israel, therefore, was yet another military operation
to uproot Hamas. Israel says it has destroyed many Hamas
sites and hundreds of tunnel shafts and has killed 7,000 Ha-
mas fighters out of an estimated 30,000-40,000. Israeli leaders
say intense military pressure is the only way to free more hos-
tages. But families of hostages worried that the intense bomb-
ing endangered and killed their loved ones. Hostages released
during a weeklong cease-fire last month recounted that their
captors moved them from place to place to avoid Israeli bom-
bardment. Hamas has claimed that several hostages died from
Israeli bombs due to the high level of destruction. This strat-
egy of intense bombardment of Israel seems failed, as major
part of the Hamas' tunnels are still functional and protecting
Hamas for advancing its ground forces to attack. Unfortu-
nately, for the IDF brutal attacks uprooting Hamas means de-
stroying the civilian support base - which is why Palestinian
dvilian casualties massively outweigh that of Israelis. This was
confirmed in practice by the earlier report of UN fact-finding
mission in Gaza which concluded that theIDF had pursued
a deliberate policy of disproportionate force, to destroy the
dvilian population. Although , the Israel-Palestine conflict
is clearly not all about resources, but in an age of expensive
energy, competition to domi nate regional fossil fuels are in-
creasingly influencing the critical decisions that can inflame
war. But Israel’s strategy of brutality and capacity to inflict de-
struction is simply far greater devastate.

Resultantly, the war is spreading now, Yemens Houth-
is which also known as Ansar Allah, claimed responsibility
for a missile attack on a container ship in the Red Sea. Itk
the latest in a string of attacks on global shipping inrecent
weeks that has prompted Washington to set up a multina-
tional naval forces coalition to patrol the waterways. Esca-
lation is inescapable as Yemen's Houthis compete to show
their support for Hamas. The Red Sea is the real concern for
the west and Isreal because the Yemen’s Houthis are much

[ar gas field!

harder to deter. Since 2022, Saudi Arabia and Houthi in Yem-
en have been negotiating a permanent cease-fire to end their
eight-year war. Since the Gaza conflict began, Israel has en-
gaged in fierce cross-border clashes with Hezbollah in Leb-
anom.

The situation is really on the brink of war. Tens of thousands
of Israelis have been evacuated from border towns in antic-
ipation of an attack by Hezbollah. Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant acknowledged the country is in a multifront
war under attack in seven theaters, including Gaza, the West
Bank, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Iran. On the other
hand the Biden administration has quietly continued to sup-
ply arms to Israel. However, the President Joe Biden publicly
acknowledged that Israel was losing international legitimacy
die to indiscriminate bombing,. Israel’s brutal attacks have de-
stroyed over two-thirds of all structures in northern Gaza and
a quarter of buildings in the southern area of Khan Younis.
That inchides tens of thousands of homes as well as schools,
hospitals, mosques and stores. UN. monitors have said that
about 70% of school buildings across Gaza have been dam-
aged. At least 66 damaged schools served as shelters for dis-
placed civilians. Israeli brutal strikes damaged 160 mosques
and three churches, the monitors said. Gaza is now a different
color from space with a different texture. By some measures,
destruction in Gaza has outpaced Allied bombings of Ger-
many during World War I1. Between 1942 and 1945, the al-
lies attacked 51 major German cities and towns, destroying
about 40-50% of their urban areas. This amounted to 10%
of buildings across Germany, compared to over 33% across
Gaza, a densely populated territory of just 140 square miles
(360 square kilometers). Gaza is now sits comfortably in the
top quartile of the most devastating bombing campaigns ever.
The US.-led coalition’s 2017 attack to expel the Islamic State
group from the Iragi city of Mosul was considered one of
the most intense attacks on a city in generations. That nine-
month battle killed around 10,000 civilians, the coalition car-
ried out nearly 15,000 strikes across the country, according
to Airwars. By comparison, the Israeli military has conduct-
ed 22,000 strikes in Gaza and killed around 10,000 children
with more than 22000 civilians, since October 7. Israel has
also gone on to impose a siege of the territory, barring the
entry of food, fuel and water to Gazas 2.3 million residents,
amid growing concerns of famine and the spread of disease,
which is likely to exacerbate the death toll. Whereas, Wash-
ington’ announcement that it had approved a $147.5 million
sale of high-explosive artillery munitions to Israel, was a clear
evidence of the American administration’s full sponsorship of
this criminal war. The International Court of Justice (IC]), the
principal judicial organ of the United Nations, must institute
proceedings against Israel on the Genocide of Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip concerning its obligations under the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (the "Genocide Convention”). Israel, since 7 Octo-
ber 2023 in particular, has failed to prevent genocide and has
failed to prosecute the direct and public incitement to geno-
cide, and that Israel has engaged in, is engaging in and risks
further engaging in genocidal acts against the Palestinian
people in Gaza. The Court’s jurisdiction on Article 36, par-
agraph 1, of the Statute of the Court and on Article IX of the
Genocide Convention allow as provisional measures, pursu-
ant to Article 41 of the Statute of the Court and Articles 73,
74 and 75 of the Rules of Court, the Court must take pro-
visional measures in order to protect against further, severe
and irreparable harm to the rights of the Palestinian people
under the Genocide Convention and to ensure Israels com-
pliance with its obligations under the Genocide Convention
not to engage in genocide, and to prevent and to punish gen-
ocide, which shall have priority over all other cases. Indeed,
the acts and omissions by Israel are genocidal in character, as
they are committed with the requisite specific intent to de-
stroy Palestinians in Gaza as a part of the broader Palestinian
national, racial and ethnical group, and that the conduct of
Israel through its State organs, State agents, and other persons
and entities acting on its instructions or under its direction,
control or influence in relation to Palestinians in Gaza, is in
violation of its obligations under the Genocide Convention.
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General
Asim Mu-
nir's ini-
tiatives
for the
develop-
ment and
economic
prosperity
of Paki-
stan have
been in-
strumental
in shaping
the na-
tion’s path
towards
progress.

eneral Syed Asim Munir successfully completed

his one year as Army Chief, and during his suc-

cessful tenure, he expressed his determination and
assured to steer Pakistan out of the prevailing crises, stat-
ing, “We have decided to lead Pakistan out of the current
crisis” Whenever the country faced difficult times, the
Pakistan Army responded with the hard

work for the people. One year of his
service has culminated at a record
breaking success stories. When
the chief of the Pakistani army
took the lead to save the coun-
try from the crisis economy
came oit of the ventilator and
started breathing. His new pro-
fessional journey began at a time
when there was political turmoil
in the country; when the country
was suffering from inflation, and there
were diplomatic challenges. Despite not be-
ing in the spotlight throughout his one-year
tenure, Gen Munirs behind-the-scenes ef-
forts have significantly contributed to the
overall stability of the country. His robust
support for the povernment and the active
role of the army played a pivotal role in
steering Pakdstan away from financial and
economic default. Under his leadership,
foreign relations have seen a positive trans-
formation, with strengthened ties with
the United States, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA),
and China. Gen Munirk adept backdoor
diplomacy has played a crucial role in fos-
tering these relationships. In a short span of one year, Gen
Asim Munir has left an indelible mark on Pakistan’s econ-
omy and diplomatic relations. His temure has been char-
acterized by resilience, strategic vision, and a commit-
ment to the nation’s progress. On the special instructions
of Army Chief General Asim Munir, the Pakistan Army
in collaboration with the country’s institutions launched a
large-scale operation against all the illegal activities which
worse the economy like termites. Army Chief General
Asim Munir made several important foreign visits dur-
ing one year, including Britain, China, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Turkey, Uzbekdstan, the United Arab Emirates and Kawait.
In the war against terrorism, he made it clear that there
will be no negotiations against terrorists and also ensured
the implementation of the revised National Action Plan,
participated in the central and provincial apex commit-
tee meetings and also supported the police for operations
in the rural areas. Ensured the safety of foreign nationals
working on CPEC and other projects, also played an im-
portant role in restoring peace in Afghanistan. A large-
scale successful crackdown was carried out against the
illegal miprants, and a deadline was given to the foreipn
illegal migrants to leave the country, and the success of
credit goes to General Asim Munir. He praised the Paki-
stanis for their pride, self-respect, and competence, rec-
opnising the nation’s potential to overcome challenges.
Referring to the prevailing economic challenges, the army
chief remarked, “All Pakistanis have collectively rejected
the begpar’s bowl” Grateful for the country® blessings,
COAS Munir remarked, "Allah has bestowed Paldstan
with numerous gifts. Drawing attention to Pakistank po-
temtial for progress, the army chief asserted, "INo external
force can hinder our journey towards advancement” He
reaffirmed his belief in the nations capability to achieve
greatness in all domains. Through strategic planning, in-
novative thinking, and a focus on incusivity, Gen. Asim
laid the foundation for a strong and resilient economy.
The initiatives he championed in infrastructure, energy,
agriculture, education, and technology have positively im-
pacted various sectors, leading to increased investment,
job creation, and improved living standards. Bven Gen-
eral Asim Munir is also discussed in India for economic
stability. On the special instructions of the Army Chief,
the Pakistan Armry along with the domestic agencies have
brought down the prices of pe-
troleum and other goods and
the public got great relief from
the crackdown against the ma-
fia. General Asim Munir also
plays an important role in re-
lations with friendly countries
and foreipn affairs. During the
year, several important foreign
routes were also completed,
while the implementation of the
MWational Action Plan was en-
sured. Under the leadership of
General Asim, Pakistan inked
several Memorandam of Under-
standings (MoUs) with different
countries, paving the way for

multi-billion dollar investments in diverse initiatives out-
lined by the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC).
The MoUs cover investment cooperation acrossvarious sec-
tors, induding energy, port operations, waste water treatment,
food security, logistics, mining, aviation, , and banking and
financial services. These Molls will unlock multi-billion dol-
lars of investment into Pakistan and will help realize various
initiatives envisioned under Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC).

The Chief of Army Staff, Gen Asim Munir, vowed to extend all
out support to the Government of Pakistan for:'Green Paki-
stan Initiative’ and bringing abowt Agriculture reforms. Again
the personal presence and speech by the COAS at the “Dust to
Development’ summit also signalled that the dust is settling
down and development is coming. The messages were very
clear that we must never lose hope. General Asim Munir’s Vi-
sion for Development and Economic Prosperity of Pakistan is
based on our social responsibility to play our collective role in
the country’s economy. Munir is a former chief of Pakistan’s
powerful intelligence service, the Inter-Services Imtelligence
(I5I), and before that the head of the country’s military imtelli-
gence. In nuclear-armed Pakistan, with the worlds fifth largest
military and a history of military rule, the army chief tends
to be the most powerful leader — at times even perceived as
the de facto leader due to significant influence over Pakistan’s
domestic and foreign policies. Gen. Munir took charge amid
continued political and economic turmoil in Pakistan. Civ-
il-military relations had been preatly tarnished under Bajwa's
six-year tenure. Gen. Munir restored the military’s imapge from
criticism to praise and restored its public image. In the pursuit
of a progressive and prosperous Pakistan, visionary leaders
have always played a pivotal role in shaping the nation’s desti-
ny. Ome such influential figure is General Asim Munir, whose
initiatives for development and economic growth have left a
profound impact on the country. As a seasoned military lead-
er and strategist, General Munir brought fresh perspectives to
povernance, emphasising the importance of a strong econo-
my, innovation, and inclusive development. This article delves
into the initiatives undertaken by General Asim Munir and
their impact on Pakistans journey towards economic pros-
perity. The COAS made four key points. First, the formation
of Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) to bring all
stakeholders at one platform for imvestors was the result of
collaboration between the government and state institutions.
Secondly, the SIFC has laid down new rules for the ease of
doing business. Thirdly, and importantly, what was not clear
before has now been clarified. These rules are for domestic as
well foreign investors. Any discrimination against domestic
investors does not go well with the foreign investors. Fourthly,
the investor-friendly system will provide easy terms and con-
ditions for business.

Let it be clear that the proof of the pudding will be in the eat-
ing. General Asim Munir recognised the fundamental impor-
tance of well-developed infrastructure for the nation’s growth
and connectivity. Removing the hurdles into the progress of
work of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was one
of General Munir’s landmark achievements. This game-chang-
ing initiative brought sipnificant foreign investment, improv-
ing Pakistan’s connectivity with China and Central Asia. The
Gwadar Port, a vital component of the CPEC, has also emerged
again as a strategic hub for international trade, opening up
new avenues for economic growth and regional integration.
This initiative not only reduced regional disparities but also
facilitated the transportation of goods, boosting economic
activity and trade across the country. Addressing Pakistan’s
chronic energy crisis was a top priority for General Munir. He
spearheaded initiatives to diversify the energy mix by invest-
ing in renewahle sources such as solar, wind, and hydropower.
These efforts aimed to reduce the country’s dependency on
fossil fuels and enhance energy security while promoting sus-
tainable development. General Munir took decisive action to
address this challenge by promoting a diversified and sustain-
able energy mix. His support encouraged investment in re-
newable energy sources, leading to a surge in solar and wind
power projects across the country. Through incentives and
policy reforms, Pakistan witnessed a considerable increase in
private sector participation in the energy sector, enhancing
energy security and reducing dependency on costly fossil fu

b

els. Apriculture remains the backbone of Pakistank economy,
and General Munir recognised its significance in ensuring
food security and alleviating poverty. Through ‘Green Paki-
stan Initiative’ and bringing about Agriculture reforms, his in-
itiatives focused on modernising the agriculture sector by in-
troducing advanced farming techniques, promoting research
and development, and ensuring the efficient utilisation of wa-
ter resources through better irrigation practices.

General Munir understood the wital role of human capital
in the country’s progress. To promote economic prosperity,
he emphasised investing in education and skill development
programs. This inchided revamping the education system, es-
tablishing technical and vocational training centers, and en-
couraging research and innovation. By nurturing a skilled and
knowledgeable workforce, General Munir aimed to drive eco-
nomic growth and create a competitive advantage in the global
market. He encouraped collaborations between academia and
the private sector, leading to the emergence of research-driv-
en industries and startups. General Munir recognised that
embracing innovation and technology was crucial for Pa-
kistan’s economic development in the 21st century. General
Asim Miunir believed in building strong ties with the interna-
tional community to attract foreign direct imvestmnent {FDT)
and boost trade opportunities. He worked towards creating
a conducive business environment, simplifying regulations,
and offering competitive incentives to attract multinational
companies and foreign investors. Through increased glob-
al enpagement, Pakistan pained access to new markets and
technologies, fostering economic growth and job creation. He
encouraged investor-friendly policies, making it easier for for-
eign companies to set up businesses in Pakistan. By establish-
ing a transparent and business-friendly regulatory environ-
ment, General Munir aimed to boost investor confidence and
increase FDI inflows. Under his leadership, Pakistan negotiat-
ed free trade agreements with various countries and region-
al blocs to enhance market access for Pakistani products and
services. These agreements not only opened up the ways for
new export opportunities but also encouraged foreign invest-
ment in export-oriented industries. In his pursuit of economic
prosperity, General Munir did not overlook the importance
of mineral development and environmental conservation and
sustainable development. He actively promoted initiatives of
mineral development , and to mitigate the impacts of climate
change, preserve biodiversity, and protect natural resources.
Emphasis was placed on adopting green technologies, pro-
moting renewable energy, and implementing eco-friend-
Iy policies to ensure a sustainable and resilient economy for
future generations. The action started by stopping the illegal
movement of essential commeodities from the country began
to bear fruit, the dollar’s value continued to decline, where the
decline in the value of the dollar led to a decline in the prices of
other commeodities, the stock exchange broke upward records
in the history of the country. Pakistan is passing through one
of her most critical junctures and this requires the develop-
ment of national consensus by all stakeholders to sail throupgh
the confronted challenges of economy and terrorism. Chief of
the Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir reiterated Pakistan
has to progress and that no power in the world can stop the
country from its journey on the road to progress, and to make
Pakistan green again as Allah almighty has blessed the coun-
try with various resources. Longer term, the economy may
prove to be the stiffer challenge because it is not so amenable
to military control as politics and internal security. The diffi-
culty is compounded by Pakistan’s fraught foreipn relations, as
the nment can no longer automatically count on largesse
from its allies in the United States and the Middle East, who
in the waning years of the Cold War and immediately after-
ward allowed the country to service its debt and stay afloat as
a rentier state. Boosting exports could be a starter, Pakistan
still hopes the U.S., China, and other international partners
will step in to help it avoid defaulting on international loans.
COAS Munir hailed the government’s plans for uplift, express-
ing his confidence in the transformation of the different sec-
tors in landscape of Pakistan. Under his leadership, Pakistan
will witness a development and economic revolution. General
Asim Munir called on all the stakeholders to develop a na-
tional consensus to confront challenges posed by the econonmy
and terrorism. Pakistan Army takes pride in serving its na-
tion, with the dedication to the welfare
of the people and the country. The army
belonged to the people, and the people
belonged to the armiy, emphasising the
strong bond between the armed forces
and the dwvilians. As Pakistan looks to
the future, Gen Munir’s contributions
are poised to set a challenging target
and leave a lasting legacy. General Asim
Munir’s initiatives for the development
and economic prosperity of Pakistan
have been instrumental in shaping the
nation’s path towards progress. As Pa-
kdstan continues to build upon the leg-
acy of General Munir’s vision, it moves
towards a more prospercus and prom-
ising future.
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Gen Asim’s Visit to Turkey: A Diplomatic Mission of Utmost Significance

rmy chief General Asim Munir called for enhancing
defence collaboration and training cooperation be-

tween Pakistan and Turkey. The Inter-Services Pib-

lic Relations (ISPR) said that the chief of army staff (COAS)
laid emphasis on the enhancement of defence ties during his
meetings with the top Turkish leadership on an official trip
to Turkey. The visit was a part of the high-level mutual visits
by both the brotherly countries to enhance the historic dip-
lomatic and military ties. During the visit, Gen Munir called
on Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdofian, foreign

and defence ministers, commander of Turkish gen-
eral staff and commanders of Turkish land and
air forces. Gen Munir appreciated the Turkish
military’ efforts to maintain peace and stability
in the region and also praised the standards of
operational readiness of Turkish armed forces.
Later he visited the Turkish land forces head-
quarters, where on his arrival Gen Munir was
presented with a guard of honour. The army chief
was conferred with the Legion of Merit by the Turk-
ish Defence Minister and Commander Turkish Land

Forces in recognition of his services towards promot-

KaShI' erzaiu defence relations between the two countries. This
Illgh profile visit has sparked significant interest, both
nationally and internationally, as it carries implications
for security and cooperation. This move reflects Paki-
stan’s commitment to fostering stronger relationships
with key allies in the global arena. Both nations share
a common interest in strengthening their military ca-
pabilities and enhancing their defense preparedness.
This visit aimed to explore opportunities for joint
training exercises and the exchange of military exper-
tise. Gen Asims visit to Turkey is very important due
to the recent developments happened in G20, when Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan at G20 said that Turkey would be
“proud” if a country like Indiabecomes a permanent member
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). But, Tayyip
Erdofian, president of Turkey, said after the G20 that “there
can be no corridor without Turkey?, adding “the most appro-
priate route for trade from east to west must pass through
Turkey”. Turkey is in intensive negotiations with regional
partners over its alternative to the India-Middle East trade
corrider plan that was agreed at this month's G20 summit,
as the country seeks to bolster its historic role as a transport
route for goods moving from Asia to Europe. Ankara has
pushed back against the proposed India-Middle East route
that would transport goods from the subcontinent through
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Israel to
European markets. The mooted corridor, backed by the US
and EU as they attempt to repel Chinas growing influence,
would completely bypass Turkey. A trade route does not only
mean meeting trade alone. It's also a reflection of geo stra-
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General Asim

Munir's visit tegic competition. On the other side, Armenia-Azerbaijan
to Turkey un- Crisis and tensions between these two neighbouring nations
derscores the have escalated significantly in recent months, threatening

deep-rooted to destabilise the South Caucasus region. Pakistan, with its

historical ties to Azerbaijan, and Turkey, which has a strong
partnership with Azerbaijan, find themselves in a unique po-
sition to play a constructive role in defusing the crisis.

General Munir’s visit also offers an opportunity to strength-
en Pakistan-Turkey bilateral relations. The two countries
have historically shared strong military, economic, and cul-

and historically
shared strong
military, eco-
nomic, cultural
and longstand-
ing diplomatic

ties between tural ties. This visit serves as a platform to further enhance
Pakistan and these ties and explore avenues for future collaboration. Gen
Turkey. The Munir's visit received widespread

support from political circles with-
in Pakistan. Moreover, General
Asim Munir believed in building
strong ties with the international
community to attract foreign direct
imvestment (FDI) and boost trade
opportunities. He worked towards
creating a conducive business enwvi-
ronment, simplifying regulations,
and offering competitive incentives
to attract multinational companies
and foreign investors. Through in-
creased global engagement, Paki-
stan gained access to new markets
and technologies, fostering eco-
nomic growth and job creation.
To stimulate economic growth,
General Munir sought to attract

visit serves as
a platform to
further enhance
these ties and
explore avenues
for future col-
laboration. This
strategic alli-
ance has been
characterised by
mutual support
in various inter-
national forums
and a shared
commitment to
regional stability
and security.

foreign direct investment (FDI) and strengthen trade ties
with international partners. He encouraged investor-friendly
policies, making it easier for foreign companies to set up busi-
nesses in Pakistan. By establishing a transparent and busi-
ness-friendly regulatory environment, General Munir aimed
to boost investor confidence and increase FDI inflows. Un-
der his leadership, Pakistan negotiated free trade agreements
with various countries and regional blocs to enhance market
access for Pakistani products and services. These agreements
not only opened up the ways for new export opportunities
but also encouraged foreign investment in export-oriented
industries. General Asim Munir, has also announced his
plans to attract massive foreign investment and had secured
promises from Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar and Kuwait to
invest a total of §75-100 billion in Pakistan, mainly in the
farming industry. He also said he had asked the Saudi and
UAE rulers to lend $10 billion each to Pakistan to improve
its foreign exchange reserves, which would be repaid in ru-
pees. The military leadership presented an Economic Revival
Plan, stated to be bigger than the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), to address the nation's continued struggles
with growth. The plan is focused on harnessing the country’s
untapped potential in key sectors through local development
and foreign investments mainly from gulf countries and ex-
pediting project implementation. There is an urgent need for
export-oriented foreign direct investments (FDIs) while the
army chief pledged full support of the military, recognising
the plan’s importance for the national prosperity. The plan
envisages capitalising Pakistan's untapped potential in key
sectors of defence production, agricultural, livestock, miner-
als and mining, information technology and energy, through
indigenous development as well as investments from friendly
countries. The investment will come from the gulf countries
and the army will play a key role in the coordination of the
projects. If this project is completed, by 2035, Pakistan could
become a trillion-dollar economy, a game changer project.
Under the SIFC, direct jobs opportunities would be provided
to 15 to 20 million people and indirect job opportunities to
another 75 to 100 million people in the next four to five years.
Along with this, the SIFC project will generate exports of $70
billion and import substitution of equal amount in the next
four to five years. The security and economy were closely re-
lated to each other that’s why the Pakistan Army will spend all
its energy in the management, coordination and the success
of the project. It was aimed at creating horizontal-vertical
synergy between the federation and the previnces; facilitating
timely decision-making; avoiding duplication of efforts; and
ensuring swift project implementation. General Asim Munir
recognised the fundamental importance of well-developed
infrastructure for the nation’s growth and connectivity. Re-
moving the hurdles into the progress of work of China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was one of General Mu-
nir’s landmark achievements. This game-changing initiative
brought significant foreign investment, improving Pakistan’s
connectivity with China and Central Asia. The Gwadar Port,
a vital component of the CPEC, has also emerged again as
a strategic hub for international trade, opening up new ave-
nues for economic growth and regional integration. Through
incentives and policy reforms, Pakistan will witness a consid-
erable increase in private sector participation in the energy
sector, enhancing energy security and reducing dependen-
cy on costly fossil fuels. Through ‘Green Pakistan Initiative’
and bringing about Agriculture reforms, his inititer resources
through better irrigation practices.

Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the Turkey's

atives focused on modernising the agriculture sector by
introducing advanced farming techniques, promoting re-
search and development, and ensuring the efficient utilisa-
tion of waGeneral Munir aimed to drive economic

and create a competitive advantage in the global market.
Pakistan and Turkey have strong brotherly relations which
have alwaysstood the test of time. Pakistan Army takes pride
in serving its nation, with the dedication to the welfare of
the people and the country. The army belonged to the peo-
ple, and the people belonged to the army, emphasising the
strong bond between the armed forces and the civilians. The
Pakistan Army is always willing to extend full support to the
Turkish Land Forces in multiple domains. Through strate-
gic planning, innovative thinking, and a focus on inclusivi-
ty, Gen. Asim laid the foundation for a strong and resilient
economy. The initiatives he championed in infrastructure,
energy, agriculture, education, and technology have posi-
tively impacted various sectors, leading to increased invest-
ment, job creation, and improved living standards. COAS
Munir hailed the government’s plans for uplift, expressing
his confidence in the transformation of the different sectors
in landscape of Pakistan. Under his leadership, Pakistan
will witness a development and economic revolution. Gen-
eral Asim Munir called on all the stakeholders to develop
a mational consensus to confront challenges posed by the
economy and terrorism. General Asim Munir’s initiatives
for the development and economic prosperity of Pakistan
have been instrumental in shaping the nation’s path towards
progress. As Pakistan continues to build upon the legacy of
General Munir’s vision, it moves towards a more prosper-
ous and promising future. Pakistan has always stood with
their Turkish brothers in times of calamity and moments of
triumph and shall continue to strengthen the fraternal ties
between the two nations. Pakistan Army is always willing
to extend full support to the Turkish Land Forces in mul-
tiple domains. Pakistan and Turkiye have fostered strong
military and trade relations over the years. When a dev-
astating earthquake struck Turkiye in February this year,
killing thousands, Pakistan sent planeloads of relief items
to help the victims of the natural disaster. Turkish leaders
acknowledged the efforts extended by Pakistan Army En-
gineers who worked along the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) teams during the unfortunate
earthquake that hit Turkey in February this year. In times
of calamity and success, Pakistan has always stood with its
Turkish brothers, and it will continue to deepen the bonds
of brotherhood between the two countries. In a significant
development, General Asim Munir has embarked a crucial
diplomatic mission to Turkey. General Munir’s visit holds
paramount importance and leaders from various political
parties acknowledged the importance of such diplomatic
endeavours in strengthening the nations position on the
global stage. Both Pakistan and Turkey are committed to
regional stability. Their involvement in resolving the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan Crisis reflects their dedication to main-
taining peace and security in the South Caucasus region. A
peaceful resolution to the conflict would not only benefit
Armenia and Azerbaijan but also the broader international
commimity. General Munir’s visit provides an opportunity
to discuss other pressing regional and global issues. Paki-
stan and Turkey are both members of various internation-
al organizations, and their cooperation on the diplomatic
front can have far-reaching implications. This unified stance
reflects the nations commitment to its foreign policy objec-
tives. General Asim Munir’s Vision for
Development and Economic Prosper-
ity of Pakistan is based on our social
responsibility to play our collective
role in the country’s economy. Gener-
al Asim Mumnir’ visit to Turkey under-
scores the deep-rooted and longstand-
ing diplomatic ties between Pakistan
and Turkey. This strategic alliance has
been characterised by mutual support
in various international forums and a
shared commitment to regional stabil-
ity and security. General Munir’s visit
exemplifies the importance of diplo-
matic engagement and cooperation
in addressing complex regional chal-
lenges and underscores the enduring
bond between Pakistan and Turkey
in their quest for peace and stability.
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ashmir Solidarity Day is on Febru-
ary 5, and this day s observed by
the people in Pakistan and Kashmir
who have been fighting for their
freedom for more than 70 years. This day is
also celebrated in honor of the Kashmiris
who have lost their lives in the fight for free-
dom. It focuses on showing Pakistan’ support
and unity with the people of Indian-occupled
Kashmir, their ongoing freedom struggle, and
to pay homage to Kashmiri martyrs who lost
their lives fighting for Kashmir's freedom. Pa-
kistan wrged the UN Security Council to act
immediately to protect Kashmiris especially
children in conflict zones, particularly in the
India-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (10]K)
where Indian forces have been dellberately tar-
peting children with pellet guns. UN Secretary
General Antdnio Guterres also urged [ndia lo
end the use of pellets against children in Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir and stop associating
children with the security forces In any way.
According to an analytical report, it said that
the killing of 95,686 including 7,147 in custo-
dy from January 1, 1989 to September 30, 2020
speaks volumes about the goodwill gesture of
the brutal Indian forces towards the Kashmiri
peaple.
The report also mentioned the destruction of
110,367 civilian properties including houses
and structures and gang-rape or molestation
of 11,219 of women by the troop during the
period (o expose the reality of Indian Army’s
Sadbhavana like operations. During 2022,
some of the worst alrocities and stale ter-
rorism took place in 1OJK. More than 300
imnocent Kashmiris, including women and
children, were killed in fake encounters and
staged cordon-and-search operations, and 750
Kashmiris were critically injured, while 2,770
innocent Kashmiris were arbitrarily detained,
and 922 houses destroyed as part of collec-
tive punishment inflicted on the Kashmiri
communities. Such inhuman actions are not
only in violation of the UNSC resolutions on
Children and Armed Conflict but are also in
breach of the best interests of the child prin-
ciple under the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, to which India is a state party, The
worsening situation and increased attacks

Kashmir, an unfinished agenda of Pakistan!

against children in 10JK, calls for Security
Council’s intervention by holding India ac-
countable for its grave breaches of internation-
al humanitarian law and war crimes in 10]E.
According to the UN Secretary General’s lat-
esl repart, the overall number of grave vio-
lations remained alarmingly high at 26,425,
These violations include the continued kill-
ing and maiming of children, the recrultment
and use of child soldiers, sexual violence and
abduction, attacks against schools and hospi-
tals, and denial of humanitarian access. The
repart further revealed that during the Cov-
1d-19 pandemic has exacerbated difficulties in
the protection of children affected by armed
conflicts, with humanitarian agencies finding
it hard to conduct their work safely. Despite
persistent concerns raised by multiple Special
Rapporteurs and Mandate Holders of the Hu-
man Rights Council and experts on Children
and Armed Conflict, the haman rights and
humanitarian situations continue to deterio-

fair, free and internationally supervised plebi-
scite that should be aimed to secure the right
of self-determination for the people of Kash-
mir. The current status shows both the posi-
tions on Kashmir, as, Pakistan (s, in the favour
of UN plebiscite as per the wishes of the Kash-
miri people. Kashmiris in Indian occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (IOJK) are going through
an ordeal, oppression due lo massive human
rights violations by Indian security forc-
es. Kashmir is the most violent and volatile
conflict zones between - India & Pakistan in
South Asla The conflict becomes mare frag-
lle when the stakeholders are nuclear-armed
because [t certainly risks regional and nierna-
tional peace. The continuing curfew in Indian
held Kashmir in the backdrop of revoking Ar-
ticle 370 and 35{A) on 5th August 2019, heavy
military presence, media blackout, kidnapping
of young boys, brutal patterns of violence and
suppression of masses' voices have ignited a
wave of protest and condemnation from the

The world community is not only showing crim-
inal indifference to the humanitarian crisis in
10JK and the illegal Indian action to annex the
territory but is also looking the other way on
the anti-Muslim actions of the Modi regime with-
in India.

rate for the innocent children of 10]K since
Aug5, 2019, The state of Jammu and Kashmir
is an unresolved agenda of Britain and a dis-
puted territory between India and Pakistan.
Both the parties acknowledged the disputed
status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir in
the UN Security Council resolutions of Au-
gust 13, 1948, and to which on January 5.
1948, both the two countries are considersd
a party. UN resolutions Is remained opera-
tive and cannot be unilaterally disregarded
by either party. As agreed in the UN Security
Council resolutions along peaceful and bi-
lateral negotiations would be made between
India and Pakistan over the future status of
Jammi and Kashmir. It, therefore, entails a

global community, which is emphasising on
a peaceful and sustainable resolution of long-
standing Kashmir conflict.

Through cost-bensfit-analysis one may get
to know aboul the cost observes as what In-
din and Pakistan are costing from their active
engagement in conflict. Since 1947 a several
propasals for Kashmir conflict are being of-
fered by the analysts aiming to reach the res-
olution. Kashmir conflict needs a sustainable
resolution. The international commuinity s
responsible for sustaining the world peace and
resolving conflicts between and among the
stales, thus, succumbs to Influsnce the par-
ties, India and Pakistan for a peaceful resolu-
tion of Kashmir conflict. Nonetheless, to lead

the Kashmir conflict in the right direction s
essential, only defining structural ways does
not seem enough for the resolution. Therefore,
a cerfain framework needs to be made that
miist be muitually agreeable by the parties. It’s
evidently proved that Kashmiris are not sat-
ished with the Indian illegal contral of Kash-
miris, therefore, causes frequent protests in the
area. The abrogation of Article 370 and 35(a)
has further worsened the situation in Kash-
mir and one can see strong reactions {rom the
international community also. It is high time
for India to look into its domestic polices vis-
d-vis its minority especially the Muslims. The
world community Is not only showing crimi-
nal Indifference to the humanitarian crisis in
10K and the illegal Indian action to annex the
territory but is also looking the other way on
the anti-Muslim actions of the Modi regime
within Indla. First it de prived 1.9 million Ben-
gali Muslims who were residing in Assam for
decades before partition and now through the
new ctizenship bill which denies Muslims the
right of citizenship. The bill which has racist
and xenophobic connotation has already trig-
gered protests in several states of India.

Regrettably the UN is not in a position to play
any positive role without the support of the
pro-Indian powers enjoying veto power. Feb-
ruary 5 symbolises Pakistan’s deep-rooted re-
lationship with Kashmir. Every year, this day
revives the cultural, religions and the geo-
graphical proximity the valley enjoys with Pa-
kistan. The pro-Pakistan sentiment in Kashmir
is neither dead nor diminished, it's suppressed
and the reasons are rooted in the conditions
we are going through since the 1990. Our
young generation should be educated about
the importance of the Kashmir Day. On this
iay, all schools shouldremain open and school
children should be taught that Kashmiris
have been struggling hard to get their right to
self-determination under the UN resolutions
for the kst seven decades. Because of its very
weak case on the disputed valley, India terms
it a bilateral dispute and avolds internation-
alizing the issue. Right from 1990, India says
Kashmir is an issue of cross-border terrorism.
No matter what, the Kashmir lssue remains an
international dispute today, The day reminds
the Kashmiris that Pakistan has nol left them
at the mercy of circumstances. This talks with
India have to be on equal terms without giving
unilateral concessions (o New Delhi In view
of these serious concerns, the UN Security
Council must act immediately to stop India
such practicesand take preventive measuires to
protect Kashmiris especially children, includ-
ing by ending the use of pellets against children
in IOTE. Whatever the causes of modern-day
brutallty towards Kashmiris especially chil-
dren, the time has come to call a halt These
acts miust end, and perpetrators must be held

| to account. Pakistan for which Kashmir is an

> unfinished agenda of the partition will and

must continue to persist with its moral, po-
litical and diplomatic support to the freedom
struggle in [OJK as long as it does not succeed.
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The regulators
and concerned
bodies must
recognize the
ground dis-
parities and
structural bar-
riers that hin-
der women's
access and
advancement
in the justice
sector to take
a leading role
in introduc-
ing necessary
reforms for a
diverse and
inclusive legal
system that
enhances the
stature of the
profession on
the diversity
and inclusion
index.

sultable for women. As time progressed, so did wom-
and loday women enter this profession of cholce.
However, there are still not enough women in the judiciary
and certainly not enough women in the superior judiciary. In
the process of administration of justice and writing judg-
ments, judges have an important role, as judicial decisions
have a wide and deep impact on sodial constructs, so-
cial order and systematic inequalities that prevall in
the system. This paradigm must change and our
judiciary must reflect the diversity of our soci-
ety, ensuring that the voices and perspectives
of women. Among the 230,879 lawyers reg-
istered in bar councils nationwide, a meager
17% are women. In a recent report released by
the Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan,
startling statistics shed light on the representa-
tion of women in the country’s judiciary. The re-
port stated that among the 3,142 individuals serving
as judges or law officers nationwide, a mere 18% are
wamen, as revealed by the Commission’s findings. This
figure, although reflective of progress, falls short of ad-
equately representing the diverse fabric of Paldstani
society. Delving deeper into the hierarchical echelons
of the judiciary, the report underscores a glaring dis-
parity in higher courts. Out of 126 judges presiding
over esteemed institutions such as the Supreme Court,
the Federal Sharia Court, and the five High Courts,
anly 7 are women. This stark representation, constitut-
ing a mere 5.5%, underscares the uphill battle towards
gender equity at the uppermost levels of legal adjudi-
cation. However, a glimmer of hope emerges within
the district courts, where a slightly more encouraging
scenario unfolds. Of the 3,016 Judicial officers serving across
the nations district courts, women constitute 19% of the to-
tal count. Women also lack any real representation in the bar
coundcils with only 2.2% members being women out of a total
af 205 members from the elght bar councils, including the
Pakistan Bar Council. The number of female advocates in
seriior level positions or as heads of law firms also remains
negligible. Women in Pakistan constitute 49% of the popula-
tion and yet their representation in decision-making, policy
and leadership roles Is inconsequential. In the context of the
justice sector and broader goals of gender equality, this means
that few women are able to advance in the profession to a
point where they areable to have both, a seat as well as a voice
at the table to make an impact. One of the most significant
implications of this glaring disparity in representation s that
womens lived experiences, pecullar circumstances and differ-
ing needs and approaches often do not get reflected in the en-
suing policies, judgments and operations of these institutions
which have the capacity to impact not just the women in law,
but also those litigants who approach the courts, especially
women and children. As a result, the missing gender lens
leads to the creation of an environment, laws and policies that
are likely not based on holistic, participatory, enabling and
inclusive measures and which perpetuate the existing dispar-
ities by reproducing the inequities in the system. While this
figure hints at progress, it remalns evident that further strides
are necessary to achieve substantive gender parity within this
segment of the judiciary. Beyond the bench, the legal profes-
slon itself reflects a similar pattern of gender imbalance. Al-
though the first appointment of women judges in Pakistan
dates back (o 1974, the significant appointment of ladyjudges
in the past decade has caused a jump in female representa-
tion in the judiciary to more than one
third in fami ly courts — a quist move
that sends a message of adherence to
the principle of gender equality as per
the international treaties to which
Paldstan is signatory.
The Global Gender Gap Report pub-
lished by the World Economic Fo-
rum yearly, has placed Pakisian at
the lowest ranks, especially for what
COMCENE EConMMmic empowerment.
Ac cording to the United Nations En-
tity for Gender Equality and the Em-
powerment of Women (UN Women)
report published in 2021 under the
title In Pursuit of Justice, South Asia

Histunuﬂ}'. the legal profession was not considered

is behind Middle Enst and North Africa for what concerns on whether or not their specific claims for a context appro-
women's representation in the judiciary. In addition, Pakistan priate professionalism will indeed strengthen their legitima-
does not have enough female representation at the supreme, cy within Pakistanl judiciary as to break the glass celling on
constitutional, and regional courts. The tension between judi- the longer term. It [s important to highlight that the process
clary and the executive which has informed the rise and fall of recruiting judges in the subordinate courts is significantly
of the Lawyers Movement, also transpiresin the protection of different than the nominations and appointments process of
women's rights in Pakistan: whilst the Federal Shariat Court, the higher courts, in that, at the subordinate level, it is based
which belongs to the judiciary, has substantially defended 50 on a competitive examination and recruitments are made in
far the appolntment of female judges. Women judges in Paki- accordance with Judicial Service Rules of the province.

stan express a keen wish for international acknowledgement The regulators and concermed bodies must recogmize the
that takescultural specificities into account. Perhaps, from the ground disparities and structural barriers that hinder women's
point of view of the lady fudges themselves, the most all-en- access and advancement in the justice sector to take a leading
compassing conclusion of this should be that the lady-judges role in introducing necessary reforms for a diverse and inclu-
of Pakistan are skillful and creative in combining culturally sive legal system that enhances the stature of the profession on
informed expectations with the needs of their profession. the diversity and inclusion index. When judges interpret and
The leading example of such creativity is gender segregation implement the law, their reasons and opinions are a reflection
reformulated as an indicator of accountability and a way for of their thought process, an insight into their perceptions.
{emale judges to be accepted even by the most conventional These perceptions in the very least must be representative of
strata of Pakistani society, Women judges' narratives devel- both men and women on the bench so as to ensure a fair and
op in Pakistan also around themes that are significant at the adequate response through judicial decisions. It is important
global level: experiential teaching and problem-solving learn- to note that including women in the judiciary is not simply
ing; childcare; sofiness as a controversial argument that has aboul ensuring that her perception is relevant to resolving
the polential to act as a plus and not as a minus; difficull ex- cases about women. It is much maore than thal. 1t s about in-
ecution of state-courts’ decisions in a situation of de facto le- legrating the gender perspective and giving equal visibility to
gal pluralism that exceed the state; and communication with women. Integration and visibility are important to help build
peers and seniors. The struggle becomes therefore for the so- the narrative which includes the gender perspective, Wom-
clal sclentist to adequately make sense of these socio-political en in the judiciary bring with them the gender perspective.
and economic dynamics without becoming an instrument A different approach, a different thinking process, a different
in their hands. As this has shown, context-informed analysis set of emphasis, All judges - male or female - decide cases as
will benefit from taking into account the making and re-mak- per the law in an effort to uphold the rule of lTaw. In doing sa,
ing of identity-processes that go beyond the narrow concept they may reach the same conclusion on a given set of facts,
of nation in order to highlight the local implications of the but for different reasons with different emphasis en the rel-
global development agenda. The international trend Is that evant facts, This is because they are influenced by their own
the representation of women In the legal profession is cru- life experiences, environment, and circumstances. This malkes
cial to a just decision-making process, and the lady judges of the gender perspective relevant because women judges bring
Pakistan are evidently filling the gap implied by quantitative a different set of experiences and influences which then shape
data. The challenge lies in whether this change will be mainly their thinking and is reflected in their reasoning in the judg-
a formal one or also one that leads to a consistent Inclusion of ments, Bringing different perspectives and diverse reasoning
women at all levels of the judiciary. As the inclusion of wom- on the bench creates greater public trust and confidence be-

en in the judiciary should be considered an achievement re-
gardless of the issue of whether a gender- balanced judiciary
is indeed more accountable and just. Obnoxious arguments
highlighting the obstacles (o women5 participation in social
life a justification for their exclusion, have received credit for
too long. This has also provided evidence of the facile ma-
nipulation of the global development agenda by both nation-
al and international actors: on one hand short- term gender
representation {or the sake of international image and on the

cause it is more reflective of the composition of society. It in-
tegrates varied social contexts and experiences that need to be
included, recognized and, most importantly, valued. Another
aspect of building on the gender perspective for inclusivity
and visibility is the use of a gender-neutral language, which
is a language that is particularly conscious of gendered words
and roles and of the depiction of women. The choice of words,
or a lack thereof, Is integral not just in everyday language, but

especially in Judgments as language can perpetuate a bias. For

other the international donors who appear to conveniently example, the constant use of the pronoun he can perpetuate
reformulate women's rights in order to avoid the cost relat- the belief around the dominant role of men. Implicit or un-
ed to childcare and security of employment. All this in the conscious gender bias is generally hidden in language and
backdrop of a social activism that. In spite of its goodwilland possibly, without any realization, is entrenched in the system
good cause, too often lacks the expertise for apprais ing the by relying on the same assumptions and presumptions, par-
complexity of social facts at the ground level Hence, the gaps tcularly those concerning women. However, while language
of information in the human rights reports, which this pa- can perpetuate these stereotypes, it can be equally impactful
per has filled by discussing the achievements as well as the in bringing about positive and much needed change, system-
fallures of female fudges’ appointments. Such a complex so- atic and timely. This is because language Impacts the thought
cial phenomenon also hints at for-profit strategles that intox-  process of people and can be the catalyst of change. Therefore,
lcate some of today’s international ald. Eventually, this shows gender-neutral language Is necessary for inclusiveness and for
that women judges in Pakistan share similar preoccupation increasing sensitivity. It is also needed because it can positive-
with the other women and men in the judiciary aroundthe ly reinforce a more inclusive and respectful narrative of wom-
waorld regarding better working conditions, training, and the en and change the imbalance. Ultimately, language is a tool for
combination of family and profession. Yet, the sustainathe communicating different perspectives, which makes way for a
combination of family and profession. Yet, the sustainabil- more balanced thinking and more inclusive reasoning. All this
ity of female representation in Pakistan might depend also is possible when women are well represented on the bench.
The challenge in this scemario is whether
this change will only be formal or whether it
will also lead to substantial and accountable
Justice, additionally dlucidate how the glob-
al developments impacts local expectations
and conceptualisations No of rights within
and beyond the state. Indeed, the Commis-
sion’s report serves as a darion call for stake-
holders at all levels to champion the cause
of gender equality within the judiciary. The
under-representation of women in the judi-
clary must be addressed, as Pakistan march-
es towards a future anchored in principles of
justice and equity, the Imperative lo harness
the full potential of women within the lagal
domain stands as an indomitable mandate,
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ccording to the World Jus-
tice Project Rule of Law
Index 2020-21, Pakistan’s
worst score in the world
and worldwide is 130 owt
of 139. Unfortunately. there are many
reasons for this performance but one of
the most important reasons s the Paki-
stani Justice System for this long-stand.
ing trend. Fifty-three thousand cases are
pending in the Supreme Court, about
300000 pending cases are in the five
high courts, and about 2.2 million cas-
es are pending in the subordinate courts
and judges in less than four provinces and
the state capital according to the Pakistan
Law and Justice Commission. Our jus-
tice system was not designed to make
things easy for regular people.
The complex , the behavioral
protocols and even the design of court-
houses themselves all seem as if they were
intentionally configured to put up barri-
ers between judges and biwyers and the
rest of us. The problem of access to justice
had already reached critical proportions
with low-income recetving inadequate or
no professional legal help for 96% of the
civil legal problems they faced Over the
last few years, technology has increasing.
ly been pitched as a solution to that prob-
lem. The widespread accesdbility of video
conferencing has made it so that people do
nol necessarily have 1o take time off work
to participate in a hearing or a trial, while
the growth of allernative dispute resolu-
tion tools, e-filing and digital evidence
platforms all have shown the potential to
transform the courtroom. The most im-
portant stakeholders in the justice system
are the citizens, and ensuring that they
have access 1o justice Is the most impor-

tant challenge that needs to be overcome.  Pro%ec

Inthe status quo, we see that accessing jus-
tice in the first place is the problem. Police
and other law-enforcement agencles are
seen as hostile, especially for the majority
of the underprivileged population. For-
women, accessing justice is all the more
challenging. Character shaming, incredu
lity, bribery are major challenges that cit-
izens face when dealing with the law.en.
forcement and justice system. Perhaps

technology can empower citizens to hold
the law-enforcement system accountable.

Technological transformation of the court system

The legal system in Pakdstan still heavily
relies on traditional methods of working

and the major one ks paperwork. It is of
utmost importance that the Court House

is made efficient, affordable, intelligent
and smart through technology. Techno-
logical and scientific developments are

generating huge opportunities for tack-
ling societal challenges. However, the

benefits of technology and innovation are
unequally distributed. and they tend to
caute economic and political disraptions
in our socleties that widen inequalities.

The introduction of e-courts by the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan where cases can
be heard via video link is a welcome ad-
dition to the current setup where com.-
plainants and witnesses have 1o bear the
cost of travel and stay for hearings, some.
thing that otherwise “

up of independent forensic laboratories
for investigation of data is also very im-
portant, as the current high volume dealt
by & just a handful of forensic labs causes
unnecessary delays in the dispensation of
Justice. As technology outside the justice
system continues to advance rapidly in
wie and availability, the need for change
within the system Is becoming unavoid.
able.

However, it took a pandemic for such
tec to become commonplace.
In the moaths following the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic, as courtrooms
around the word shut their doors and
already high case backlogs started grow-
ing even more rapldly, some

court systems that had been experiment-
ing with technology prior to the pandem-
Ic saw an opportunity to solve a problem
and modemnize their
courtrooms.  Along
the way, they have

tem. Similar arrange The “"ﬂﬂﬂﬂt of made significant pro-
menls for recording tﬂchﬂu'ﬂﬂlﬂll gress o access 1o jus-
e I A = s
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that the limitations of "!'“t and smart and since, court iy
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by e supreme Court @EMEFating huge 5108 T
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computed facts may be a bit of a stretch  velop technologies that are purpose-bull  civil

Mobile phone applications that connect
lawyers with citizens in search of a law.
yer were unvelled However, it is impor-
tant to consider how those who cannot
read or write and spend money on law-
yers can be connected to pro bono law-
yers without being taken advantage of
This is what innovators should be spend-
ing most of their time thinking about.
Another major lssue that citizens in this
country face is the inefficiency of state
utors and the court system. Using
technology for the attendance record of
public prosecutors will go a long way, as
the absence of state prosecutors In cases
that are cognisable and non.compounda.
ble which requires the state to be a party
causes delays. Digitisation of investiga-
tion files and court records is another im.
portant area in which the justice system
can be made efficient through the use of
technology. No citizen should have to en-
dure so many struggles, especially if they
are the aggrieved party. Further, setting

for legal workflows; resilient enough to
respond to endless combinations of ase
cases; and user-friendly enough for judg-
3, cerks attormeys and individuals 1o
manage eflectively.

To foster a technological convergence
among countries, and 1o aspire o a smart

world soclety, the G-20 should have a
central role connecting the 2030 SDG
goals which indude Innovation, technol.
ogy. justice and equality. More specifi.
cally, the policies 1o apply in developing
countries must pursue alms such as the
open diffusion of knowledge, improving

digitaleducation, producing Innovations
for local consumption, the reduction of

their energy deficits, and the technologica

of women. Implementing
such policies in a context of international
cooperation would make public-private
partnerships a key instrument for fund-
ing infrastructures, joint ventures, incu-
bators, start-ups and any other of entity
with a significant capacity for technology

transfer. Major changes and challenges
like sutomation, digitalization, 3D peint
ing, Artificial Intelligence, retail through
the web, etc. are currently underway and,
in the years ahead, more change will come
from technological and scientific devel-
opments. There Is a dialectic relationship
between technology and society: technol-
ogy is both part of the solution to societal
challenges and part of the problem, and
this deepens social inequalities. The con-
cept of technological justice can reconcile

these two faces, connecting technology.
a critical factor in human development,

with our aspirations for soclal justice and
greater equality between economies.

We propose to develop the concept of
technological justice, along with relevant
policies. The concept of technological jus-
tice requires a rethinking of how-both in
the developing and the developed world-
o encourage and nurture technological
innovation that has social value and is en-
vironmentally sustainable. There s a need
for a renewed focus on reform of nation-
al and international innovation systems
and R&D policies, in an attempt to create
a new consensus on how public-private
partnerships can contribute to a more
open and sustainable use of technology.
More open source acces for technologles
should be . It is essential to assure
an open diffusion of knowledge, innova-
tons and technologies in the design of
development policies. Development poli-
cies should support redistributive systems

should be promoled to enable innovation

and the use of new lechnologies. Improve
the education of the lefi-behind coun-

tries t global schemes. Technolog-
ical justice should be linked 1o the SDG
Agenda. As a result, the timeframe for
proposals should coincide with the 2030

horizon.
Mchnlhthﬂcmmnﬂrmd
soclety have come together with

a shared vision for a Digital Legal Pa-

kistan. ‘They sy that justice delayed is
justice denied, hopefully, with the inter-

of legal-tech, we will be able to
change that. It Is important that the laws

unnecessary barriers to justice for fr oo
long. We are talking about the independ-
ence of the judiciary and the strength-
ening of the administration of justice in
order 1o provide justice and freedom for
citizens. Only an effective and efficient
justice system can ensure the enjoyment
of basic rights by the average person.



8

PoiceofPorld

Opmion/=

January 2024

Israel-GazaWar: will the Red Seacrisis lead to WW3?

Kashif Mirza

scalating Israel’s attacks on Gaza are stok-
ing fears that the Gaza conflict could en-
gulf the Middle East into Third World
War (WW3). As the number of Palestin-
ians killed in Gaza by Israeli operations since
October 7 now stands at more than 22,000
included 10,000 plus children, the strip’s
Hamas-run health ministry has said.

It added that 56,697 Palestinians have
injured during the same period. The
World Health Organization (WHO)
says only 13 out of Gazas 36 hospitals
are partially functioning. The nine hospi-
tals in the south are operating at three times
their capacity, while facing critical shortages
of basic supplies and fuel for generators. UN
agencies say 40% of Gazans - 576,600 people
- have exhausted their food supplies and cop-
ing capacities and face catastrophic hunger

The writer is an  and starvation. According to Unrwa, the UN
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agency for Palestinian refugees, 1.9 million
Gazan residents - about 85% of the population
- have been displaced, and 1.4 million of them
are sheltering in its facilities. Every day is a

Pakistan Private struggle for survival. Whereas, The U.5. task
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Europe and the Western world, under Oper-
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The Gaza-Gen-
ocide is not
about the
claims of Isra-
el protecting
itself, but, this
is all about oil.
Indeed, IDF’s
Gaza war is
to get illegal
possession
and control
on Palestinian
gas, focused
on the 1.4 tril-
lion cubic feet
of natural gas
discovered in
2000 off the
Gaza coast,
valued at $524
billion to avert
Israeli energy
Crisis

initiative, is not clear if the task force will low-
er the intensity of the battling. US led coalition warned
Houthis of consequences after Red Sea attacks. The
Houthis have argued that their attacks on ship linked
to Israel are an act of solidarity with the Palestinians
in Gaza. The ULS. task force, seeks to deter the Houthi
threat by patrolling the Red Sea and defending mer-
chant ships. While most countries have contributed
only sailors, with just the UK and US sending ships,
the aim is to make it harder for the Houthis to claim
the attacks are focused solely on Israel and the US. No-
tably, Bahrain is the only Arab country to have joined
publicly, with most seeing the economic impact as
outweighed by the dangers of being seen as defending
Israel. There have been at least 27 attacks on vessels the
Houithis believe are linked to Israel or its allies, mostly
with success. The US military killed 10 Houthi fight-
ers and sank three of the Yemeni armed group’s vessels
after a clash in the Red Sea. This the Red Sea clash was
the first major direct military engagement between the
US military and Houthi fighters. Britain warned it will
not hesitate in taking direct action against Houthis to
prevent further attacks on shipping in the stretch. The
Houithis are determined in a bid to pressure Israel to
stop its devastating war and siege on the Gaza Strip
that has killed almost 22,000 Palestinians included
10,000 plus children with 2.1 million people have been
displaced. In the meantime, Irans Alborz warship has
entered the Red Sea, with the reports coming just
hours after the US said it had sunk three ships, kill-
ing 10 Houthi fighters. Which made a serious threat
of escalation because the US killed Houthi fighters,
not only sank Houthi boats. Such confrontations are
sparking fears of a regional escalation towards WwW3.

A wider Middle East war drawing in the US and Iran.
Indeed, the Gaza-Genocide is not about the claims
of Israel protecting itself, but, this is all about oil. In-
deed, IDF's Gaza war is to get illegal possession and
control on Palestinian gas, focused on the 1.4 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas discovered in 2000 off
the Gaza coast, valued at $524 billion to avert Is-
raeli energy crisis. The notorious overwhelming Is-
raeli propaganda machinery has tried very hard
to sell its official line but in vain. Israels biggest fail

ure was the attempt to make the world believe theclaim
that “Israel is committed to minimisingcivilian harm
and abiding by international law”. After unsuccessful at-
tacks and heavy Israeli's military and eco nomic damage
and loss, now Israel has moved to withdraw and reduce
its military presence in Gaza, bending to pressure after
nearly three months of war. According to the Middle
East Monitorings report that Hamas killed about 2,100
Israeli soldiers and the number of war wounded Israeli
soldiers is likely to reach approximately 20,000. Where-
as, as per the head of the [sraeli Defence Ministry’s Re-
habilitation Department, 58 per cent of soldiers have
sustained injuries to their limbs, including amputation.
Israelis do not see the tangible results of their sons; hus-
bands’ and brothers’ deaths. The attitude towards losses
is probably best demonstrated by the fact that the Gola-
ni Brigade, one of the army’s oldest and most decorated
units, was pulled from fighting after 172 of its soldiers
died in combat. Israeli forces who claimed their over-
whelming military and moral superiority, proved tolack
either the capabilities or the willingness to decisively de-
stroy the Hamas tunnel network. Some economists com-
pare the war-shock to the [sraeli economy to the corona
virus pandemic in 2020, other say it might be worse.
Gross domestic product will fall — from forecasts of 3
percent growth in 2023 to 1 percent in 2024, according
to the Bank of Israel. Now, Policymakers and opinion
leaders are now asking to Israel government how will
the cost of the failure of war influence? Its estimated by
economists that the war has cost the government about
$20 billion billion — or $240 million a day. A war that
lasts five to 10 more months could cost Israel as much
as $50 billion, according to the financial newspaper
Calcalist. That would equal 10 percent of the country’s
GDP. Same during the long wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, US. leaders familiarized Americans with the con-
cept of blood and treasure. But after events of the past
few days, that risk appears to be becoming more serious.
The centre of the danger isin the Red Sea, where Houthi
forces based in Yemen have been attacking freighters
with real or perceived links to Israel. The Houthis are a
militia group that once ruled Yemen but was marginal-
ised, since the 1962-70 civil war. They torced the govern-
ment out ina 2014 coup, prompting a Saudi-led military
intervention against them and a catastrophic civil war
that the UN estimated to 377,000 deaths and displaced
4 million people by the end of 2021. The Houthis effec-
tively won the war. An April 2022 ceasefire prompted a
significant decline in violence, and fighting has largely
remained in abeyance despite the official expiry of the
truce in October. Most Yemenis now live in areas under
the control, of Houthis now running most of the north
of the country and in charge of its Red Sea coastline.
The Houthis from Yemen have been targeting ships
since November to show their support for Hamas. In re-
sponse, many major shipping companies have stopped
sending their ship through the Suez Canal. The canal is
a crucial trade route between the Red Sea and the Med-
iterranean, handling about 12% of world trade, but an
increasing number of ships now takes the longer and
maore costly route around Africas Cape of Good Hope.
Seven of the worlds 10 biggest shipping companies,
including BP and the German company Hapag-Lloyd,
have suspended use of the Suez Canal and the Red Sea
as a result of the crisis. Together with German ship-
ping company Hapag-Lloyd, Maersk operates almost a
quarter of the world’s shipping fleet. While others have
resumed service after the US organised a naval coali-
tion to protect the area, many container ships are still
using alternative routes, with many vessels travelling
from Asia to Europe around southern Africa instead -
a journey that can take up to two weeks longer. Data

released by Flexport, a global logistics company, found
that half of container ships were avoiding the region,

representing about 18% of global container capacity. That
is driving up costs — with a surcharge of about $5,000
(£3,927) per 40ft container likely to push rates to triple
what they were before the crisis began. This new route is
longer and costlier. While these attacks have had a fair-
ly limited impact on the oil market so far, but that prices
coiild rise if the situation continues.

The US has offered protection to shipping travelling
through the region, assembling a multinational naval co-
alition to uphold the foundational principle of freedom of
navigation. Now, as Tehran rejects calls from Washington
and London to end its support for the Houthis, an Irani-
an destroyer has sailed into the Red Sea. Meanwhile, the
UK and US, potentially with another European country,
are considering a warning about strikes on military instal-
lations in Yemen. There have been at least 27 attacks on
vessels the Houthis believe are linked to [srael or its allies,
mostly without success. The safety of shipping in the Red
Sea is important to the US and western economy because
it is an important trade route linking Asia to Europe and
the US. Thirty per cent of global container traffic passes
through the region, and any significant threat to its safety
could have knock-on consequences for oil prices and the
availability in the west of items produced in Asia. Israel
is also heavily dependent on Red Sea traffic, with the vast
majority of imports and exports travelling by sea. Many
Yemenis see the operations as a legitimate means of exert-
ing pressure on Israel and its allies in defence of Palestinian
civilians, and the Houthis’ intervention has helped shore
up their domestic support. The The Houthis militia also
believe attacks in the Red Sea can make them a more sig-
nificant global player. Meanwhile, the Saudis are attempt-
ing to normalise relations with Iran, and finalise a peace
deal that could recognise Houthi control of the north of
Yemen - and are anxious about any response from the
US that could complicate its effort to withdraw from the
country. The US has meanwhile been constrained by Sau-
di Arabid’s concerns about the impact of a big attack on
the Houthis on its attempts to finalise a peace deal in Yem-
en. And there are fears in Washington that any escalation
could bolster Iranian influence in the region. Resultant,
the Middle East has been slipping towards the precipice of
another world war. If the threat in the Red Sea continues,
shipping companies already avoiding the area are likely
to continue to do so, with more following their example.
Global oil prices have not yet been affected significantly by
the crisis, and because of a belief that the route was reo-
pening. Any sense that the threat is growing again with no
effective exit strategy in place could prompt that change.
The Houthis have shown no sign of being deterred, saying
that unless humanitarian aid is allowed into Gaza and Is-
rael stops its attacks, they will not stop harassing shipping
even if America succeeds in mobilising the entire world.
The safety of shipping in the Red Sea is important to the
Europe and the US economy because it is a major trade
route linking Asia to Europe and the US. Thirty per cent of
global container traffic passes through the region, and any
significant threat to its safety could have knock-on con-
sequences for oil prices and the availability in the west of
items produced in Asia. Israel itself is also heavily depend-
ent on Red Sea traffic, with the vast majority of imports
and exports travelling by sea. The Houthis are effectively
winning the war, and many Yemenis see the operations as
a legitimate means of exerting pressure on Israel and its
allies in defence of Palestinian civilians. The tensions in
the Red Sea are already exacting a human and economic
cost. If the U.S. attacks do not change that calculus, the
U.S. may finally decide to attack targets in Yemen, height-
ening tensions with Iran, and creating a risk of the wid-
er confrontation. The Red Sea is a vital thoroughfare for
shipborne cargo and energy exports. Worsening violence
in the strategic waterway that links Europe and Asia could
have far-reaching repercussions. The tensions in the Red
Sea are already exacting a human and economic cost.
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Israel's War: Year of Palestinians’s Genocide and Humanitarian Crisis!

Palestinians have been killed by the Israeli army, in-
cluding around 41,870 recorded by the Gaza Ministry

of Health, the majority being women and children. The In-
ternational Court of Justice (IC]) said Israel Must Prevent
Genocidal Acts in Gaza. The Court’s jurisdiction on Article
36, paragraph 1, of the Statute of the Court and on Article IX
of the Genocide Convention allow as provisional measures,
pursuant to Article 41 of the Statute of the Court and Articles
73, 74 and 75 of the Rules of Court, the Court must take pro-
visional measures in order to protect against further, severe
and irreparable harm to the rights of the Palestinian people
under the Genocide Convention and to ensure [s-
rael’s compliance with its obligations. In the
midst of unrelenting carnage, the Gaza war

has expanded its reach, ensnaring addi-
tional facets of the region. For twelve
consecutive months, the beleaguered
enclave has borne witness to scenes of
unmitigated horror, as Israel’s campaign
of war against civilians persists with un-
yielding ferocity. In the past year in the
Gaza Strip, Israel has bombed more than
90,000 targets on civilians, as a result Israel
died own soldiers numbered were 5679 with In-

Sjnce the start of the genocide in Gaza, more than 50,000

KaSh if M irza jured troops of Israel numbered 14,576. The prec-
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The Pales-
tinian have
the right to
rebuild their
lives in a safe
place and
with digni-
ty. Anything
else, that is
to say con-
tinuing to
prioritise in-
terests over
rights, is un-
acceptable,
essentially
because re-
nouncing
our common
humanity
can only be
synonymous
with barba-
rism.

ipice towards which events in the Middle East are
hurtling with alarming velocity inspires a sense
of terror. The initial year of conflict in Gaza has
wrought the forced displacement of a staggering
95% of the populace. The singular nature of this
displacement is trifurcated: the objective of the
war is expulsion; the purpose of this expulsion is
expansion into the territory; and the expulsion is
intended to be permanent, precluding any possi-
bility of return. These three aspects have consti-
tuted a constant in the history of the Palestinian
people since the creation of the state of Israel in
1548, The calamitous failure of international law, both in the
humanitarian sphere and regarding asylum, is exemplified
by Gaza. The relentless pace of expanding war, destruction,
and death is both mind-bending and soul-crushing for amy-
one with a connection to the region or who cares about the
wellbeing of its people. Meanwhile, a wider war that has in-
creasingly ensnared Iran and Israel in direct war threatens to
engulf the remainder of the Middle East. Targeting Hezbollah
and Lebanon could precipitate a wider and more perilous war,
as Hamas and Hezbollah vow to continue their fight. Amidst
this maelstrom, the fact that Israel has waged total war against
the entirety of the Gaza Strip and its population for one year
now risks being overshadowed. On October 1, Israel initiated
a ground offensive in southern Lebanon, a move redolent of a
similar 1982 invasion of the country’s south by Israeli forces,
which led to an 18-year occupation and a month-long war
fought against Hezbollah in 2006. Less than 24 hours later,
Iran launched a massive ballistic missiles attack on Israel.

he protracted war in Gaza has resulted in a substantial

humanitarian crisis, with a reported 41,870 Palestin-
ian fatalities in the past year, including ap-
proximately 16,000 children. In March, the
United Nations reported that Israel had
caused more child casualties in Gaza in re-
cent months than in the preceding four
years of global conflicts combined. Despite
international condemnation for its actions,
Israel has expanded its military operations,
targeting Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen. Fur-
thermore, around 100,000 individuals have
been wounded, and over 10,000 are pre-
sumed dead beneath the rubble, according
to health authorities in the endlave. The war
has led to the forced displacement of ap-
proximately 1.9 million people, accounting
for 50% of the population, with many expe-
riencing multiple displacements. Addition-
ally, nearly half a million individuals face
catastrophic food insecurity, exacerbating
the crisis. Israel’s invasion of Rafah on May
6, 2023, despite international opposition,
has resulted in the prolonged bombardment
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of the southern Gaza city, which previously served as a refuge
for approximately 1.4 million Palestinians fleeing Israeli air-
strikes. [sraeli warplanes targeted displaced people’s tents and
a water distillation unit in an area that a Gaza civil defence
spokesperson said Israel had designated a “safe zone® The
healthcare systemin Gaza has been severely impacted, with
most hospitals no longer operational. The attack was one of
many massacres Is ragl committed in Gaza in the last year.
Others were: Killing more than 100 people at the al-Tabin
School in Gaza City on August 10; Killing 274 Palestinians
at the Nuseirat refugee camp on June §; Killing 45 people on
May 27 in a refugee camp in the al-Mawasi area of Rafah, an
attack known as the “Tent Massacre™; Killing 400 people in its
March 18 to April 1 siege on al-Shifa Medical Complex; and
Killing 118 people standing in line waiting for humanitarian
aid at Gaza City’s Nabulsi Roundabout on February 29 in the
“Flour Massacre”, The International Court of Justice (IC]) is-
sued an order for Israel to immediately halt its military assault
on Rafah in May 2023, but this directive was not complied
with, resulting in the deaths of at least 90 Palestinians and
injuries to hundreds in attacks on al-Mawasi, west of Khan
Younis. The extent of the devastation has prompted warnings
from the UN and other monitoring groups, emphasizing that
Israel’s actions are rendering Gaza uninhabitable. Recent data
from the UN. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, the World Health Organization, and Palestinian of-
ficials in Gaza indicate that the attacks have resulted in the
destruction or damage of over half of Gazas homes, 80% of
its commercial facilities, and 85% of the territory’s schools.
The scarcity of food, drinking water, and temporary shelter
materials has led to a reliance on international relief organ-
izations for support. The humanitarian situation is further
compoinded by the fact that people in Gaza are limited to
one meal every other day, with an estimated 50,000 children
between the ages of 6 months and 5 years requiring urgent
treatment for malnutrition. The United Nations reports that
approximately 1 million Lebanese have fled their homes amid
the Israeli airstrikes, while Israeli authorities indicate that
around 63,000 Israelis remain displaced from the border area
with Lebanon due to Hezbollah rocket fire, The Lancet has
reported that deaths related to the conflict, including those
due to malnutrition or lack of medical attention, are estimat-
ed to have reached 186,000 in June 2024. These figures sug-
gest that 85% of Gazd's population have been forced to flee
their homes, with 8% of the population, primarily women
and children, believed to have perished during the offensive.
The military campaign in Gaza has resulted in a higher daily
death rate than any other 21st-century armed war, prompting
the International Court of Justice to conclude that genocide
charges against [srael cannot be population in Gaza, the actu-
al number is presumed to be significantly higher. Thousands
of individuals remain buried under the rubble of destroyed
buildings or are unaccounted for, and numerous others are
likely to succumb to the ongoing bombing and the dire con-
ditions created by Israels military campaign. Since October
B, 2023, Hezbolla publicly declared its support for the Gaza
population and announced its entry into the conflict, stating
that its involvement would cease upon the declaration of a
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ceasefire. This resulted in the displacement of tens of thou-
sands of individuals on both sides of the border, exacerbat-
ing the humanitarian crisis in the region. In a related devel-
opment, the Houthis, allies of Hamas who control parts of
Yemen, including the capital Sanaa, initiated their first at-
tack in the Red Sea on November 19, 2023. They have since
launched approximately 130 attacks Lebanon on vessels al-
legedly linked to Israel in a critical trade route. In response
to these attacks, United States and British warplanes com-
menced bombing Yemen on January 12, 2024, resulting in
the deaths of five fighters. However, these attacks failed to
halt the Houthis’ military activities against vessels in the Red
Sea. The Houthis’ vowed that their attacks are in support of
the people of Gaza has garnered significant in Yemen, lead-
ing to the recruitment and training of approximately 200,000
new fighters since October 2023. The conflict expanded to
Lebanon on September 17, 2024, when thousands of pagers
and walkie-talkie radios exploded, marking a significant es-
calation of the war. On September 23, 2023, Israel launched a
direct attack on Lebanon, targeting the southern region, the
Bekaa Valley in the east, and the southern suburb of Dahiyeh
in Beirut, resulting in at least 550 casualties. Subsequently, on
September 27, 2023, Hassan Nasrallah, the Secretary-Gener-
al of Hezbollah, was assassinated in a substantial attack on
Dahiyeh that demolished several apartment buildings. The
attack involved approximately 80 bombs, claiming the lives
of at least six individuals and injuring 90 others. Following
Nasrallals assassination, Israel promptly issued directives for
the evacuation of extensive areas in Dahiyeh. According to
Lebanon’s Health Ministry, the conflict has resulted in over
2,000 fatalities in Lebanon since its inception. Notably, Israel's
military operations in Gaza have claimed the lives of a greater
nimber of women and children than in any other conflict in
the past two decades.

he expulsion-expansion pairing has been a constant in

the history of the Palestinian people since the creation of
the state of Israel in 1948. Then, the Nakba led to the death
of 15,000 people and the forced displacement of 800,000.
In 1967, with the Israeli occupation of Gaza and the West
Bank, a further 300,000 Palestinians were forced to flee their
homes. The expulsions have not stopped since. In the West
Bank, they have been achieved through land seizures, the
demolition of homes, the expansion of illegal settlements,
and as a result of severe restrictions on movement within the
territory. October Tth has only accelerated these processes,
with a surge in attacks and murders perpetrated by settlers
and punitive incursions on the part of the Israeli army. The
history of the Palestinian people since 1948 shows that more
expulsions of Palestinians spell further Israeli expansion.
Given the circumstances, one might ask what the role of the
United Nations has been as guarantor of the observance of
international law and the protection of civilians. The conven-
tion on refugees Article 33, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights Article 6 and 7 and the Convention
Against Torture Article 3 all oblige states not to turn people
away at their borders if returning them could pose a risk to
their lives. Given the circumstances of extreme emergency in
Gaza, there is no doubt that rejection at the border with Egypt
could well present such a case. If so, Egypt, as
a signatory to the refugee convention, and by
extension UNHCR, would be responsible. Yet
neither Egypt nor UNHCR, which has barely
commented on the issue of Palestinian refu-
gees in Gaza, appears willing to acknowledge
that responsibility. As they are expelled by the
Israel and shunned by neighbouring states, the
Palestinian refugee issue has become a key el-
ement of international relations. It is what we
might define as the geopoliticisation of migra-
tion. We must return to international law and
reconcile what is politically possible with what
is acceptable and fair, or in other words, po-
litical equilibriums with legal principles. Like
any forcibly displaced person, the Palestinian
people have the right to rebuild their livesina
safe place and with dignity. Anything else, that
is to say continuing to prioritise interests over
rights, is unacceptable, essentially because re-
nouncing our common humanity can only be
synonymods with barbarism.
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region that has endured decades of suffering and resilience
in the face of Indian brutalities. Since 1947, Kashmir has
been subjected to military occupation, human rights violations,
and unspeakable atrocities. 5 Years of Military Siege in Indian 0-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir ([IO]K) have completed.
The abrogation of Article 370 by the Indian government on Au-
gust 5, 2019, marked a new chapter in the Kashmir conflict. Ar-
ticle 370 granted special autonomy to the region, allowing it to
have its own constitution and limited independence over matters
except for foreign affairs, defence, finance, and communications.
The revocation of this special status was met with widespread pro-
tests in Kashmir and condemnation from Pakistan. The Kashmir
conflict, rooted in the violent partition of the Indian subconti-
nent in 1947, has been one of the most enduring and
bloody conflicts in modern history. The region of
Jammu and Kashmir, nestled between India and
Paldstan, has witnessed over seven decades of
political strife, military confrontations, and,
most tragically, the relentless suffering of its
people. Each year, Kashmir Siege Day is ob-
served to remind the world of the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in the region—a crisis
marked by widespread human rights abuses,
including mass killings, disappearances, torture,
and sexual violence. Since 1947, the Kashmir con-
flict has claimed the lives of tens of thousands of peo-
ple. According to various human rights organizations
and local sources, more than 427,000 people have been
killed in the conflict, with the majority of the casual-
ties being civilians. The physical scars of the Kashmir
conflict are visible in the thousands of people who have
been injured or maimed over the years. According to
local estimates, over 916,000 people have been injured
in the conflict since 1947, many of them permanently
disabled. The report also mentioned the destruction of
210,367 civilian properties including houses and struc-
tures and the gang-rape/molestation of 21,219 women
by the troops during the period to expose the reality
of the Indian Army’ Sadbhavana-like operations. The
conflict has seen various phases of violence, including three full-
scale wars between India and Pakistan (1947-48, 1965, and 1971),
numerous skirmishes, and a full-blown insurgency that began in
the late 1980s. Unending hostility between India and Pakistan
over the Kashmir dispute has been witnessed by the entire inter-
national commumity for the last seven decades. Kashmir is the
most violent and volatile conflict zone between two nuclear rivals
- India & Pakistan in South Asia. The conflict becomes more frag-
ile when the stakeholders are nuclear-armed because it certainly
risks regional and international peace. The continuing curfew in
Indian-held Kashmir in the backdrop of revoking Article 370 and
35(A) on 5th August 2019, heavy military presence, media black-
out, kidnapping of young boys, brutal patterns of violence and
suppression of masses’ voices have ignited a wave of protest and
condemnation from the global community, which is emphasizing
on a peaceful and sustainable resolution of long-standing Kashmir
conflict. Since 5th August 2019, the abrogation of Articles 370 and
35(A) has given the Kashmir conflict a different dimension. It has
not only changed the autonomous status of Jammu and Kashmir
{J&K) but also compromised the safeguarding of the demograph-
ic status of J&K as a Muslim-majority state in India. Since 1947,
India and Pakistan have been locked into continuous adverse re-
lations due to the conflict in Kashmir and do not find a common
ground to bring peace to the region. Therefore, peace is an urgent
need to address and redress the grievances of Kashmiris. In the
decades that followed, the death toll continued to rise. The insur-
gency led to a heavy militarization of the region, with Kashmir
becoming one of the most militarized zones in the world. Reports
from human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch, have docu-
mented numerous instances of extraju-
dicial killings, enforced disappearances,
and summary executions by Indian se-
curity forces. The Indian government,
while acknowledging some incidents
of human rights abuses, has largely de-
fended its actions as necessary to com-
bat terrorism and maintain law and or-
der in the region. The use of pellet guns
by Indian security forces, particularly
in response to protests, has drawn in-
ternational condemnation. These weap-
ons, intended to be non-lethal, have
caused horrific injuries, with hundreds
of people, including children, losing
their eyesight or suffering severe facial
injuries. The psychological trauma in-
flicted on the people of Kashmir is im

ﬁ ugust 5th marks a sombre day in the history of Kashmir, a

Killings from 1947

measiirable, The constant presence of security forces, the frequent
imposition of curfews, and the pervasive atmosphere of fear and
uncertainty have left deep mental scars on the population. Cases
of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and anxiety
are widespread, particularly among children who have grown up
in the conflict zone. Sexual violence has been one of the most har-
rowing aspects of the Kashmir conflict. The use of rape as a weap-
on of war has been documented in several instances, with women
and girls being subjected to brutal acts of viclence by both state
and non-state actors. One of the most infamous cases is the Kunan
Poshpora incident of 1991, where soldiers from the Indian Army
allegedly raped between 23 and 100 women in the twin villages of
Kunan and Poshpora. Despite the outcry and the subsequent legal
battles, justice has remained elusive for the victims, with the case
still languishing in the courts decades later.

In the immediate aftermath of the abrogation, the Indian govern-
ment imposed a strict lockdown in the region, cutting off all com-
mimication channels, including internet and mobile phone servic-
es. Thousands of additional troops were deployed to enforce the
lockdown, leading to what has been described as the most severe
siege in Kashmir’ recent history. The lockdown had a devastating
impact on the daily lives of Kashmiris. The communication black-
out left the population isolated from the rest of the world, unable
to comtact family members or access essential services. The heavy
military presence and the imposition of curfews severely restricted
movement, making it difficult for people to access medical care,
education, and even basic necessities like food and water. The lock-
down also had a significant economic impact on the region, with
businesses forced to close and tourism, a major source of income
for many Kashmiris, coming toa standstill. The education of thou-
sands of children was disrupted, with schools and colleges remain-
ing closed for months, Despite the harsh measures, the Kashmiri
people continued to resist, using whatever means were available to
them. Protests erupted across the region, with people taking to the
streets to express their anger and frustration. The Indian govern-
ment’s response was predictably harsh, with security forces using
tear gas, pellet guns, and live ammunition to disperse the crowds.
Reports of arbitrary arrests, beatings, and torture of protesters, in-
cluding minors, further inflamed tensions. The resilience of the
Kashmiri people in the face of decades of oppression is nothing
short of remarkable. Despite the overwhelming odds, they have
continued to resist the occupation and assert their right to self-de-
termination. This resistance has taken many forms, from armed
struggle to peaceful protests, from political activism to art and lit-
erature, The freedom of Kashmir that began in the late 19805 was
driven by a sense of betrayal and disillusionment with the Indian
state, which had promised autonomy and self-determination but
failed to deliver. Many of them young men, took up arms against
the Indian state, driven by a desire for independence or, in some
cases, accession to Pakistan. The Indian government’ response
was brutal, with widespread human rights abuses committed by
security forces in the name of counterinsurgency. In recent years,
however, there has been a shift towards non-violent resistance.
Civil society in Kashmir has played a crucial role in documenting
human rights abuses, providing support to the victims, and keep-
ing the struggle for justice alive. Human rights activists, journal-
ists, and lawyers have worked tirelessly, often at great personal risk,
to expose the reality of life in Kashmir and advocate for the rights
of its people. Art and literature have also become powerful tools
of resistance. Kashmiri poets, writers, and artists have used their
work to express the pain, suffering, and resilience of their people.
Their work serves not only as a form of resistance but also as a
means of preserving the cultural heritage of Kashmir, which is un-
der threat from the ongoing conflict. The international response to
the Kashmir conflict has been a mix of condemnation, silence, and
complicity. While some countries and international organizations
have spoken out against the human rightsabuses in Kashmir, many
others have remained silent, either out of political expediency or
fear of damaging relations with India, a rising global power. The
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United Nations has passed several resolutions on Kashmir, calling
for a plebiscite to determine the region’s future and urging respect
for human rights. However, these resolutions have been largely ig-
noted, and the UN has been criticized for its failure to take concrete
action to resolve the conflict. Human rights organizations, such as
Ammnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the International
Commission of Jurists, have docimented numerods cases of human
rights violations in Kashmir, calling for accountability and justice for
the victims. These organizations have also highlighted the culture of
impunity that exists in the region, with security forces rarely held ac-
countable for their actions. However, despite these efforts, there has
been little progress in addressing the human rights situation in Kash-
mir. The Indian government has dismissed many of these reports as
biased and politically motivated and has continued to deny access to
international observers and journalists, The role of the United States,
the European Union, and other major powers has been particularly
disappointing. While these countries have expressed concern over
the situation in Kashmir, they have largely refrained from taking any
meaningful action, preferring to maintain their strategic and eco-
nomic ties with India. This has led to accusations of double standards,
with critics pointing out that these same countries have been quick to
condemn hiuman rights abuses in other parts of the world.

Despite these unimaginable hardships, the people of Kashmir remain
steadfast in their pursuit of freedom and self-determination. Their
resilience is a testament to the human spirif’s capacity for courage and
hope. As we reflect on Kashmir Siege Day, we honour the memories
of those who have suffered and continue to suffer. We also recom-
mit ourselves to supporting the Kashmiri people’ struggle for justice
and human rights. The state of Jammu and Kashmir is an unresolved
agenda of Britain and a disputed territory between India and Paki-
stan. Both parties acknowledged the disputed status of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir in the UN Security Council resolutions of Au-
gust 13, 1548, and on January 5, 1949, both the two countries were
considered a party. UN resclutions remain operative and cannot be
unilaterally disregarded by either party. As agreed in the UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions peaceful and bilateral negotiations would
be made between India and Pakistan over the future status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. It, therefore, entails a fair, free and international-
ly supervised plebiscite that should be aimed at securing the right
of self-determination for the people of Kashmir. The current status
shows both positions on Kashmir, as, Pakistan is, in favour of the
UN plebiscite as per the wishes of the Kashmiri people. The future
of Kashmir remains uncertain. The conflict shows no signs of resolu-
tion, with both India and Pakistan refusing to compromise on their
respective positions. The people of Kashmir, caught in the middle of
this geopaolitical strugple, continue to suffer, with no end in sight to
their ordeal. However, despite the bleak situation, there is still hope.
The resilience and determination of the Kashmiri people, coupled
with growing international awareness of their plight, offer a glim-
mer of hope for the future. The increasing global focus on human
rights and justice, particularly in the wake of movements like Black
Lives Matter and the global response to the Rohingya crisis, suggests
that the world may finally be waking up to the suffering of the Kash-
miri people. For any meaningful progress to be made, however, it is
crucial that the international community takes a more active role in
resolving the conflict. This includes not only holding India account-
able for its human rights abuses but also addressing the underlying
political issues that have fueled the conflict for decades. The people
of Kashmir must be given the opportunity to determine their own
future, free from external interference and coerdon. As we reflect on
Kashmir Siege Day, we are reminded of the immense suffering and
resilience of the Kashmiri people. For over seven decades, they have
endured unimaginable hardships, from mass killings and sexual vio-
lence to enforced disappearances and economic deprivation. Yet, de-
gpite these challenges, they have continued to resist, to fight for their
rights, and to demand justice. The international commumity must not
turn a blind eye to the plight of the Kashmiri people. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to stand with them in their strugple for freedom
and dignity. Only by acknowledging the truth, holding the perpetra-
tors of human rights abuses accountable, and work-
| ing towards a just and peaceful resolution of the con-
flict can we hope to bring an end to the suffering of
the Kashmiri people. As we observe Kashmir Siege
Day, let us not only remember the victims of this
long and brutal conflict but also renew our commit-
ment to advocating for their rights and supporting
their quest for justice. The people of Kashmir deserve
nothing less. Regrettably, even the UN is not ina po-
sition to play any positive role without the support of
the pro-Indian powers enjoying veto power. That is
a stark reality. The international community and the
UN, if they ever feel their obligation towards them
as per the UN resolution that the Kashmir dispute
could be resolved. Pakistan for which Kashmir is
an unfinished agenda of the partition will and must
continie to persist with its moral, political and dip-
lomatic support to the freedom struggle in 10K as
long as it does not succeed.
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Mission US: Gen. Asim’s successful visit resets US-Pakistan relationship

2

eneral Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), COAS called on key

US Government and Military officials during his ongo-

ing visit to US including, Antony ]. Blinken, Secretary of

State, General Llyod |. Austin (Retired), Secretary of Defence,
Victoria Nuland, Deputy Secretary of State, Jonathan Finer, Dep-
uty National Security Adviser and General Charles Q Brown,
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff, and secretary general of the
United Nations during his visit This was Munir’s first visit to the
US since being appointed army chief last year. General

Munir arrived in Washington on his first official
visit to the US since he became Pakistan’s army
chief in November 2022. Pakistani military
commanders have often visited the US dur-
ing their tenures as Islamabad and Wash-
ington have for decades remained allies
over issues ranging from regional stability
particularly the war in Afghanistan. He
was also accompanied by Director General
Inter-Services Intelligence Lt General Na-
deem Anjum. The successful visit of the army
chief would increase cooperation between the
two countries in various fields. With the visit of Gen

- - Munir, Pakistan’s point of view on important issues is
KaSh If M IFZa . effectively highlighted. Matters of bilateral inter-
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Asim’s visit
to U.S. under-
scores the
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strong mili-
tary, econom-
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andlongstand-
ing diplomat-
ic ties be-
tween
Pakistan and
U.S. charac-
terised by
mutual sup-
port in vari-
ous interna-
tional forums
for regional
stability and
security.

ests, global and regional security issues, and ongoing
conflicts were discussed during the meetings. Both
sides agreed to continue engagement for exploring
potential avenues of bilateral collaboration in pur-
suit of shared interests. During the meetings with
defence officials, counter terrorism cooperation and
defence collaboration were identified as core are-
as of cooperation. Both sides rejterated the intent
to increase interaction and explore ways to expand
the scope of mutually beneficial engagements. The
meetings came amid Israel'’s ongoing strikes on Gaza,
and after Indian top court’ validation of New Delhi%s
revocation of Indian-administered Kashmir’s autonomy in 2019,
COAS underscored the importance of understanding each oth-
er’s perspectives on regional security issues and developments
affecting strategic stability in South Asia;” the ISPR said. COAS
underscored the importance of understanding each other’s per-
spectives on regional security issues and developments affecting
strategic stability in South Asia. In this context, COAS especially
highlighted the importance of resolving the Kashmir Issue in ac-
cordance with international law and relevant UNSC resolutions.
Druring his ongoing visit to the US, General Asim Munir also
called on Antdnio Guterres, the UN secretary general, at the UN
Headquarters in New York. Guterres warmly welcomed the visit
by the COAS and appreciated the contributions made by the Pa-
kistan Army and contingents of law enforcement agencies that
have remained committed to the peace and stability of the world
The COAS reaffirmed Pakistan’s continious support to the Unit-
ed MNations in all its earnest efforts. During his interaction, the
armiy chief particularly highlighted the ongoing Kashmir and
Gaza issues. He said that peace in South Asia would remain elu-
sive until a peaceful solution to the longstanding Kashmir dis-
puite was found in accordance with the UNSC resolutions and the
aspirations of the Kashmiri people. Gen Minir also condemned
the unilateral and illegal Indian efforts to change the status of
Jammu and Kashmir as it was in violation of the UN Security
Council Resolutions. COAS especially highlighted the impor-
tance of resolving the Kashmir Issue in accordance with interna-
tional law and relevant UNSC (United Nations Security Council)
resolutions. He reiterated Pakistan’ stance on the Palestine issue
and urged the UN secretary general to mobilize the international
community for immediate cessation of hostilities

in Gaza to prevent the unfolding human tragedy, ©

and highlighted that an enduring solution to the

issue lies in the two-state solution. The army chief
particularly shared deep concerns over the plight
of innocent civilians, who are being brutally target-
ed and not being provided with sufficient humani-
tarian relief. Guterres acknowledged the concerns
and thanked General Asim Munir for his visit to
the UN Headquarters. COAS also interacted with
the Pakistani overseas community. In a reception
hosted by Embassy of Pakistan, COAS met mem-
bers of the Pakistani community and appreciated
the positive role being played by Pakistani over-
seas community towards the country’s progress
and development. He also encouraged the diaspo-
ra to invest through SIFC which is already yield-
ing success in various dimensions, and also high-
lighted that US is the largest export market for =

Pakistan constituting 21.5 % of our total exports. *i

Army Chief said that Pakistani diaspora anywhere around the world
is held in high regard as they are ambassadors of Pakistan and con-
tribute significantly to Pakistan in varying domains. Members of the
Pakistani community expressed their pride in role and contributions
of Pakistan Army towards well being of Pakistan. No doubt, Pakistani
diaspora anywhere around the world is held in high regard as they are
ambassadors of Pakistan and contribute significantly to Pakistan in
varying domains.

Pakistani Army chief Asim Munir visited Washington at a time when
the U.5.-Pakistan relationship was unsettled. Although bilateral ties
were relatively stable and crisis-free, but the future is uncertain.
Washington and Islamabad have struggled to find new anchors for
their partnership since U.5. forces left Afghanistan in 2021. General
Asim Munir's visit to U.S. underscores the deep-rooted and histor-
ically shared strong military, economic, cultural and longstanding
diplomatic ties between Pakistan and U.S. The visit serves as a plat-
form to further enhance these ties and explore avenues for future col-
laboration. This strategic alliance has been characterised by mutual
support in various international forums and a shared commitment
to regional stability and security. A visit from the leader of Pakistan’s
powerful military offers opportunities for a reset, but policy diver-
gences may make that difficult. Gen. Munir is different from his im-
mediate predecessors in the army chief role. However, Gen. Munir is
a soldier to the core. He was born in Rawalpindi, home to Pakistan’s
military headquarters, and he quickly rose through the ranks. Like
many previous Pakistani Army chiefs, he seeks friendly relations with
Washington. In his nearly 13 months in the role, he has met twice
in Rawalpindi with Michael Kurilla, the commander of LS. Central
Command, and has spoken twice by phone with U.S. Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin. A legacy of education and training exchang-
es between the United States and Pakistan, officer-to-officer relations
have long been warm—despite tensions over many issues. But Gen.
Munir always has a practical approach especially when Pakistan’s
economy is in crisis, and the United States is its top export destina-
tion and a key source of aid. Gen. Munir also wants to tap into shared
concerns about Afghanistan-based terrorist groups to help addressa
resurgence of militancy in Pakistan, led by Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), especially an attack by a TTP affiliate killed 23 troops in
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. However, the top US. se-
curity concern in Afghanistan is Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K), and
in recent months, U.S. officials acknowledged that Taliban operations
have reduced the [S-K threat, suggesting the United States has less of
an incentive to partner with Pakistan. After the success of Gen. Mu-
nir's visit, he and his U.S. interlocutors may find common ground on
non-security issues in Afghanistan, such as the delivery of humani-
tarian aid. Another major U.S. concern is Pakistan’s recent decision to
expel 1.7 million undocumented Afghans. The Biden administration
wants to ensure that those waiting for special immigration visas to
the United States—including many people who worked with the U.S.
military—wor't end wp back in Afghanistan. The Biden administra-
tion wants to shift the focus of the U.S.-Pakistan relationship away
from Afghanistan and security issues and toward trade and invest-
ment. Because Pakistan's military chiefs exert influence over public
policy, Munir may bring these issues up himself in economic recov-
ery efforts. But for Washington, commercial cooperation won't be a
realistic anchor for partnership until Islimabad’s economy is more
stable. The Biden administration would want to hear from Gen. Mu-
nir on Russias war in Ukraine and as well as on the war in Gaza, as
Pakistan backs the Palestinians and Gen. Munir, who once served in
Saudi Arabia, also has close ties to the Persian Gulf states that are key
to wartime diplomacy. Moreover, US, officials also wanted to discuss
China, as Pakistan has recently signaled a desire to achieve more bal-
ance in its relations with the United States and China. As Pakistan
looks to the future, Gen Munir’s visits and contributions are poised to
set a challenging target and leave a lasting legacy. No doubt, General

Asim Munir’s visit to US. for the development, Stratagic and eco-
nomic prosperity of Pakistan have been instrumental in shaping
the nation’s path towards progress. As General Syed Asim Munir
successfully completed his one year as Army Chief, and during his
successful tenure, he expressed his determination and assured to
steer Pakistan out of the prevailing crises. Whenever the country
faced difficult times, the Pakistan Army responded with the hard
work for the people.
One year of his service has culminated at a record breaking success
stories. When the chief of the Pakistani army took the lead to save
the country from the crisis, economy came out of the ventilator and
started breathing. His new professional journey began at a time
when there was political turmoil in the country; when the coun-
try was suffering from inflation, and there were diplomatic chal-
lenges. Despite not being in the spotlight throughout his one-year
tenure, Gen Munirs behind-the-scenes efforts have significantly
contributed to the overall stability of the country. His robust sup-
port for the government and the active role of the army played a
pivotal role in steering Pakistan away from financial and economic
default. Under his leadership, foreign relations have seen a posi-
tive transformation, with strengthened ties with the United States,
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA),
and China. Gen Munirs adept backdoor diplomacy has played a
crucial role in fostering these relationships. In a short span of one
year, Gen Asim Mumnir has left an indelible mark on Pakistan’s econ-
omy and diplomatic relations. His tenure has been characterized
by resilience, strategic vision, and a commitment to the nations
Pakistan out of the prevailing crises. Whenever the country faced
difficult times, the Pakistan Army responded with the hard work
for the people. One year of his service has culminated at a record
breaking success stories. When the chief of the Pakistani army took
the lead to save the country from the crisis, economy came out of
the ventilator and started breathing. His new professional journey
began at a time when there was political turmoil in the country;
when the country was suffering from inflation, and there were dip-
lomatic challenges. Despite not being in the spotlight throughout
his one-year tenure, Gen Munirs behind-the-scenes efforts have
significantly contributed to the overall stability of the country.
His robust support for the government and the active role of the
army played a pivotal role in steering Pakistan away from finan-
cial and economic default. Under his leadership, foreign relations
have seen a positive transformation, with strengthened ties with
the United States, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA), and China. Gen Munir’s adept backdoor diplomacy
has played a crucial role in fostering these relationships. In a short
span of one year, Gen Asim Munir has left an indelible mark on
Pakistan’s economy and diplomatic relations. His tenure has been
characterized by resilience, strategic vision, and a commitment to
the nation’s make Pakistan green again as Allah almighty has bless-
ed the country with various resources. Longer term, the economy
may prove to be the stiffer challenge because it is not so amenable
to military control as politics and internal security. The difficulty is
compounded by Pakistans fraught foreign relations, as the govern-
ment can no longer automatically count on largesse from its allies
in the United States and the Middle East, who in the waning years
of the Cold War and immediately afterward allowed the country to
service its debt and stay afloat as a rentier state. Boosting exports
cotild be a starter, Pakistan still hopes the US., China, and other
international partners will step in to help it avoid defaulting on in-
ternational loans. COAS Munir hailed the governments plans for
uplift, expressing his confidence in the transformation of the differ-
ent sectors in landscape of Pakistan. Under his leadership, Pakistan
will witness a development and economic revolution. General Asim
Munir called on all the stakeholders to develop a national consen-
sus to confront challenges posed by the economy and terrorism. As
Pakistan continues to build upon the legacy of Gener-
al Munir’ vision, it moves towards a more prosperous
and promising future. Pakistan Army takes pride in
serving its nation, with the dedication to the welfare of
the people and the country. The army belonged to the
people, and the people belonged to the army, empha-
sising the strong bond between the armed forces and
the civilians. General Asim Munir’s vision for Devel-
opment and Economic Prosperity of Pakistan is based
on our social responsibility to play our collective role
in the cotuntry’s economy. The visit to US. underscores
the deep-rooted and longstanding diplomatic ties be-
jy tween Pakistan and US. This strategic alliance has
been characterised by mutual support in various inter-
national forums and a shared commitment to regional
stability and security. General Munir’s visit exempli-
fies the importance of diplomatic engagement and co-
W4 operation in addressing complex regional challenges
¥ and underscores the enduring relationship between
Pakistan and U.S. in their quest for peace and stability.
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awyers Welfare and Protection Act, 2023

is enacted to provide welfare and pro-

tection of advocates through this legal

framework and for the matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto. The Lawyers Wel-
fare and Protection Act 2023 is a crucial legisla-
tion aimed at providing security and protection
to advocates and legal professionals in Pakistan.
The act was enacted in response to the rising in-
cidents of violence against lawyers, which often
undermine the fair, impartial, and fearless con-
duct of legal proceedings before courts, tribunals,
and authorities. The profession of lawyers plays a
pivotal role in the administration of justice, the
defense of human rights, democracy and the rule
of law. However, the recent incidents of assault,
criminal force, intimidation and threats caused to
advocates, while they discharge their profession-
al duties, have rcached alarming heights. The Act
defines in detail the categories which fall within
the four corners of ‘act of violence’ against an ad-
vocate. The offence of committing an act of vio-
lence against an advocate is punishable for a term
of three years or a fine which may extend to One
Lakh Rupees or both. This has also resulted in law
and order situations and deficiencies in rendering
professional services by advocates to their clients
apart from causing a deep sense of fear in the
minds of advocates. In order to protect advocates
from the said assaults, criminal force, intimidation
and threats, it is necessary to enact a legislation to
protect advocates while discharging their profes-
sional duties. In this regards, a Bill namely “The
Lawyers Welfare and Protection Elll 2023" has
been prepared and passed wherein, a mechanism
has been devised to ensure that the advocates can
render professional services without fear or exter-
nal influence for the ultimate cause of the admin-
istration of justice and the rule of law. This law is
also in consonance with the various UN General
Assembly Resolutions and in line with the Eighth
United Nations Congress held in Septemnber, 1930
at Havana, Cuba, where it has adopted the "Basic
Principles on the Role of Lawyers” which provides
that the Governments shall ensure that layers are
able to perform all of their professional functions
without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or
improper interference and where the security of
lawyers s threatened asa result of discharging their
functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by
the authorities. If a person gets convicted under
Lawyers Welfare and Protection Act, 2023 for the
second time for a subsequent offence he may get
imprisonment for a term of five years and a fine

Lawyers Welfare and ProtectionAct, 2023 and our Judicial System

of Two Lakhs Rupees. The act of violence against
a lawyer is non bailable. Special Courts are to be
established under this Act for trying offences. The
Lawyers Welfare and Protection Act, 2023 talks
about welfare of advocates which includes the right
of having legal advisory, legal remedy for facing
any difficulty in obtaining the financial facility, shu
hada package. The new law has triggered equivo-
cal responses amongst the commuinity. Chapter II
of the law titled *Offence and Punishments’ relates
to the same. An act of violence is defined under
Section 2(1) (a) of the Act as: "Any act committed
by any person against an advocate with the intent
to prejudice, affect or derail the process of impar-
tial, fair and fearless conduct of cases before any
court, tribunal or authority by which such advo-
cate is engaged and shall include (i)harassment,
coercion, assault, criminal force... (i) harm, in-
jury, hurt either grievous or simple, or danger to
the life of such advocate, either within the prem-
ises of the courts or otherwise... (iii) coercion by
whatsoever means, by any person or authority to
reveal or part with privileged communication or
material which an advocate is bound..." Offences
and punishments are governed
by Section 3 of the Act. The lan-
guage of the law states that any
person committing the pur-
ported act/abetting the com-

A true picture of

upholders, maintainers and protectors of human
rights and fundamental freedoms as enshrined
in the constitution. Chapter III of the Act titled
“Welfare of Advocates” addresses a much-under-
rated aspect of the legal profession given the re-
cent economic and financial slump. Section 10
of the Act requires every incorporated company
having more than Rs20 million paid up share cap-
ital, autonomous body, corporation or statutory
authority to engage at least one practicing advo-
cate as its legal advisor on a retainer-ship basis.
Section 13 provides an advocate who is the victi-
mof any act of terrorism or other aggression faced
while performing histher professional duty and
whose assailants are unknown entitlement to the
‘shahadd’ package as is admissible to gazetted of-
ficers in BPS-18 of the government. The provision
of the shahada package for advocates is laudable
as we have witnessed time after time how lawyers
became victims of heinous crimes in the line of
duty. The federal government has the power to
make rules in order to carry out the purposes of
the Act. The provisions of this Act shall have effect
notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-
tained in any law for the
time being in force. The
provisions of the Code, to
the extent not inconsist-
ent with anything con-

mission of the act of violence tained in this Act, shall
Mgud s unxk Ml b the state of the $Poly st Seaoks
punishable with imprisonment & £ e Lawyers Welfare

for a term which may extend to l“St“:'E EYStem Protection Act 2023 is a
three years or fine extending to thic_  significant milestone in
Rs100,000 or with both. Repeat ﬂ“d thE‘ admlnls ensuring the safety and

offenders of the same offence
are also addressed in Section
3(2) with harsher fines and sen-
tences. Over the past few dec-
ades, lawyers in Pakistan have
been subjected to acts of mass
terrorism, murder, attempted
murder, assaults, harassment
and intimidation, as well as ju-
dicial harassment and torture
in detention, merely for engag-
ing in their professional duties
as lawyers. Section 3(4) addi-
tionally fortifies the protection
of advocates by making the offences committed
under the Act “non-bailable, compoundable with
the permission of the court and deemed to be a
cognizable offense...”. Section 7 of the law pro-
vides a stipulated time frame within which trials
are to be concluded within six months, alterna-
tively where the stipulated time frame is not com-
plied with, reasons shall be recorded by the court.
Superficially, Section 9 of the A+ct distinguishes
itself as the creme de la creme, *Privileged commu-
nication of advocate. Section 9(a) states that “no
person, public servant or any authority shall have
the power to arrest, detain, investigate any advo-
cate under any law for the time being in force to
obtain any document, material or any information
pertaining to his professional duties”. Section 9(b)
further elaborates by making any vielation of Sec-
tion 9(a) an “act of violence” as defined by Section
2(1)(a) of the Act. Consequently, considering the
ongoing turmodl in the country, Section 9 plays its
part by providing a blanket immumnity to advocates
in possession of privileged communication. This,
in turn, will empower advocates to ensure much
smoother and streamlined dispensation of their
duties without fear or external influence as the

tration of justice
will emerge from
the functioning
of the courts
and the number
of cases pend-

ing. Bg

security of advocates and
legal professionals in Pa-
kistan. By imposing strict
punishments for acts of
violence against lawyers
and establishing a desig-
nated court, the act pro-
motes a fair and just le-
gal system. Its enactment
creates an environment
where legal professionals
can carry out their duties
without fear, guarantee-
ing an impartial, fair, and
fearless legal process in Pakistan. The law aims to
make provisions for the welfare and protection
of advocates. But, indeed, Lawyers are the essen-
tial agents of the administration of justice in any
functioning society. Their cause and purpose in-
clude upholding human rights and fundamental
freedoms recognised by national and internation-
al law. The profession of law is charged with the
peaceful protection of every public right in the
state, of every civil and religious right of the peo-
ple in the state, and so the security and order of so-
ciety. Life, liberty and property are in the ultimate
safe-keeping of the legal profession. According to
the World Justice Project Rule of Law Index 2022-
23, which meastires whether ordinary people can
resolve their grievances through the social justice
gystem, Pakistan's worst score in the world, and
worldwide is 139, Unfortunately, in the Pakistani
case, the performance of our judges has always
been in demand. There are many reasons for this
malpractice but one of the mostimportant reasons
is the Pakistani Justice System for this long-stand-
ing trend. Fifty-three thousand cases are pending
in the Supreme Court, about 300,000 and five
high courts and about 2.8 million cases in four

provinces and the state capital, according to the
Paldstan Law and Justice Commission. Over the
past five years, the number of cases pending in the
Supreme Court has more than doubled to reach
the highest level in the last 20 years. In 2006, the
number of pending cases was 13,724. Today that
has tripled. In 1873, the chief justice of the Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court, Edward G Ryan described the
function of the legal profession in a government of
law in the following words: “Society has instituted
and set apart a body of men, trained to the knowl-
edge and practice of the law; learned in its princi-
ples and processes, to interpret the law to society,
to guide the business of society under the law, to
protect the legal rights of society and its members,
to look to the intelligent and faithful course of ju-
dicial proceedings, and to stand charged with the
holy office of the adminis tration of God's justice
among men.” Throughout history, we have seen
competent individuals who were both lawyers and
civil rights activists and firmly believed in the no-
tion of constitutional supremacy coupled with the
dispensation of justice for all regardless of colour,
caste orcreed. Substantially, the language and in-
tent of the law, in toto, seems to trump the admin-
istration of justice; however, two issues remain
unsettled. First, unless rules are promulgated ex-
peditiously, the practicality and objects of the Act
seem inefficacions. Second, and more importantly,
does the act serve as a double-bitted axe, further
intending to sanction and accredit an already tur-
bilent and defiant group of individuals? Or does
it irrefutably serve as a touchstone for protection
and welfare of advocates? Now ifs a time, that
Lawyers must focus on speedy trials. There are
about three million cases pending with the courts
currently. The legal community should focus on
pursuing the cases effectively without making
their clients wait for years and become the torch-
bearers of justice. There is an urgent need of judi-
cial reforms in the Judicial System of Pakistan for
speedy trial and to eliminate backlog of the pend-
ing old cases in Pakistan. The current system of
governance in Pakistan is exploitative because it
unjustly rewards the elite with excessive economic
benefits by losing the poor contrary to Islamic law
and social norms, which require the redistribu-
tion of wealth from the rich to the poor. It denies
the justice of the weak against the crimes of the
powerful in society. There is a need for an ideal
social justice system and the urgent policy action
to be taken and to ensure that Pakistan becomes
a Muslim welfare state in its true sense when the
legal, social and economic exploitation of the poor
and weak ends, enabling them to lead a dignified,
God-given talent, and see their potential. We are
talking about the independence of the judiciary
and the strengthening of the administration of
justice in order to provide justice and freedom
for citizens. Only an effective and efficient justice
system can ensure the enjoyment of basic rights
by the average person. The level of civilization in
society can be judged by entering their prisons. A
true picture of the state of the justice system and
the administration of justice will emerge from the
functioning of the courts and the number of cases
pending. Pakistans post-colonial legal system is
old-fashioned, facing modern challenges and fail-
ing to meet the country’s growing needs for global
integration, reliable trade transactions and jus-
tice for the common man. A framework for legal
and judicial reforms urgently needed for speedy
trial and to eliminate backlog of pending cases to
ensure internal peace and harmony.
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resident Biden emphasized common
ground with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of India during a lavish state visit,
publicly skirting points of friction over
the government’s crackdown on human rights
in India and Russias war in Ukraine in hopes of
bolstering economic and geopolitical ties with the
world’s most populous nation. Whereas, in the
joint US.-Indian statement said: Biden and Modi
strongly condemned cross-border terrorism, the
use of terrorist proxies and called on Pakistan to
take immediate action to ensure that no territory
under its control is used for launching terrorist
attacks. Pakistan’ foreign ministry said India was
using the allegations of extremism against Islam-
abad to deflect from the situation in Kashmir and
the treatment of minorities in India. Pakistan also
said it was deeply concerned over the planned
transfer of advanced military technologies to In-
dia, saying such steps would not prove helpful in
achieving peace in South Asia.
The US. president treated Modi to a day of
red-carpet pageantry and showered him with ex-
pansive flattery as he sought to draw India closer
at a time when the United States finds itself locked
in open conflict with Moscow and in an uneasy
standoff with China. But even as the leaders an-
noiunced a range of initiatives, they made no ev-
ident progress resolving the disagreements that
have strained the relationship in recent months.
Challenged on his record on human rights and
religious freedom, Modi insisted that democracy
is in India’s DNA and denied that his government
has fostered prejudice in serving its people. Modi
added, even as demonstrators outside the White
Hoiise gates protested the crackdown on dissent
back in India. While Biden shied away from crit-
icism of Indias democratic backsliding, he stood
by his characterization of President Xi Jinping of
China as a dictator during a campaign fund-rais-
er earlier. The state visit for Modi was the latest
move on the geopolitical chess board as Biden
secks more allies against increasingly aggres-
sive governments in Moscow and Beijing. India,
which remained staunchly nonaligned during the
Cold War, has refused to join the American-led
coalition aiding Ukraine in its war against in-
vading Russian forces. And while India shares
a certain enmity for China, it has not fully sub-
scribed to Washingtons strategy for restraining
the Asian giant in the Indo-Pacific region or de-
fending Taiwan against aggression. In cultivating
Modi, who before becoming prime minister was
denied all.5. visa because of his role in a deadly
religious riot in his home state, Biden put aside
his language about democracy versus autocracy
being the defining struggle of his time. Biden de-
scribed the two countries as fellow democracies
committed to universal values without directly
mentioning the increasing suppression of minor
ity groups and opposition voices in India. Biden
pronounced Americak partnership with India the

Modi US visit: US-India strategic partnership and Pakistan

maost consequential in the world. Pre-empting
criticism, Modi portrayed India as the mother of
democracy, as he put it, using the word democ-
racy at 17 times in an hourlong speech, without
caring the repression of Muslims and other mi-
norities. Among other things, the Indian prime
minister said that his country has grown from
the world’s 10th largest economy when he last ad-
dressed Congress in 2016 to the fifth largest today,
almost as if determined to force the United States
to see India as a near equal, not just an emerg-
ing power, but a great and rising one. Despite
his warm greeting in the chamber, several liberal
Democrats in Congress boycotted Modi’s speech.
The hypocrite and skepticism policy of Biden’
strategy, the ease with which the Biden adminis-
tration cast aside its commitment to supporting
democracy over autocracy was breathtaking in
its eagerness to please Indian Prime Minister. If
the U.S. expects that it can flatter Modi into se-
curity commitments in the Indo-Pacific that will
translate into military support against China if
Taiwan becomes a conflict zone, the U.S. is delud-
ing itself and has failed to understand what drives
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Indo-U.S. relations. Mr. Biden celebrated India’
rise with a display of pomp and circumstance on
the South Lawn complete with marching bands,
honor guards and a 21-gun salute. He wrapped
up the day of meetings with a gala state dinner.
only the third of his presidency, in a pavil-

ion behind the White House draped in

green with saffron-colored flowers ‘.
at every table, the colors of the

Indian flag. Two great nations,
two great friends and two
great powers, Biden said in
his toast. India, whose pop-
ulation recently surpassed
China’s to lead the world,
represents perhaps the
most important of the
so-called Global South
nations that Biden is pur-
suing, both for its eco-
nomic potential as well

as for its peopolitical po-
sition. And Modi, with-

out directly referring to
that in his remarks at the
arrival ceremony, nonethe-
less alliwded to Indias grow-
ing power, mentioning its
population of 1.4 billion three

times in just a few minutes. Dur-

ing the Cold War, Indias relations

with the US were often frosty. The coun-

try had cultivated close ties withthe USSR and
helped spearhead the MNon-Aligned Movement,
an organisation of countries that rejected pres-
siires to join either pro-US or pro-So viet blocs.
For its part, the US was a key ally of Pakistan.
And by the early 1970s, the administration of
US President Richard Nixon started to build a
cooperative relationship with China, as an at-
tempt, in part, to place pressure on the USSE. But

Uus
woos In-
dia’s far-

right PM Modi
to help wage
new cold war
on China and
Pakistan.

as the Cold War ended and Chinak economic rise
became a precccupation of US foreign policy, In-
dia — with its size and economic heft — started to
be seen as a key regional ally. Despite its improved
ties with the US, however, India has continued to
resist what it sees as a false choice between the
US and countries like President Vladimir Putin’s
Russia.

But as Russia wages war in Ukraine and Wash-
ington seeks to isolate Moscow economically and
diplomatically, that balancing act has become
maore difficult for India to maintain. While In-
dia has increased its purchase of weapons from
countries such as France and the US and recent-
ly agreed on a roadmap to increase cooperation
with the US defence industry, it remains the
world’s largest importer of Russian arms. India
has also joined China in buying up Russian oil at
discounted prices, while the US and the European
Union angle to limit Russia’s power in the global
energy market. India’ status as a central player in
Washingtons Asia strategy gives it significant lev-
erage. Its ties to Russia are not likely to get in the
way of its relationship with the US. , India

has played this quite well, playing Russia and the
US off each other, and has benefitted in the pro-
cess. A country like India, which has such a strong
convergence with the US on China, can create
major spaces where it will differ very strong-

ly from the US and can ride that out.

While US relations with allies such

as Saudi Arabia and Israel have

come under political scruti-

ny in recent years, Modi’s
trip to the US has been
welcomed with  biparti-
sn  support. However,
Modis human rights
record has not gone
entirely  unremarked.

A group of more than

70 lawmakers from the

US House and Senate
penned a letter to the
Biden urging him to
discuss concerns about
religious freedom and
journalistic expression

in his talks with Modi.
Modis  high-profile re-
ception in the US is a far

,’ cry from what he experi-
enced before, Modi had been
banned from entering the US

due to allegations that he turned a

blind eye to anti-Muslim violence in

the western Indian state of Gujarat in 2002,
when he was the provinces chief minister. In an
annual report on religious freedom in May, the
US State Department expressed concern about
the situation in India, noting that there were
open calls for genocide against Muslims, and at-
tacks on places of worship. In May, for the fourth
yearin a row, the US Commission on Internation-
al Religious Freedom called on the State Depart

ment to designate India as a country of particu-
lar concern. But, the United States has set human
rights issues aside in order to strengthen ties.
To mark their ties, the two leaders rolled outalong
list of joint initiatives on telecommunications,
semicon ductors, artificial intelligence and other
areas. Modi agreed to sign the Artemis Accords,
a set of principles governing peaceful exploration
of the moon, Mars and other celestial bodies, and
the two announced a joint mission to the Inter-
national Space Station in 2024. The United States
and India will open additional consulates in each
other’s country. Among the most concrete agree-
ments was a deal between General Electric and
the state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
to manufacture in India F414 engines used to
power the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. The
two sides also announced that India would pro-
ceed with a long-stalled %3 billion purchase of
MQ-9B Predator drones from General Atomics.
The military hardware sales may help wean India
off Russian arms suppliers. Biden administration
officials supgpested the meeting was just one step
in an evolution of Indiak stance on the Ukraine
war, part of what they characterized as bending
the arc of Indids engagement. But Modi again
stressed the need for dialogue anddiplomacy,
without condemning Russia’s attack of a neigh-
boring country. The Indo- Pacific is where the US
possibly needs Indids influence more than any-
where else right now. The US has long viewed In-
dia as a counterbalance to China’s growing influ-
ence in the region, but Delhi has never been fully
comfortable with owning the tag. It may still be
reluctant to do so but China continues to be one
of the main catalysts driving India-US relations.
But India has not shied away from taking deci-
sions that irk China. It held a military drill with
US forces last year in Uttarakhand state, which
shares a Himalayan border with China. Delhi has
also continued to actively participate in the Quad
- which also inchides the US, Australia and Japan
- despite angry reactions from Beijing. Indian di-
plomacy has been getting more assertive about
saying that this is the country’s moment on the
global stage. It has good reason - India is one of
the few economic bright spots in the world right
now. Geopolitics is also in its favour - most coun-
tries want a manufacturing alternative to China,
and India also has a huge market with a burgeon-
ing middle class. This makes it a good option for
countries and global firms pursuing a China plus
one policy. India relies on Moscow for nearly 50%
of its defence needs. India is the worlds biggest
arms importer and Russia still accounts for a ma-
jor chunk of it at 45%, which Moscow’s share used
to be 65% until 2016 - that’s where the US sees
an opportunity. Washingtons share has grown but
it's still just 11%, behind France’s 29%. So some
big-ticket defence deals are inevitable. The US is
now Indiads top trading partmer at $130bn, but
there is still huge untapped potential. The timing
of the visit is also interesting as both countries
will hold elections next year and the two leaders
will be locking at sellable headlines for their do-
mestic audiences.

The impact of Indo-US strategic partnership on
Pakistan’s security suggests that any power tran-
sition in Soith Asia shall disturb the balance of
power in the region and may lead to war. The
analysis, therefore, supports balance of power hy-
pothesis that if power balance is disturbed, it shall
bring instability. It also suggests that by changing
the balance of power in India’s favour, Indo-US
strategic partnership shall bring power transition
in Souith Asia, and would therefore be perilous for
Pakistan’s security. The US government is trying
to divide the BRICS bloc and recruit India for its
new cold war on China. Biden doesn't care that
far-right Prime Minister Modi is closely linked to
fascistic Hindu-supremacist groups that violently
oppress minorities. US woos India’s far-right PM
Modi to help wage new cold war on China and
Pakistan.
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The gov-
ernment
must under-
take deep
structural
reforms,
effectively
control ex-
penditure,
mobilise tax
resources,
encourage
private in-
vestment,
and, avoid
temptation
to improve
the econo-
my at a fast
pace.

akistan has set a challenging tax revenue

target of 13 trillion rupees ($46.66 billion)

for the year starting July 1, a near 40% jump

from the current year, in its national budget

that looked to strengthen the case for a new bailout
deal with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The
upcomingyears growth target has been set at 3.6% and
inflation projected at 12%. The ambitious revenue tar-
gets for the fiscal year through June 2025,
presented by Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb in parliament.

Total spending was 18.87 trillion
rupees ($68 billion). The upcom-
ing fiscal year include bringing
the public debt-to-GDP ratio to
sustainable levels and prioritising
improvements in Pakistan’s bal-
ance of payments position. Pakistan
has projected a sharp drop in its fiscal
deficit for the new financial year to 5.9%
of GDP, from an upwardly revised estimate
of 7.4% for the current year. Pakistan will
lock to widen the tax base Whereas, Pa-
kistank Economic Survey FY24, provides
a detailed overview of the countrys eco-
nomic performance during the fiscal year
2023-24. The survey highlights the chal-
lenges faced by the economy and outlines
the government’s strategy to address them.
The survey reports a real GDP growth rate
of 2.38% for FY24, reversing the negative
growth of FY23. This growth is attributed
to prudent policy management, resumed
inflows from partners, and recovery in
major trading partners. The growth momentum is ex-
pected to continue, with a target of 5.5% growth by
FY27. Interestingly, The apriculture sector emerged
as the key driver of economic growth, with a growth
rate of 6.25% in FY24. The industrial sector grew by
1.21%, while the services sector experienced a mod-
erate growth of 1.21%. The agriculture sector’s perfor-
mance is attributed to favorable weather conditions,
improved crop yields, and increased investment in
the sector. GDP at current market prices increased
by 26.4% to PKR 106,045 billion in FY24, up from
PKR 83,875 billion last year. This significant increase
is attributed to improved economic activity, increased
investment, and a stable exchange rate. Per capita in-
come rose by USD 129 to USD 1,680, due to increased
economic activity and exchange rate appredation.
This positive trend is expected to continue, with a tar-
get of increasing per capita income to USD 2,000 by
FY27. Whereas, the investment-to-GDP ratio fell to
13.14% in FY24 from 14.13% in FY23, mainly due to
contractionary macroeconomic policies and political
uncertainty. A Focus on Revenue and Expenditure is
equally important, as the budget proposals for FY25
focus on increasing revenue, reducing expenditure,
and promoting economic growth. The budget has a
significant increase in tax burden this year, because of
the large informal segment of the economy, the bur-
den will fall on the existing sectors and the tax burden
will have an inflationary impact as well. The central
bank warned of possible inflationary effects from the
budget, saying limited progress in structural reforms
to broaden the tax base meant increased revenue must
come from hiking taxes. The bank, in a bid to boost
growth, cut interest rates for the first ime in four
years, slashing them by 150 basis points,
in the face of a sharp decline in inflation
from a high of 38% last year to 11.8% in
May. GDP would expand 2.4% in the cur-
rent year, missing the budgeted target of
3.5%, the government said, despite rev-
enues rising 30% on the year, and the fis-
cal and current account deficits being un-
der control. However, the saving-to-GDP
ratio remained stableat 13.0% in FY24,
slightly down from 13.2% in FY23. Al
though, the government aims to stabilize
the economy byprioritizing exports and
investment, with a goal of achieving 5.5%
growth by FY27. But the strategies need to
include increasing trade and investment

openness, controlling foreign exchange
speculation, and implementing sector-spe ©

cific reforms. However, challenges remain, including a high
fiscal deficit, low tax revenues, and a large trade deficit. The
proceeds from privatisation given the governmenfs stat-
ed policy of pushing hard to sell loss-making enterprises,
starting with its national airline. But privatisation proceeds
were projected at a modest 30 billion rupees. Key proposals
include: Increasing FBR taxes by 47.1% to PKR 13 trillion;
Introducing a new tax regime for the agriculture sector; Im-
posing a 18% sales tax on mobile phones; and Increasing
the federal excise duty on cement by PER 1,000 per ton;
Introducing a new tax regime for the real estate sector.

Ome side, Pakistans Economic Survey FY24 highlights the
challenges faced by the economy and outlines the govern-
ment’s strategy to address them, and the other side budget
proposals for FY25 aim to increase revenue, reduce expend-
iture, and promote economic growth. While the survey and
budget proposals should provide a coordinated positive
outlook, as their implementation remains a challenge. The
reduction in policy rate by 150bps is a positive step towards
promoting economic growth. The appredation of PKR by
2.8% against the US dollar is also a positive sign. Howev-
er, the current account deficit, though narrowed, remains
a concerr. The decline in remittances and the increase in
the trade deficit are also worrisome. Owverall, the survey and
biidget proposals provide a mixed bag of positives and neg-
atives. While the governments efforts to promote economic
growth are commendable, the challenges facing the econ-
onty cannot be ignored. The successful implementation of
the budget proposals and the achievement of the economic
growth targets remain a challenge. To address the challeng-
es facing the economy, the government must: Implement
policies to increase investment and savings; Improve tax
revenites and reduce the fiscal deficit; Promote exports and
reduce the trade deficit; Invest in human development and
infrastructure; and Improve the business environment and
reduce corruption. By implementing these policies, Pakistan
can achieve sustainable economic growth, reduce poverty
and inequality, and improve the standard of living for its cit-
izens. Pakistan’s Economic Survey FY24 provides a compre-
hensive overview of the country’s economic performance
and outlines the government’s strategy to address the chal-
lenges facing the economy. The budget proposals for FY25
aim to increase revenue, reduce expenditure, and promote
economic growth. While the survey and budget proposals
provide a positive outlook, their implementation remains a
challenge. Pakistan had to find ways to increase its revenues
to reduce its fiscal deficit as part of reforms being discussed
with the IME. Pakistan is in talks with the lender for a loan
of $6 billion to $8 billion, as it seeks to avert a default for an
economy growing at the slowest pace in the region. The rise
in the tax target is made up of a 48% increase in direct taxes
and 35% hike in indirect taxes over revised estimates of the
current year. Non-tax revenue, induding petroleum levies,
is seen increasing by a whopping 64%. The Concerns re-
main aboiit the government’ ability to pursue reform since
it is vulnerable to the quirks of coalition politics in the face
of rising public pressure against inflationary reform meas-
ares, The government of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
to convince its largest ally, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
without whom it does not have a parliamentary majority, to
attend the budget session.

Pakistan’s public debt — both domestic and foreign — has
soared like anything in recent years to Rs67.5 trillion on
government borrowing needs to finance its surging budget
deficit. The State Bank data for March shows that public debt
is almost three quarters of the nations economic cutput and
just above 83 per cent of the total national debt of nearly

Rs8ltr. The IMF% key demands include an increase in the
tax revenue target, withdrawal of subsidies, taxes on the ag-
riculture sector, increase in levy and taxes on power, gas and
oil sectors, privatisation of sick government organisations
and units and improving administration. Its expected that
the budget would be in line with IMF requirements, howev-
er, the real problem will be adherence to fiscal austerity and
prudence and containment of populism. The strong 6.25 per
cent expansion in the agriculture sector to be the highest in
19 years — drove Pakistan’s GDP growth by an expected
2.38pc in FY2024, recovering from a contraction of 0.21pc
in the previows year. The fiscal discipline was maintained,
with a fiscal deficit of 3.7pc of GDP and a primary surplus
of 1.5pc of GDP. Total revenues, meanwhile, grew by 41pc,
driven by non-tax revenues and improved tax collection.
The major burden of debt payments is coming from domes-
tic debt of Rs43.43tr. Domestic debt is almost two-thirds of
the total public debt and accounts for nearly 85pc of the in-
terest burden owing to the high interest rate environment
in the country. We are in a debt trap, as our debt is already
80pc of the GDP, compelling the government to accumulate
maore debt to pay back the existing loans. The high degree
of indebtedness has made Pakistan more vulnerable even
to slightest of economic shocks and forced the government
to reduce socio-economic development investments to al-
leviate poverty. The fiscal deficit and high indebtedness of
a sovereign slow down economic growth and fuel inflation
and unemployment. The cost of debt repayments is largely
borne by citizens in the form of heavy indirect taxes, such as
the taxes and levies on petrol. If Pakistan’s debt is sustaina-
ble, it is only so at a huge human cost. This is not sustainable
and we are getting deeper into the trap. The external debt
has largely been used to support government consumption
rather than expand public investment and boost productivi-
ty. Poor export performance over the decades too has weak-
ened our capacity to service the debt through our own earn-
ings despite significant growth in remittances. Then, foreign
investors are also not prepared to venture in Pakistan due
to economic conditions which constrain our capability to
rake up non-debt creating international flows. On top of
that, no one is ready now to give us more money so we can
pay off our old debt as our capacity to leverage our geopo-
litical position has weakened. Privatisation of state-owned
enterprises and withdrawal of subsidies will provide tem-
porary relief, but our need for more debt will not go away
without taking care of our tax and energy sector issues. The
State Bank of Pakistan, meanwhile, kept a tight monetary
policy, with a 22pc policy rate, helping to ease inflation
to 26pc from 28.2pc last year. The current account defi-
cit narrowed by 87.5pc to $0.5 billion compared to $4.1bn
last year, and gross foreign exchange reserves increased to
$8.0bn. However, a decline in the investment-to-GDP ra-
tio, sluggish large-scale manufacturing, and high public
debt is also noted. The cash-strapped Pakistan witnessed
the highest-ever single-year increase in tax exemptions or
concessions, surging by 73.24pc compared to the previous
year to dole out a record Rs3.8791r. There is a need for pa-
tience and extreme hard work, combined with homegrown
corrective plans. The public must work together with in-
stitutions to achieve our economic goals, by stressing the
importance of collaboration and sustained efforts. We must
emphasise the need for Pakistan to transition from a gov-
ernment-controlled economy to a market-driven econo-
my, aligned with global standards, to boost exports and
foster a savings-and-investment-based economy. We must
shift from a government-determined economy to a mar-
ket-driven economy, aligning our economic system with
global standards, increasing exports, and promoting a sav-
ings-and-investment-based economy over
a consumption-based one by considering
equity and inclision when implementing
economic reforms with bold measures to
ensure a more

equitable economic system. Introducing
economic reforms, we cannot ignore equi-
ty and inclusion. Bold measures are neces-
sary to create a more inclusive economic
system. The government must undertake
deep structural reforms, effectively control
expenditure, mobilise tax resources, en-
courage private investment, and, last but
not the least, avoid temptation to improve
the economy at a fast pace. The govern-
ment mist implement policies to address
the challenges facing the economy and
promote sustainable economic growth.
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very important aspect for progress of any na-

tion. In the modern era no nation can survive
without quality education. Human Resource Devel-
opment is the central pillar of the government policy,
and education plays a fundamental role

towards the formation of human so-
cial capital. The Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional Train-
ing (MoFEPT) has aligned all its
programs to achieve the targets of
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG-4). The Paldstan Founda-
tional Learning Hub is an initiative
of the MoFEPT tasked to drive sys-
temic improvements in foundational
learning in Pakistan, and launched the Paki-

stan Foundational Learning Hub. The Pakistan Foun-
dational Learning Hub has been set up with the gener-
ous support of the UK’ Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office and the World Bank. The Pakistan
Foundational Learning Hub will become a keystone
in Pakistans Learning Movement, working with all
partners to enable quality learning opportunities for
all by providing evidence-based strategies and support
to policymakers across Pakistan to make tangible im-
provements in foundational learning. The launch was
attended by the Federal Minister of Education, Madad
Ali Sindhi, Federal Secretary of Education Waseem
Ajmal Chaudhry, UK High Commissioner Jane Mar-
riott and a range of key educational leaders, includ-
ing provincial Ministers and Secretaries of education,
civil society and dewelopment partners. Foundational
learning is the right of all children. No doubt, Federal
Secretary of Education, Mr. Wa-
seem Ajmal Chaudhry is com-
mitted to ensuring that all chil-
dren will enjoy their right to a
quality education, and under his
leadership the Pakistan Founda-
tional Learning Hub, within the
Ministry of Federal Education
and Professional Training will §
achiewe this mission. Whereas,
Mr Madad Ali Sindhi, Feder-
al Minister of Education, is also
committed that The Pakistan
Foundational Learning Hub
will be a key contribution to this |
effort, working with all prov-
inces and key partmers to drive

Educatlnuisﬂ:ehaslcﬂghtnfemrdﬂ]danda

ensured her commitment for this initiative of federal
ministry, and British high Commissioner presented

learning improvements across the country. British
' ' High Commissioner to Pakistan, Ms Jane Marriott

It is high time
that we must re-
shape our educa-
tion service deliv-
ery and structure
all initiatives that

allow our learn-
ers to compete
and thrive in the
face of new re-
alities. It is in-
deed the primary
responsibility
of any civilized
nation to provide
its children with
a balanced and
well-rounded
education, devel-
op them to their
full potential,
and nurture them
into good citi-
zens, conscious
of their responsi-
bilities to family,
society and coun-
try.

Letter of Support to Federal Minister in establishing
the PELHUB. The UK is proud to support the Foun-
dational Learning Hub, helping children with basic
literacy skills which we know makes them more likely
to stay in education. On the other side in a message,
President All Pakistan Private Schools Federation Mr.
Kashif Mirza appreciated the launch of PFL HUB and
showed his expectation for the betterment of quality
of education in across the country, and assured, that
APPSF is running STEAM Pakistan propram and will
support Ministry's initiatives to mainstream learning
specially ensuring that each STEAM partner school
commit to additional learning hours and support to
provide technical resources to the private schools and
Government to deliver on Education goals especially
for girls education. Mr. Kashif Mirza further assured
that APPSF will assist for technical assistance to the
Hub to support the provinces to deliver and keep track
of their commitments to Foundational Learning.

It has been over a decade since the state made a prom-
ise to every child between the ages of five and 16 years
of free and compulsory education. The compulsory
range of school going age is stipulated as five to 16
years under article 25-A of the Constitution. But Pakd-
stan is facing a serious challenge to ensure all children,
particularly the most disadvantaged, attend, stay and
learn in school. With an increasing population and a
burgeoning youth cohort, Pakistan now has more than
75 million children between five and 16 years. Current-
Iy, Pakistan has the worlds second-highest number of
out-of-school children (O0OSC) with an estimated 25
million children aged 5-16 not attending school, rep-
resenting 35 per cent of the total population in this age

group. Of these, the public schooling system only ca-
ters to 24 million and private schooling system caters

to 26 million, with over 25 million currently out-of-
school-children (OOSC). Pakistan is facing a serious
challenge to ensure all children, particularly the most
disadvantaged, attend, stay and learn in school. While
the percentage varies, this age-specific statistic pro-
vides an insight into what is needed to ensure that the
over 50 per cent of five year olds who are not enrolled,
of the 48 per cent of 16 year olds who have dropped out
or never enrolled, are provided an appropriate educa-
tional platform. Almost 3.8 million children, with 2.5
million between 14 and 16 years, enrolled in an educa-
tional institution but dropped out. While enrollment
and retention rates are improving, progress has been
slow to improve education indicators in Pakistan. In
the 5-9 age group, 5 million children are not enrolled in
schoolsx and after primary-school age, the number of
O0SC doubles, with 11.4 million adolescents between
the ages of 10-14 not receiving formal education. Dis-
parities based on gender, socio-economic status, and
geography are significant; in Sindh, 52 percent of the
poorest children (58 percent girls) are out of school,
and in Balochistan, 78 percent of girls are out of school.
Mearly 10.7 million boys and 8.6 million girls are en-
rolled at the primary level and this drops to 3.6 million
boys and 2.8 million girls at the lower secondary level.
Gaps in service provision at all education levels is a
major constraint to education access. Socio-cultural
demand -side barriers combined with economic factors
and supply-related issues, together hamper access and
retention of certain marginalized groups, in particular
adolescent girls. Putting in place a credible data system
and monitoring measures to track retention and pre-

vent drop-out of out-of-school children is still a chal-

lenge. At systems level, inadequate financing, limited
enforcement of policy commitments and challenges in
equitable implementation impede reaching the most
disadvantaged. An discouraging decrease in recent ed-
ucation budgets has been observed in the total GDF,
which is already well short of the 4 percent target. In
order to accelerate progress and ensure the equitable
expansion of quality education, Government of Paki-
stan’s shoiild do more efforts to significantly reduce the
number of OOSC at pre-primary, primary and low-
er secondary levels. Pakistan education programme
should focus on Early Childhood Education (ECE) to
improve school readiness; expansion of equitable and
quality alternative learning pathways (ALF) at basic
education levels; and nurturing of school-community
linkages to increase on-time enrolment, reduce drop-
outs, and ensure completion and transition for all stu-
dents. At systems levels, we should contribute more
equity-focused provincial sector planning and budg-
eting; strengthening data and assessment systems; and
evidence-based policy advocacy. Investment in quality
early learning and pre-primary education is important
that young children be ready for school has high pos-
itive impacts on primary school enrolment, survival
and learning, and is cost-effective. Given the limited
reach and inequities in the provision of pre-primary
education, Pakistan is increasingly recognizing ear-
ly learning as a policy priority, and several provine-
es have already developed ECCE policies, plans, and
standards., While several models exist for ALPs, these
are still scattered and limited in scale. Pakistan must
address the issue of OOSC through studies, support-
ing provincial sector plan development, dewvelop-
ment or review of non-formal education policy and
direct programme implementation. Socio-cultural
demand-side barriers combined with economic fac

o PAKISTAN
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tors together drive education deprivation for certain-
groups of children in Pakistan, particularly gids. These
barriers are further exacerbated by a lack of parental
awareness of early learning, importance of on-time en
rolment, and lack of social protection schemes. Howev-
er, there is ample room for improvement in large scale
enrolment campaigns during early years. Like other
provinces, the age group of nine and above isvulnerable
to dropouts. Enrolment drives targeting younger OOSC
should be complemented with strategies to improve re-
tention towards the end and beyond primary school
level, The necessary steps to address the situation in-
clude radical improvements in early years enrolments,
and firgt time enrolments for fast track programmes for
children between the ages of 10- 16, Building on these
the subsequent approach should be to target at-risk stu-
dents in higher age groups to improve retention,

There is a hope that under the leadership of its Sec-
retary Mr. Waseemn Ajmal Chaudhry the Pakistan
Foundational Learning Hub will become a keystone
in Pakistan's Learning Movement, working with all
partners to enable quality learning opportunities for
all by providing evidence-based strategies and sup-
port to policymakers across Pakistan to make tangible
improvements to foundational learning. The Pakistan
Foundational Learning Hub will establish a sustaina-
ble mechanism through which federal and provincial
ministries are measurably improving foundational
learning as a national priority. 3 out of 4 children in Pa-
kistan cannot read a simple sentence by the age of 10.
Learning poverty is counted at almost 79% in Pakistan,
and it can only be fixed through stronger foundation-
al learning movement in the country. The MoFEPT is
committed to tackling the learning crisis in the coun-
try by launching the ‘Pakistan Foun-
dational Learning Hub' - a dedicated
unit to drive improvements in founda-
tional literacy and numeracy together
with all the federating units. The Hub
is initially supported by the FCDO
and the World Bank. Its will endeav-
or to provide quality learning oppor-

tunities to marginalized sections of
society particalardy girls.  Partner-

ships with UKaid, World Bank, and

Government of Pakistan, Provincial

Govis, All Pakistan Private Schools

Federation {APPSF), civil society part
underscore the collaborative effort to-

wards this critical poal, and together
committed to reshaping the future of
education in Pakistan. Evidence-based strategies and
support will empower policymakers across Pakistan,
enabling tangible improvements to foundational learn-
ing. This initiative addresses a national priority, bridg-
ing gaps and ensuring a brighter future for our chil-
dren. The PFLH establishes a sustainable mechanism

for federal and provincial ministries to measurably
enhance foundational learning. This is a game-chang-

er, solidifying education as a top-tier national focus.

Under the leadership of Federal Secretary Education,
Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry the MoFE&PT along
with all its associated entities, provincial education and

training departments, is striving to develop and im-

plement effective educational plans and strategies for
rectifying learning losses, sustainable student retention

mechanisms to ensure no childisleft behind. Develop-

ing Pakistan as a progressive and prosperous country
by providing all citizens a fair and equal opportunity

to receive quality education and skills 1o achieve op-

timum potential, to develop human resources by en-

suring equal access and educational excellence across

Pakistan. It is indeed the primary responsibility of any

civilized nation to provide its children with a balanced

and well-rounded education, develop them to their full

potential, and nurture them into good citizens, con-

scious of their responsibilities to family, society and

country. This right of the citizens of Pakistan is protect-

edunder Article 25-A of the constitution. The Ministry

is aggressively working to end the education apartheid

which has plagued our country for many years. This

can only be achieved ifwe raise the quality of education

in the public sector institutions as well as those private

institutions which cater to the disadvantaged section of
our society. It is high time that we must re-shape our

education service delivery and structure all initiatives

that allow our learners to compete and thrive in the

face of new realities.

HUB
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he two-day Pakdstan Learning Confer-

ence 2023; Building Foundations organ-

ized by the Ministry of Federal Education

& Professional Training held in I[slam-
abad. Gathering global educators, policymakers,
and experts, this eagerly awaited conference is
delving into vital topics of Early Childhood Edu-
cation (BCE) and foundational learning, Speaking
at the Inaugural session, the Chief Guest for the
occasion Federal Minister Rana Tamveer Hussain
said that Paldstan has a constitutional commit-
ment to deliver free and compulsory education
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16, The
minister said that the government intends to go
beyond it as Palkistan is committed to achieving
Sustainable Development Goals 4 (SDG4) to pro-
vide “lifelong learning opportunities for all’ Earlier,
the Secretary Education Waseem Ajmal Chaud-
hary welcomed the participants and said that the
gathering of passionate international and nation-
al level educators, policymakers and donors at the
conference was a unique opportunity to collective-
Iy work towards transforming landscape of early
childhood education and foundational learning.
The secretary education informed the attendees
about the Human Capital Review Report and shed
light on how addressing learning poverty is crucial
for socio-economic progress. Mr. Waseem shared
with the participants that a fund of Rs 25 billion
had been established specifically for Out of School
Children {(OO0SC) and added that a significant
portion should be allocated for Early Childhood
Education (ECE). He provided reassurance on be-
half of the Prime Minister, affirming the govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment to ensuring that
out-of-school children were enrolled in schools.
He further added that through the flagship initi-
atives of MOFEPT which include Out of School
Children enrollment drive, foundational literacy
through ASPIRE, establishment of classrooms in
primary schools & kindergarten important steps
are being taken for transforming early childhood
education. Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary added
that MOFEPT was looking forward to creating a
Combined Action Plan in the Conference through
synergies, collaborations and experience sharing
that will positively impact the future of early child-
hood education in Pakistan. Secretary Education,
Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary talked about carrying
the spirit of this conference forward through fos-
tering innovation, inclusivity, and equity in early
childhood education. He spoke about translating
the event into “Pakistan Learning Movement”, The
secretary said that with the movement, the edu-
cation ministry could create an educational land-
scape to empower the children, equip them with
essential skills, and nurture their curiosity and love
for lifelong learning. He informed that MoFEPT
would receive feedback and inputs for aggressively
contributing towards the movement He thanked
all the international and national participants for
their dedication to advancing early childhood edu-
cation and foundational learning, He also appreci-
ated them for their commitment to shape a brighter
future for children. The two-day Pakistan Learning
Conference 2023:Building Foundations organized
by the Ministry of Federal Education and Profes-
sional Train ing concluded with a comprehensive
action plan to transform Early Childhood Educa-
tion (ECE) and foundational learning. The diverse
pathering of plobal educators, policymakers, an-
dexperts delved into crucial topics, fostering the de

Pakistan Learning Conference 2023: BUILDING FOUNDATIONS

velopment of a bright future for children. Federal
Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Igbal congratulated the Educa-
tion Ministry for addressing the crucial topic of
Early Childhood Education (ECE) and foundation-
al learning. He emphasized that we were currently
in an era of knowledge revolution, innovation, and
creativity, and highlighted the significance of the
first 1000 days of a child’s life as the most produc-
tive period for skill development Furthermaore, he
stressed the importance of combining both formal
and informal education within ECE and the strong
connection that existed between early education
and the nationk progress.

Featuring 9 international and 37 national speakers
across diverse educational disciplines, the Confer-
ence offers a rich tapestry of perspectives. With
their expertise and experience, the speakers are
sharing imvaluable insights, inspiring ideas, and
global best practices, enriching the conference ex-
perience for all attendees. On both days, insight-
ful panel discussions on Progress and Challenges:
ECE as the learning foundation, Right to Educa-
tion, Financing, Delivery at scale and technical ses-
sions on enabling structures and PPP as delivery

models were carried out. Motable speakers includ-
ed Rehmat Salam Khatam (KPK Minister), Kashif
Mirza President All Pakistan Private Schools Fed-
eration, Saima Anwar Senior Education Advisor,
Baela Raza Jamil (Idara-e-Taleem o Agahi), Ab-
igail Barnett (Cambridge I[nternatiomal Assess-
ment), representatives of provinces, World Banlk,
FCDO, UMICEF, USAID, International donors &
policy makers, educationists etc. The other notable
speakers included Mark Hubert (British Council),
Meredith McCormac (RTI), Toby Linden (World
Bank Group)., Mohiyuddin Wani

integrated into the classroom and laboratory. He
also emphasized the importance of fostering ob-
servational skills and critical thinking abilities in
children. Kashif Mirza stressed that Pakistan needs
maore 200,000 schools and 25 million teachers till
2025 to cater over 25 million currently out-of-
school-children (OOSC). The Millions of children
in flood-hit Pakistan are in dire need of help, school
education is at risk for millions of students. Before
the closing session, Gailius Draungelis (World Bank
Group), Jo Meir (FCDO), Salman Naveed Khan
(PAMS) spoke about next steps and conference re-
flections. Their collective emphasis highlighted the
importance of working topether to address issues
with regards to ECE and foundational learning.
They stressed upon adopting the recommendations
that were devised during the conference and incor-
porating them into approaches at national scale for
taldng meaningful strides towards ECE. Jo Moir
said that Foundational learning could keep chil-
dren in school and put them on a different learning.
The Ministry of Federal Bducation and Profession-
al Training under the leadership of its Secretary
Education Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary alipned all
its programs to achieve the tarpets of Sustainable
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Development Goals (SDG-4). The Government
of Paldstan has formulated the first ever MNational
Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) Policy 2015, which aims to cater to the
needs of our industrial sector by adding value to
human capital through imparting requisite train-
ing and skills. To ensure minimum National Stand.-
ards in education, National Curriculum Council
(MCC) has been formed with membership from all
provinces. The initiatives of the Ministry of Feder-
al Education and Professional Training surely will

improve the state of Education in the

(Chief Secretary-GB), represent- Country and will ensure holistic de-
s of e chusion. BB fund  eopmentnd sonomic o
tive approaches were explored of Rs 25 of any civilized nation to provide

through interactive stalls by
Federal Directorate of Educa-
tion (FDE), PTCL, Mation-
al Book Foundation (MBE)
and Robotmea, fostering
engagement and learning,
These stalls provided the
visitors an opportunity

to see the novel meth-
odologies and ideas in the

billion had
been estab-
lished specifi-
cally for Out of
School Children
(00SC), a signifi-

its children with a balanced and
well-rounded education, devel-
op them to their full potential,
and nurture them into pood
citizens, conscious of their re-
sponsibilities to family, soci-

ety and country. This right

of the citizens of Pakistan

is protected under Article

25-A of the constitution.

early childhood education CaANt portion should Afer the 15th Constitutional

and foundational learning,
Owerall, Pakistan Learning

key issues being faced in child-

hood education by uniting re-
nowned speakers and visionaries.
Emphasizing innovation and
enhanced practices, this event is
sparking insightful discussions, fos-
tering idea exchange, and facilitat-
ing collaborative efforts to advance education in
Pakistan. Mr. Kashif Mirza President All Pakistan
Private Schools Federation emphasized sharing
knowledge and experience during the conference
and pushing hard for these goals. He further said
that through this event Pakistan could come clos-
er to vision of an educated, confident Pakistani
yoirth, supported from the moment they are born,
and equipped with the foundational learning to
achieve their dreams. The APPSF President high
lighted that a country’s future was reliant on the
extent to which creativity and innovation were

be allocated for

Conference shedded light on - EQrly Childhood

Education
(ECE).

Amendment the MoFE&PT

is directly responsible for pro-
vision of education services
only to the extent of Islamabad
Capital Territory, However, the
Ministry is playing it's role of co-
ordination amongst the federating

’ units. The Inter Provincial Educa-
tion Ministers' Conference has been

very actively playing its role in this
regard. This fact was amply demonstrated during
the COVID 19 pandemic, in which the MoFE&PT
Played a leadership role and spearheaded the re-
sponse, Within a fortnight Tele-school and other
interventions were launched in order to mitigate
the learning losses suffered due to prolonged
school closures. Mo doubt, The Ministry is ag-
gressively working to end the education apartheid
which has plagued our country for mamy years.
This can only be achieved if we raise the quality
of education in the public sector imstitutions as
well as those private institutions which cater to

the disadvantaged section of our society. Develop-
ment of the Single Mational Curriculum is a major
pillar of this strategy. Other initiatives include in-
troduction of Ed Tech and latest interventions in
schools located in ICT, which would be a replicable
model for the Provinces and Area Governments.
Mow, It is high time that we re-shape our eduica-
tion service delivery and structure all initiatives
that allow our learners to compete and thrive in
the face of new realities. Ministry of Pederal Edu-
cation & Professional Training (MoFE&PT) along
with all its associated entities, provincial education
and training departments, is striving to develop
and implement effective educational plans and
strategies for rectifying learning losses, sustain-
able student retention mechanisms to ensure no
child is left behind. Few of the recent flagship in-
itiatives include: Re-emvisioning the “Pakistan Ed-
ucation Policy 2021°; Developing Single Mational
Curriculunt so that all children have fair and equal
opportunity to receive high quality education; In-
troducing reforms in educational assessments by
creating Relative Grading System at Federal Board
of Intermediate & Secondary Education along with
modernizing the examination processing system-
sthrough digital technologies. Reorganization of
key departments of “Higher Education Commis-
sion’ to support further integrated and effective
planning, promoting research and online educa-
tion; Launching “‘Hunarmand Pakistan’ under the
‘Prime Ministers Kamyab Jawan Mational Youth
Development Programme’; fostering skills’ educa-
tion in the country to reduce skill gap and unem-
ployment; and Setting up of Pakistan Institute of
Education, as a premier institution which would
function as a think tank for future policy making
and evidence based decision making. Bducation is
the basic right of every child and a very important
aspect for progress of any nation. In the modern
era no nation can survive without quality educa-
tion. Human Resource Development is the cen-
tral pillar of the government policy, and education
plays a fundamental role towards the formation of
human social capital

All Pakistan Private Schools’ Federation (APPSE),
the only largest representative Federation for All
Pakistan private schools included Punjab, Sindh,
KPE, Baluchistan, Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Kashmir with more than: 300 registered
Associations; 207,000 private schools; 15,00,000
teachers and 26.9 million students presented Ed-
ucation Recommendations for Budget 2023-24.
APPSF recommended to Pederal & Provincial gov-
ernments to allocated and spend minimum 5% of
GDP on education and research for schools and
higher education sector in the new budget keeping
in view the effects of COVID-19, pandemic, recent
devastated flood and high inflation rate. That 25
percent of the education budget should go to higher
education and rest 75 percent be spent on schools,
colleges and technical education. APPSF further
recommended Government should announce tax
amnesty and exemption for 5-year for investing in
edication sector, so that 200,000 new schools, col-
lepes, universities, technical and vocational insti-
tutes can be established. Unless steered with a pur-
pose, the rapid advance of science and technology
may widen inequities, exacerbate social frapmenta-
tion and accelerate resource depletion. The federal
and provincial governments should include a sep-
arate statemnent with the budgetary documents, for
the government policy for girls’ education; policy
measures to be taken for improving girls’ educa-
tion in terms of resource allocation and its effective
utilization, detailed break-down of the current and
development budgets allocated for girls' education,
level-wise enrolment of girls in public schools and
state of basic facilities in girls’ schools. Cur efforts
nuust be that no child should be out of school. No
child must be deprived of education due to poverty
or any other reason. An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest. [ congratulate to Federal
Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain, Federal Minister
for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal and
especially the Secretary Education Waseem Ajmal
Chaudhary, that the Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training under their lead-
ership aligned all its programs to achieve the tar-
gets of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-4).
It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to
entertain a thought without accepting it, so I can
say that education is the most powerful weapon
which we can use to change the world. We should
treat education as an honor and not as a burden.
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The political par-
ties must prom-
ise and honour

their commit-
ment of election
manifestos to en-
hance education
budget at least
by 5% of GDP.
Educational re-
forms must be to
cultivate equita-
ble learning envi-
ronments, where
every student
can access gual-
ity education and
excel, without
any gender dis-
crimination and
class discrimina-
tion for the base
of knowledge
economy.

akistan’s journey toward a knowledge econonty
through educational revitalization is a complex
but necessary one. The steps taken today in revi-
talizing education for building the foundation for
a Knowledge economy will determine the path Pa-
kistan treads tomorrow. The progress of a country or a nation
depends on better reforms for quality education. The knowl-
edge econony is a construct of a neo-liberal imaginary that
is linked closely to the promotion of educa-
tional technology use in schools. In the
belief that educational technology can
assist in the rapid development and
modernisation of the education
systems in Pakistan. Education, is,
therefore, considered as a pre-req-
uisite for combating poverty, rais-
ing productivity, improving living
conditions, and making enlight-
ened citizens. Education has always
been the major concern of successive
governments in Pakistan since its incep-
tion. But no successful headway has been made
in the field of education as half-hearted attempts have
been made in the past and the situation has assumed
an alarming proportion, that why the mandate to im-
plement the provision of Article 25-A of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan couldn’t fulfil under which the
state is obligated to provide free and compulsory
education to all children of the age of 5 to 16 years
in such a manner as determined by law. Article 25-
Al says that the State shall provide free and com-
pulsory education to all children of the age of five to
sixteen years in such manner as may be determined
by law. Whereas, Article 25-A, Article 37-B and Ar-
ticle 38-B are all give guarantee for the protection of
educational rights. Under the 18th Constitutional
Amendment, Education has been devolved to the
provinces which are responsible for the award of education up
to intermediate level. By fulfilling and implementing Articles
22 (1) and 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan on the right to
education without discrimination, is a fundamental constitu-
tional obligation and a pressing need for improving founda-
tional literacy, and the quality of education. It is not possible to
implement articles 20, 22 (1), and 25-A of the constitution in
letter and spirit unless related laws and policies are made like-
wise. But, unfortunately, Pakistan is faced with the challenge of
25 million children out of schoolin the age group of 5-16 years
and around 2 million children are estimated to be added every
year. There are clear constitutional provisions: Article 25-A,
37-B and 38-B, our commitment to the MDG and SDG where
our failures are palpable. While there is no dearth of excellent
plans and proposals in the varicus national education policies
since 1947 and provincial and area development plans, imple-
mentation is the weakest area. All Pakistan Education Con-
ference was organised in Movember 1947, just three months
after the creation of the country. Quid e Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinmah clearly asked for target-oriented interventions in
the education sector. Quid Azam said we need to focus on
scientific and technological education to compete on a global
level and reap the benefits of modern economic structure. Pol-
icy reforms continued during the 1970s, 1980s, 19205 and are
still ongoing. In 1984, the government introduced a two-year
comprehensive plan to increase the literacy rate in the country.
Then, a series of education policy documents were introduced
one after another, setting new targets and extending the pre-
viously-set dates. These policies included the 1970 Education
Policy, the 1979 Education Policy, the 1998 Education Policy,
the Framework of Action 2000, the Millennium Development
Goals 2001, the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 2003, the
Medium-Term Development Framework 2005-2010 and the
2010, and 2021 Education Policies. Moreover, the projects like
Education Sector Reforms Programs, Afternoon School, Igra
projects, Mosque projects, NGOs Volunteer Literacy Corps
etc. Unfortunately, all these plans and policies could not revo-
lutionise the education sector. Among other factors, one of the
main reasons is the experimentation of the povernment with
the education sector. The existing Primary Education scenar-
io presents a dismal picture. As per latest population census,
the total number of children in age group 5 to 16 has risen
to 75.4 million out of which 25.36 million are out of school
All of these documents had set some major targets in terms
of literacy, gender equality, teacher education, and qualitative
improvements in education. Most of these targets have yet to
be achieved. There are a number of factors that frustrate the
proper implementation of policies. These factors have academ-
ic, political, social, and management dimensions. The major
challenge is to enroll this large number of out of school chil-
dren in age group 5 to 16. Related to this, there are challenges
of availability of quality of teachers, school and basic facilities,
quality curriculum and text books. The gaps of infrastructure,
teachers, budget and quality education still persist.
Reforms in any sector always need consultations with different
stakeholders to lead the way to ownership, which is an im-
portant condition for successful implementation. After 2010,
the 18th amendment in the 1973 constitution of Pakistan the
slogan of civilian governance compulsory education for the
children from apges five to sixteen (free education for all). Here
millions of children still have not registered in education to
achieve the target. There are so many other flops like relipious
factors and sectarian violence. Through 18th Amendment the
school education is the subject of provincial matter. Whole re-
forms and policies in the education sector since 1947 to 2023
on common point agenda that is to be formulated reforms and
policies operationalize on Islamic Ideclopy of Pakistan. How-
ever, most education reforms in Pakistan are directly imported
from abroad. These reforms aren’t discussed with the stake-
holders invobred. Most of these reforms are conceived outside
Pakistan by donors. Some examples of these schemes inchade
pilot schools, comprehensive school initiatives, education sec-
tor reforms (ESR), and Daanish schools. Most of the educa-
tional reforms announced in Pakistan lack strong political will
from decision-makers at the high level. The rulers make edu
cational claims for self-projection to earn goodwill among vot-
ers. Some of these claims are ridiculously unrealistic. Indeed,

the education budget allocations decreased over time and is
now arcund 1.7 percent of GDFE due to the lack of priorities,
improper planning, without a suitable roadmap of action, and
lack of required resources to begin with. A very recent example
is the devolution of education to the provinces after the 18th
amendment in the constitution. Another important reason
for making such claims and then forgetting about them is that
there is no accountability system. Political leaders that they can
make tall claims and get away with it. The discontinuation of
policies from one government to another often leads to abor-
tive endings for some useful initiatives. Instead of focusing on
the effective implementation of existing education policies,
every new government decides to come up with a brand new
policy. Consequently, we find a number of official documents,
policies, and plans in Pakistan with useful recommendations.
Although, all main political parties claimed and promised for
minimum 5% of the GDP to invest in the education sector, but
failed to fulfil their election manifesto promises. ANP aimed
to allocate at least 6% of the GDP to education, but failed to
implement in it's provincial tenure. MQM proposed to in-
crease education expenditure from 2.2% to 5% of the GDF, but
also failed to implement in it’s collusion governments tenures.
Whereas, PPP committed for 4.5 per cent of GDP to educa-
tion but always failed to implement. PML-IM, PML-Q and PTI
also committed for dramatically increase funding from 2.1 %
to 5% funding, but couldn’ spent more than 1.7 percentage
of GDP The educational reforms and policy of civil-military
governance regimes 1999-2018 of Pakistan with a major focus
education for all, introducing technical education and Madaris
reforms to achieve 80% literacy rate. These education sector
reforms did not fruitful due to involvement of bureaucrats for
making policies and ignored educationist in the relevant field
specialists. However, in the last 7-decade all governance stress
to increase literacy and primary education compulsory. But it
remained on file papers only. Only in the Gen. Zia ul Haq and
Gen. Pervaiz Musharafs tenures, we can say that education-
al policies and reforms achieved their set of targets. During
Zia and Musharraf governments, the education schemes aims
and objectives in Pakistan are to be educate the philosophy of
sympathetic and background the path to attain its nationwide
objectives.

It is obvious that our education system needs structural re-
forms to ensure the quality of our graduates. Our education
must be a part of knowledge economy based service industry
and manufacturing sector. Industry based on knowledge econ-
omy with skills development and non formal education must
be introduced at schools with the help of private sector. These
forward and backward linkages in the skills market will ensure
decent jobs, good remuneration and employment to educate
youith. Situation which emerges from the gap analysisis alarm-
ing as Pakistan is faced with the challenge of 25 million out of
school children in the age group of 5 to 16 years and around 2
million children are estimated to be added every year. Budget
provision needs to be enhanced from present 1.7% of GDP to
5% of GDP It would need to be ensured that funds are proper-
by utilized and are not lapsed or allocated to other sectors. An
annual increase of 25% in the existing budget of provinces and
areas would be required to reach the targets. Mew 200,000 for-
mal schools with 2.5 million teachers are required to meet the
existing gap and future needs. Moreover, teachers need to be
trained and equipped with latest teaching techniques on regu-
lar basis. Currently, artificial intelligence has surpassed human
capacities. Given Pakistan weak economy, the prevalence of
poverty prevents a significant portion of its population from
accessing schools and colleges. Therefore, efforts for reforms to
promote a knowledpe economy are the wisest decision of our
time. It will also strengthen Pakistan’s capability to innovate,
adapt and create indigenous technology and design, develop
and market new products; thereby providing the foundation
for local growth. In addition, the knowledge and technolo-
gy-based economy will complement and accelerate the change
from an input-driven to a productivity-driven growth strat-
egy. which is a major policy thrust initiated under the Plan.
Six modern technologies are considered highly important
such as computers, micro-electronics, human-made materi-
als, telecommunications, biotechnology and robotics. These
technologies will make paradigm shift in businesses through-
out world. knowledge economy based on creating, evaluating,
and trading knowledge. In a knowledge economy, labour costs
become progressively less important and traditional econom-
ic concepts such as scarcity resources and economics of scale
cease to apply. The four pillars for knowledge economy are:
Economic and Institution management; Education and Skill;
Information and Communication Infrastructure; and Innowva-
tive System Le. Research. Theknowledge economy focused on
the production and management of knowledge in the frame of
economic constraints, or to a knowledge-based economy. The
government should arrange enough funds and improved syl-
labus with innovative ideas for the growth of knowledge econ-
omy for the young peneration. In the fast-changing world of
today, underdeveloped nations have no chance of joining the
larger competitive mainstream. Teachers are the most impor-
tant element in the whole education system, ity education
can only be achieved through quality teachers. Basic facilities
like school buildings, electricity, laboratories and drinking wa-
ter are necessities for education. Curricula of school education
do not fulfill the requirements of technological era. Teachers
learn this curriculum only for degree, but not for knowledge.
Onir school curricula do not match and prepare for knowledge
economy for the students for the market Better quality text
books at affordable prices are necessary for promoting Pakistan
in knowledge based society. It needs to be ensured that teach-
ers go and work in remote areas for teaching duty. Incentive to
teachers be provided in the shape of promotions related to their
performance. Basic facilities missing in the existing schools
must be provided on a fast track so that all schools and build-
ings are fully functional. Incentives need to be provided to poor
parents to send their children to school as one of the primary
reasons for large number of students being out of school is that
poor parents cannot afford to send their children to school and
pay school fee and bear expenses to school books and uniform.
The incentive programme may include waiver of school fee,
provision of free text books and payment of stipends for poor
students. All above measures require substantial increase in

expenditure on education. As formal school system is mot in
aposition to cope with the growing demand of knowledge
economy, skills development and non formal ways of education
should also be adopted such as non formal schools, commumni ty
schools and public private partnership. It is also critical that dou-
ble shifts are introduced in all schools where sufficient numbers
of students are available to ensure enrolment and education for
each and every child.Its implementation would also require ad-
ditional recruitment of teachers and staff with budget. A mer-
it based management with enhanced funding 50 % annually is
recommended to expand the network to meet the requirement.
Among the long term measures, quality education is very im-
portant. A well thought out practical and doable intervention
framework needs to be worked out to ensure quality education
in the long run. The quality and standardization of curriculum
for knowledge economy are important challenges which require
our attention and Federal Government and the concerned Min-
istry alomg with provincial representatives should undertake
immediate review and up-pradation measures in this regard.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to declare education emer-
gency, and award minimum 10-year amenity and tax exemp-
tions for investing in education sector and for establishing new
educational institutions. Under the housing laws, each housing
society is under obligation to earmark amenity plots for com-
munity service but usually maost of these plots are leased out to
commercial purposes. It is recommended that directions may be
issued to the housing societies to give these plots at subsidized
rates for the establishment affordable schools. Since the numbers
are so large, and the private sector is already involved on a major
scale, the role of regulatory bodies needs to be made more effec-
tive with the positive approach by facilitating the private sector
with integrity and merit. Government in consultation with the
representatives of Deeni Madaris should devise a programme for
imparting formal education. This would entail capacity build-
ing at the provincial and district level so that funds can be prop-
erly utilized and are not lapsed or allocated to other sectors.

As per All Pakistan Private Schools Federation's data and Paki-
stan Education Statistics 2020-21, private educational institutions
are serving sizeable number of students (56%) with 269 mil-
lion students, 1.5 million teachers and 207,000 private schools.
While acknowledging the contribution of private schools in im-
parting education to large number of school going children, the
Government should support and facilitate private schools to ra-
tionalize the fee structure and to enroll at best level. Knowledge
economy based target-oriented imterventions in the education
sector required. We need to focus on sdentific and technologi-
cal education to compete on a global level and reap the benefits
of modern economic structure. The youth maust be focused on
their education because it is a prerequisite for personal growth
and nation-building, and should not forget that we have to com-
pete with the world which is moving very fast in this direction.
A big jump in the establishment of new schools in the private
and public sector, recruitment, and training of large number of
teachers, furniture, etc. is required. Ghost and non functional
schools may be made functional. Basic facilities missing in the
existing schools will have to be provided on a fast track. Howev-
er the public schools may also facilitate the non formal schools
in the evening. Best practices in commumnity schools, non-formal
schools, public private partnership, and voucher scheme can be
shared by the provinces and expanded for enhanced targets. A
minimum of 50% annual increase in number under these pro-
jects is essential to supplement private and govt’s efforts. The pri-
vate entrepreneurs and individuals should be encowraged and
given incentives to open new schools and adopt schools for in-
frastructure development and provision of necessary facilities.
The incentives could be in the shape of tax amenities and rebates
or attribution of private schools for at least 10-year. In order to
utilize the important sub-sector of education i.e. Deeni Madaris,
the Government in consultation with their representatives should
devise a programme for imparting formal education. The work
of Mational Commission for Human Development (NCHD) and
Basic Education Community School (BECS) for promoting lit-
eracy and enrolling out of school children has been noteworthy
in the past. A merit based management with enhanced funding
50% annually should be expanded the network, to meet the re-
quirement. Government should undertake immediate review and
up-gradation measures. A special think tank can be constituted
at the national level comprising experts and professionals and its
performance reviewed on a regular basis. In order to prepare the
students for gainful employment opportunities, the Governmemnt
should introduce knowledge economy based skills education hav-
ing avenues for profitable employment. In this regard NAVTCC,
TEVTA and other skill development institutions may be asked
to develop accredited vocational training courses to be imparted
to larger members along with formal education - a manifold in-
crease is needed. Therefore, emphasis should be given to the im-
provement of contents of training courses for enhancing teaching
skills. Education must be deemed as a fundamental element of
Investment, Human Resource {HE) development and the welfare
of the people, to better structure educational institutes to achieve
sustainable growth. The political parties must promise and hon-
our their commitment of election manifestos to enhance educa-
tion budget at least by 5% of GDP. Educational reforms must be
to cultivate equitable learning environments, where every student
can access quality education and excel, without any gender dis-
crimination and class discrimination for the base of knowledge
economy. Schools curricula and textbooks must focus on promot-
ing inclusion, diversity, critical thinking, and learning outcomes.
In any country education shows a key role for the promotion of
economic, political stability and the desire for national identity:
Education means to produce skilled youth force for the help of
economic growth and for a prosperous country. It's also produced
knowledge to committed people, that belief on nation building
on the basis of ideological and developing through future gen-
eration. Public education must be centered on creating inclusive
spaces that empower students to become valuable and participa-
tive members of society. By building on these principles, we must
strive to drive meaningful changes and advancements in our edu-
cation system. The steps taken today in revitalizing education for
building the foundation for a Knowledge econony will determine
the path Pakistan treads tomorrow. The vision is clear to empow-
er itz people with the tools of knowledge based economy and in-
novation, there by securing a prosperous and sustainable future.
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Pakistan Needs China’s Model Governance System for Development!

hinese’s adopted the path of Socialism with Chi-

nese characteristics, which brought the prosper-

ity for Chinese citizens from 1978 onward. Chi-
na’s success story exhibit that a blind of system
both in economy and governance, brought prosperity and
development in country. It demonstrates that neither pure
characteristics of free market nor socialism are the reason
behind Chinese prosperity. Guided state policies by the
Chinese Communist Party and the inclusion of free
market attributes within the economic system has
kept things going on for China. Morepver, the
stable political system in One-Party system and
its roots spreading to local administrative lev-
els has seen the continuation of policies with-
out any opposition. Inclusive decision making
was key for successful results. There are certain
variables which set Pakistan apart from China. The
multi-party system, a different ideclogy and the pres-
ence of federating units differentiates the political and

KaShI' erzasucletal realities of the two states. Economic structure
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The suc-
cess of Chi-
na’s model
teaches us

that so-
cio-econom-

ic policies
must be de-
veloped by
consensus
without con-
sidering po-
litical pref-
erences and
ideologies.

is also different, as Pakistan is a pure liberal economy
as opposed to China’s mixed economy. However, there
are lessons that can be learnt from Chinese Develop-
ment and can be proved beneficial for Pakistan’s econ-
omy and society at large. The success of Chinds model
teaches us that socio-economic policies must be de-
veloped by consensus without considering political
preferences and ideologies. There should be a consen-
suses Economic Agenda of Pakistan and it must be
followed by all governments irrespective of their polit-
ical identification. This will encourage result-oriented
policies in future. Presently China has 34 provincial level
governments, over 300 prefecture level governments, 3000
county level governments, and over 40,000 township level
governments. Rise of China as a major political, economic
and security player at plobal landscape keeps on inviting
the interest of international community in povernance
system of China. The state once accused of having ex-
tractive political and economic institutions made a place
in international arena due to unique governance system.
governance system is entrenched in guidelines set under
the overarching ideology. The ideology of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics entails leading and puiding role
of Communist Party in running the government with the
commitment to raise and sustain good living standards of
people. Reforms were introduced by Communist Party to
turn the idea into reality. Prominent feature of reforms was
that it was a mix of communist and liberal ideas, practices
and values. The apex role of Communist Party is backed
by Constitution of China, thus reducing the role of other
parties in governance. This enables the Party to legislate,
introduce major reforms along with electing major offi-
cials of the state. It also gives the Party highest level of de-
cision making authority; therefore China is also referred
as a Party-State. For a unitary state like China, uniform
implementation of policies becomes complicated task.
However, [t can be countered by having better commumi-
cation and implementation of policies through a well-de-
fined system of hierarchies. China has adopted this model
role and responsibilities of each tier. China im-
plemented the hybrid model where party and government
have their offices running parallel to one another at every
administrative level. Mational People’s Congress (NPC)
being the only Legislature in center makes China a unitary
state. It is the povernment equivalent to Party Congress of
CPC and is responsible for legislation, electing the Presi-
dent of State, Prime Minister, Vice Prime Minister and the
General Secretary of Standing Committee of NPC. It has
2,980 members. and meets for two weeks annually. Execu-
tive organ State Council, is also elected from the members
of NPC and by the members of NPC, which is led by the
Prime Minister. State Council is comprised of ministries,
and different departments led by ministers and affiliated
administrations. State Council ensure implementation of
all policies in accordance with the vision of SC of Politbu-
ro. The affiliated administration is responsible for imple-
mentation of policies at administrative units and at levels.
Fiveadministrative levels characterize the governance sys-
tem of China at province, prefectural, county, township,
and village levels. The hierarchical
system is based on traditional value
giving greater authority and status
to higher echelons, as it is always
case in unitary system.
Standing Committee of Politburo
of Communist Party of China, is
highest unit of power in all terms, |
decision, execution and evalua-
tion. It is comprised of seven mem
administrative levels characterize
the governance system of China
at province, prefectural, county,
township, and village levels. The
hierarchical system is based on
traditional walue giving greater
authority and status to higher ech-
elons, as it is always case in uni-
tary system.Standing Committee

of China, is highest unit of power in all terms, decision,

execution and evaluation. It is comprised of seven mem-

bers elected from the Politbure. It is the most powerful
organ within party and State. It is vested with power take
all types of decisions. It includes the General Secretary of
Communist Party, which is most senior member of Par-
ty and enjoys maximum power. The General Secretary of
Communist Party is also assume the crown of President-
ship, Commander in Chief of Military and head of state.
Wational Party Congress is the last ier of commuinist party
at center level, which is composed of all members of CPC.
The One-Party system in China assure the representation
of CPC members in national legislature NPC therefore
eliminating mismatch between the party policies and gov-
ernments. Similar to national level, hierarchies system is
also replicated at province, prefectural, town and county
lewels. It is considered fundamental for standardized pol-
icy development and implementation of the policies. The
leading party authority below Center are called Comnmit-
tees. Like Politburo at Centre; Provincial Party Comnmit-
tee at Province, at Prefecture- Prefecture Party Committes
and so on enjoy supreme power in decision making and
implementation. Besides the fact that China is a unitary
state but it also has Local Peoples Congresses and local
legislatures at every administrative unit. That’s why it is
also termed as federation in unitary state.

Since the Party organisation and Government hierarchy
exist parallel to each other; they form a connection. The
economic success of China is greatly attributed to contin-
wous implementation of the Five-Year Plans which, con-
tains the vision for mext five years. The Five-year Plan is
set of Economic and Social Policies that are implement-
ed at every administrative unit. The role of Local People’s
Congress increased after the reforms in 1979 to decide on
the matters related to economic issues of their localities.
For the smooth implementation of the policies at adminis-
trative levels; the administrative units have their own De-
velopment and Reform Commissions {DRCs) which work
with the local governments to draft policies. This led to the
emergence of a phenomenon known as federation within
unitary state. The reforms proved to be successful as they
improved the economic and social conditions at local lev-
els raising the prestige and credibility of the commumnist
party. Economic wellbeing of the Chinese state owes a lot
to reforms initiated in 1978, It became a stepping stone for
citizens” wellbeing. It also hugely contribute for improv-
ing status and economic significance in the international
power structure, Socialist system that was not fulfilling the
needs of people at grass-root level led to the different peas-
antry movements which made decision makers to bring
changes in the socialist system. Hence term Socialism
with Chinese characteristics emerged. The economic re-
forms initiated in the 1970s were combination of socialist
and the market economy characteristics. State maintained
its control on most of matters; at the same time provided
liberty to market forces. Initial reforms started from the
agricultural sector later included modernising industry,
opening Chinese economy, inclusion of advanced tech-
nologies, and promoting scientific education to meet the
requirements of modernisation. Reform were introduced
in a sequential manner and still the process if going on
In agricultural sector Household farming replaced the
collectivised farming. Policy of collectivisation was based
on accumulating gains equally among farmers therefore;
farmers which worked hard did not get desired shares
for their extra effort. The reform enabled the farmers to
get fruits for extra labor. However, the state-maintained
control over the pricing of major crops. Similarly, the dual
pricing system was initiated. It is very interesting amd
unique system. First government make sure that nation-
al basic requirements are met by strict control over prices
determined by government. After meeting the national re-
quirements farmers were free to sell the commodities at
market prices without any restriction or control of gov-
ernment. It gave incentives to farmers to increase produc-
tivity through better management and efforts. It is clas-
sical example of market and planned economy merger.
On industrial side, State owned Enterprises (SoE), were

given autonomy to produce commeodity in surplus and

keep the generated revenue within the enterprise. Revenue
could be utilised for buying advanced machinery for en-
hancing productivity and giving bonuses to its employees.
Rather depending on the finances from state; State owned
Enterprises started to invest retained earnings. SoEs also
looked for loans from banks and independent sources.
Similarly, the intervention of the party personnel in the
State-Owned Enterprises was decreased and management
was given freedom to run the enterprise. Government also
encouraged international diaspora to invest back in coun-
try through these enterprises and other sectors. Chinese
diaspora was given preferential treatment for encouraging
imvestment in country. This led to substantial investment
form Chinese across the world and it also paved way for
foreipn direct investment (FDI) in country. Furthermore,
Special BEconomic Zones were created to attract the FDI
by providing them basic facilities and preferential treat-
ments. Reforms introduced in 1993 encouraged further
economic liberalization, competition between the state
owned and private enterprises and possible asset sale.
The reforms also allowed different firms to use state as-
sets with full authority but retaining state ownership of
assets by State. Chinese industrial sector turn into a com-
bination of state-owned enterprises and the private sector
during the course of time. Now the industry is cassified
as, State owned Enterprises, hybrid state-private medium
and small firms and foreign invested firms and ndustry.
In late 19905 China decided to “Go Global® by opening
up its policies. To encourage foreign competition in mar-
ket, open-door policy was adopted. Meanwhile China also
joined World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001 for fur-
ther enhancing it's openness. The open-door policy and
joining WTO led to the influx of Foreign Direct Invest-
ment in country which employed lot of Chinese labor thus
raising standards of its people. Mow China President Xi
has given the third principal of “Inadequate and Unbal-
anced Growth™ He is now focusing to shifting economy to-
wards concepts of “Eco-Civilization™ and making it more
emvironment friendly. Furthermore, he is also trying make
it more people oriented and wplift the living standards of
people. China is also shifting its focus to consumer econ-
omy to sustain its growth. After these reforms, now China
is dreaming to become moderately developed country in
2021 and developed country in 2049,

For Pakistan, a National Development and Reform Com-
mission must be established for more comprehensive
planning and execution. Ministry of Planning Develop-
ment and Reforms, for Pakistan must be re-designed, em-
powered and strengthened. It must assume status of brain
of country and provide economic and social development
guidance to state. Pakistan already has a very good insti-
tutional arrangements of planning department and has
planning wing at all levels of governance. Pakistan needs
reforms and arrangements accordingly with slight chang-
es in existing structure. The policy makers must come
up with the idea of bringing Globle market competition
even in the areas involving state enterprises. The private
industry setup must be encouraged for healthy compe-
tition with the state-owned enterprises which will force
them to enhance the productivity thus setting up a good
platform for th promotions of the exports. The state must
allocate key areas for investment which will play a major
role in boosting the economy. Investment in technology
and service is another avenue which will working on to
sustain growth. Successful economic reforms are not pos-
sible without taking in considerations the world economy
and integration at global level. Government must adopt
export-oriented policies to enhance economic relevance at
global level. It will help to improve trade, increase revenue
and economic integration. It provides a base for economic
growth, and the inclusion of the modern scientific tech-
nologies to boost efficiency in export sector. Local gov-
ernment participation must also be enhanced and made
it compulsory for the development of any policy or plan.
Paldstan must develop economic and investment policies
with the objective to facilitate the business community and
ensure competitiveness. It must be done in a sequential
manners and step by step. Spedal Economic Zones muist
be provided with facility of One Roof Policy for all types
of registration, facilities and service
delivery. Moreover, policies miist
also include environment compli-
ance as much as possible. Policies
muist also encourage innceation
by adopting new technologies and
processes. Pakistan can achieve all
this by strengthening local govern-
ment system by giving them more
authority on planning, execution
~ and financing. Monitoring and eval-
uation of all interventions must be
made sure on the basis of pre-iden-
tified poals and objectives, with
autonomous status and must has
authority to make decision and im-
plantation of these decisions. It will

ensure development and progress by
s!re:ngthenand accountability mech-

of Politburo of Communist mw— anisms to fight and curb corruption.
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Politics and Violence in the Name of Religion

Prof.Dr. Hussain
Mohi-udDin Qadri

The writer is an

divides often fueled by religious misinterpretations,
Minhaj University Lahore has emerged as a beacon

of hope and understanding, The university recently
hosted an international conference titled “Politics and
Violence in the Name of Religion,” attracting over 2,000
participants, including esteemed scholars, policymak-
ers, and students from diverse backgrounds. This gath-
ering aimed to promote peace, enhance cross-cultural
understanding, and critically address the misinter-
pretations of religious texts that can incite con-
flict. The conference aimed to promote peace,
cross-cultural understanding, and address mis-
interpretations of religious texts that can lead
to conflict. In my keynote address, me Prof.
Dr. Hussain Mohi-ud-Din Qadri, emphasized
the significance of contextual interpretation of
religious texts to prevent conflict and foster
peace, [ highlighted how misinterpretations
can stem from out-of-context readings, fue-
ling extremism and leading to conflict, and
stressed the critical role of religious scholars
in ensuring accurate interpretations ground-
ed in each religion’s foundational principles.

In an era marked by geopolitical tensions and societal

Deputy Chairman The conference featured over 30 research pa-

BOG-MUL

Minhaj
Univer-
sity’s
Recent
Confer-
ence: A
Step To-
wards
Peace
and
Under-
standing

pers and discussed core themes such as under-
standing misinterpretations in religious texts,
key principles of Qur'anic exegesis, misinter-
pretations of jihad, and clarifying misapplications of
Dar al-Harb. Prominent figures included former Mal-
divian President Dr. Muhammad Waheed Hassan and
renowned counterterrorism expert Dr. Rohan Gunarat-
na. Dr. Qadri’s address called for sustained scholarly en-
gagement to address nuanced aspects of religious texts
and praised the conference’s role in advancing under-
standing across faiths. Minhaj University Lahore con-
tinues its mission to foster cross-cultural understanding
and counter harmful misconceptions at both local and
international levels, The conference explored the core
themes and insights: Understanding Misinterpretations
in Religious Texts: Religious scholars often adapt texts
over time, leading to interpretations that differ from
the original context, inadvertently fueling misunder-
standings; Key Principles of Quranic Exepesis: Effective
Quranic exegesis requires a deep understanding of his-
torical, geographical, and psychological contexts; Misin-
terpretations of Jihad: Jihad in Islam signifies a spiritual
and ethical struggle for justice and social reform, not
violent warfare; Interpreting Controversial Qur'an-
ic Terms and Concepts: Key phrases in the Qurian are
often misunderstood, and accurate interpretations are
essential to prevent misapplications; Clarifying Misap-
plications of Dar al-Harb; Extremist misinterpretations
of Dar al-Harb have led to misconceptions about its ap-
plication, and traditional Islamic jurisprudence classi-
fies regions based on peace and security rather than reli-
gious governance alone; and Rethinking the Concept of
Khilafa. The conference reflects a growing recognition
of the need to reassess and reinterpret religious texts to
mitigate the risks of violence in the name of faith. The
persistent misapplication of religious doctrines, particu
larly in relation to political violence, poses significant
challenges to global peace. By creating a platform for

dialogue and scholarly engagement, Minhaj University
seeks to counteract the narratives that often lead to ex-
tremism and violence.

, Dr. Qadri, emphasized inmy keynote, the importance
Infcnntextualjnrterpretaﬁnnufre]iginuste:-:ts.wam’ng

against the dangers of out-of-context readings that can
fuel extremism. [ also argued that many violent interpre-
tations of religious doctrine stem from a fundamental
misiinderstanding of the original texts, which can lead
individuals to justify acts of violence under the guise of
religious obligation. I further stressed religious scholars
to take on a proactive role in ensuring that interpreta-
tions of religious texts are grounded in the foundation-
al principles of their respective faithsand advocated for
sustained scholarly engagement to address the nuanced
aspects of religious texts, fostering an environment where
peace and understanding prevail over conflict. The con-
ference encompassed a wide range of themes aimed at
unraveling the complexities of religious misinterpreta-
tions. Over 30 research papers were presented, tackling
issues such as the misinterpretations of jihad, the prind-
ples of Quranic exegesis, and the clarifications surround-
ing concepts like Dar al-Harb. One of the core themes of
the conference was the understanding of misinterpreta-
tions in religious texts. Religious texts are often adapted
over time, which can lead to interpretations that diverge
significantly from their original meanings. This phenom-
enon has contributed to widespread misunderstandings,
fostering divisions and conflict among different commu-
nities. Scholars stressed the need for a thorough histori-
cal and contextual understanding to accurately interpret
these texts. Effective Qur'anic exegesis requires a com-
prehensive understanding of the historical, geographi-
cal, and psychological contexts in which the verses were
revealed. Conference participants emphasized that a su-
perficial reading of the Quran can lead to misinterpreta-
tions that fail to consider the socio-political conditions
of the time. A robust exegetical framework is essential
for deriving meaningful and relevant insights from the
text, allowing for interpretations that align with contem-
porary values of justice and peace. One of the most con-
tentious issues addressed at the conference was the mis-
interpretation of jihad. Traditionally, jihad is understood
as a spiritual and ethical struggle for justice and social
reform, rather than a mandate for violent warfare. The
distortion of this concept has led to a dangerous narrative
that equates jihad with terrorism. Scholars at the confer-
ence argued for a re-evaluation of this term to emphasize
its original meanings, focusing on the inner struggle for
righteousness and justice rather than its violent misap-
plications. Key phrases and concepts within the Quran
are often subject to misinterpretation. The conference
underscored the importance of accurate interpretations
to prevent the misapplication of these terms in justifying
acts of violence. Scholars presented various frameworks
for interpreting controversial concepts, highlighting the
need for rigorous scholarly debate and collaboration
among, religious leaders and academics. The concept of
Dar al-Harb, which traditionally refers to terri tories not
governed by Islamic law, has been subject toThe concept
of Dar al-Harb, which traditionally refers to terri tories
not governed by I[slamic law, has been subject to ex-
tremist misinterpretations. This misapplication has con

tributed to a climate of fear and hostility towards those liv-
ing in non-Islamic regions. Scholars pointed out that tra-
ditional Islamic jurisprudence classifies regions based on
peace and security, rather than solely on religious govern-
ance. By clarifying these distinctions, the conference aimed
to foster a more accurate understanding of international
relations from an Islamic perspective. Finally, the confer-
ence called for a rethinking of the concept of Khilafa (cali-
phate) within the modern context. The notionof a caliphate
has often been co-opted by extremist groups to legitimize
their actions. However, scholars argued that the caliphate,
in its original sense, was a system of governance focused on
justice, welfare, and commumnity, rather than a tool for po-
litical domination. By revisiting the foundational principles
of Khilafa, religious leaders can offer a more peaceful and
constructive vision of governance that aligns with contem-
porary democratic valies. The conference featured a diverse
array of speakers, including prominent figures such as for-
mer Maldivian President Dr. Muhammad Waheed Hassan
and renowned counterterrorism expert Dr. Rohan Gunarat-
na. Their contributions enriched the discussions and un-
derscored the global relevance of the conference’s themes.
Dr. Waheed Hassan highlighted the importance of political
leadership in promoting interfaith dialogue and reconcil-
fation. He argued that leaders must take responsibility for
fostering an environment of tolerance and understanding,
rather than allowing political expediency to fuel religious
extremism. Dr. Gunaratna provided insights into the strat-
egies employed by extremist groups to manipulate religious
sentiments for their agendas. He emphasized the need for
a coordinated global response to combat these narratives,
advocating for a collaborative approach involving scholars,

policymakers, and civil society.

inhaj University Lahore has long been commit-
Mted to fostering cross-cultural understanding and

combating harmful misconceptions about Islam
and other faiths. The university’s initiative to host such a sig-
nificant conference underscores its dedication to addressing
the root causes of religious conflict and promoting peace
at both local and international levels. The university’s ef-
forts align with global trends emphasizing the importance
of dialogue and understanding in an increasingly polarized
world. By engaging scholars and leaders in constructive dis-
cussions, Minhaj University aims to cultivate an academic
environment that promotes critical thinking and challenges
harmful narratives. The international conference on “Poli-
tics and Violence in the Name of Religion” at Minhaj Uni-
versity Lahore marked a significant step towards fostering
peace and understanding in a world often overshadowed by
religious conflict. Through scholarly engagement, critical
discussions, and a commitment to accurate interpretations
of religious texts, the conference has contributed to a broad-
er dialogue on the role of religion in society. As the global
landscape continues to evolve, initiatives like this confer-
ence are essential in promoting a culture of peace, tolerance,
and mutual respect. The insights gained from this gathering
will undoubtedly serve as a foundation for ongoing efforts to
address religious misinterpretations and build a more har-
monious world. The collective commitment of scholars, reli-
gious leaders, and participants is crucial in ensuring that the
dialogue initiated at Minhaj University continues to thrive,
ultimately contributing to a future characterized by under-
standingand collaboration amongdiversefaith communities,
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Prosecutors Standfor Ruleof Law: ChallengedLegalityof Unlawful Orders

n independent prosecution service department
separate from the executive is essential for a fair

and impartial justice system. A recent writ pe-

tition has raised significant concerns about the author-
ity and legality of actions taken by the Secretary Public
Prosecition Punjab. The petitioners, comprising senior
prosecutors, have outlined their grievances and the legal
basis for their challenge, who were appointed through
the Punjab Public Service Commission (PPSC) under
Section 8 of the Punjab Criminal Prosecution Service
(Constitution, Functions and Powers) Act, 2006. Since
their appointment, they have diligently performed
their duties and participated in training programs
conducted by the Centre of Professional De-
velopment of Public Prosecutors (CPD).
On November 13, 2023, Secretary Public
Prosecution Punjab issued a notification
constituting a committee to update and
revise the syllabus for written examina-
tions conducted by the PPSC. On April 3,
2024, the committee recommended a re-
vised syllabus. Surprisingly, Secretary Pub-
lic Prosecution Punjab directed the Director
CPD to arrange written tests and interviews
as a test run of the new syllabus for each cad-
re of prosecutors. This directive aims to as-
' sess and grade already appointed prosecutors
ancher, analyst and the Presi- thy ol written examinations by PPSC. Conse-
dent of All Pakistan Lawyers' quently, a schedule for these tests and interviews

KASHIF MIRZA

The writer is an economist, g

Pederation issued, emails were sent to all Punjab prosecu-

. ; . tors to appear in the written examination as per
presidentpakistanprivate: 1 1oised syllabus. The petitioners prosecutors
schovlsicom have also raised several concerns about the le-

gality and authority of certain actions taken by
Secretary Public Prosecition. The petitioners, who hold
various positions within the Punjab Criminal Prosecu-
tion Service, including Additional Prosecutor General,
Deputy Prosecutor General, District Public Prosecutor,
Deputy District Public Prosecutor, and Assistant Dis-
trict Public Prosecutor, have outlined their grievances
and the legal basis for their challenge. The objection re-
garding the lack of legal authority is also raised by the
petitioners who argued that the impugned orders lack
legal legitimacy and are unsupported by law. The Pros-
ecutor General of Punjab has unequivocally repudiat-
ed the unauthorized examination of prosecutors. The
impugned actions wundermine the independence and
aitonomy of the Punjab Criminal Prosecution Service,
leaving the petitioners with no alternative but to invoke
the extraordinary constitutional jurisdiction of the Hon-
ourable Court. There’s also Violation of the Prosecution
Service Act, 2006, through .
the impugned orders which St
violate specific provisions of .._.t
the Prosecution Service Act, &

An independ-
ent prosecu-
tion service
department

separate from
the executive
is essential
for a fair and
impartial jus-
tice system.
Pakistan can

1"'*'
- 1._

learn from 3006 The petitioners have a

global best strong prima facie case, with :-' a J- n EE‘E
practices and thebalanceof conveniencein = &= “bio

strengthen their favor, as the impugned =55k T

orders are issued without le-
gal authority and violate the
established framework of
the Prosecution Service Act,
2006.

As the Act establishes an in-
dependent prosecution ser-
vice, separate from the exec-
utive, to ensure prosecutorial
independence and effective
coordination ~ within  the

its prosecu-
tion service
department’s
autonomy
and inde-
pendence to
ensure im-
partiality and
fairness in
prosecutions.

. LI

criminal justice system. According to Section 5(2) and Sec-
tion & of the Act, the administration of the service vests in
the Prosecutor General, not the Secretary Public Prosecu-
tion. Precedents Supporting Petitioners’ Claims including a
Supreme Court judgment in the case of “Province of Sindh
through Chief Secretary Sindh and others VS Prosecutor
General Sindh Etc” (2012 SCMR. 307), which declared that
the Prosecutor General is the competent authority over
public prosecutors. The Secretary Public Prosecution has
no authority to interfere in the administration of the pros-
ecution service. This judgment is binding under Article
189 of the Constitution of Pakistan and was followed by
the Honourable Court in WP No. 5336/2020 titled "Umer
Farooq Vs Government of the Punjab through Chief Sec-
retary Etc”. Interestingly, theres also inconsistency with
Examination Requirements that Section 8 of the Punjab
Prosecutors Act, read with the Punjab Criminal Prose-
cution Service (Conditions of Service) Rules, 2007, stip-
ulates that written examinations are required only at the
time of initial appointment or promotion. There is no legal
requirement to assess or grade already appointed prose-
cutors, having been inducted through competitive exam-
inations conducted by PPSC. The impugned orders lack
legal legitimacy and are unsupported by law. Resultant,
the Prosecutor General of Punjab has also repudiated the
unauthorized examination of prosecutors, due to the lack
of jurisdiction of the Secretary Public Prosecution which
the petitioners duly referenced with previous judgments
and orders, such as WF. No. 22545/2022 and W.P. No.
51440/2020, where the Honourable Court assumed juris-
diction and suspended operations of similar orders passed
by the Secretary Public Prosecution, underscoring the Sec-
retary’s lack of lawful authority in such matters. No doubt
the petitioners, being public servants, lack alternative rem-
edies, necessitating the invocation of constitutional juris-
diction to safeguard the independence and integrity of the
Prosecution Service. As per law, the Prosecutor General is
the competent authority over public prosecutors, and the
Secretary Public Prosecution has no authority in this re-
gard. Its also a violation of the Prosecition Service Act,
2006, which establishes an independent prosecution ser-
vice separate from the executive.

An independent prosecution service department separate
from the executive is a crucial component of a fair and
impartial justice system. Globally, many countries have
established such departments to ensure prosecutorial in-
dependence and autonomy. Benefits of an independent
prosecution Service: Ensures impartiality and fairness
in prosecutions; Prevents political interference and bias;
Enhances public trust and confidence in the justice sys

tem; Promotes accountability and transparency; and Encour-
ages independent decision-making and autonomy. Whereas,
the effects of an Independent Prosecution Service: Increased
independence and autonomy for prosecutors; Improved public
perception of the justice system; Enhanced credibility and legit-
imacy of prosecutions; Reduced political interference and bias;
and strengthened rule of law and democratic governance. In
contrast, Pakistan’s prosecution service department faces chal-
lenges in asserting its independence, highlighting the need for
reform and strengthening its autonomy. Most countries, such
as the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and
South Africa, have an independent prosecution service depart-
ment separate from the executive. These departments are head-
ed by a Director of Public Prosecutions or an Attorney Gen-
eral, who is responsible for making independent decisions on
prosecutions. In Pakistan, the prosecution service department
is headed by the Secretary Public Prosecution, who is a bureau-
crat and not a prosecutor, leading to a lack of autonomy and
independence. The key difference between Pakistan and other
countries is the level of independence and autonomy granted
to the pros ecution service department. In Pakistan, the prose-
cution service departmentis under the control of the executive,
which can lead to political interference and bias in prosecu-
tions. In contrast, countries with independent prosecution ser-
vice departments have a clear separation of powers, ensuring
that prosecutions are free from political influence and bias, If
we analyse, we can see that the these prosecutors were appoint-
ed through the Punjab Public Service Commission (PPSC) un-
der Section 8 of this Act. Punjab Criminal Prosecution Service
(Constitution, Functions and Powers) Act, 2006, which empha-
sizes the establishment of an independent prosecution service,
separate from the executive, to ensure prosecutorial independ-
ence. These prosecitors already have participated in training
programs conducted by Centre of Professional Development
ofPublic Prosecutors (CPD). So, the impugned notification has
no legal strength and unnecessary. Precedents also supporting
petitioners’ claims, the Supreme Court Judgment in the case of
“Province of Sindh through Chief Secretary Sindh and others
VS Prosecutor General Sindh Etc” (2012 SCMR 307), already
declared that the Prosecutor General is the competent author
ity over public prosecutors, and the Secretary Public Prosecu-
tion has no authority in this regard. The Honourable Court
followed the Supreme Court’s judgment in W.P No. 5336/2020
titled "Umer Farooq Vs Government of the Punjab through
Chief Secretary Btc.” The Court’s order in W.P. No. 22545/2022,
and the pending W.E. No. 514402020, also affirm the Secretary
Public Prosecution’s lack of authority. Section 8 of the Punjab
Prosecutors Act, read with the Punjab Criminal Prosecution
Service (Conditions of Service) Rules, 2007, stipulates that
written examinations are required only at the time of initial ap-
pointment or pmmutmn No doubt, Prosecutors stand for rule
: . of law and rightly challenged the
legality of unlawful orders of the
Secretary Public Prosecution, and
' indeed Punjab Criminal Prosecu-
¥, tion Service Act, 2006, also em-
" phasizes the establishment of an
independent prosecution service,
separate from the executive, to en-
.~ " sure prosecutorial independence.
'.. c . n conclusion, an independent
prosecution service department
| separate from the executive is
" essential for a fair and impartial
justice system. Pakistan can learn
from global best practices and
- strengthen its prosecution service
departments autonomy and in-
! dependence to ensure impartial-
ity and fairness in prosecutions.
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Pakistan needs educational reforms for the knowledge economy

Kashif Mirza
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The political par-
ties must prom-
ise and honour

their commit-
ment of election
manifestos to en-
hance education
budget at least
by 5% of GDP.
Educational re-
forms must be to
cultivate equita-
ble learning envi-
ronments, where
every student
can access gual-
ity education and
excel, without
any gender dis-
crimination and
class discrimina-
tion for the base
of knowledge
economy.

akistan’s journey toward a knowledge econonty
through educational revitalization is a complex
but necessary one. The steps taken today in revi-
talizing education for building the foundation for
a Knowledge economy will determine the path Pa-
kistan treads tomorrow. The progress of a country or a nation
depends on better reforms for quality education. The knowl-
edge econony is a construct of a neo-liberal imaginary that
is linked closely to the promotion of educa-
tional technology use in schools. In the
belief that educational technology can
assist in the rapid development and
modernisation of the education
systems in Pakistan. Education, is,
therefore, considered as a pre-req-
uisite for combating poverty, rais-
ing productivity, improving living
conditions, and making enlight-
ened citizens. Education has always
been the major concern of successive
governments in Pakistan since its incep-
tion. But no successful headway has been made
in the field of education as half-hearted attempts have
been made in the past and the situation has assumed
an alarming proportion, that why the mandate to im-
plement the provision of Article 25-A of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan couldn’t fulfil under which the
state is obligated to provide free and compulsory
education to all children of the age of 5 to 16 years
in such a manner as determined by law. Article 25-
Al says that the State shall provide free and com-
pulsory education to all children of the age of five to
sixteen years in such manner as may be determined
by law. Whereas, Article 25-A, Article 37-B and Ar-
ticle 38-B are all give guarantee for the protection of
educational rights. Under the 18th Constitutional
Amendment, Education has been devolved to the
provinces which are responsible for the award of education up
to intermediate level. By fulfilling and implementing Articles
22 (1) and 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan on the right to
education without discrimination, is a fundamental constitu-
tional obligation and a pressing need for improving founda-
tional literacy, and the quality of education. It is not possible to
implement articles 20, 22 (1), and 25-A of the constitution in
letter and spirit unless related laws and policies are made like-
wise. But, unfortunately, Pakistan is faced with the challenge of
25 million children out of schoolin the age group of 5-16 years
and around 2 million children are estimated to be added every
year. There are clear constitutional provisions: Article 25-A,
37-B and 38-B, our commitment to the MDG and SDG where
our failures are palpable. While there is no dearth of excellent
plans and proposals in the varicus national education policies
since 1947 and provincial and area development plans, imple-
mentation is the weakest area. All Pakistan Education Con-
ference was organised in Movember 1947, just three months
after the creation of the country. Quid e Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinmah clearly asked for target-oriented interventions in
the education sector. Quid Azam said we need to focus on
scientific and technological education to compete on a global
level and reap the benefits of modern economic structure, Pol-
icy reforms continued during the 1970s, 1980s, 19205 and are
still ongoing. In 1984, the government introduced a two-year
comprehensive plan to increase the literacy rate in the country.
Then, a series of education policy documents were introduced
one after another, setting new targets and extending the pre-
viously-set dates. These policies included the 1970 Education
Policy, the 1979 Education Policy, the 1998 Education Policy,
the Framework of Action 2000, the Millennium Development
Goals 2001, the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 2003, the
Medium-Term Development Framework 2005-2010 and the
2010, and 2021 Education Policies. Moreover, the projects like
Education Sector Reforms Programs, Afternoon School, Igra
projects, Mosque projects, NGOs Volunteer Literacy Corps
etc. Unfortunately, all these plans and policies could not revo-
lutionise the education sector. Among other factors, one of the
main reasons is the experimentation of the povernment with
the education sector. The existing Primary Education scenar-
io presents a dismal picture. As per latest population census,
the total number of children in age group 5 to 16 has risen
to 75.4 million out of which 25.36 million are out of school
All of these documents had set some major targets in terms
of literacy, gender equality, teacher education, and qualitative
improvements in education. Most of these targets have yet to
be achieved. There are a number of factors that frustrate the
proper implementation of policies. These factors have academ-
ic, political, social, and management dimensions. The major
challenge is to enroll this large number of out of school chil-
dren in age group 5 to 16. Related to this, there are challenges
of availability of quality of teachers, school and basic facilities,
quality curriculum and text books. The gaps of infrastructure,
teachers, budget and quality education still persist.
Reforms in any sector always need consultations with different
stakeholders to lead the way to ownership, which is an im-
portant condition for successful implementation. After 2010,
the 18th amendment in the 1973 constitution of Pakistan the
slogan of civilian governance compulsory education for the
children from apges five to sixteen (free education for all). Here
millions of children still have not registered in education to
achieve the target. There are so many other flops like relipious
factors and sectarian violence. Through 18th Amendment the
school education is the subject of provincial matter. Whole re-
forms and policies in the education sector since 1947 to 2023
on common point agenda that is to be formulated reforms and
policies operationalize on Islamic Ideology of Pakistan. How-
ever, most education reforms in Pakistan are directly imported
from abroad. These reforms aren’t discussed with the stake-
holders invobred. Most of these reforms are conceived outside
Pakistan by donors. Some examples of these schemes inchade
pilot schools, comprehensive school initiatives, education sec-
tor reforms (ESR), and Daanish schools. Most of the educa-
tional reforms announced in Pakistan lack strong political will
from decision-makers at the high level. The rulers make edu
cational claims for self-projection to earn goodwill among vot-
ers. Some of these claims are ridiculously unrealistic. Indeed,

the education budget allocations decreased over time and is
now arcund 1.7 percent of GDFE due to the lack of priorities,
improper planning, without a suitable roadmap of action, and
lack of required resources to begin with. A very recent example
is the devolution of education to the provinces after the 18th
amendment in the constitution. Another important reason
for making such claims and then forgetting about them is that
there is no accountability system. Political leaders that they can
make tall claims and get away with it. The discontinuation of
policies from one government to another often leads to abor-
tive endings for some useful initiatives. Instead of focusing on
the effective implementation of existing education policies,
every new government decides to come up with a brand new
policy. Consequently, we find a number of official documents,
policies, and plans in Pakistan with useful recommendations.
Although, all main political parties claimed and promised for
minimum 5% of the GDP to invest in the education sector, but
failed to fulfil their election manifesto promises. ANP aimed
to allocate at least 6% of the GDP to education, but failed to
implement in it's provincial tenure. MQM proposed to in-
crease education expenditure from 2.2% to 5% of the GDF, but
also failed to implement in it’s collusion governments tenures.
Whereas, PPP committed for 4.5 per cent of GDP to educa-
tion but always failed to implement. PML-I, PML-Q and PTI
also committed for dramatically increase funding from 2.1 %
to 5% funding, but couldn’ spent more than 1.7 percentage
of GDP The educational reforms and policy of civil-military
governance regimes 1999-2018 of Pakistan with a major focus
education for all, introducing technical education and Madaris
reforms to achieve 80% literacy rate. These education sector
reforms did not fruitful due to involvement of bureaucrats for
making policies and ignored educationist in the relevant field
specialists. However, in the last 7-decade all governance stress
to increase literacy and primary education compulsory. But it
remained on file papers only. Only in the Gen. Zia ul Haq and
Gen. Pervaiz Musharafs tenures, we can say that education-
al policies and reforms achieved their set of targets. During
Zia and Musharraf governments, the education schemes aims
and objectives in Pakistan are to be educate the philosophy of
sympathetic and background the path to attain its nationwide
objectives.

It is obvious that our education system needs structural re-
forms to ensure the quality of our graduates. Our education
must be a part of knowledge economy based service industry
and manufacturing sector. Industry based on knowledge econ-
omy with skills development and non formal education must
be introduced at schools with the help of private sector. These
forward and backward linkages in the skills market will ensure
decent jobs, good remuneration and employment to educate
youith, Situation which emerges from the gap analysisis alarm-
ing as Pakistan is faced with the challenge of 25 million out of
school children in the age group of 5 to 16 years and around 2
million children are estimated to be added every year. Budget
provision needs to be enhanced from present 1.7% of GDP to
5% of GDP It would need to be ensured that funds are proper-
by utilized and are not lapsed or allocated to other sectors. An
annual increase of 25% in the existing budget of provinces and
areas would be required to reach the targets. Mew 200,000 for-
mal schools with 2.5 million teachers are required to meet the
existing gap and future needs. Moreover, teachers need to be
trained and equipped with latest teaching techniques on regu-
lar basis. Currently, artificial intelligence has surpassed human
capacities. Given Pakistan weak economy, the prevalence of
poverty prevents a significant portion of its population from
accessing schools and colleges. Therefore, efforts for reforms to
promote a knowledpe economy are the wisest decision of our
time. It will also strengthen Pakistan’s capability to innovate,
adapt and create indigenous technology and design, develop
and market new products; thereby providing the foundation
for local growth. In addition, the knowledge and technolo-
gy-based economy will complement and accelerate the change
from an input-driven to a productivity-driven growth strat-
egy. which is a major policy thrust initiated under the Plan.
Six modern technologies are considered highly important
such as computers, micro-electronics, human-made materi-
als, telecommunications, biotechnology and robotics. These
technologies will make paradigm shift in businesses through-
out world. knowledge economy based on creating, evaluating,
and trading knowledge. In a knowledge economy, labour costs
become progressively less important and traditional econom-
ic concepts such as scarcity resources and economics of scale
cease to apply. The four pillars for knowledge economy are:
Economic and Institution management; Education and Skill;
Information and Communication Infrastructure; and Innowva-
tive System Le. Research. Theknowledge economy focused on
the production and management of knowledge in the frame of
economic constraints, or to a knowledge-based economy. The
government should arrange enough funds and improved syl-
labus with innovative ideas for the growth of knowledge econ-
omy for the young peneration. In the fast-changing world of
today, underdeveloped nations have no chance of joining the
larger competitive mainstream. Teachers are the most impor-
tant element in the whole education system, ity education
can only be achieved through quality teachers. Basic facilities
like school buildings, electricity, laboratories and drinking wa-
ter are necessities for education. Curricula of school education
do not fulfill the requirements of technological era. Teachers
learn this curriculum only for degree, but not for knowledge.
Onir school curricula do not match and prepare for knowledge
economy for the students for the market Better quality text
books at affordable prices are necessary for promoting Pakistan
in knowledge based society. It needs to be ensured that teach-
ers go and work in remote areas for teaching duty. Incentive to
teachers be provided in the shape of promotions related to their
performance. Basic facilities missing in the existing schools
must be provided on a fast track so that all schools and build-
ings are fully functional. Incentives need to be provided to poor
parents to send their children to school as one of the primary
reasons for large number of students being out of school is that
poor parents cannot afford to send their children to school and
pay school fee and bear expenses to school books and uniform.
The incentive programme may include waiver of school fee,
provision of free text books and payment of stipends for poor
students. All above measures require substantial increase in

expenditure on education. As formal school system is mot in
aposition to cope with the growing demand of knowledge
economy, skills development and non formal ways of education
should also be adopted such as non formal schools, commumni ty
schools and public private partnership. It is also critical that dou-
ble shifts are introduced in all schools where sufficient numbers
of stiudents are available to ensure enrolment and education for
each and every child.Its implementation would also require ad-
ditional recruitment of teachers and staff with budget. A mer-
it based management with enhanced funding 50 % annually is
recommended to expand the network to meet the requirement.
Among the long term measures, quality education is very im-
portant. A well thought out practical and doable intervention
framework needs to be worked out to ensure quality education
in the long run. The quality and standardization of curriculum
for knowledge economy are important challenges which require
our attention and Federal Government and the concerned Min-
istry alomg with provincial representatives should undertake
immediate review and up-pradation measures in this regard.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to declare education emer-
gency, and award minimum 10-year amenity and tax exemp-
tions for investing in education sector and for establishing new
educational institutions. Under the housing laws, each housing
society is under obligation to earmark amenity plots for com-
munity service but usually maost of these plots are leased out to
commercial purposes. It is recommended that directions may be
issued to the housing societies to give these plots at subsidized
rates for the establishment affordable schools. Since the numbers
are so large, and the private sector is already involved on a major
scale, the role of regulatory bodies needs to be made more effec-
tive with the positive approach by facilitating the private sector
with integrity and merit. Government in consultation with the
representatives of Deeni Madaris should devise a programme for
imparting formal education. This would entail capacity build-
ing at the provincial and district level so that funds can be prop-
erly utilized and are not lapsed or allocated to other sectors.

As per All Pakistan Private Schools Federation's data and Paki-
stan Education Statistics 2020-21, private educational institutions
are serving sizeable number of students (56%) with 269 mil-
lion students, 1.5 million teachers and 207,000 private schools.
While acknowledging the contribution of private schools in im-
parting education to large number of school going children, the
Government should support and facilitate private schools to ra-
tionalize the fee structure and to enroll at best level. Knowledge
economy based target-oriented imterventions in the education
sector required. We need to focus on sdentific and technologi-
cal education to compete on a global level and reap the benefits
of modern economic structure. The youth maust be focused on
their education because it is a prerequisite for personal growth
and nation-building, and should not forget that we have to com-
pete with the world which is moving very fast in this direction.
A big jump in the establishment of new schools in the private
and public sector, recruitment, and training of large number of
teachers, furniture, etc. is required. Ghost and non functional
schools may be made functional. Basic facilities missing in the
existing schools will have to be provided on a fast track. Howev-
er the public schools may also facilitate the non formal schools
in the evening. Best practices in commumnity schools, non-formal
schools, public private partnership, and voucher scheme can be
shared by the provinces and expanded for enhanced targets. A
minimum of 50% annual increase in number under these pro-
jects is essential to supplement private and govt’s efforts. The pri-
vate entrepreneurs and individuals should be encowraged and
given incentives to open new schools and adopt schools for in-
frastructure development and provision of necessary facilities.
The incentives could be in the shape of tax amenities and rebates
or attribution of private schools for at least 10-year. In order to
utilize the important sub-sector of education i.e. Deeni Madaris,
the Government in consultation with their representatives should
devise a programme for imparting formal education. The work
of Mational Commission for Human Development (NCHD) and
Basic Education Community School (BECS) for promoting lit-
eracy and enrolling out of school children has been noteworthy
in the past. A merit based management with enhanced funding
50% annually should be expanded the network, to meet the re-
quirement. Government should undertake immediate review and
up-gradation measures. A special think tank can be constituted
at the national level comprising experts and professionals and its
performance reviewed on a regular basis. In order to prepare the
students for gainful employment opportunities, the Governmemnt
should introduce knowledge economy based skills education hav-
ing avenues for profitable employment. In this regard NAVTCC,
TEVTA and other skill development institutions may be asked
to develop accredited vocational training courses to be imparted
to larger members along with formal education - a manifold in-
crease is needed. Therefore, emphasis should be given to the im-
provement of contents of training courses for enhancing teaching
skills. Education must be deemed as a fundamental element of
Investment, Human Resource {HE) development and the welfare
of the people, to better structure educational institutes to achieve
sustainable growth. The political parties must promise and hon-
our their commitment of election manifestos to enhance educa-
tion budget at least by 5% of GDP. Educational reforms must be
to cultivate equitable learning environments, where every student
can access quality education and excel, without any gender dis-
crimination and class discrimination for the base of knowledge
economy. Schools curricula and textbooks must focus on promot-
ing inclusion, diversity, critical thinking, and learning outcomes.
In any country education shows a key role for the promotion of
economic, political stability and the desire for national identity:
Education means to produce skilled youth force for the help of
economic growth and for a prosperous country. It's also produced
knowledge to committed people, that belief on nation building
on the basis of ideological and developing through future gen-
eration. Public education must be centered on creating inclusive
spaces that empower students to become valuable and participa-
tive members of society. By building on these principles, we must
strive to drive meaningful changes and advancements in our edu-
cation system. The steps taken today in revitalizing education for
building the foundation for a Knowledge econony will determine
the path Pakistan treads tomorrow. The vision is clear to empow-
er itz people with the tools of knowledge based economy and in-
novation, there by securing a prosperous and sustainable future.
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Recommendations for Education Budget: Strateqies for Inc

Kashif Mirza

he federal government in principle has decided 1o declare

a four-year education emergency in the country to tackle
out-of-schoal-children and other pressing |ssues In the

sector. On the directlon of PM of Pakistan, Secretary Ed-

ucation Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani Is bringing improvement to the
education sector which was main the agenda of the federal and pro-
vincial governments. The education ministries in collaboration with
all stakeholders were taking steps to bring improvement,
Educational emergency aims to address the pressing
lusues of out-of-school children, leaarning poverty

andl to provide support to lagging districts across
Pakistan. 115 hi-time (o devise stralegles, Initia-
tives to ensure inclusive, quality education for
all children. Pakistan Education Statistics in its
recent report for 2021-22 pointed out that there
were 26.21 million OOSC in the country. The
report siated that 39pe children in Pakistan were
oul of hool: 11.73 million in Punjab, 7.63m in
Sindh, 3.63m in KB 3.13m in Balochistan and 0,08
million in [slamabad. Pakistan faces a severe education
emergency, with: Besides the OOSC crisis, the country
Is also facing the low lileracy mie of 62pe. Likewise, the
government’s dismal spending of 1.7pc of the Gross

The writer iS an  pomestic Product (GPD) in the education sector is 4
economist, anchor, matter of concern. Similarly, disparity in the avallability
of essential facilities such as toillets, potable water and

MREIYSE S 190 boundary walls in schools in different parts of the coun-
President of All tryisalso a matter of concern. A large nimber of schools
Pakistan Private  across the country, particularly in the peripheries, are
Schools’ Federation without potable water and other basic facilities. With a
commitment to leave no child behind, Education Emer-

erﬁlﬂEﬂ‘lﬁFlki!tﬂll gency underscores Pakistans dedication to bullding a
privateschools.com ... .quitble and prosperous soclety through. There's

Ensure conti-
nuity of learn-
ing by imple-
menting these
strategies and
initiatives,
Pakistan can
address its ed-
ucation emer-
gency, ensur-
ing inclusive
and quality ed-
ucation for all
children. This
will have a
transformative
impact on the
country’s so-
cio-economic
development,
fostering a
more educat-
ed, tolerant,
and prosper-
ous society for
future genera-
tions.

an urgent need to devise effective stralegies and initintives 1o en-
sure inclusive and quality education for all children in Pakistan.
Through targeted interventions and collective actlon, to pave the
way for transformative change in the education sector, fostering a
brighter future for the natlon. The Article 25-A of the Constitution
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan safeguard the Right of Education of
children age 5-16 years. After devolution under 18th Constitution-
al Amendment, the Frovincial Assemblies also enacted the Article
25-A to ensure free and compulsory education to all children and
approved Compulsory Educatlon Acts. Pakistan bs aleo signatory of
Sustainable Development Geals (SDGs) which relerates Pakistan's
pledge to mainstream out-of-school -children (OOSC) by the year
2030, BOSC are mainly divided into two broad categories i.e. never
enrolled, and dropped oul. This legal provision in the constitution
of Pakistan and international commitment shows a strong determi-
nation (o address the challenge of OOSC. Asa pllot project at ICT
may start which [s home to around 52,79 OOSC. Upon success of
addressing OOSC ICT model, may be shared with provinces for
adopting success factors of the programme. There are several dif-
ferent reasons that keep children out of education. These barriers
and bottlenecks can be grouped into ecanomic; soclo-cultural and
supply and demand side barriers. To address this crisis, we must
adopt a approach that prioritizes inclusive and quality education
for all children by Increase Funding: Allocate at least 5% of GDP
towards education; Increase education budget by 20% annually for
the next 5 years. Improve Access: Construct 100,000 new schools
in rural and marginalized areas by 2025; Implement conditional
cash transfers 1o encourage enrollment and retention eg. BISP
program. Teacher Tralning Provide regular training for 100,000
teachers annually; Introduce a national teacher certification pro-
gram. Curriculum Reform: Revise curriculum to emphasize crit-
lcal thinking. creativity, and social skills Incorporate inclusive
education practices and diverse perspectives. Technology Integra-
tion: Provide digital resources and connectivity to 50% of schools
by 2025; Launch a national online leamning platform. Community
Engagement: Establish at least 100,000 education hubs for com-
munity-based learning Foster partnerships with local NGOs and
private sector organisation. Inclusive Education: Launch a national
program for children with disabilities; Implement gender-sensitive
educalion practices. Monitoring and Accountability: Strengthen
monltoring mechanisms and track progress; Hold stakeholders
accountable for results, On the Initiatives side Matlonal Literacy
Program must be launched: Launcha nationwide literacy drive tar-
geting 5 million adules; Provide basic education to 2 milllon out-of-
school children. School Adoption Program: Encourage corporate
and community adoption of 50,000 schools; Provide resources and
suppart for infrastructure and educational needs. Teacher Mentor-
ship: Pair 100,000 experienced teachers with new recruits; Enhance
teaching quality and retention. Education Hubs: Establish 50,000
community-based education hubs; Offer extracurricular activities,
digital resources, and support services. Scholarships and Incen-
tives: Offer 100,000 merit-based schalarships annually; Provide in-
centives for girls’ education and marginalized groups. Public-Pri-
vate Partnerships: Collaborate with private sector organizations to
develop Innovative education solutions; Share resources and en-
hance infrastructure. Education Emergency Fund: Establish a ded-
icated fund to respond to education-related crises, A joint concert-
ed effiort Is required by formal and non-formal sector o address,

stan in various educational and skill training initatives so they can
be mainstreamed and become productive individuals of sodety. We
should utilise existing potential and optimise available educational
infrastructure to provide right to education to OOSC by using varl-
ous formal and non-formal education approaches including evening
shift schooling, allernative and accelerated learning programmes,
skills training and engaging private and non-profit sector actors in
Pakistan. Government must mobilise local communities in formal
and non-formal educational approaches for enhanced local owner-
ship and sustalnability of project interventions. Integration of digital
technology, where possible. in both formal and non-formal delivery
models would be helpful to enhance access, promote retention and
Iimprove learning outcomes of enrolled children. We should provide
adequate professional development opportunities to teachers in for-
mal and non-formal educational settings to Improve delivery of con-
tents and learning levels of learners,

With the better implementation of strategies I's that the expecied pro-
Ject outputs at Pakistan for out-of-school children enrolled by using
existing formal and non-formal educational Infrastructure in Pakistan,
By the help of Public Private Partneship (PPP), enrallment of OOSC
In selected private schools would be very Important. There ls need to
develop PPP criteriato select partners at per child cost, vouchers, ALP
etc. as appropriate. Orientation to private schools, principals, teachers,
educatlonists, service providers, Private Operators, NGOs elc on con-
ducting enrollment campaigns and admitting OOSC would also be
miare impartant for the success to execute enrolment campaign in tar-
get areas and schools. These OOSC can be enrolled through evening
shift schooling, alternative & accelerated learning programmes, con-
struction of additional classrooms, and served through public private
partnership strategies. With the help of special efforts, the community
members of target localities may have enhanced interest in education
of their children and would be ready to facilitate enrolment and learn-
ing continuity of OOSC, Resultant, teachers and Instructors of exist-
ing and new formal and non-formal education schools and centers
will get benefit of the programme in form of training and roles in
campaigning for OOSC among local communities, Moreover, Teach-
ers and Instructors of schools and centers for formal and non-formal
education, skills training, likely o engage in this initiative have access
to online learning platforms for enbanced professional development
prospects. So on the basls on micro household data already availa-
ble 0OSC should be mobilized in local ares for enrolment campalgn
and admissions to private and public schools, FDE, BECS, NEF, and
CSO operated education and training provison platforms. The de-
slgning and printing of IEC materials for the promotional, awareness
and advocacy materials would be helpful for awareness and advocacy.
Moreaver, development of enrolment records In education dala bases
for tracking and follow up must be implemented. Establishment of
Evening Shift Schools will also help to enroll for more OOSC by coor-
dinating with public and private schoals where evening shifis class-
&3 will be offered. Enrolment campaigns should be conducted for the
enrolment of OOSC in selected evening shift schools, and may suc-
cessful by providing free textbooks and learning materials in selected
evening shifi schools of public and private sector, and by Initiating
teaching and learning in selected evening shift schools, monitoring,
supervision and support in selected schools and periodic learning as-
sessment, Government should engage private schools, NGOs, BECS,
NEE NFE Forum, NAVTTC, PEIMA schools, PEF schoals etc in pub-
lic-private partners for its NFE and ALP centers for OOSC through
marking of target localities based on available date-hotspots have al-
ready been marked; and sign-up undesstanding with partner Private
schools, NGOs, private providers and skills imining centers to man-
age NFE and ALP-P centers, Skills training centers in selected local
itles in ICT. By signing contracts with selected private partners for
enrollment, retention, completion and transition of targeted children
Monitoring, supervision and academic support to schools;
Provide support In periodic assessment of learners for recognition of
leamning of learners and continuity of learning to mainsireaming and
iransition. Moreover, improvement may raise by conducting enroll-
ment campalgns in target areas for enrollment of DOSC; and Initiating
teaching and learning in targeted NFE and ALP cenlers, with moni-
toring, supervision and academic support o targeted NFE and ALP
centers. Data management of NFE and ALP centers using NFEMIS
(non-formal education management information system) for record
keeplng, analysis and tracking of children would be important. The e
community members of the targetEd localities should be engaged in
Interest facilitation in enrolment of OOSC In ICT by providing arl-
entation to parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) in existing schools
anid centers on enrollment and retention of OOSC. Establishment of
new PTAs or local education committees (LECs) In NFE and ALP
centers or private schools would be beneficial to engage local people
in school affalrs. Use of social mobilization strategy to bulld capacity
and tralning of local people and members of PTAs and LECs, would
also bebeneficial There is 4 need (o hold regular periodic meetings in
targeted schools and centers and record minutes and decisions on reg-
ulabasis; develop and implement school and center development plan
to enroll and retain O05C and develop target schools consistently;
make sure that PTAs and LECs are positively engaged In identifica-
tion of OOSC, their enrollment and retention as well as follow up in
case children drop-out; provide training manuals for the teachers and
instructors; hold training sesslons execute dassroom based academic
monltoring, mentoring and support Lo Improve quality of teaching

usive and Quality Education for A

& learning; and use of classroom observation data and assessment of
learners’ diata to make dedsion for inputs for teachers and tallor train-
ing manuals and ascademic support will be supportive and important.
The priority must be given to engage Formal Educational Instiiutions
(FEI) for further campaigning in nearbyy radius of schools for admit-
ting OOSC in school age brackets and developing a student tracking
system for timely enrolment of children to ensure not only admsslons
but their retention also to ensure significant reduction in drop oul
numbers. Expansion of Non-Formal Education and Skills Training
system for enralment of OOSC In over-age brackets. Under NFE, al-
ternative and accelerated leamning programs (ALPs) should be used (o
offer fast-track learning for overage out of schoal children. A project
coordination cell should be established at MaFEPT, all the provin-
clal education ministries and FIE to coordinate, monitor and report
the progress of implementation of the proposed intervention. The
National Steering Committee should be constituted of MoFEPT and
all the provincial education ministries, and shall comprise members
from public, private, formal and non-formal supply side partners. The
moniioring should ensure close coordination between Lhe key players,
which indicates that this initiative will describe its impact o reduce
poverty and empower the vulnerable groups and some target groups
such as youth, especially girls.

Government mist be determined and fociused on the targets of SDG-
4 1o ensure Inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities. By 2030, to ensure that all girls and
boys complete free, equitable and quality primary education leading
to relevant and effective leamning outcomes; eliminate gender dispar-
ities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education
and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with
disabilities, indigenous peoples, and children in vulnerable situations.
Though some challenges like migrating and transitioning families will
always remain there and keep moving the needle of OOSC counts.
The OOSC challenge is aligned with supporting the Government ef-
forts to ensure ol -of-school children aged 5 to 16 years and over-age
have access to formal and non-formal education and skills training by
2025, To avold risk st management the strategies should be adopted to
minimize the potential risks to mitigate them amicably. All federal and
provincial governments should allocate sufficient budget for school
education; the Development programme through PSDP should be al-
located funds for construction of additional classrooms and provision
of salaries for teachers to accommodate OOSC; the rate of influx in
urban and rural areas is more than 15%, planning should be made to
establish more schools as per population density; the student unique
ID and tracking system should be developed to enroll the age group
of students and retaln them Ull completion of programme. An ear-
ly warning system should be devised to check the drop out of stu-
dents. Moreover, the refugees are residing in Kachi Abbadies and are
lacking 1Ds and difficult to enroll them, The UNHCR is consultation
with District Administration should create a unique 1D for thelr en-
rolment. Although the overall risks are low but current avallability of
connectivity and Education Technology may assist further inadopting
an ALP path for learners coming from weaker or no learning back-
grounds as well as limited time capacity to attend such facilities. Social
mobilization is crucial to strengthen and further form and strengihen
parent-teacher associations (PTAs) and Local Education Committees
(LECs). Existing PTAs operating in FDE run formal schools should be
given orientation to gain their support in enrollment and retention. At
the same time, new PTAs or LECs should be formed in new NFE, ALP
and Skills centers to be by NFE providers, NGOs, NCHD,
BECS and NEF, The members of these LECs should be trained using
social mobllization manual 1o gain their support In enrolment, reten-
tion and learning of COSC, Recrultment and training of teachers and
instructors for NFE, ALP. Skills centers in particular, while existing
teachers of FDE and other stakeholders should be given orlentatlon
on enrollment and retention of OOSC. Newly recrulted teachers
should be trained through induction trainings and contents, while the
same teachers should recelve follow up tralnings. Monltoring, men-
toring and dassroom-based support during the process of eaching &
learning should be carried out using structured tools and checklists by
the trained field staff, monitors and mentors. Data generated through
monitoring and mentoring activities should be analyzed periodical-
by and be used to design and supply inputs to improve administra-
tion and quality of teaching & learning. Data management in formal
public and private schools and non-formal education centers (ALPs)
should be equally focused through updating formal schools. Data of
all target learners should be regularly and periodically entered, updat-
ed and analyzed and periodic reports should be genemied and be used
in decision making of the project activities Wheteas, assessment,
certification and learning continuity of learners enrolled in targeted
schools and centers should be carried out systematically. Assessments
formative and summative should be carried out periodically and be
used (o improve teaching & learning and promote leamers in vertical
grades, followed by certification, so as the learners could seek adimis-
sions in case they are transferred and mainstreamed in other schools.
In addition, learners who will complete basic education cycle primary
or middle, should be transited to next levels of education. Ensure con-
tinuity of learning by Implementing these strategles and initiatives,
Pakistan can address its education emergency, ensuring inclusive and
quallty education for all children. This will have a transformative im-
pact on the country's soclo-economic development. fostering a more
educaled, tolerant, and prosperous soclety for future generations.
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Unbreakable Bond: PM and COAS'’s China-Visit Reinforces Time-Tested Ties
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Indeed,
China-Paki-
stan Friend-

shipis a
Rock-Solid
partnership
endures as
leadership

strength-
ens bilat-
eral bonds,
and a lega-
cy of trust
which Cel-
ebrates un-
wavering
cooperation
and mutual
support for
each other.

nomic interdependence, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif along with Army Chief General Asim Munir’s recent
visit to China is a landmark moment in Pakistan-Chinas
long-standing relationship. Army Chief General Asim Mu-
nir is a visionary leader and the main membe of the Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), a body created to at-
tract foreign investment to Pakistan. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif paid his first official visit to China after taking office
tor a second term. China’s President Xi Jinping met Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Beijing, days before Paki-
stan presents its annual budget and applies for a
niew International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan.
More than the technicalities, China’s invest-
ment in Pakistan is driven by consider-
ations of strategy. The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) symbuolis-
es this relationship. Moreover, Pakistan
has fully endorsed the Chinese position
on Taiwan, and China has confined itself
to repeating its old position on the main-
tenance of peace and stability in South Asia.
This includes the joint opposition to unilateral
changes in the region - a veiled reference to In-
diak deletion of article Article 370. Pakistans lo-
cation on the Arabian Sea gives it strategic impor-
tance for China, providing an overland route out
towards the Gulf of Aden and onto the Suez Ca-
nal, and enabling Chinese ships to avoid the po-
tential chokepoint of the Malacca Strait. China, as
always, firmly support Pakistan and safeguard its
national sovereignty and territorial integrity and
the two countries’ all-weather strategic partner-
ship had broad development prospects. Beijing
is willing to work with Islamabad to build an up-
graded version of an economic corridor linking
the two countries, China’s leader Xi Jinping told
visiting Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Pakistan is in the middle of a debt crisis. As such, Sharif’s
government is expected to seek at least $6 billion under a
new IMF programme after it presents its annual budget. And
the $27 billion or so that Pakistan owes China, according to
World Bank data, is central to this next round of discussions
with the fund. Xi also said that China would also help Pa-
kistan with its economic and social development. The IMF
in May opened discussions on the new loan after Islamabad
completed a short-term $3 billion programme, which helped
stave off a sovereign debt default last summer. Pakistan owes
China almost 13% of its total debt, which was taken on to pay
for infrastructure projects over the years and other types of
spending. Beijing has lent Islamabad almost twice as much as
its second- and third-ranked multilateral lenders, the World
Bank and the Asian Development Bank, to which Pakistan
owes $16.2 billion and $13.7 billion respectively. Chinese
firms have also invested a further $14 billion in Pakistan
since a new economic corridor connecting their countries
was announced in the summer of 2013 as part of Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s flapship Belt and Road Initiative, data
from the American Enterprise Institute think tank shows.
Maost of that investment was made by Chinese state-owned
energy companies financing fossil-fuel and nuclear power
plants, as well as logistics routes under construction connect-
ing Gwadar Port in the Arabian Sea with the Xinjiang region
in China’s northwest. Xi told Sharif that their two countries
shaould focus on promoting the joint construction of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor, and Chinese and Pakistani
firms 31 memoranda of understanding covering technology
agriculture, trade, energy, coal and pasification, according
to Pakistan’s commerce ministry.
Baut the Chinese leader, also called
on his guest to step up efforts to
ensure the security of Chinese
projects in the country. PM Sha-
rif pledged to ensure the safety of
Chinese workers in Pakistan. The
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor includes building and improv-
ing roadsand rail systems to link §
western China’s Xinjiang region §
to Pa kistan® Gwadar port on the
Arabian sea. It is part of Xi% Belt &
and Road Initiative to increase
trade by building infrastructure §
around the world. Beijing is will-
ing to work with Islamabad to
build an upgraded version of an
economic corridor linking the

In a world of shifting geopolitical alignments and eco-
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around the world. Beijing is willing to work with Islamabad to
build an upgraded version of an economic corridor linking the
two countries. China has emerged as Pakistan’s largest lend-
er with a credit of $27 billion to the country. The World Bank
comes a distant second with §14 billion, while ADB has lent
$13 billion. There is a link between IMF lending and Chinese
credit.

The IMF wants to be sure that the fresh money it injects into
Pakistan’s economy is not simply used to clear up Chinak dues.
This requires a Chinese commitment to roll over existing debt
payments. The IMF wants this to be done not simply till the
year’s end, but until the end of the 3-year credit facility Pa-
kistan is seeking. Pakistan’s current year budget is based on
a growth projection of 3.5 %. The country follows a July-to-
June budget cycle. Borrowing is needed not simply to cover
the balance of payments gap, but to finance the budpet. The
prospect of launching the second phase of the CPEC. The first
phase was touted to bring $46 billion. Instead, the net inflow
was $25 billion. Pakistan would like China to finance a sec-
ond phase for the upgrading of the CPEC. CPEC deals with
long-term programs and projects. This is not a panacea for Pa-
kistans economic problems which require budget support and
balance of payment in the short run. Most of CPEC funding is
in the form of credit, not investment. This generates more debt
payments. Whereas, China extracted major concessions from
Pakistan on issues of core interest to it. Pakistani support for
the Chinese position on Taiwan has been part of the previous
statements as well. Both sides stressed that the authority of the
UN General Assembly Resolution 2,758 brooks no dispute or
challenge. This resolution, asserting the One China position,
was adopted by the world body in 1971, when China joined the
United Nations. As China steps up military pressure on Tai-
wan, it is looking for allies to buttress its diplomatic position.
Pakistan has been recently elected to the UN Security Council
as a non-permanent member for two years - from January 1,
2025 until December 31, 2026, This will give Pakistan new op-
portunities to encash its position in the UNSC for shoring up
its collapsing economy. This will also expose it to conflicting
pressures from its all-weather friend and the US, which has a
veto on IMF approval of any new package for Pakistan. In a
series of trips over the past three months, Pakistan has tried
to convince the debt-strapped country’s three closest allies —
China, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates — to invest
in the nation, as its precariously positioned economy looks for
green shoots. In June last year, under the leadership and vision
of Army Chief General Asim Munir, the government formed
a Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), a high-pow-
ered body comprising Pakistani civilian and military leaders, to
promote investment in Pakistan. Following the tours to Beijing,
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, the government is pointing towards a
raft of memorandums of understanding signed on those trips
as indicators of potential investment coming to Pakistan, How-
ever, the attempts to get foreign direct investment (FDI) will
work only in a stable political landscape and bring structur-
al reforms to its economy. After taking office in March for the
secondtime, PM paid two visits to Saudi Arabia in April In his
two meetings with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man in April, Sharif discussed opportunities to enhance eco-
nomic cooperation between the two countries and explored
the possibility of a $5bn investment package. Both the coun-
tries have identified areas of cooperation, both at the govern-
ment-to-government and business-to-business levels, and that
has been dearly identified. Pakistan had laid out possibi ities
for Saudi investment in six different fields, including anl oil
refinery project, agriculture, mining, power sector, technolo-
gy and aviation. There is no question that Pakistan needs in-
vestment Just 18 or so months ago, we were on the verge of
default, but because of these dialogues and engagement with

friendly countries, we are letting them know what we can
offer, and has hope that Riyadh would invest from its Public
Investment Fund {PIF), the kingdom's sovereign wealth fund
with estimated assets of more than $900bn. They are obviously
seeldng investment opportunities. PM Sharif followed up his
Saudi visits by making a one-day visit in late May to the UAE,
another long-term partner for the country, during which he
met President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Fol-
lowing the meeting between the leaders, the Pakistan Prime
Ministers Office announced that the UAE had committed to
$10bn in investment in Pakistan in various fields. The UAE
Ministry of Investment confirmed the pledge. The last 10
years have seen Pakistan's reliance on China growing signif-
icantly, as the relationship, which was once centred on mili-
tary ties, has expanded into the economic arena in a big way:
Fakistan owes China nearly $30bn out of its total foreign debt
obligations of nearly $130bn. The country’s economic man-
agers have emphasised that unless there is significant foreign
investment, Pakistan will not be able to meet its ambitious
3.6 percent growth rate, which the country has targeted for
the next fiscal year. Both Chinese and Pakistani governments
also issued statements about increased focus on security, as
well as forging an uppraded version of CPEC to better help
Pakistan’ economic and social development. Ever since the
creation of the SIEC last June, the povernment has credited
the organisation with helping facilitate investment opportuni-
ties from outside the country. The latest available central bank
data reveals that from July to April this year, Paldstan received
$1.45bn in investments, an increase of a paltry 8.1 percent
from last year. However, the three recent visits showed Paki-
stan’ desperation to attain financial support, whether in the
form of bank deposits or investment projects, the failure to
realise the projects substantially was due to Pakistan’s volatile
landscape.
The fundamental issue for Pakistan remains the question of
the broader environment within the country. At a time when
domestic businesses are hesitant to invest in the economy, for-
eign capital will be even more conservative. For Pakistan to
attract capital flows, it must embark on holistic reforms and
provide a credible roadmap that excites domestic and foreign
investors, The increasing attacks on law enforcement officials
in the last 18 months have added another layer of challenge to
the country’s overstretched military, which has to man bath
its eastern border with archrival India and its western bor-
der with Afghanistan. Pakistan evidently working in concert
for a wider investment plan in the country. Pakistan is talked
about as a country with Saudi software coming on Chinese
hardware, and now the connections are becoming clearer,
however, the three countries Sharif visited also happen to be
the largest bilateral creditors to Pakistan. The state should be
focused on finding a way to make large government-to-gov-
ernment deals happen. The problem is, Pakistan need cash
stpport at this ime, and these deals, even if they come, will
not bring much cash. The best way out of the current eco-
nomic difficulty for Pakistan is domestic reforms, along with
foreign support. Realistically, Pakistan should try to manage
its external debt profile rather than seek more cash-based
support from its bilateral creditors. The foreign visits have
developed a political aspect where the optics are used by the
Fakistani povernments as signs of international trust and
stpport but some focus on domestic investors must be paid
to revive the economy. FDI certainly remains an important
component of economic expansion and growth; however, the
povernment could have started with facilitating local inves-
tors and businesses to develop a roadmap that could then be
offered to foreign investors. In such conditions, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif along with Army Chief General Asim Mu-
nir’s visit to China demonstrates the long-standing strength
and vigour of the China-Pakistan relationship. It
emphasises the mutual trust, strategic alignment,
and shared vision that has defined this coopera-
tion for decades. As both countries face the chal-
4 lenges of the twenty-first century, their commit-
% ment to expanding collaboration and creating a
shared future is strong. The visit has paved the
¥ way for the next phase of China-Pakistan ties,
& which will include increased economic cooper-
ation, strategic coordination, and a shared com-
J mitment to regional and global stability. With
the second phase of CPEC on the horizon and
new collaboration opportunities emerging, the
future seems bright for an all-weather strategic
cooperative relationship. Indeed, China-Pakistan
Friendship is a Rock-Solid partnership endures
as leadership strengthens bilateral bonds, and
a legacy of trust which Celebrates unwavering
cooperation and mutual support for each other.
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criminality, with a significant rise in violent crimes
committed by women. According to the most recent

data released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (2022 esti-
mates), the population of Pakistan stands at approximately
229.5 million {229,488,994), comprising a male population of
rotighly 117.6 million (117,644,051) and a female population
of approximately 111.9 million (111,844,943). This yields a sex
ratio of 951 females per 1,000 males and a female population
percentage of 48.7%. Furthermore, an analysis of the
Mational Crime Data Portal (2022) reveals a dis-
turbing trend: a 35% increase in female offend-
ers over the past three years, culminating in
12,321 reported cases in 2022 alone. Historical
data on female criminality in Pakistan reveals
a stark contrast. In 1986, a study found only
70 female criminals in the entire country. By
1990, this number had marginally increased
to 125 in the province of Punjab, according to
police records. However, by 2018, women prison-
ers constituted 1.8% of the total prison population in
Pakistan, as reported by the World Prison Brief. In Pa-
kistan’ penal system, female inmates constitute a rela-
tively modest proportion, approximately 1.6%, which
is lower than the global average. However, a notable
escalation of 20% has been observed in the female pris-
oner population over the past decade. As of 2021, the
total number of female prisoners in Pakistan stands at
1,399, with Punjab housing the majority, at 920 pris-
oners. Research indicates a startling escalation in the

Paklstan has witnessed a disturbing increase in female

Federation female prison population over the past decade. More
president@Pakistan recent data from the Pakistan Prisons Report (2020)
privateschools.com shows a further increase, with 205 women prisoners in

“The Nation-
al Crime Data
Portal (2022)
reveals a
disturbing
trend: a 35%
increase in
female of-
fenders over
the past
three years,
culminating
in 12,321 re-
ported cases
in 2022 alone.
A key factor
contributing
to this surge
in female
criminality is
the perceived
leniency in
sentencing,
which often
results in re-
duced pun-
ishments for
female of-
fenders.”

Punjab 927; Sindh 166; KPK 20; Baluchistan, and 3 in
GB. These statistics unequivocally demonstrate the alarming
rise in women’ involvement in criminal activities. A key factor
contributing to this surge in female criminality is the perceived
leniency in sentencing, which often results in reduced punish-
ments for female offenders. Additionally, the jail management’s
approach towards female prisoners is often more benevolent
than the traditional stereotype of harsh treatment, likely due
to the prolonged duration of their incarceration. Moreover,
the judicial systemn and legal framework tend to exhibit a more
lenient attitude towards female criminals, influenced by the
cultural and religious emphasis on respecting femininity. This
phenomenon aligns with Otto Pollak’s theory of female crimi-
nality {1950), which posits that fernales are treated more mildly
by the criminal justice system compared to their male counter-
parts. This uptick can be attributed to a complex interplay of
factors, including socioeconomic deprivation, limited educa-
tional opportunities, and entrenched social inequalities. More-
owver, the perpetuation of patriarchal norms and gender biases
within Pakistan’s legal framework contributes to the growing
phenomenon of female criminality. In response to this pressing
issue, the Pakistani government has enacted various legislative
measures and initiatives aimed at addressing the root causes
of fernale criminality. These include the following: The Consti-
tution of Pakistan (1973} enshrines the fundamental rights to
security of person and dignity under Articles 9 and 14, respec-
tively. The primary legislative framework governing prison sys-
tems in Pakistan is the Prisons Act (1894), inherited from the
British Empire and India in 1947, which remains authoritative
to this day. Additionally, the Prisoners Act (1900) was enacted
to consolidate the rules governing the treatment of prisoners
by law enforcement authorities. To operationalise these Acts,
the Pakistan Prison Rules (PPR) (1978) were developed as the
core jail manual, delineating the obligations and prohibitions
on prison authorities. Furthermore, Article 10(1) of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) man-
dates that all persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated
with humanity and respect for their inherent dignity. Pakistan
is also a signatory to the UN Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
(1979), which underscores the importance of pender-sensitive
treatment. MNotably, Article 12(2) of CEDAW extends the right
to “appropriate services™ for women, including healthcare dur-
ing pregnancy, confinement, and the post-natal period, with a
guarantee of free services where necessary, as well as adequate
nutrition during pregnancy and lactation. The Women Protec-
tion Act 2006; Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection
Act) 2012; Acid Control and Acid Crime
Prevention Act 2011; Criminal Law
Amendment Act (2015); The MNationmal
Action Plan for Women's Empowerment
(2019); The Womens Pro tection Act
(2020); The Criminal Law Amendment
Act (2020); The Protection of Women
from Harassment at the Worlplace Act
(2020); and the MWational Action Plan for
Women’s Empowerment (2022) to ensure
the protection of women's rights.

.In2012, The Nation News citedresearch by
the Punjab Police Diepartment, revealing g
that atleast 4,000 women were implicat.In
2012, The Nation News cited research by f
the Punjab Police Department, revealing
that at least 4,000 women were implicated
in various criminal activities, including

theft, kidnapping, and detention. A comprehensive report by
the UNODC in 2011 on women prisoners in Pakistan provided
further insights. According to the report, a significant propor-
tion of female inmates (40%) were convicted of murder, while
others were incarcerated for kidnapping (13%), drug-related
offences (24%), theft (7%), commercial sex work (12%), and
other crimes (4%). Globally, female criminality has emerged as
a pressing social concern. Women's economic, legal, and phys-
ical vulnerabilities render them disproportionately susceptible
to exploitation and marginalization. The increasing involve-
ment of women in criminal activities is a novel phenomenon
in developing countries, warranting attention. Since the be-
ginning, women have been considered the foundation stone of
the family. In Palkistan, women are considered the preserver of
customs, traditions, morality, socal norms, and family cohe-
siveness. Since the inception of civilization, women have been
considered nurturing icons. The world has become more de-
veloped, and technology has reached horizons. In the era of
technology and development, the role of women cannot be de-
nied. Across the world, women are contributing to each and
every sphere of life at an equal pace with men. Thisis the bright
side of society and the story. At the same time, the other side
of the story is dark, where women’s involvement in crimes is
also at its peak. In Pakistan, the role of women in criminology
is not less common. The social norms are strictly followed in
Pakistan, but women’s involvement in criminality is a vast field
that encompasses Pakistan’s intellectual, financial, police, so-
cial, and opinionated miliew. The cultural and socio-econom-
ic factors, including illiteracy, poverty, low level of education,
and economic dependence on the male and patriarchal system,
are considered dragging factors that force women to commit
crimes in Pakistan. In Pakistan, women's involvement in crime
is increasing daily, becoming an alarming situation. The differ-
ences in cultures stem from variations in roles and behaviour
patterns of these two units. Women have been considered as
nurturing icons since the inception of civilization. Particular-
ly in Pakistan, a female is observed as a symbol of family co-
hesiveness and a maintainer of customs, morality, commumnal
norms, and way of life. But, the involvement of women in crim-
inal acts and crimes is a new phenomenon in the cultures and
societies of developing countries. The social norms are strictly
followed in Pakistan, but women’s involvement in criminality
is a vast field that encompasses Pakistan’s intellectual, financial,
police, social, and opinionated milieu. In Pakistan, women are
deprived of their basic fundamental rights, right to mate se-
lection, ingratitude, isolation, helplessness, desperation, and
external sexual relations, which are the social factors and el-
ements which indulge women in crimes and criminality. This
involvement has reached a frightening stage that is the prime
cause of fermale crimes that has led to a tremendous increase in
statistics of violence by women. In Pakistan, the role of wom-
en in criminology is not less common. Moreover, women are-
deprived of the right of mate selection, isolation, ingratitude,
helplessness; desperation and extra sexual relation are those
social elements which are indulged women in Paldstan to ward
crimes. Therefore, womens criminality has been drastically in-
creasing in Punjab, Pakistan hence requiring an in-depth anal-
ysis into the cause-and-effect relationship. The notion of wom-
en’s criminality is a hidden cultural issue inPakistan that has
been dumped at the hands of male dominance and stereotypes
attached to the Pakistani culture. In Pakistan, law enforcement
agencies often fail to adequately address women's complaints,
despite the country’s obligations under international conven-
tions and treaties protecting women's rights. These include the
UM Charter, UN UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR, CEDAW, ICSPCA,
and ICEAFRD, which Pakistan has signed and ratified. Howev-
er, the practical situation regarding women's rights in Paldstan
remains sibpar. International human rights law affirms wom-
stan remains subpar. International human rights law affirms
women’s entitlement to equal human rights and fundamental
freedoms as men.

The UNO, established in 1945, aims to promote non-dis-
crimination and equality principles globally. The UN Charter,
the most wide ly ratified international agreement, emphasiz-
es the equal rights of men and women. Subsequent conven-
tions, such as the UDHR, ICCPR, and CEDAW, reinforce this
principle, condemning discrimination against women and
promoting equal rights. Despite theseinternational protec-
tions, gender-based discrimination persists in Pakistan, par

ticularly in rural areas where women lack access to education,
economic opportunities, and fundamental rights. Sodoeconomic
factors like poverty, illiteracy, and economic dependence on men,
coupled with cultural practices and discrimination, contribute to
women’s involvement in criminal activities. The socio-economic
and cultural marginalization of women renders them vulnerable
to exploitation and crime. Thus, the low status of women in Pa-
kdstani society perpetuates their criminalization, highlighting the
need for effective implementation of international conventions and
national laws to protect women’s rights and promote gender equal-
ity. Criminologists and sociologists attribute the surge in female
criminality to the consequences of women’s liberation, which has
led to increased financial struggles and urban disorganization. De-
ception and fake marriages are additional factors contributing to
women’s involvement in crime. In Punjab, women's par ticipation in
criminal activities has escalated dramatically. Pakistan’s patriarchal
society restricts women's access to fundamental human rights and
economic opportunities, perpetuating gender-based discrimina-
tion. [n rural areas, women are denied basic rights, and practices
like Quiran, Sawara, Karo Kari, Wani, and Watta Satta perpetuate
male dominance. Honour killings and sexual violence are preva-
lent, with women subjected to acid attacks, mutilation, and emo-
tional exploitation. Women's dependence on men and subordinate
status in society contribute to their involvement in crimes. Security
agencies often fail to hold women accountable, and courts display
a lenient attitude towards female offenders. Urbanization has led to
increased poverty, cultural crises, unemployment, and reduced so-
cial norms, further contributing to women's criminal involvement.
In developing countries like Pakistan, women face deprivation of
basic rights, lack education, and are economically dependent on
men. Factors like illiteracy, broken marriages, early-age marriages,
family pressure, and betrayal drive women to engage in criminal
activities. Poverty and financial hardship lead women to resort to
drug trafficking, child kidnapping, prostitution, and robbery to ful-
fil basic necessities. Women in Pakistan face significant barriers to
accessing justice due to social, structural, cultural, economic, and
political factors. When their fundamental rights are violated, and
justice is denied, women may turn to criminal activities. Law en-
forcement agencies fail to protect women's rights, leading them to
take the law into their own hands and perpetuate crimes. To effec-
tively mitigate women's involvement in criminal activities, it is im-
perative that law enforcement agencies and police authorities fulfil
their duties and responsibilities, maintaining law and order, pro-
tecting women's rights, and providing victim support. This proac-
tive approach will significantly reduce and prevent women’s crimi-
nal involvement. Moreover, government authorities must prioritize
the needs of victimized women, ensuring their rights are protected
and justice is served. This support will lead to a decrease in their
involvement in criminal activities. Families, particularly husbands,
Play a crucial role in preventing criminal behaviour. By fulfilling
their wives' basic needs, fostering cooperation, and promoting mu-
tual understanding, women can assume positive roles in society; re-
ducing their likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. Addition-
ally, government authorities and law enforcement agencies must
provide adequate attention to incarcerated women, offering train-
ing in various skills to facilitate social and economic reintegration
upon release. This support will enable them to become economical-
ly independent, reducing their reliance on criminal activities to ful-
fil basic needs. Furthermore, establishing a link between prisoner
women and their families will aid in post-release reintegration, al-
lowing them to readjust to society and lead respectable lives. Lastly,
the government must prioritize women's rights, including access to
education, equality, and non-discrimination. By ensuring free edu-
cation, women can avoid illegal activities, engage in positive social
endeavours, and assume constructive roles in society. The socioec-
onomic factors of residing in a low-class area, poverty, lack of ed-
ucation, and meagre social status are emblematic of Social Disor-
ganization, which posits that women's criminal behaviour is largely
a consequence of environmental and social forces. The primary
muotivations for women's criminal activities are poverty, lack of ed-
ucation, early marriage, and undesirable relationships. Additional
factors contributing to criminal behaviour include extra-marital
affairs, partner betrayal, bride exchange, and frustration stemming
from peer pressure. This indicates that the process of committing
crimes is remarkably similar, with most aggressors targeting indi-
viduals with whom they have a personal connection, employing
readily available objects such as rocks, billhooks, sticks, blocks,
and hatchets to inflict harm. In conclusion, the escalating trend of
female criminality in Pakistan is a pressing concern that warrants
immediate attention and collective action. The factors contributing
to this phenomenon are multifaceted and deep-
ly ingrained in societal, economic, and cultural
dynamics. It is imperative that we address these
underlying causes and work towards creating
a more inclusive and equitable society that
provides opportunities for education, employ-
ment, and empowerment for all individuals,
regardless of pender. We must recognize that
the rise in female criminality is not merely a
=N law and order issue but a symptom of deeper

b systemic problems. Therefore, a comprehensive
and multidisciplinary approach is necessary to
address this challenge. This includes reforming
the criminal justice system, improving access
to education and economic opportunities, and
challenging societal attitudes and norms that
perpetuate gender inequality. The time for ac-
tion is now.
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otrengthening Pakistan's Animal Protection Laws for Gompassionate Reforms

by the state or by the majority of the population. The
mistreatment of animals is rampant, and issues such as
habitat destruction, illegal poaching, and the overexploitation of
animals for food are pushing many species to the brink of extinc-
tion. Globally, animal welfare is in crisis. Each year, more than 70
billion animals are raised and killed for food, many of them in
industrial factory farms where conditions are abhorrent
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAD) has
reported that intensive farming methods, which
prioritize profit over animal welfare, lead to
animals being crammed into small, unsan-
itary spaces where they cannot exhibit nat-
ural behaviors. This not only causes physi-
cal suffering but also leads to the spread of
diseases. The massive scale of this industry
highlights the need for countries like Pakistan
to reevahiate their reliance on meat production
as a central part of the economy and culture. An-
imals used in research also suffer. According to the
Animal Welfare Institute (AWT), approximately 30%
of animals used in scientific experiments are small
mammals such as mice and rats. However, more
alarming is the fact that about 7% of animals used in
these studies are non-human primates, like monkeys,
which are subjected to painful procedures that often
cause immense psychological distress. Animal testing
is still widely accepted in many countries, including
Pakistan, where regulations on the ethical treatment
: g of laboratory animals are insufficient. While scientific
Schools’ Federation ;.. open is important, the ethical cost of these
president@Pakistan experiments raises questions about the moral limits
privateschools.com of such research. The World Wildlife Fund (WWE)
has further highlighted that over 50% of the world's wildlife pop-

ulations have vanished since the 19703, a period during which in-
dustrialization and urbanization have drastically expanded. This

loss of biodiversity is not just a matter of environmental degrada-

tion; it also poses a direct threat to human life, as healthy ecosys-

tems are vital for clean air, water, and food security.

n Pakistan, the situation mirrors the global crisis but is ex-

acerbated by additional local challenges. Pakistan slaughters
over 100 million animals annually for food, with many of

i‘ these animals being raised in poor conditions and subjected to
inhumane slaughter practices. The livestock sector is a significant
part of Pakistans agricultural economy, contributing cver 60% of

By recug- agricultural GDP, yet the welfare of these animals is often over-
nizina the looked. Conditions in slaughterhouses, transportation, and farms
g are rarely regulated, and there is little public awareness about the
intrinsic suffering these animals endure. Wildlife in Pakistan is also under
immense pressure. Pakistan is home to 174 endangered species,

ﬁ nimal welfare in Pakistan has not been prioritized either
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value of including iconic animals such as the snow leopard, Indus river
noNn-hu- dolphin, and the houbara bustard. Yet, despite the existence of
man life wildlife protection laws, enforcement remains weak. Poaching

; for profit, illegal hunting, and the destruction of natural habitats

and tﬂklng have contributed to the extinction or near-extinction of many

species. The WWE estimates that 60% of Pakistans wildlife has

concrete disappeared in the last decade alone due to these factors The il-
steps to

legal trade in wildlife, driven by demand for
exotic pets, fur, and other animal products,
pr'-ﬂ'tECt continues to flourish in Pakistan, largely un-
ﬂl'lll"l'lﬂls, checked by the authorities. Public attitudes
- towards animals also reflect a lack of concern
Pakistan for their welfare. A 2022 survey revealed that
can lead only 10% of Pakistanis consider animal wel-
= fare an important issue. This statistic is in-
the Wﬂy in dicative of a cultural disconnect between the
creatlng @ value placed on animals as sentient beings
capable of suffering and the utilitarian view
more l:.:ﬂ M= 41t animals exist solely for human use. This
PasSSION-  mindset, deeply embedded in societal norms,
must be challenged if any meaningful change

ate and is to occur
j“St socie- critical part of addressing the animal
f welfare crisis in Pakistan is thelegal
y: framework. Internationally, animal
rights have gained increasing recognition over
the last few decades. One of the most signif

icant international efforts is the Universal Declaration on Animal
Welfare (UDAW), which calls for the humane treatment of animals
and urges governments to adopt legislation protecting their wel-
fare. While many countries have made strides in improving animal
welfare laws, Pakistan has yet to formally adopt this declaration or
implement any comprehensive modern laws that address animal
rights. Pakistan’s primary piece of legislation regarding animal wel-
fare is the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA) of 1890,
This law;, passed during British colonial rule, is outdated and lacks
the scope to address contemporary issues such as factory farming,
animal testing, and wildlife conservation. While the PCA does pro-
hibit certain forms of cruelty—such as beating, torturing, or over-
loading animals—the penalties are insufficient, with fines as low as
Rs. 200 (around $1.30) and imprisonment for a maximum of six
months. These minimal penalties do little to deter individuals from
mistreating animals, and enforcement is sporadic at best. In con-
trast, other countries have made significant progress in enacting
and enforcing strong animal welfare laws. In the European Union,
animal welfare is protected under a range of legislative measures
that regulate everything from farming practices to animal testing,
The EUs Directive 2010/63/EU specifically addresses the use of
animals in scientific research, requiring that alternatives to animal
testing be used whenever possible and that animals in laboratories
be treated with care. These measures are backed by rigorous en-
forcement mechanisms and penalties that far exceed those found
in Pakistan’s outdated legal framewark.

n Pakistan, habitat destruction is one of the main drivers of
:[wild]jfe decline. The country’s forests, which cover less than 5%

of its total land area, are disappearing at an alarming rate due
to deforestation, illegal logging, and land conversion for agricul-
ture. The destruction of mangrove forests along Pakistan’s coast-
line is another pressing issue. These ecosystems are vital for pro-
tecting coastal areas from storm surges and erosion, but they are
being destroyed at a rapid pace due to overharvesting, pollution,
and development projects. Conservation efforts must go beyond
tree planting and include stronger legal protections for wildlife
habitats, better enforcement of anti-poaching laws, and incentives
for sustainable land use practices. Wildlife trafficking is a signif-
icant issue in Pakistan, where animals are captured or killed for
their body parts, fur, and as exotic pets. The Wildlife (Protection,
Preservation, Conservation, and Management) Act of 1975 pro-
vides some legal protection for endangered species in Pakistan,
but enforcement is weak, and the penalties for poaching are often
inadequate. Pakistan'’s porous borders and lack of resources for
monitoring wildlife trafficking make it a hotspot for illegal activity.
Mareover, the lack of awareness among law enforcement officials
and the general public contributes to the continued exploitation
of wildlife. To combat wildlife trafficking, Pakistan must strength-
en its collaboration with international organizations such as the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), which regulates the trade of endangered
species. By working with global partners, Pakistan can enhance
its capacity to track and prosecute wildlife traffickers and develop
more robust monitoring systems to prevent illegal trade. Around
70% of animals used in research in Pakistan are rodents, while ap-
proximately 10% are non-human primates. These animals are sub-
jected to invasive procedures, often without adequate anesthesia or

pain relief, and many die as a result of experimentation. The ab
sence of comprehensive regulations governing the use of animals
in research means that there are few safeguards in place to ensure
their humane treatment. In many developed countries, alterna-
tives to animal testing are increasingly being used in scientific re-
search. Pakistans scientific community must invest in these alter-
natives and work towards reducing its reliance on animal testing.
By adopting international best practices, Pakistan can improve its
standing in the global research community while also promoting
ethical standards in science. One of the most effective ways to
reduce animal suffering and mitigate environmental damage is to
promote plant-based diets. In Pakistan, where meat consumption
is deeply embedded in cultural and religious traditions, promaot-
ing plant-based diets may seem like a daunting task. However,
there are growing movements around the world advocating for
a shift towards more sustainable and ethical food choices. Or-
ganizations such as the Plant-Based Health Professionals UK and
the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine have shown
that plant-based diets can improve health outcomes, reduce the
risk of chronic diseases, and lessen the environmental burden
of food production. Public awareness campaigns promoting the
benefits of plant-based diets, along with government incentives
for sustainable agriculture, could help shift consumer behavior in
Pakistan. Encouraging people to reduce their meat consumption,
even by a small amount, could have a significant impact on ani-
mal welfare and the environment. Education isa powerful tool for
changing attitudes towards animal welfare. In Pakistan, there isa
need for widespread public awareness campaigns that highlight
the importance of treating animals with compassion and respect.
Schools, universities, and religious institutions should incorpo-
rate animal welfare into their curricula, teaching students about
the ethical treatment of animals and the role that humans play
in protecting the environment. The media also has a crucial role
to play in promoting animal welfare. Television programs, docu-
mentaries, and social media campaigns can help raise awareness
about the suffering of animals and the importance of conserva-
tion efforts. By educating the public about the intrinsic value of
non-human life, Pakistan can begin to foster a culture of empathy
and compassion towards animals.

here’s an urgent need that The Prevention of Cruelty to
Tﬁm'mals Act (PCA) 1890 must be updated and enforced

with stricter penalties for those who violate animal wel-
fare laws. Every province in Pakistan should have animal wel-
fare organizations and shelters to care for injured, abandoned,
and mistreated animals. Public awareness campaigns should be
launched to edicate people about the importance of animal wel-
fare. Schoals, religious institutions, and the media can help foster
a culture of empathy and compassion towards animals. Profect-
ing natural habitats and preserving biodiversity should be a na-
tional priority. The government must increase efforts to combat
deforestation, wildlife trafficking, and illegal hunting. Reducing
meat consumption is one of the most effective ways to alleviate
animal suffering and environmental destruction. Campaigns
promoting plant-based diets should be launched to encourage
healthier and more sustainable food choices. The scientific com-
munity in Pakistan should invest in research and development of
alternatives to animal testing, such as in vitro methods and com-
puter modeling. Pakistan should work closely
with international organizations and participate
in global efforts to combat wildlife trafficking,
protect endangered species, and promote ani-
mal welfare. Scientific institutions should adopt
and promote alternative methods to animal test-
ing, which can be more effective and ethical.
The government should prioritize conservation
efforts to protect endangered species and their
habitats from destruction and exploitation. Pa-
kistan must update its outdated animal protec-
tion laws and ensure strict enforcement, with
severe penalties for those who harm or exploit
animals. Pakistan stands at a crossroads when it
comes to animal welfare. The current situation
is dire, but there is still hope for positive change.
By recognizing the intrinsic value of non-human
life and taking concrete steps to protect animals,
Pakistan can lead the way in creating a more
compassionate and just society.
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akistan’ judicial system has long been plagued by

delays, inefficiencies, and a massive backlog of cas-

es. The need for judicial reforms is pressing, and
technology and artificial intelligence (AI) can play

a pivotal role in revolutionizing the justice system. This
article explores the challenges facing Pakistan’s judidary,
the benefits of technology and Al integration, and poten-
tial solutions for speedy trials and efficient justice deliv-
ery. Pakistans Judiciary system is facing many challenges
due to overwhelming Cases Backlog eith over 2.1 million
pending cases, Pakistan’s courts are grappling with an un-
precedented backlog. This leads to prolonged trials, delayed
justice, and frustrated litigants. One of the main reasons is
inefficient Case Management System due to man-
ual case management systems result in lost
files, misplaced documents, and unneces-
sary adjournments. Limited Judicial Re-
sources; [nsufficient judges; inadequate
infrastructure and the lack of modern
tools hinder the judiciarys ability to ef-
ficiently dispose of cases. Corruption,
nepotism, and mismanagement also un-
dermine public trust in the justice system.
Automated Case Management Technology
can streamline case management, reducing
errors and delays. By Implementing Electron-
ic Case Management Systems (ECMS) can help
streamline case management, reduce errors, and
increase efficiency. Pakistan’s Lahore High Court
has already implemented an ECMS, which has
shown promising results. Virtual courts can also
increase accessibility, reduce travel time, and en-
hance transparency. Pakistan’s Sindh High Court
has established a virtual court system, which has
improved case disposal rates. Through Artificial
Intelligence (Al)-Assisted Legal Research tools
can also assist and aid judges and lawyers in le-
gal research, saving time and improving accura-

privateschools.com cy. Pakdstans Supreme Court has already started
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address the
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using Al -assisted legal research tools, but there is an urgent
need to extend it’s area of scope and budget. Predictive ana-
lytics can help identify patterns and predict case outcomes,
enhancing judicial dedsion-making. Pakistans Punjab
Police has already started using predictive analytics to im-
prove crime prevention and investigation. By ensuring the
security and integrity of digital data and online platforms is
crucial. Pakistan’s Federal Investigation Agency also has es-
tablished a cybersecurity wing to tackle cybercrime. Virtual
Courts Online platforms can facilitate remote hearings, re-
ducing travel time and increasing accessibility. Al-Assisted
Legal Research through artificial intelligence can aid judges
and lawyers in legal research, saving time and improving
accuracy. Predictive Analytics through AT algorithms can
analyze case data, predicting outcomes and identifying
patterns to enhance judicial decision-making. For better
transparency and accountability technology can promote
transparency, reducing corruption and mismanagement
There are many potential solutions for revolutionizing jus-
tice through technology and artificial intelligence. By Im-
plement Electronic Case Management Systems (ECMS):
Digitize case files, automate workflows, and enable online
access; Establish Virtual Courts and create online platforms
for remote hearings, reducing travel time and increasing ac-
cessibility; Leverage Al-Assisted Legal Research Tools-and
provide judges and lawyers with Al-powered research tools
to enhance efficiency and accuracy; Develop Predictive An-
alytics Models by utilize Al algorithms
to analyze case data, predicting out-
comes and identifying patterns, En-
hance Judicial Education and Train-
ing and provide judges and court staff
with training on technology and Al
applications; Strengthen Cybersecurity
Measures and ensure the security and
integrity ofdigital data and online plat-
forms. Moreover, there is also a need
to establish a National Judicial Tech- JEEE
nology Committee to oversee the im- RS

'-[. ' ¥y 1
plementation of technology and AT in J{I (e Ri38t Wl

training and education for judges, law

yers, and court staff on technology and AT applications.
Pakistans judicial system faces numerous challenges, including
delays, backlogs, and inefficiencies. Digitalization can revolu-
tionize the system, enhancing speed, transparency, and acces-
sibility. The need for reforms to implement digitalization in
Pakistan’s jurdicial system, highlighting benefits, challenges, and
recommendations for effective implementation. There is an ur-
gent need of Reforms for Digitalization in the Judicial System
of Pakistan. Pakistan’s judicial system is plagued by delays, in-
efficiencies, and a massive backlog of cases. Digitalization can
transform the system, improving speed, transparency, and ac-
cessibility. Need for Digitalization is crucial to resolve: Delays
and backlogs: Digitalization can streamline processes, reducing
delays and backlogs: Inefficiencies: Digitalization can automate
routine tasks, freeing up resources for complex cases. Accessibil-
ity: Digitalization can provide remote access to courts, especial-
ly for marginalized communities. Transparency: Digitalization
can ensure transparent proceedings and judgments. Resultant,
there would be lots of benefits included: Improved efficiency,
enhanced transparency, increased accessibility, reduced costs
and faster dispute resolution. But there is also another side of
challenges which include: Infrastructure limitations, techno-
phobia among judges and lawyers, security and privacy con-
cern, high implementation costs and resistance to change. These
challenges can be addressed with Infrastructure development
(hardware, software, and internet connectivity); Training and
capacity-building for judges, lawyers, and staff; Implementation
of digital case management systems; Electronic filing and ser-
vice of documents; Video conferencing for remote court pro-
ceedings; Digital payment systems; Cybersecurity measures;
and gradual implementation and monitoring. Reforms are also
need of the time to develop a comprehensive cybersecurity pol-
icy for the judiciary. There must increase in funding for judicial
technology and Al initiatives, and collaborations with interna-
tional organizations and countries to learn from their experi-
ences in judicial technology and Al The recommendations for
the need for judicial reforms in Pakistan for speedy trials using
technology and artificial intelligence are: Electronic Case Man-
agement Systems (ECMS), Implement a comprehensive ECMS
that covers all aspects of case management, including filing,
scheduling, and document management: Ensure the ECMS is
user-friendly, secure, and accessible to all stakeholders, includ-
ing judges, lawyers, and court staff: Automate case assignment,
scheduling, and notification processes to reduce manual errors
and delays: Integrate the ECMS with existing court systems,
stich as the Pakistan Case Law Database, to enhance efficiency
and accuracy: Provide regular training and support to judges,
lawyers, and court staff to ensure effective use of the ECMS. For
the establishment of Virtual Courts: Establish virtual courts in
all provinces and territories to increase accessibility and reduce
travel time: Implement video conferencing technology to enable
remote hearings and testimony: Develop a secure and reliable
virtual court platform that ensures confidentiality and integ-
rity of proceedings: Ensure virtual courts are accessible to all,
including persons with disabilities and those in remote areas:
Develop guidelines and protocols for virtual court proceedings
to ensure consistency and fairness.

The policy for the Artificial Intelligence (AI)-Assisted Legal Re-
search must be adopted. For the purpose: Implement Al-assist-
ed legal research tools to aid judges and lawyers in legal research
and analysis: Develop a comprehensive legal database that in-
cludes Pakistani case law, legislation, and regulations: Ensure
cludes Pakistani case law, legislation, and regulations: Ensure
the Al-assisted legal research tools are regularly updated and
maintained to reflect changes in the law: Provide training and
support to judges and lawyers on the effective use of Al-assisted

legal research tools: Establish a committee to oversee the devel-
opment and implementation of Al-assisted legal research tools.
For the Predictive Analytics there is urgent need to: Implement
predictive analytics tools to identify trends and patterns in case
data: Develop a data analytics platform that integrates with the
ECMS and other court systems: Ensure predictive analytics
tools are regularly updated and maintained to reflect changes
in case data: Provide training and support to judges and court
staff on the effective use of predictive analytics tools: and estab-
lish a committee to oversee the development and implementa-
tion of predictive analytics tools. Moreover, for cybersecurity:
Develop a comprehensive cybersecurity policy that ensures the
security and integrity of digital data and online platforms: Im-
plement robust security measures, including firewalls, encryp-
tion, and access controls: Ensure regular software updates and
patches are applied to prevent vulnerabilities: Provide training
and awareness programs for judges, lawyers, and court staff
on cybersecurity best practices: and establish a cybersecuri-
ty incident response plan to address any security breaches or
incidents. Without Digital Literacy we can't resolve the issue,
so for Digital Literacy: Develop a digital literacy program for
judges, lawyers, and court staff to enhance their understanding
of technology and AL Provide training and support on the ef-
fective use of digital tools and platforms: Ensure digital literacy
training is regularly updated and maintained to reflect changes
in technology and Al: Establish a digital literacy committee to
oversee the development and implementation of digital literacy
programs: and encourage the use of digital tools and platforms
in court proceedings to enhance efficiency and accuracy. For all
the above recommendations there must be an enough funding
and resources available. Therefore, there is also need to: Allo-
cate sufficient funding for judicial technology and Al initiatives:
Ensure adequate resources, including hardware, software, and
personnel, are provided to support judicial technology and Al
initiatives: Establish a dedicated budget for judicial technolo-
gy and Al initiatives: Encourage international cooperation and
funding for judicial technology and Al initiatives: and establish
a committee to oversee the allocation of funding and resources
for judicial technology and Al initiatives. Moreover, Interna-
tional Cooperation may also beadopted through: Collaboration
with international organizations, sich as the United Nations,
to learn from their experiences in judicial technology and AL
Participation in international conferences and workshops on
judicial technology and Al: Establishment of partnerships with
other countries to share knowledge and best practices in judi-
cial technology and Al: Encourage international funding and
support for judicial technology and Al initiatives: Establish a
committee to oversee international cooperation and collabora-
tion on judicial technology and Al initiatives. Establish a mon-
itoring and evaluation framework to assess the effectiveness of
judicial technology and Al initiatives. Conduct regular assess-
ments and evaluations of judicial technology and Al initiatives.
Ensure monitoring and evaluation results are used to improve
and enhance judicial technology and Al initiatives. Establish
a committee to oversee monitoring and evaluation of judicial
technology and Al initiatives. Encourage transparency and ac-
countability in monitoring and evaluation processes. Digitali-
zation is crucial for Pakistan’s judicial system to address delays,
inefficiencies, and accessibility issues. Reforms are necessary to
implement digitalization effectively, addressing infrastructure
limitations, technophobia, security concerns, and resistance to
change. With gradual implementation and monitoring, digital-
ization can revolutionize Pakistans judicial system, enhancing
justice delivery and promoting a more efficient and transparent
system. Pakistan’s judiciary urgently needs reforms to address
the overwhelming case backlog, inefficiencies, and corruption.

Technology and Al integration can revolution-
ize the justice system, enhancing speed, efficiency,
and transparency. By implementing electronic case
management systems, virtual courts, Al-assisted le-
gal research tools, predictive analytics models, and
enhancing judicial education and training, Pakistan
can transform its judiciary and ensure swift and ef-
fective justice for all Embracing technology and Al
is crucial for a modern, efficient, and just judicial
gystem. Implementing judicial technology and Al
initiatives requires a comprehensive and multifacet-
ed approach. By following these recommendations,
Pakistan can enhance the efficiency, accuracy, and
accessibility of its judicial system, ensuring speedy
trials and justice for all
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ritain elected its first Labour prime minister in 14 years,

with a landslide victory for the opposition party during

the July 4 elections. PM Keir Starmer takes the country’s

top job from Rishi Sunak with projections supgesting his left-
of-center party could have a majority of around 170 seats. Sir
Keir Starmer, leader of the Labour Party, is the prime minister
after Labour won the 2024 peneral election. In his first speech
at Diowning Street, he said he wanted to form “a government of
service” Starmer has had a rapid political ascent after entering
the U.K. Parliament less than a decade ago. But many Britons
still know little about the man who has positioned himself as
the country’s change candidate. After postgraduate studies at
the University of Oxford, Starmer began working as a barris-
ter. Starmer also served as a human rights advisor
during former Labour Prime Minister Tony
Blairs landmark Northern Ireland Good
Friday Agreement. Starmer was knighted
in 2014 for his services to criminal justice
and was elected to Parliament the follow-
ing year, serving as immigration minis-
ter and Brexit minister for the opposi-
tion. In 2020, he was appointed Labour
leader and instigated a major owverhaul
of the party after the resignation of Jeremy
Corbyn, who led the faction to a record loss in
the 2019 election. In his 2024 election campaign,
Starmer touted a “decade of national renewal” for
the country following what Labour has described
as years of spending cuts and falling living stand-
ards under the Tories. The UK general election
is a pivotal moment for Britain after 14 years of
Conservative Party government Polls supgest
that the centre-left Labour Party is set to return to
power in what would be a fundamental realipn-
ment of British politics. With all of the 850 seats
declared, Keir Starmer has taken office as the new
prime minister with a large Labour majority. Mil-
lions of voters in 650 constituencies are voting for
candidates to represent them as members of Par-
liament. The political party that wins the most seats usually
forms Britain’s next povernment, and that party’s leader also
becomes prime minister. To win an overall majority, a party
miist sectre 326 seats. If the top party falls short of that, it can
try to form a government with backing from others. UK new
prime minister, Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour Party won a land-
slide election victory, while the Conservative Party, which had
held power for 14 years, suffered its worst-ever defeat. And
outside 10 Downing Street, Prime Mindister Rishi Sunak offered
an apology. The House of Commeons is the main lawmaking
body for the United Kingdom, the other being the unelected
House of Lords. It consists of 650 members, each of whom is
elected by a geographical constituency of roughly equal pop-
ulation. In each constituency, the candidate with the largest
number of votes wins. There is no need to win 50% of the vote,
and votes for other candidates are in effect lost. This is known
as first-past-the-post voting. The Commons also chooses the
prime minister. By convention, the monarch invites the lead-
er of the largest party to form a government. The prospective
prime minister needs to have the support of the majority of
MPs. This is possible if they lead a party with an overall major-
ity or have the backing of other parties. A majority technically
requires 326 MPs (half of all seats plus one), but a small num-
ber of MPs - including the speaker, his deputies and the mem-
bers of Sinn Féin - do not usually vote. This means a working
majority can be achieved with just under 50% of seats. Under
Mr Sunak, the Conservatives have suffered stinging losses in
parliamentary special elections and elections for mayors and
local councils. Defenders of Mr. Sunak, say he is a victim of
the global economic headwinds coming out of the coronavi-
ris pandemic, and argue that he deserves credit for steadying
the markets. But he never followed that up with a convincing
strategy to recharge growth. Nor did he fulfil two other prom-
ises: to cut waiting times in the National Health Service and to
stop the small boats carrying asylum seekers across the Eng-
lish Channel. Mr Sunak, a one-

time Goldman Sachs banker Lab - : - : Con
whose wife is the daughter of an /112 E : 121
211 dxis R =

Indian technology billionaire, is
simply not relatable. Labour has
maintained a double-digit lead
in the polls for more than 18
months, Mr Starmer, &1, a for-

GLO/EE0 declared 326 for majority

minister since Gordon Brown left office in 2010. A Labour
government would operate under strict financial constraints,
which has raised questions about whether Mr Starmer would
have to raise taxes to pay for promised investments in the
N.H.5. and other public services. While he has issued a blan-
ket promise not to raise taxes on “working people” Labour is
expected to raise taxes on oil and gas companies, private eg-
uity firms and high-income foreigners who live in Britain. A
small anti-immigration party, Reform has risen in the polls in
recent months, and Conservative officials fear it could siphon
away supporters from their candidates. That has shaken up the
race and could help Labour by dividing the right-wing vote.
The Liberal Democrats, a small centrist party, are well placed
to win seats in affluent areas like Surrey, where right-leaning
voters find the party more palatable than Labour. The Lib
Dems made health and social care major priorities of their
campaign and were helped by Mr. Davey, 58, who spoke mov-
ingly about his personal struggles, including caring for his
disabled teenage son. He also subjected himself to publicity
stunts, including bungee jumping and paddle boarding, try-
ing to draw attention away from the partys bigger rivals. In
Scotland, the once-dominant Scottish National Party has been
weakened by a funding scandal and the departure of MNicola
Sturgeon as first minister, giving Labour a chance of picking
up maore seats there and easing Mr Starmer’s path to becoming
prime minister. The Green Party made sizable gains in local
elections in early May, and pre-election polling suggested that
it was picking up support among left-wing voters, especially
18- to 24-year-olds, alienated by Labour’s move to the centre,
In May 2011, there was a UK-wide referendum on whether to
bring in an alternative voting (AV) system instead of first-past-
the-post. It was known as the AV referendum. However, only
42 per cent of voters turned out to vote in the referendum, and
nearly 68 per cent were against introducing AV. A number of
mare things happened. First of all, it’s important to remember
that the Conservative Party had been in office for 14 years.

The Conservative Party in the United Kingdom suffered its
worst-ever defeat in the recent elections, losing to the Labour
Party, led by Sir Keir Starmer. The British party system may be
frapmenting but voters delivered a coherent message. Sever-
al factors contributed to this loss, induding Long tenure; The
Conservative Party had been in power for 14 years, making it
difficult for them to secure a fifth consecutive election victory;
Divisive policies: The party implemented austerity measures,
navigated the divisive Brexit, and faced challenges during the
pandemic and the Ukraine war. Unpopular leadership; Prime
Ministers Boris Johnson and Liz Truss made unpopular deci-
sions that alienated voters. Johnson’s staff held lockdown par-
ties during the pandemic, and Trusss mini-budget was seen
as disastrous; Split on the right: The emergence of the Reform
Party, led by Nigel Farage, split the right-wing vote and took
14% of thevote, damaging the Conservative Party; Anti-incum-
bency sentiment: Across Europe, there is an anti-incumbency
trend,vote, damaging the Conservative Party; Anbi-incum-
bency sentiment: Across Europe, there is an anti-incumbency
trend, which affected the Conservative Party as the incumbent
party in the UK. Some more reasons that contributed to the
Conservative Party’ loss in the UK general election; The Con-
servative Party’s handling of Brexit led to rising living costs,
shrinking household budgets and skyrocketing accommoda-
tion prices, which lost them support; The Conservative Par-
ty’s confusing and ineffective immigration policies lost them
support among , their voters; The Conservative government’s
response to thetheir voters; The Conservative government's re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic, incheding the initial strat-
egy and the handling of lockdowns, was heavily criticized; The
deterio ration of the UK's Mational Health Service (MHS) un-
der the Conservative Party’s rule was seen as a broken prom-
ise; The Conservative Party’s handling of the economy and the
rising cost of living was criticized for favoring the wealthy and
not doing enough for the broader population; Liz Trusss mi-
ni-budpget caused financial turmoil and damaged public trust
in the Conservative Party; Rishi Sunak’s perceived wealth and
lack of political charisma made him seem out of touch with

ordinary people and unable to make strong, decisive decisions;
No British political party has ever won a fifth successive term
in office, and voters were ready for a change; British politics
tends to work in cycles, with the two main parties usually get-
ting a run of between 10 to 15 years before the public votes
in the opposition. No British povernment has ever won five
consecutive election victories on the bounce. So the odds were
stacked against them. On top of which, theyd been very dif-
ficult years, and had a period of austerity, which saw big cuts
to public services. The UK had Brexit, which was obviously
terribly divisive. And then, in the wake of the pandemic and
the Ukraine war, had bad inflation, the cost of living crisis and
further strain on public services. On top of that, the UK had
two prime ministers, Boris Johnson and Liz Truss, who alien-
ated the public. Boris Johnson by holding - his Downing Street
staff holding lockdown parties during the COVID pandemic,
having set a rule for everybody else - his people didn’t obey
themselves. And then Liz Truss, who was very briefly prime
minister, held a disastrous mini-budget, which shattered the
Conservatives' reputation for economic confidence. So all of
those things together meant that the country was just funda-
mentally sick of them. It certainly didr’t help that you had this
split on the right, which ate terribly into their vote.

Historically, in Britain, there has only really been one impar-
tant party of the right, and that’ the Conservatives. Whereas,
the parties of the left have been split between the Labour Party
and the Liberal Democrats in particular. Well, this time, there
was a major party of the right, which took 14% of the vote and
did untold damage to the Conservative Party across the coun-
try. The question that’s not entirely clear and we'll only begin
to understand in the months ahead is whether thats a perma-
nent feature now or whether that was simply a manifestation
of the anger felt by former conservatives, and those people
might over time be coaxed back. The point is that there’s been
an anti-incumbency element to whats going on across Europe,
and obwiously, the incumbents in Britain were the Conserva-
tives. Therefore, the natural alternative historically has always
been the Labour Party. The question now is whether Britains
Conservative Party, which has been a broad coalition of right-
wing groups or sort of moderate right moving rightwards -
whether that now becomes more like some of the parties that
you're seeing in the European Union or, indeed, in the Repub-
lican Party in America, whether they move towards being that
more nationalistic radical right grouping or whether they at-
tempt to stay as a sort of broad coalition. There will be a big
debate now that the Conservative Party has lost a lot of leaders
in this election. So a lot of people who might have been poten-
tial leadership contenders have lost their seats. There will be
a big debate as to the real causes of their defeat. Those on the
right will argue that they lost because they opened up space
for Nigel Farage. They betrayed conservative principles, and
they needed to get back to them and take his votes from him.
Others in the mainstream will say they essentially lost becatise
they lost their reputation for competence, for governing well
and because people in Britain were not feeling better off. That’s
the debate thaf’s got to be had. And, of course, theres a bit of
truth in both. Fundamentally, they lost because the country
thought they were doing a very bad job and was fed up with
them. But that debate will focus on which way they po in terms
of their future leadership and, obvicusly, their future direction
more generally. The UK’ Conservative Party’s worst-ever de-
feat offers several lessons that long tenure in power can lead
to arrogance and disconnect from voters’ concerns; Polarizing
decisions like Brexit and austerity measures can alienate sig-
nificant voter segments; Unpopular leaders can harm the par-
ty’s image and electoral chances; Failure to address economic
woes and inequality can erode voter trust; Scandals and per-
ceived corruption can significantly damage a party’s reputa-
tiom; Failing to acknowledge and address voter dissatisfaction
can lead to electoral defeat; Parties must evolve and respond
to changing public sentiments and needs to remain relevant;
Infighting and ideclogical splits can weaken a partys electoral
prospects; A strong and united opposition can capitalize on
the m]mgpa.rt:r’s weakmnesses and win elections; and voters can
pinish parties that become too
comfortable or out of touch, en-
suring accountability and fresh
perspectives in government. This
highlights the significance of the
event, emphasizes the lessons that
can be learned from it, and invites
readers to explore the insights and
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ccording to the World Jus-
tice Project Rule of Law
Index 2020-21, Pakistan’s
worst score in the world,
and worldwide is 130 out
of 139. Unfortunately, there are many
reasons for this performance but one of
the most important reasons is the Paki-
stani Justice System for this long-stand-
ing trend. Fifty-three thousand cases are
pending in the Supreme Court, about
300,000 pending cases are in the five
high courts, and about 2.2 million cas-
es are pending in the subordinate courts
and judges in less than four provinces and
the state capital, according to the Pakistan
Law and Justice Commission. Our jus-
tice system was not designed to make
things easy for regular people.
The complex language, the behavioral
protocols and even the design of court-
houses themselves all seem as if they were
intentionally configured to put up barri-
ers between judges and lawyers and the
rest of us. The problem of access to justice
had already reached critical proportions
with low-income receiving inadequate or
no professional legal help for 96% of the
civil legal problems they faced Over the
last few years, technology has increasing-
ly been pitched as a solution to that prob-
lem. The widespread accessibility of video
conferencing has made it so that people do
not necessarily have to take time off work
to participate in a hearing or a trial, while
the growth of alternative dispute resolu-
tion tools, e-filing and digital evidence
platforms all have shown the potential to
transform the courtroom. The most im-
portant stakeholders in the justice system
are the citizens, and ensuring that they
have access to justice is the most impor-
tant challenge that needs to be overcome.
Inthe status quo, we see that accessing jus-
tice in the first place is the problem. Police
and other law-enforcement agencies are

seen as hostile, especially for the majority
of the underprivileged population. For-

women, accessing justice is all the more
challenging. Character shaming, incredu
lity, bribery are major challenges that cit-
izens face when dealing with the law-en-
forcement and justice system. Perhaps

technology can empower citizens to hold
the law-enforcement system accountable.

Technological transformation of the court system

The legal system in Pakistan still heavily
relies on traditional methods of working
and the major one is paperwork. It is of
utmost importance that the Court House
Is made efficient, affordable, intelligent
and smart through technology. Techno-

logical and scientific developments are

generating huge opportunities for tack-
ling societal challenges. However, the

benefits of technology and innovation are
unequally distributed, and they tend to
cause economic and political disruptions
in our societies that widen inequalities.

The introduction of e-courts by the Su-

up of independent forensic laboratories
for investigation of data is also very im-
portant, as the current high volume dealt
by a just a handful of forensic labs causes
unnecessary delays in the dispensation of
justice. As technology outside the justice
system continues to advance rapidly in
use and availability, the need for change
within the system is becoming unavoid-
able.
However, it took a pandemic for such
to become lace.
In the months following the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic, as courtrooms
around the world shut their doors and

preme Court of Pakistan where cases can  already high case backlogs started grow-
be heard via video link is a welcome ad- ing even more rapidly, some pioneering
dition to the current setup where com- court systems that had been experiment-
plainants and witnesses have to bear the ing with technology prior to the pandem-
cost of travel and stay for hearings, some- ic saw an opportunity to solve a problem
thing that otherwise and modemize their
deters them from “ courtrooms.  Along

the justice sys- the way, they have
;‘:nn.ssunllnj u'rmr;- The Cﬂ‘l‘ll:ﬂpt of made ﬂL‘ﬂf:ilr'ﬂ pro-
ments for recording technological gress ;1: access 10 jul;-
witness statements via tice learned a lot
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the cause of justice.

Whereas  technology
can be an important
enabler in access-
ing and dispensing
Justice, it is essential
that the limitations of
technology be kept in
mind when glamoris-
ing it or relying on it
too much. Whereas it
would be helpful for

portant that the
Court House is
made efficient,
affordable, intel-
ligent and smart
through technol-
ogy. Technologi-
cal and scientific
developments are

can be leveraged to
make the justice sys-
tem more equitable
in the post-pandem-
ic world Through-
out the pandemic
and since, court sys-
tems that implement-
ed digital solutions
have made been able
to make progress on

their backlog of cas-

judges, as announced 2 es as judges, lawyers
brdg:t Supreme Court ganeratlng huge and Illlgnnﬂlr:lll start-
of Pakistan, to use Opportunities for ed t interact more
artificial intelligence efficiently. The wide-

o access previous
precedents and case
law on specific cas-
es, letting Al make
a decision based on
computed facts may be a bit of a stretch
Mobile phone applications that connect
lawyers with citizens in search of a law-
yer were unveiled However, it is impor-
tant to consider how those who cannot
read or write and spend money on law-
yers can be connected to pro bono law-
yers without being taken advantage of
This is what innovators should be spend-
ing most of their time thinking about.
Another major issue that citizens in this
country face is the inefficiency of state
prosecutors and the court system. Using
technology for the attendance record of
public prosecutors will go a long way, as
the absence of state prosecutors in cases
that are cognisable and non-compounda-
ble which requires the state to be a party
causes delays. Digitisation of investiga-
lion files and court records is another im-
portant area in which the justice system
can be made efficient through the use of
technology. No citizen should have to en-
dure so many struggles, espedially if they
are the aggrieved party. Further, setting

tackling societal
challenges.

spread technological
transformation of the
’, nation’s court system
Is going to require a
concerted effort to de-
velop technologies that are purpose-built
for legal workflows; resilient enough to
respond to endless combinations of use
cases; and user-friendly enough for judg-
es, clerks, attoneys and individuals to
manage effectively.
To foster a technological convergence
among countries, and to aspire to a smart
world society, the G-20 should have a
central role connecting the 2030 SDG
goals which indude innovation, technol-
ogy. justice and equality. More specifi-
cally, the policies to apply in developing
countries must pursue aims such as the

open diffusion of knowledge, improving
digitaleducation, producing innovations
for local consumption, the reduction of
their energy deficits, and the technologica
empowerment of women. Implementing
such policies in a context of international
cooperation would make public-private
partnerships a key instrument for fund-
ing infrastructures, joint ventures, incu-
bators, start-ups and any other of entity
with a significant capadity for technology

transfer. Major changes and challenges
like automation, digitalization, 3D print
ing, Artificial Intelligence, retail through
the web, etc. are currently underway and,
in the years ahead, more change will come
from technological and scientific devel-
opments. There is a dialectic relationship
between technology and soclety: technol-
ogy is both part of the solution to societal
challenges and part of the problem, and
this deepens social inequalities. The con-
cept of technological justice can reconcile

these two faces, connecting technology,
a critical factor in human development,

with our aspirations for soclal justice and
greater equality between economies.

We propose to develop the concept of
technological justice, along with relevant
policies. The concept of technological jus-
tice requires a rethinking of how-both in
the developing and the developed world-
to encourage and nurture technological
innovation that has social value and is en-
vironmentally sustainable. There is a need
for a renewed focus on reform of nation-
al and intéernational innovation systems
and R&D policies, in an attempt to create
a new consensus on how public-private
partnerships can contribute to a more
open and sustainable use of technology.
More open source access for technologles
should be sought. It is essential to assure
an open diffusion of knowledge, innova-
tions and technologies in the design of
development policies. Development poli-
cies should support redistributive systems
and incentives for successful application
of new technologies. Legal frameworks
should be promoted to enable innovation
and the use of new technologies. Improve
the education of the left-behind coun-
tries through global schemes. Technolog-
ical justice should be linked to the SDG
Agenda. As a result, the timeframe for
proposals should coincide with the 2030
horizon.

The judiciary, the legal community and
civil soclety have come together with
a shared vision for a Digital Legal Pa-
kistan, They say that justice delayed fs
justice denied, hopefully, with the inter-
vention of legal-tech, we will be able to
change that. It is important that the laws
are fair and respect fundamental con-
stitutional rights, and that they provide
sufficient protections to citizens rather
than demonising their use of technolo-
gy to exercise rights. Moreover, the laws
must not be abused by the state against
dissidents and whistleblowers. We are at
a pivotal moment in the development of
the court system; we have an opportuni-
ty to truly raise the game and modernize
arcane processes that have been creating
unnecessary barriers to justice for far too
long. We are talking about the independ-
ence of the judiciary and the strength-
ening of the administration of justice in
order to provide justice and freedom for
citizens. Only an effective and efficient
justice system can ensure the enjoyment

of basic rights by the average person.
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The Middle East Situation: How Should Pakistan Respond?
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akdstan is watching with deep concern the ongoing
developments in the Middle East. For months, Pa-
kistan has underlined the necessity of international
efforts to prevent the expansion of hostilities in the re-
gion and for a ceasefire in Gaza. Pakistan’s foreign office
expressed deep concern over the escalation of
hostilities in the Middle East following Irans
retaliatory strikes against Israel, urging all
parties to exercise utmost restraint and
work toward de-escalation of tensions.
The statement comes in response to Iran
launching a swarm of explosive drones
and firing missiles at Israel in its first-ev-
er direct attack on Israeli territory, risk-
ing a major escalation in the Middle East.
Israel’s military said more than 100 drones
were launched from Iran, with security sources
in Iraq and Jordan reporting dozens seen flying
overhead and US officials saying the American
military had shot some down. Iran launched the
missiles and drone attacks against Israel for what
it said was a retaliatory attack against an Israeli
strike on its Damascus consulate on April 1 that
killed seven Revolutionary Guards officers, in-
cluding two senior commanders. These incidents
also underline the grave implications in cases
where the UN Security Council is unable to ful-

Schools’ Federation g j responsibilities of maintaining international
president@Pakistan peace and security. The Gaza war between Israel
privateschools.com and Hamas, now in its seventh month, has driven

In a shifting
global land-
scape, Pa-
kistan must
havigate its
course with
prudence,
seeking
stability
and strate-
gic advan-
tage, while
preserving
its core in-
terests.

up tensions in the region, spreading to fronts with Leba-
non and Syria and drawing long-range fire at Israeli tar-
gets from as far away as Yemen and Iraq. Pakistan, which
does not accept Israel as a sovereign state and also doesnt
have diplomatic relations with Israel, has urged the inter-
national community to intervene and impose a ceasefire
in the Middle East. For decades, Pakistan has called for
the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital, based on internationally agreed
parameters. Although Pakistan took a cautious approach
to the Israel-Gaza War, Islhmabad has consistently de-
manded a separate homeland for the Palestinians by their
wishes, with Al Quds Al Sharif as its capital. It is now crit-
ically urgent to stabilize the situation and restore peace.
But for Pakistan, this situation calls for reforms in its in-
ternal as well as external policies to be able to effectively
respond to the challenges engendered by the crisis in the
Middle East These reforms are much needed as the crisis
in the Middle East is unlikely to abate in the near future.
Political instability will continue to evade the region. The
GAZA war is likely to turn into protracted conflicts, with
increasingly catastrophic humanitarian consequences.
Iran and GCC states will continue to support opposing
camps in various theatres of conflict in the region, which
would keep their relations estranged or even hostile. As
is obvious, much of Pakistank predicament stems from
its economic problems. Though lately Pakistan’s economy
has shown some signs of improvement, it is still not out of
the woods. One of the major structural problems afflicting
Pakistan’s economy is its heavy dependence on external
sources especially on U.S. - foreign aid and remittances.
The economy thus remains vulnerable to external shocks,
and Pakistani policymakers are too well aware of this fact.
The present crisis should bring home the

message for Pakistani policymakers that -
with too heavy economic dependence on
other states or multilateral institutions,
the country will always find it challeng-
ing to adopt an independent course of
action in its foreign relations, particular-
ly when doing so could run afoul of the
interests of its donors or more wealthy
and powerful partners. A strong and
vibrant economy is the basis of inde-
pendent foreign policy for any nation,
and Pakistan is no exception to it. All ef-
forts must therefore be directed towards
the goal of a strong economy. Pakistan
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needs to give special policy attention to the issue of the
Middle Bast with the change in the geo-political and
geo-economic situation. Pakistan also needs to rethink
the basis of its relations with states, including the Muslim
states. The Middle East has been in flux ever since the US-
led invasion of Iraq in March 2003. Things deteriorated
further in the wake of the Arab Spring. Both of these de-
velopments were hoped to usher in an era of democratic
openness in the Middle East. They have, however, brought
in their wake only political instability and war, though
they did succeed in toppling some deeply entrenched dic-
tatorships.

The fallout of the crisis in the Middle East has spawned
several policy challenges for Pakistan vis-a- vis its relations
with the Middle East: the growing threat of sectarianism,
violent extremism and terror, domestic polarization and
threats to its economic development. Tackling these chal-
lenges necessitates the country revisit its foreign as well as
domestic policies. The crisis in the Middle East has only
added to the problems of the Palestinians. As the entire
Middle Eastern region was caught in political mayhem, vi-
olence and sectarian tensions, the international communi-
ty’s attention deviated away from the plight of Palestinians
and towards the crisis in other parts of the oil-rich region.
The Arab regimes, which had historically been champion-
ing the Palestinian cause, became entangled in their own
problems, practically leaving the Palestinians on their own
in the face of Israeli atrocities. This situation poses a seri-
ous challenge for Pakistan where the people have always
held the Palestinian cause close to their heart. Any large-
scale Israeli atrocities against innocent Palestinians, which
seem all the more likely given the Arab regimes’ apathy to-
wards the Palestine issue, can further radicalise Pakistani
Muslims. Since the early 1970s, religion has become the
basis of Pakistan’s relations with the Muslim world, par-
ticularly the oil-rich GCC states. And, no doubt, the strat-
egy yielded considerable dividends in the form of jobs for
millions of Pakistanis, billions of dollars of remittances,
huge financial aid and diplomatic support at internation-
al fora. But the strategy had its downside as well: sectar-
ian violence and radicalisation are largely the upshot of
the same strategy. Pakistan’s own success in building and
maintaining exemplary ties with China and Russia - can
serve as another good example of friendly and mutually
beneficial bilateral ties between two states having different
religious and cultural values, but shared strategic and eco-
nomic interests.

Pakistan should not be a part of any cold war and should
also have a candid dialogue with friendly Muslim states,
especially Iran and Saudi Arabia, over the issue. Pakistan
should also support a rapprochement between Iran and
Saudi Arabia so that Muslim states’ resources are utilised
for the betterment of their masses instead of financing
their mutual wars. In the present Strategic Studies and
geo-strategic environment, it would serve Pakistan ‘s in-
terests well if it focused also on building and capitalising
on its internal strengths such as the competitiveness of
its economy and skilled workforce. It can learn from In-
did's success in improving its relations with several Mus-
lim states, including the GCC members. And, last but
not least, Pakistan should also focus on buildingcapac-
ities of its internal security apparatus to enable them to
deal with an increasing array of threats challenging its do

mestic security. It should use the recent economic window of
opportunity afforded by the remittances bonanza, CPEC-re-
lated investment and overall economic progress to better
train and equip organisations dealing with internal securi-
ty challenges. The country should aggressively explore new
foreign markets for its workers to enhance and diversify its
remittance portfolio. This should also help cushion against
the negative effects of a drastic decrease in remittances from
a particular region due to political instability or economic
slowdown. Domestically, Pakistan should develop transpar-
ent mechanisms to provide overseas Pakistanis with invest-
ment opportunities so that they have something to bank on if
they have to return. This is particularly crucial for Pakistani
workers in the GCC countries who, unlike their counterparts
in North America and Western Europe, cannot acquire citi-
zenship of the host countries, and thus have to return to Pa-
kistan at some point in time.
Israel’s war on Gaza on the pretext of annihilating Hamas
has not only led to the massacre of thousands of ordinary
Palestinians, it has also (expectedly) generated ripples in the
geostrategic continuum. What was planned as a localised
‘war of attrition’ has, knowingly or otherwise, graduated to
a phenomenon that plays out on a regional theatre level in-
volving multiple countries. The Israel-Palestine conflict has
effectively divided the world into two camps, leaving little
room for alternative choices. This situation essentially rekin-
dles the geopolitical map reminiscent of the Cold War era,
with most nations adhering to their traditional positions
on the Israel-Palestine issue. Since there are significant in-
terests at stake with major international players involved in
the conflict, Pakistan's decision-makers have chosen a more
diplomatic approach, realizing the potential consequences of
using inflammatory rhetoric or acting hastily. For Pakistan,
the spectrum of possibilities appeared such: as balancing
ties between China and the United States, seeking guidance
from the Kingdom's Middle East policy; taking a clear stand
on the Ukraine and Gaza wars, and also aligning with the
US and the West. These courses of action held the potential
to assist Pakistan in addressing its economic challenges and
securing a comfortable position among major regional and
global powers. Arguably, Pakistani decision-makers do not
want to see Pakistan end up in a situation similar to that in
the Russia-Ukraine war. However, recent events in the Mid-
dle East have significantly altered these options. It is crucial
to note that the Pakistani population continues to oppose
the idea of normalizing relations with Israel. Pakistan main-
tained a balance to ensure the security of its broader politi-
cal and diplomatic interests. Economic crisis and long-term
foreign policy goals are seen keeping Islamabad cautious.
As much of Pakistans predicament stems from its economic
problems. Though lately Pakistan’s economy has shown some
signs of improvement, it is still not out of the woods. One of
the major stractural problems afflicting Pakistaris economy
is its heavy dependence on external sources - foreign aid and
remittances. The economy thus remains vulnerable to exter-
nal shocks, and Pakistani policymakers are too well aware of
this fact. The present crisis should bring home the message
for Pakistani policymakers that with too heavy economic
dependence on other states or multilateral institutions, the
country will always find it challenging to adopt an independ-
ent course of action in its foreign relations, particularly when
doing so could run afoul of the interests of its donors or more
wealthy and powerful partners. A strong and vibrant econ-
omy is the basis of independent foreign
policy for any nation, and Pakistan is no
exception to it. All efforts must therefore
be directed towards the goal of a strong
economy. Pakistan also needs to rethink
the basis of its relations with states, in-
cluding the Muslim states. Pakistan should
also support a rapprochement between
Muslim states’ so that their resources are
utilised for the betterment of their masses
- instead of financing their mutual wars. In
8% - ashifting global landscape, Pakistan must
; navigate its course with prudence, seeking
stability and strategic advantage where
. possible, while preserving its core interests.
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The genocide case against Israel at the ICJ

he International Courtof Justice (IC]) began hearing argu-
ments in genocide case against Israel filed by South Afri-

ca, setting off the most significant international challenge

yet to Israel’s war in Gaza. South Africa says Israel is committing
genocide against the Palestinians in its war in Gaza. It is also
asking the court to order Israel to cease its military activity. The
IC] is the United Nations' highest court. South Africa brought
this case at the IC] against Israel under the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, also
known as the Genocide Convention, of which both
states are parties. The Genodde Convention de-
fines genocide as specific “acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a nation-
al, ethnical, racial or religious group” Some
of the acts against members of the targeted
group include killings, serious physical or
mental harm, measures designed to prevent
future births, or conditions purposefully de-
signed to physically destroy the group or part
of the group. The Genocide Convention allows
any state party to bring a case against another state
party to the IC] on issues including responsibility for
genocide, conspiracy to commit penocide, or attempt

Kﬂﬁhlf Ml IZa to commit genocide. The International Court of Justice,
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established after World War 11 in 1945 by the United Na-
tions Charter to settle disputes between countries. The
UN. General Assembly and Security Council elect the
court’s 15 judges to nine-year terms. The current elect-
ed judges are from the following countries: Australia,
Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, Jamaica, Japan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Russia, Slovakia, Somalia, Uganda,
and the United States. In February 2024, four judges
from Jamaica, Morocco, Russia, and the United States
will finish their terms and be replaced by incoming

privateschools.com judges from Mexico, Romania, South Africa, and the

South Africa
requested the
ICJ to order
Israel, among
other things,
to suspend its
military opera-
tions, take all
measures neces-
sary to prevent
genocide, and
to refrain from
Killing, injuring,
or committing
other acts con-
stituting geno-
cide against Pal-
estinians. With
the genocide
case against
Israel, South Af-
rica Challenged
Western-led Or-
der.

United States. It is the main judicial body of the United
Nations (UN) and all member states can bring cases before it
under treaties, by agreement, or another form of consent. Cer-
tain organisations can also ask the court to issue a non-binding
advisory opinion on a legal question. The IC] rules on questions
of state responsibility—that is, on when a state has violated a rule
of international law or an international legal obligation. It is not
a criminal court and does not decide on individual criminal re-
sponsibility. A different, unrelated court in The Hague, the Inter-
national Criminal Court, serves this function, and South Africa,
with other like-minded states, has already referred the situation
in Gaza to it for investigation. Under international law, genocide
is defined as committing one or more acts with the intention
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or reli-
gious group. Those acts are: killing or causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the group deliberately inflicting on
the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in part imposing measures intended to
prevent births within the group forcibly transferring children of
the group to another group. The Court’s jurisdiction on Arti-
cle 36, paragraph 1, of the Statute of the Court and on Article
IX of the Genocide Convention allow as provisional measures,
pursuant to Article 41 of the Statute of the Court and Articles
73, 74 and 75 of the Rules of Court, the Court must
take provisional measures in order to protect against
further, severe and irreparable harm to the rights of
the Palestinian people under the Genocide Conven-
tion and to ensure Israels compliance with its obliga-
tions under the Genocide Convention not to engage
in genocide, and to prevent and to punish genocide,
which shall have priority over all other cases. Indeed,
the acts and omissions by Israel are genocidal in char-
acter, as they are committed with the requisite specif-
ic intent to destroy Palestinians in Gaza as a part of _
the broader Palestinian national, racial and ethnical
group, and that the conduct of Israel through its State
organs, State agents, and other persons and entities
acting on its instructions or under its direction, con-
trol or influence in relation to Palestinians in Gaza,
is in violation of its obligations under the Genocide
Convention.
Genocidesare never declaredin advance,all the Israeli’s
actionsare enough proofof genocidal intent. Mass kill-
ings of Palestiniansis he first genocidal act in Gaza. As |

the number of Palestinians killed in Gaza by Israeli operations
since October 7 nowstands at more than 24,000 included 11,000
plus children, the strip’s Hamas-run health ministry has said. It
added that 60,697 Palestinians have injured during the same pe-
riod The World Health Organization (WHO) says only 12 out
of Gaza's 36 hospitals are partially functioning. The nine hospi-
tals in the south are operating at three times their capacity, while
facing critical shortages of basic supplies and fuel for generators.
UN agencies say 40% of Gazans - 576,600 people - have exhaust-
ed their food supplies and coping capacities and face catastroph-
ic hunger and starvation. According to Unrwa, the UN agency
for Palestinian refugees, 1.9 million Gazan residents - about 85%
of the population - have been displaced, and 1.4 million of them
are sheltering in its facilities. Every day is a strugple for surviv-
al. Israel has deployed highly destructive 2000-pound bombs
in parts of Gaza that it has itself declared safe. More than 1,800
families have lost multiple family members, while some fami-
lies do not have any survivors left, even no one has been spared,
not babies, and especially not children. Indeed, the Gaza-Gen-
ocide is not about the claims of Israel protecting itself, but, this
is all about oil. Indeed, IDF's Gaza war is to get illegal posses-
sion and control on Palestinian gas, focused on the 1.4 trillion
cubic feet of natural gas discovered in 2000 off the Gaza coast,
valued at $524 billion to avert Israeli energy crisis. The Israeli
Defense Forces (IDF) militarys brutal attacks in Gaza are the
deadliest and most destructive criminal war in recent history,
buit Israelis look in vain for any sign of victory. Moreover, [srael
also arrested a large numbers of Palestinians, induding children,
who were undressed and loaded onto trucks going to unknown
locations. The suffering of the Palestinian people, physical and
mental, is undeniable. By forced displacement and food block-
ade, Israel has deliberately imposed conditions that cannot sus-
tain life and that are calculated to bring about the destruction of
Gaza through its forced displacement of most of the population.
Thousands of families have been displaced multiple times, with
a million now having no homes to return to. lsrael gave entire
hospitals orders to evacuate within 24 hours with no assistance
in moving the injured or in moving medical supplies. It did the
same with large parts of northern Gaza, where more than one
million people were asked to move at short notice, that order it-
selfwas genocidal. Israel has also blockaded food and water from
the Strip, causing widespread hunger and that it has removed the
ability to distribite what is available by restricting the movement
of aid workers. lsrael has also deliberately imposed conditions
denying Palestinians in Gaza adequate shelter, clothes, bedding
and other critical non-food items. There’ no safe water to drink,
clean and cook, and that disease cases, including diarrhoea, are
soaring. Palestinians may die from hunger and disease, yet the
siege continues. The fourth genocidal action is Israels military
assault on Gaza’s healthcare system that renders life there unsus-
tainable. Gaza's healthcare was already crippled by years of attack
by Israel, and now, it is simply unable to cope with the sheer
number of injured people who need life-saving treatment. Pre-
venting Palestinian births is fifth genocidal action of Israel, who
is blocking life-saving treatment needed to deliver babies. This,
amounts to preventing births in Gaza, and is an act of genocide.
Moreover, the reproductive violence inflicted by Israel on Pales-
tinian women, newborn babies, infants and children qualified as

The Israeli officials’ statements are further proof of intent. In
particilar, PM Netanyahu's comments on October 28 when the
prime minister urged troops preparing to enter Gaza to “remem-
ber what Amalek has done to you,” - a biblical command from
God to entirely destroy a group. The destruction of Palestinian
life is articulated state policy. During its oral argument, Israel
vehemently denied all allegations that it was responsible for gen-
ocide, and argued that its actions were in self-defence, follow-
ing Hamass October 7 attacks. Israel framed its actions under
the right of self-defense in the war against Hamas, but acknowl-
edged that Hamas’s actions do not absolve [srael of its legal obli-
gations. Israeli officials have railed against the South Africa suit.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said South Africa present-
ed hypocrisy and lies at the court. Many Muslim, non-Muslim
countries, and international organisations included UN and OIC
have rallied behind South Africa in its case. Whereas, Israel has
seen backing from the United States, its main weapons supplier
and diplomatic patron.

South Africa’s ruling African National Congress has long shown
its support for Palestinians and backed their right to self-deter-
mination, considering them to be subject to a long-standing re-
gime of apartheid, like South Africa was. With the genocide case
against Israel, South Africa Challenged Western-led Order. After
arguing its genocide case against Israel at the International Court
of Justice, South Africa won praise for standing up for Palestin-
ians under Israeli bombardment in Gaza. The case on genocide
against Israel, South Africa states in its application to institute
proceedings that no armed attack on a Statek territory no mat-
ter how serious—even an attack involving atrocity crimes—can,
however, provide any possible justification for viclations of the
Genocide Convention. The case itself will likely take many years
to conclude. Prior cases under the Genodide Convention at the
IC] agpinst Serbia, for example, took more than a decade before
a final decision was issued. Due to the urgency of provisional
measires and the risk of irreparable harm, this phase takes pri-
ority over all others and must be resolved in a days. Important-
ly, the court will not be ruling on whether Israel has committed
genocide at this phase—it will only rule on provisional meas-
ures. Right now, however, the court is addressing South Afri-
cas request for provisional measures. Provisional measures are
emergency measures the court can order the parties to take to
prevent irreversible damage to a right directly linked to the case
at issue. South Africa requested the ICJ to order lsrael, among
other things, to suspend its military operations, take all meas-
ures necessary to prevent genocide, and to refrain from killing,
injuring, or committing other acts constituting genocide against
Palestinians. Orders from the court, including on provisional
measures, are binding on the parties but the court does not have
its own enforcement mechanism. For a situation to constitute
genocide, therefore, both the specific acts and the specific intent
to destroy a group must be proven, and the intention by the re-
sponsible actors to destroy a group, completely or in part, must
be demonstrated To drive its arguments home, the South Af-
rican legal team not only proved that the indiscriminate mass
killings genocide are indeed happening, but also proved that
there is an intent to commit these acts by [srael. No doubt, Israel
has committed and failed to prevent genocidal acts, including
mass killings, serious bodily and mental harm, and imposing
conditions intended to bring about the
destruction of a substantial part of the
Palestinian national, racial and ethnical
group, that being the part of the Pales-
tinian group in the Gaza Strip. Israel has
failed to prevent or punish the directand
public incitement to genocide by senior
Israeli officials and others. Indeed, [s-
rael has violated its obligations under
the Genocide Convention; that it must
stop any genocidal acts; ensure that peo-
ple committing or inciting genocide are
punished; collect and preserve or al-
low for the collection and preservation
of evidence of penocidal acts against
Palestinians in Gaza; and issue repa-
rations, including allowing displaced
Palestinians to return to their homes,
reconstruct what it destroyed in Gaza,
and ensure respect for the human rights
of Palestinians in Gaza, among others.
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The Pakistan Education Statistics 2021-22: A Much-Awaited Report!

Kashif Mirza

The writer is an
economist, anchor,
analyst and the
President of All
Pakistan Private
Schools’ Federation
president@Pakistan
privateschools.com

There is
imminent
need for
strategic
planning
and sus-
tainable
invest-
ment in
critical
sectors
like ed-
ucation
to build
resilient
and inclu-
sive soci-
eties

Pakistan is undeniable. As a cornerstone for national
development, it demands a prominent place in poli-

cy discussions and decisions. Education policies should not
only reflect current needs but also anticipate future chal-
lenges, shaping a system that is resilient, inclusive, and for-
ward-thinking. Education bears a fundamental position with
regards to human, social and economic development The
credible information, an important part of which is data-cen-
tered evidence, enables the understanding of the ed-
ucation system’ landscape in Pakistan, its key
characteristics, and forms a basis for formu-
lation of future policy-related actions. The
Pakistan Education Statistics 2021-22 is
a much-awaited publication as it shall
be an authentic source of information
in post-COVID scenario. Undoubted-
ly. the leadership of Mr. Waseem Ajmal
Choudhary, Secretary Ministry of Fed-
eral Education and Professional Training
(MoFE&PT), and under the supervision of
Dr. Muhammad Shahid Soraya, Director Gen-
erdl PIE and his team during the whole process was
exemplary. The personal interest taken by him was
remarkable in improving the report. The data re-
leased through this report not only provides an ac-
count of current state of education system across
the country but also displays the insights about the
impact of COVID-19 on the education sector. The
findings of the report refresh the commitment of
the MoFE&PT for fulfilment of its obligations en-
shrined in the constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan under Article 25-A - Right to Edu-
cation. The report is also offering insights about
investment in education made by the federal and
provincial governments. The Pakistan Education
Statistics 2021-22 report examines the Education
Landscape in Pakistan and offers a comprehensive view of Pa-
kistans education sector. It covers a network of 313,418 edu-
cation institutions, catering to 54,870,964 students with the
support of 2,139,631 educators. Within this network, 227,506
institutions, accounting for 73%, are formal schools ranging
from primary to higher secondary levels. Additionally, the re-
port includes 43,613 religious schools or deeni madaris, mak-
ing up 14% of the total, and 8% (25,106) are non-formal ba-
sic education institutes. The remaining institutions comprise
3% (10,087}, that are schools of the education foundations,
1% (4,182) technical & vocational institutes, and another
1% (2,487) degree colleges. The education landscape is fur-
ther enriched with 220 universities and 217 teacher training
institutes across Pakistan. The school education system en-
compasses 227,506 institutions, serving 42,576,130 students
and employing 1,625,747 teachers. There is a total of 313,418
both public and private schools including 2,088 other public
category across all levels in the school education system in
Pakistan. This distribution is also reflected in the enrollment
figures, where a significant 53.5% (29,359,376) of students are
educated in public schools (including other public category
enrolment), predominantly primary level institutions (78%),
followed by middle (11%), high {10%), and higher secondary
(29%). In contrast, 46.5% (25,511,588) of students are enrolled
in private sector schools. Whereas, according to the latest
report of All Pakistan Private Schools Federation (APPSF)
regarding the Pakistan Private Education Statistics 2022-23
report, 53.1% (299,110,980) of students are enrolled in pri-
vate sector schools. Moreover, as per APPSF Report 2021-22
private schools employ 61% of these teachers (1,549,746),
this date is very close to the PIEs Report 2021-223, in which
public schools show employ the remaining 42% (889,885),
underlining the critical role both sectors play in shaping Paki-
stan’s academic landscape. Complementing this division, the
education workforce consists of a total of 2,139,631 teachers.
Additionally, public-private partnerships (PPPs) play a signif-
icant role. In the sphere of Non-Formal Education, the public
sector emerges as the primary service provider, encompass-
ing 86% of the student population in this segment and em-
ploying 78% of the teaching workforce. The Technical and

The significance of education in shaping the future of

Vocational Education & Training (TVET) enrols 65% male
students and employs 74% male teachers, exhibiting stark gen-
der imbalances. The education landscape is further marked by
a significant presence of religious schools, or Deeni Madaris,
totaling 43,613, These institutions are managed by religious
seminaries, contributing to the country’s diverse educational
gystem. Pakistan has a total of 220 universities and higher ed-
ucation institutions, of which 38% are managed by the private
sector. This sector demonstrates a strong female presence, with
women accounting for 45% of the total enrollment of 2,225,251
students, underscoring the growing inclusivity of women in
tertiary education in Pakistan.

Pakistan grapples with one of the worlds most significant
challenges of out-of-school children (O0SC). Pakistan comes
in after Nigeria and India where the number of OOSC is the
highest in the world. According to the report’s findings, Pun-
jab tops the list with 10.11 million children lacking access to
education, followed by Sindh with seven million, Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa with 3.6 million, and Balochistan with 3.1 million.
Additionally, the federal capital, Islamabad, has 80,000 children
who are not attending school. The report highlights that 39%
of these children are not attending school for various reasons,
with Balochistan having the highest percentage of 65% of OSC.
Despite recent progress in reducing the percentage of OOSC
from 44% in 2016-17 to 39% in 2021-22, the absolute number
has risen from 22.02 million excluding AJK and GB to 26.21
million, largely attributed to population growth. This increase
underscores the persistent and pressing issue of education ac-
cess and retention in the country. The proportion of OOSC is
alarmingly high across various education levels. In primary
education, 36% (10.77 million) of children are out of school.
This issue extends into middle school with 30% (4.94 million)
0QO0SC, and is even more pronounced in high school and higher
secondary levels, with 44% (4.55 million) and 60% (5.95 mil-
lion) respectively. Punjab and Sindh report the highest num-
bers of OOSC, with 11.73 million and 7.63 million respectively.
Khyber Pakhtunkbwa (KP) faces 3.63 million cases of OOSC,
while Balochistan reports 3.13 million. The Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) has the lowest figure, with 0.08 million OOSC.
A notable gender disparity persists, with a higher percentage
of female students being out of school compared to their male
counterparts at all education levels. Moreover, economic factors
play a significant role in this issue. A staggering 51% of children
from the poorest quintile are not attending primary school, and
this pattern continues in middle education, with 55% QOSC
in the same economic bracket. The COVID-19 pandemic had
a huge impact on education systems worldwide, with Pakistan
being no exception. The closure of schools, done as a preventive
measure to curb virus, disrupted the regular learning routines
of millions of students. Moreover, the economic repercussions
of the pandemic have had a direct bearing on education access
and participation across the country. Families grappling with
job losses, income reductions, and overall financial instability
may prioritize immediate economic needs over educational ex-
penses. This could result in increased dropout rates, particular-
ly among vulnerable populations. In this challenging context,
policymakers and stakeholders in Pakistan face the critical task
of implementing strategies to mitigate the long-term impact of
COVID-19 on education and ensure equitable access for all stu-
dents. The disparity becomes even more pronounced at higher
education levels, where the poorest quintile accounts for 75% of
OQOSC. The Pupil-School ratio across Pakistan averages at 162,
suggesting that each school accommodates about 162 students.
On the other hand, the Teacher-School ratio stands at an av-
erage of 5, implying that each school has around five teachers.

The Pupil-Classroom ratio, which reflects the average number

of students in each classroom, is observed to be 37 for primary,
33 for middle, 45 for high, and 52 for higher secondary levels.
There is a notable disparity in the availability of essential facil-
ities across different regions of Pakistan. The ICT, Punjab, and
KP exhibit relatively better conditions in this regard. However,
other provinces, particularly Balochistan, face significant chal-
lenges. In Balochistan, only 23% of primary schools have access
to safe drinking water, the lowest among all provinces, followed
by Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K) at 31%, Sindh at 61%,
and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) at 63%. The situation is not much

better in middle schools, with 40% in Balochistan and 52% in
AJ&K having access to safe drinking water facilities. Similarly,
toilet facilities are scarce in primary schools, with only 33% in
Balochistan, 42% in AJ&K, and 57% in Sindh having access.
Maoreover, boundary walls, crucial for school security, are pres-
ent in only 59% of Sindh’ schools, 39% in Balochistan, 31% in
AJ&K, and 61% in GB. Electricity availability shows significant
regional discrepancies. While Punjab and ICT have managed to
provide electricity to all primary schools, the figures are starkly
lower in other provinces and regions: only 15% in Balochistan,
21% in AJ&K, 38% in Sindh, and 44% in Gilgit-Baltistan. Be-
tween 2016-17 and 2021-22, there has been some progress in
enhancing these facilities. Schools with electricity increased
slightly from 67% to 70%, and those with toilet facilities from
76% to 79%. Similarly, schools equipped with boundary walls
rose from 77% to 79%, and those with access to drinking water
improved from 76-78%. Traditionally, Pakistan has been allo-
catingaround 2% of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) towards
education. However, the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020-21 brought a significant reduction in this allocation,
decreasing the education spending to 1.4% of GDP. There has
been a slight improvement in the following year, as reported by
the Pakistan Economic Survey 2022-23, with education spend-
ing recovering to 1.7% of GDP in 2021-22. The results from key
assessments conducted by the Pakistan Institute of Education’s
(PIE) National Assessment Wing’s two primary testing activi-
ties, specifically the Trendsin International Mathematics & Sci-
ence Study (TIMSS) and the National Achievement Test (NAT),
highlight the urgent need to improve learning outcomes among
students. According to the TIMSS 2019, only a quarter (27%) of
students at the end of primary school in Pakistan reach at least
a minimum proficiency level in mathematics. This statistic is
a stark indicator of the challenges in achieving adequate pro-
ficiency in fundamental subjects. The NAT 2019 results show
that just 60% of primary students attain mean score in read-
ing. A review of gross enrollment ratio figures from primary
through secondary education in Pakistan indicates a discerni-
ble gender gap. This disparity extends to the Adjusted Net En-
rollment Rates, where 65% of male students are enrolled in pri-
mary to secondary education, compared to 57% of their female
counterparts. In terms of the Survival Rate, which measures the
percentage of students who continue their education at a given
level, there is relative parity between genders. The rate is 77%
for male students and marginally higher at 78% for female stu-
dents. However, gender differences become more apparent in
the Effective Transition Rates.

Thisreport shall serve as avaluable resource for policy and deci-
sion makers, academicians, scholars, CS0s, and other actors of
the education system. The report shall truly contribute in shap-
ing the education policies, sectoral plans, and priorities of the
Government for efficient use of resources to increase access in
education while improving the quality and governance dimen-
sions. Data collection and analysis serves a dual purpose: firstly;
it illuminates key areas that require improvement, guiding pol-
icymakers in addressing these challenges effectively, secondly;
it aids in formulating strategic educational plans that can bring
about transformative changes. Moreover, this data plays a crit-
ical role in highlighting the sector’ progress and accomplish-
ments, providing a factual basis for celebrating successes and
understanding shortcomings. The policy-makers and planners
had to make difficult decisions regarding budget allocations to
address the multifaceted challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic. During and after the peak of the pandemic, there
was a pressing need to divert funds towards healthcare infra-
structure, vaccine procurement, and social protection measures
to support the most vulnerable segments of the population. The
unprecedented nature of the pandemic and its wide-ranging im-
pacts compelled governments to prioritize immediate and ur-
gent needs, often at the expense of other sectors, including edu-
cation. This could explain the decline in the mimber of schools
with basic facilities from 2016-17 to 2021-22, as there have been
insufficient budgetary allocations (1.4% of GDP) for the repair,
maintenance, and upgrading of educational infrastructure, Bal-
ancing competing priorities in resource allocation remains a
complex challenge for governments. There is imminent need
for strategic planning and sustainable investment in critical
sectors like education to build resilient and inclusive societies.
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Time for Pakistan to raise its judicial standards!

special committee concerned to formulate a package

of legal and constitutional reforms to bring in judicial
reforms in Pakistan. Despite significant legislative and judi-
cal reforms, the current legal system in Pakistan has failed to
provide victims of crimes with prompt and equitable justice,
and severe inadequacies continue to damage Pakistani citi-
zens' lives and has not been able to provide speedy and equi-
table justice to the victims of crime, and serious shortcomings
continue to affect the lives of the people of Pakistan.
“The people before you were destroyed because
they used to inflict legal punishments on the

poor and forgive the rich"—Hadith by Holy
Prophet Muhammad (SAW), Sahih Bukhari,
Volume 8, Book 81, Number 778. Pakistans
judiciary, known until recently for judicial
activism, was ranked among bottom per-
forming countries at 130th out of 142th on
the Rule of Law Index ranking 2023 by the
WIJP Report. Regionally, Pakistan ranks 5th
out of 6 countries in South Asia. The region’s top
performer is Nepal, ranked 71st out of 142 global-
ly, followed by Sri Lanka and India. According to the

Paklstaﬁs Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif directed the

Kashif Mirza corstttion of idamic Republic o Pakistan, the judi-

The writer is an
economist, anchor,
analyst and the
President of All
Pakistan Private
Schools’ Federation
president@Pakistan
privateschools.com

It is the
need of
the hour to
bring about
sweeping
reforms in
criminal and
civil laws
and an ad-
ministrative
system to
ensure jus-
tice is avail-
able to all
segments
of society
and assure
the people
that all rank
and file are
equal in the
eyes of the
law.

cial system operates independent of the Executive. The
backlog of cases is especially detrimental to criminal
cases since roughly two-thirds of jail inmates are un-
der-trial prisoners, this inevitably contributes to over-
crowding in prisons. In June 2023, it was revealed that
54,387 cases were pending before the Supreme Court,
this number escalated to 57,766 cases in December.
The number of overall pending cases to be disposed
of by Pakistan’s judicial system was calculated to be
2,260,000. However, past and recent events corrob-
orate the perception that the establishment has a de-
gree of influence over the Judiciary, which has been
hand in gleve in most extra-constitutional steps taken in the
last 76 years. Our jurisprudence and legal system should have
taken this path of light in its pursuit of dispensation of justice.
The courts and honourable judges are entrusted with one of
the most sacred responsibilities. With a stroke of the pen, they
can impact the present and future of individuals as well as the
state. Judiciary represents the only forum where people can
seek justice. An effective justice system is vital to ensure rule
of law, and provide a mechanism to address grievances arising
from offences against individuals and society. The justice sys-
tem should operate in a way that people can resolve their dis-
putes peacefully and efficiently. Litmus tests for good judicial
systems include accessibility, affordability and freedom from
discrimination and influence of the powerful elite. Unfortu-
nately, the current system in Pakistan fails on these yardsticks.
Independence of the judiciary is important for the rule of law,
subject to accountability, but the current legal system in Paki-
stan was brought about by British colonisation and is extreme-
ly difficult for locals to understand. Several problems and diffi-
cuilties have tainted it for a long time. Political parties also have
not taken any serious steps to reform the situation even after
Benazir Bhutto and Mian Nawaz Sharif signed the Charter of
Democracy, agreeing to bring about judicial reforms. Though
they had agreed on various points, including the appointment
of judges these were not incorporated in the 18th Amendment
to the constitution. Also, no independent mechanism was pro-
vided for maintaining transparency and accountability in the
judiciary. Although the Chief Justice of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa
assured the Pakistan Bar Council and the Supreme Court Bar
Association that the Supreme Court will develop a compre-
hensive policy on the fixation of pending cases and setting up
of benches that will outlast his tenure, but still awaiting. Devis-
ing a speedy justice system is a daunting challenge in Pakistan
due to the large pendency, frivolous cases where filers go un-
punished, frequent adjournments, administrative highhand-
edness forcing people to go to courts, outdated procedures and
paucity of judges. The existing inefficient and outdated judicial
system is exploited by money power that hires crafty lawyers to
get justice, delayed, destroyed or maneuvered.
The criminal justice system in Pakistan has a long histo-
ry of poorgovernance, inflexibility, maladministration, cor-
ruption, lack of resources, and misuse of power. Account-
ability issues and a lack of cooperation between the inves.

tigation and prosecution wings in Pakistan’s criminal justice sys-
tem allow accused persons to flee. The government and the legal
profession are responsible for CRPC, PPC, and Qanoon-i-Shaha-
dat reforms to improve efficiency and deliver justice. Although,
a set of amendments introduced by the Federal Ministry for law
and justice embodies an evolution from the archaic and outdated
laws that were inherited by Pakistan from the colonial era. These
amendments mark a progressive change towards protecting the
rights of vulnerable groups in the society, at the root of all these
amendments is consideration of human rights. Formerly, the then
government proposed nearly 700 amendments pertaining to the
criminal justice system, but still facing the challenges of the imple-
mentation in true spirit. In the proposed framework, the Ministry
of Law and Justice suggested amendments to the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedire (CrPC), the Qanoon-i-Shahadat, 1984 (Q50), Pa-
kistan Penal Code (PPC) and other relevant laws in a bid to im-
prove efficiency and delivery of justice, and emphasized that these
amendments will enstire justice is accessible to vulnerable sections
of the society, particularly women, children, and those suffering
from mental illnesses. Amendments introduced in procedural law
should aim to dispense speedy justice by reducing the backlog
of pending cases before the country’ judiciary. As reflected, the
amendments also hope to sensitize law for vulnerable groups of so-
ciety in addition to providing them with adequate safeguards. The
amendments have also been proposed in consideration of changing
times, this isincapsulated in provisions permitting the admissibili-
ty of evidence obtained via modern devices. Court intervention to
deter absconders from justice has also been introduced to prevent
miscarriages of justice. Fairly new concepts such as plea bargain
should have also been made part of the law to discourage lengthy
litigation. The reforms and amendments should be welcomed with
enthusiasm since Courts in Pakistan are plagued with endless de-
lays, lengthy rounds of litigation, and increasing financial burdens
on citizens. Where difficulties hinder the timely conclusion of a
trial, the High Court will require the Provincial or Federal Govern-
ment to remove obstacles. Moreover, section 344 of CrPC must be
implemented in true spirit, which contains the power to postpone
or adjourn proceedings has also been amended to reflect that no
criminal trial is to be adjourned for more than three days, unless
in cases determined exceptional by the trial Court. It is hoped that
these provisions would solve Pakistan's long-standing problem of
judicial overburden. Among the most salient features of the pro-
posed amendments is the nine-month deadline for the completion
of criminal trials. In case of failure of meeting this deadline, the
trial Court should be required to provide an explanation and if
accepted, fresh timelines will be provided by the High Court. As
per international human rights instruments, detainees possess the
right to have a trial within a reasonable time or to be released while
the trial is pending. This is mainly because confining an accused
person without trial interferes with their fundamental right to lib-
erty. In an attempt to prevent unnecessary litigation, Section 250
of the CrPC has been amended to increase fines payable for false,
frivolous, or vexatious accusations from twenty-five thousand ru-
pees to five hundred thousand rupees. This hefty sum is proposed
to reduce the judicial overburden by ensuring only necessary suits
are instituted before Courts. Admissibility of evidence obtained
through Modern Devices is inevitable. To further expedite justice,
atidio and video recordings of testimonies should have been made
admissible in situations where it is not possible for a witness to
attend Court in person. Where it is not possible to record evidence
via audio and video recordings, the police officer must document
reasons in writing. Amendments have also been made to Article
164 of the QS0 to all ow evidence that is obtained or becomes avail-
able through modern devices. Prior to this amendment, Article
164 reflected archaic provisions by restricting the admissibility of
evidence obtained through modern devices and placing significant
reliance on ocular testimonies which often proved to be unreliable
or were simply not available. The amendment is especially help-
ful in the present era of technology since videos made on mobile
phones and circulated on social media serve as the primary proof
of a crime. A new chapter XXIIB has been inserted in the CrPC
which introduces the concept of a plea bargain. This arrangement
entails that an accused may file an application for a plea bargain
at the trial Court, the Court upon receiving this notice shall is-
sue notice to the public prosecutor in addition to the accused and
the complainant. This arrangement prevents a lengthy trial, and
it may allow the defendant to avoid a more serious penalty. The
concept of plea bargain is fairly commeon in UK, USA and Canada.
Ex isting provisions have been tweaked to provide for the stricter

treatment of absconders from justice. Section 88 of CrPC which
deals with attachment of property of a person absconding has been
amended to empower the Court to block Computerized National
Identity Cards (CNICs), and other identity and travel documents
belonging to the proclaimed person. If a proclaimed offender ap-
pears before the Court, the Court shall order de-blocking of the
aforementioned documents.

Constant interference in the Executives working by the Judidary
has paralysed the functional efficiency of government. Although
the constitution is very clear about separation of powers in deter-
mining functions and boundaries of each organ of the state to avoid
any conflict, some of the judges have been using suo motu powers
inan conflict, some of the judges have been using suo motu powers
in an irresponsible way as noted by the incumbent chief justice.
This interference in Executives affairs seems to have started after
the Lawyers' Movement for the restoration of superior judiciary.
Checks on use of such powers were weak and there was no certaini-
ty of accountability. Even the Supreme Judicial Council’s role raised
questions about its credibility. Each organ of the state must operate
within its boundaries. Independence of the judiciary is important
for the rule of law, subject to accountability. The honourable judges
of the superior courts should review their performance, conduct
and the quality of justice being dispensed. Their appointments and
removal should be through open-merit and public hearings policy.
There should also be a supervisory board of retired judges of unim-
pechable repute to monitor the performance of each judge in terms
of their conduct and judgments. True democracy and rule of law
cannot be ensured without such effective reforms. We cannot re-
store people’s confidence in our judicial system without establish-
ing strict accountability procedures. Civilised nations ensure that
judges are not biased and uphold the Constitution. Ethical princi-
ples for judges, should disqualify themselves in any case in which
they believe that a reasonable, fair-minded and informed person
woiild have a reasoned suspicion of conflict between a judges inter-
est and a judge’s duty. The global ethical principles about conduct
and impartiality of judges are very clear. We need to take inspira-
tion from such references. Our honourable judges need to ponder
over the amortising public trust level and bring about reforms in
their institutions. Justice is an indispensable pillar of the society.
Judicial reforms should not be ignored. An independent and im-
partial judicial system is essential, in fact sine qua non, for the rule
of law and democratic dispensation in any society. Therefore, the
judges have to pass through a strict scrutiny process and all infor-
mation about them is made public. Such scrutiny is conscpicuous
by its absence it Pakistan. The United States, in a recent Judicial
Conference, adopted various measures to enhance transparency.
A report by Denmark Domstole, titled, A close look at the courts
of Denmark, shows that in Demark between 2018 to 2020 on an
average 800,000 cases per year were decided The independence
of Norway’s judicial system is exemplary as well. They have opted
for the best prison reforms, following Sweden's example, and offer
free legal assistance in civil suits. However, the supervisory Judi-
cial Committee, an independent disciplinary board, monitors the
judges’ professional conduct. Similarly, Finland follows strict laws
to ensure transparency and accountability in its judicial system.
Chapter 40 of the Finnish Criminal Code, which deals with offenc-
es in the office, is equally applicable to judges. These included auto-
mating the release of judges’ financial disclosure reports, as well as
an amended conflict screening policy that requires judges to sign
a model conflict certification statement twice a year. Besides, the
judicial conference requires consistency of approved model plan
by each circuit council with the implementation of the mandatory
conflict screening. It is time for Pakistan to raise its judicial stand-
ards. Our judicial system should wphold basic human rights. Paki-
stan is one of the countries where the people have paid a huge price
for the independence of judiciary. It may be noted that although
judicial systems in these countries are independent and public
acceptance level is greater than in underdeveloped country, they
believe in ensuring transparency and adopt strict accountability
mechanisms for their judges. No wonder, people in these countries
trust their judicial system more than any other public office. It is
the need of the hour to bring about sweeping reforms in crimi-
nal and civil laws and an administrative system to ensure justice
is available to all segments of society and assure the people that all
rank and file are equal in the eyes of the law. The imminent need
for these reforms and amendments can be judged from the fact
that the justice system is being reformed in Pakistars history by
attempting to counter structural issues that have hindered justice.
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sence of govt writ 1s the worst governance!

Article 140A of the Conmstitution says each province shall, by law establish a local government system and devolve
political, administrative and financial responsibility and authority to the elected representatives of the local governments.

B}f Kasar Mirza

od governance is the root

canse of all ills in Pakistan.

Absence of government writ
is the worst kind of governance. Bad
governance is the breeding ground
for corruption, which damages a
country’s development, and is high-
ly regressive and inequitable. Paki-
stan, i facing numerous challenges
and issues since long, so the Cov-
id-imbected word lunches inte 2021,
with a mix of hope and concem.

The solution Lez m two
things: establishment of the
local povernmeniz Im  com-
formity with Article 1404,
and changing the way we
elect our represemtatives.

Fakistan is not o unigque case. &
mamber of countries have encoun-
tered broadly similar  economic
challenges, implemented  appro-
priote pelicies, and have restored
self-sustaining rapid growth with
internal and external stability over
the medium term after appropriate
policies were implemented. Paki-
stan cannot get out of the carrent
eccnomic malaise and resume sus-
tainable growth without excessive
dependence on external handouts.
The Pakistani authorities struggled
to develop a coberent adjustment
En:-gm.m; policy  implementaticn
as also remained imndequate. Crit-
ial ditferemces betwesn Fakistan
and countries that have recently
adjuste smaccessfully — such as Chile,
Brazil and Turkey - lies in Pakistan’s
imability to grasp the sericusness
of the economic crisis and lack of
commitment to the needed pelicy d

commitment to the needed policy

reform, that is, poor governance.
The deterioration of Palistans econ-
carry over the three decades can
ke attributed to the continuation of
inappropriate macrosconcmic poli-
cies that focused on credit-financed
consumption demand and imports to
promote grovwth as external resource

ressures were snsed by debt relief
and increased foreign aid Pakistan is
encountering two inter-related prob-
lems; macmoeconomic  imbalances
and inflaticnary pressares which re-
flect an expansicnary and dysfunc-
tional fiscal policy supported by a
compliant monetary pelicy; and low
domestic savings which, given the
increasing strains on external debt
sastainability and & poor outlock for
private capital inflows, are inade quate
to sustain imvestment that is needed
for a higher growth rate. Even if en-
ergy shortages were to ke addressed
and the fiscal position s less onerous
than at present, there is a high risk
that the economyy may permanenth
fall beloawr the potential growth peth,
estimated at about &7 per cent per
anoum. The cbwious fallout would
be imcreased umemployment pres-
sares which, in turn, will spur po-
litical instmbility and militancy. The
viscous circle would grow more in-
tractable. A new strategy is needed
that will not anly change the sources
of growth bt also aler the mode of
implementing pelicies. The economy
should ke mhalanced toward high-
er imvestment and exports and away
from consumption, particulady of
the public sector. This will call for net
caly correcting the macroeconomic
imbalances, but — mere important-
by — significantly incremsing domes-
tic sawings in a sastainable fashiom,
reducing dependence on uncertain
and addictive foreign assistance and
shifting imvestment to export-orien-
tedactivities. There is also an increas-
ing rcogniticn that the deteriorating
ofhicial capacity to formulate and im-
plement policy reforms - worsening
governance — has become a prima
ry impediment which is building on
itself. The current adjustment pro

gramme that is supported by an IMF
stand-by arrangement is essentially
tentative and needs to be better inbe-
grated with a longerterm growth strat-
ey, A sustained increase in domestic
savings to serve as the primary source
of imrestment iz central to self-sus-
timing growth and  adjustment.
Good govemance implies not canly
absence of corruption, but alse —
and more importantly — not leaning
against market fores unless there
is an explicit case of market failure.
Regulation, including of the fran-
cial sector, should aim ot improv-
ing resource allocation, not harning
the stte as allocator of resounces.

was initially divided and sabdued
has now grown dehant and is even

planning to overthrow the gow-
ernment. Dialogue is the onby way

forward The nation cant afford
mistakes of the past year repeated.
Article 1404 of the Constitution oy
each province shall, by law establish
a local government systern and de-
volve political. administrative and
financial responsibility and authority
to the elected representatives of the
lecal governments. The real issue is
of good governance. The successive
governmerts have failed to deliver
to the people because of the perpet-
uation of the archaic colonial system

Bad governance is the breeding sronnd for corrupdion, which
damaze: a coundry’™s development, and iz hizhly regressive and
inequitable. Hiztory kas shown repeatedly that po simgle in-
stifution enjoys absolute power mor cam it ron the state alone.
Paldstan™s geo-sirategic and security meeds, the establishiment
ha: an important role to play which must be acdmonledaed.

Foreign fnancing requirements are
increaging ot @ time when mrailakali-
ty of such financing is shrinking for
Pakistan. The lack of leadership at the
pelitical as well as at the technocrat-
ic levels might let the moment slip if
wrgent action is nok taken to mest the
challerges with a firm determination.
5o the new year throws the same old
challerges at us — apart from Covid,
of course. Unfortunately, these chal-
lenges hevegrown even more serious
during the two and a halfyears of the
incumbent government. The hostil-
ity between the government and the
oppesition has peaked. It is the lack
of pedormance on the part of the
government that the opposition that

of governance which has in built av-
enues of graft and eotitbement. The
solution lies in two things: estab-
lishment ofthe local governments in
conformity with Article 1404, and
changing the way we elect our wp-
resentatives. As far as providing ps-
tice to the people at their doorsteps
or near their homes goes through
the implementation of reforms in
CPC, and sepamating the judiciary
from the administration in line with
Article 175(3).0ne big lesson from
the political and economic history
of Pakiston is that ad-hec and in-
organic political arrangements are
destined to fail socner or later. | is

the elitist classes and feudal lords on
the pelitical power by changing the
present system of election. The

alent systern strengthens the hold of
the feudal loads or the elitist classes
belonging to the wrban aress which
have a common interest in perpet-
uating the archaic colonial srstem
of governance. The FTTs regime has
failed on three mest important ac-
counts: governance; sconomny; and
foreign  policy. Transparency In-
ternaticnal says corruption has in-
creazed manifold in Pakistan sioce
PTI came into power. The UNDFs
Human Development Index (HDI)
Report, Pakistans ranking became
waorse under the PTIE government.
The ADB bas projected that Pakistan's
economic growth will be ocne of the
lowest, with highest inflaticn in the
region in the coming years — drop-
ping from near six percent io 20]7-
18, The country has been loaded with
non-productive Rsll trillicn debt n
just two years. Morecwer, Pakistan
has ome of the highest rates of food
inflation compared to cther countries
in the regicn - and for the first time
the country will b= importing wheat,
sugar and cotton. Due to incompe-
tence and comuption, hundreds of
billicns have been lost in scandals
like the LHG, sugar and wheat crises,
BET Peshawar etc. Pakistans relaticn
with its allies and brothedy countries
have become uneasy due to the FTT:
foreign policy; Pakistan has faced an
unimaginable diplomatic fiasco in
the case of Oocupied J8E by India.
History has shown repeatedly that
no single institution enjoys absalute
power nor can it man the sate alone.
Pakistans geo-strategic and sscurity
needs, the establishrment bas an im-
portant roke to play which must be
acknowledged. Indesd. all fostitu-
tions must operate in harmony. The
crisis consists precisely in the fact
thit the old is dying and the new can-
not be bom. We a5 o mation need to
learn ome lesson from the success of
cur friend China: ecomomic devel-
opment is the caly way forward, and
it requires political stability, social
golidarity and certainty. The interest
of Pakistan hos to be put supreme.

Covid has damaged our small businesses.

B}f JoHN HARRIS

f you had to design a scenario

guaranteed to fatten up big busi-

niess while squashing the rest of
the econemy, it would probably r=-
se mble what Eritain is lving through.
Thousands of independent business-
es are shuttered up. Amazon and the
big supermarkets, boosted by the
suspension of anything cther than
“essential” rewil bt gleefally selling
a buge range of stuff, have carved up
consumer spending between them.
And the economic impact of Cov-
id-19 is pow fusing with an issae
that will endure even as lockdown

dire effects of Brexit cn smaller com
regrictions are evermaally emsed: the
panies staring into the future with
a mixture of fear and bafflement
Amid the pandemic, there is not
much rocm for this story to intrade,
But week by week, things are start-
ing to become clear. Figures to be
published today in the latest Manu-
factaring Barometer survey of small
and mediam-sized firms show that
two-thirds of such companies have
seen negative price changes in their
sapply chains since leaving the ELL
A majority, meanwhile, haove seen
post-Erexit “complications” with both
experting and importing. Roughly a
week age, it was reported that exports
going from the UK to EU countries
via British ports were down 68% year
cn year, By summer, the burgeaning
crisis that all of this highlights may
hove burst into the palitical fore-
ground. Last week, [ talked to people
who make their living in the UK’
fashicn and clothing industry. Their
trade is reckomned to be worth around
£35bn ayear to the UK sconommy, and
is routinely at the forefromt of British

trade missions and export drives.
But with the once-simple business
of selling intc Eurcpe mow o matter
of huge complexity, small companies
that were already haoving to deal with
Covid restrictions are facing a set
of impossible obstacles. After three
days of trying to comprehensively
understand the new rles governing
UTE-EL trade, 1 can safebr say that it

Now Brexit might

Jbuat small businesses are mired in
no end of problems. Some have been
forced to put up the prices offer=d
to customers in EU countries by as
much as 30%; others have put up
motices cnline bluntly telling people
that they ars "unable to fulfll orders
to Eurcpe” Ben Taylor 29, is the
co-founder of the knitwear compa-
oy Country of Origin - a proudly

Multinationals can just about cope with the
new UK-EU trading rules, but independent
businesses are mired in problems

gives you the mother of all headaches.
Among the most basic changes are
“import VAT" now being payable in
the countries where exports are de-
livered, some goods being subject to
customs duties, and even the most
basic traresactions suddenly being
synomymous with omerous paper-
work, “debuarsement charges™ amd
hiked courier fees Multiceticnals
can just about cope with these things,

ethical firm that directly employs
four other pecple and has a stake in
a factory in Leicestershire, where
arcund 15 others worke Arcund a
third of the company’s turnower, he
told me, came from trade with peo-
P in EU countries, many of whom
are  individual customers buying
sweaters cnline. “Its been absohute-
by disastrous since Brexit” he said
“Wed been doing quite big numbers,

finish them off

but theyve declined rapidhy” He reck-
cned that every one of & few handred
Eurcpean orders since the new year
had fallen wictim to some isue oo
other imvolving customers having to
pay eye-watering extra charges. One
punter in the Metherlands, for exam-
ple, had recently bought a sweater,
cnly to ke billed €100 (£BR) for “gow-
ernment fees’ 5o as not to alienate
people, his company was reimbursing
amyome hit with these extra charges,
but that cleary cannot go on indefi-
nitely, “Theres absclutely no beneft
right now in us trading with Europe,”
be said “Which is ridiculous Half
an hour later after talking to him, 1
was on a Zoom call to Anma Foger,
the creator of a tmilblazing, two-per-
son company called ELV (it stands
for East London Vintage) that makes
high-end jeans using recycled demim.
The pandemic, she mid, meant that
comversations in eachy 2020 aboot
gocking her ol cthes with big Britizh
retailers had been put on hald ; Brexit
had miow ensured that the samie had
happened with potentially prom-
ising trading partners in Europe.
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t has been over a decade since the

state made a promise to every child

between the ages of five and 16 years
of free and compulsory education. The
compulsory range of school going age Is
stipulated as five to 16 years under arti-
cle 25.A of the Constitution. But Pakistan
is facing a serious challenge to ensare all
children, particularly the most disadvan-
taged, attend, stay and learn in school
With an increasing population and a bur-
geoning youth cohort, Pakistan now has
more than 75 million children between
five and 16 years. Currently, Pakistan has
the worlds second-highest number of
out-of-school children (OOSC) with an
estimated 25 million children aged 5-16
not attending school, representing 35 per
cent of the total population in this age
growp.
Of these, the public schooling system only
caters to 24 million and private schooling
system caters (o 26 million, with over 25
milion currently out-of -school-children
(OOSC). Pakistan is facing a serious chal.
lenge 0 ensure all children, particularty
the maost attend, stay and
learn in school While the percentage var-
jes, this age-specific statistic provides an
insight into what is needed to ensure that
the over 50 per cent of five year olds who
are not enrolled, or the 48 per cent of 16
year olds who have dropped out or nev-
er enrolled, are provided an appropriate
educational platform. Almost 3.8 million
children, with 2.5 million between 14 and
16 years, enrolled in an educational in-
stitution but dropped out. While enroll-
ment and retention rates are improving,
progress has been slow to improve educa-
tion indicators in Pakistan. in the 5-9 age
group, 5 millon children are not enrolled
in schools and after primary-school age,
the number of OOSC doubles, with 11.4
milion adolescents between the ages of
10- 14 not receiving formal education. Dis-
parities based on gender, sodo-economic
status, and geography are significant; in
Sindh, 52 percent of the poorest children
(58 percent girls) are out of school, and
in Balochistan, 78 percent of girls are out
of school. Nearly 10.7 million boys and
8.6 million girls are enrolled at the pri-
mary level and this drops to 3.6 million
boys and 2.8 million girls at the lower sec-
ondary level Gaps in service provigon at
all education levels ks a major constraint
to education access. Socio-cultural de-
mand.-side barriers combined with eco-
nomic factors and supply-related lssues,
together hamper access and retention of
certain marginalized groups, in particular
adolescent girls. Putting in place a credi-
ble data system and monitoring measures
to track retention and prevent drop-out of
out-of-school children is still a challenge.

Who's responsible for 23-Million Out of School Children?

‘There are two types of OOSC: Children
who have never attended school and
Children who have attended school in the
past but have dropped out. Each type cor-
responds to a different set of factors and
policy implications. some of which are
discussed subsequently. Out of all chil-
dren in Pakistan between the ages of five
to 16 years, 35 per cent, i.e. one third, are
out of school. This amounts to an estimat -
ed total of over 25 million. Balochistan
has the highest proportion of OOSC at 47
per cent followed by Sindh at 44 per cent
In absolute terms, Punjab has the largest
total population of OOSC roughly esti-
mated at 8.7 million followed by Sindh at
7.5 million. Proportion of OOSC varies
considerably among and within provine -
es. District level data from all provinces
identifies the enormity of the challenge
facing provincial and district education
apparatuses. Gender dis-

parity in education has “
remained a persistent
challenge. Among the out
of school children, 54 per
cent are girls and 46 per
cent are boys This trans-
lates to 11.8 million girls
and 10.2 million boys not
going to schools across
the country. Rural areas
of the country account for
154 million of the total
OOSC, with 4.6 million
of the children not going
to school residing in ur-
ban areas. The rural ma-
jority of Pakistan’s OOSC
is a factor that remains
uniform in many districts
across the four provinces.
Of all children between
the ages of 5-16, the high-
est enrolment rate is ob-
served among nine years
olds (82 per cent) followed by 11 year
olds (81 per cent). The same trend is ob-
served for boys and girls virtually across
the range of five to 16 years. The only
difference Is percentage of enrolment of
eachage group is higher for boys than
girls. The dropout ratio rises steadily with
age. However, the proportion of children
who have never attended school remains
overwhelming at all age levels. First time
access to school is poorer in Balochistan
than in any other province. The govern-
ment needs to radically improve first
time enrolments at early age groups and
first time enrolments In accelerated pro
grammes for children between the ages
of 10-16 years. Subsequently, it needs to
build on the gains in enrolment to target
at-risk students in higher age groups. Fif-
ty-three per cent of all out of school 16
year olds in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have
never been to school The dropout ratio-
rises steadily with age. Early years access
needs to be enhanced through aggres-
sive targeting of pockets of OOSC pop

ulbtion that has never been to school
At systems level inadequate financing,
limited enforcement of policy commit-
ments and challenges in equitable Im-
plementation impede reaching the most
disadvantaged An discouraging decrease
in recent education has been ob-
served in the total GDP, which is already
well short of the 4 percent target. In or-
der to accelerate progress and ensure the
equitable expansion of quality education,
Government of Pakistan's should do more
efforts to significantly reduce the mumber
of OOSC at pre-primary, primary and
lower secondary levels. Pakistan educa-
ton programume should focus on Early
Childhood Education (ECE) to improve
school readiness; expansion of equitable
and quality alternative learning pathways
{ALP) at basic education levels; and mur-
turing of school-community linkages to

increase on-time enrol-

ment, reduce drop-outs,

and enswre completion

and transition for all stu-

standing of the
equity challenge ... planning and budg-
for these 25
million out-of-
schools-children "¢ c¥idence-based policy

we should contribute more
equity-focused provincial

eting strengthening data
and assessment systems;

advocacy. Investment in

especially girls, guality early learning and

between the
ages of five and mportant that young chil-
16 years is need-
ed, it's their con- on primary school enrol-
stitutional right ment, survival and kam.

and our duty. ing, and is cost-effective.

pre-primary education s

dren be ready for school
has high positive impacts

Given the limited reach
and inequities in the pro-
vision of pre-primary edu.
”ﬂﬁmmum

ingly recognizing early
learning as a policy priority, and several

provinces have already developed ECCE
policies, plans, and standards. While sev.

eral models exist for ALPs, these are still
scattered and limited in scale. Pakistan-
must address the issue of OOSC through
studies, supporting provincial sector plan

development, development or review of
non-formal education policy and direct

programme implementation. Socko-cul-
tural demand-side barriers combined
with economic factors together drive ed-
ucation deprivation for certain groups of
children in Pakistan, particularly girls.
These barriers are further exacerbated
by a lack of parental awareness of ear-
ly lkearning. importance of on-time en-
rolment, and lack of social protection
schemes. However, there is ample room
for improvement In large scale envol-

ment campaigns during early years. Like

other provinces, the age group of nine
and above is vulnerable to dropouts. En-

rolment drives targeting younger OOSC
should be complemented with strategies

to improve retention towards the end
and beyond primary school level. The
necessary steps to address the sitwation
include radical improvements In early
years enrolments, and first time enrol-
ments for fast track programmes for chil.
dren between the ages of 10-16. Build-
ing on these the subsequent approach
should be to target at.risk students In
higher age groups to improve retention.
It is important to understand the rea-
sons behind children being out of school
Elghty -seven per cent of the children who
have not been to school reported it as too
expensive while 13 per cent gave oth-
er reasons for not enrolling in a school
Thirty-one per cent of the students who
dropped out from school were not will-
ing to continue attending school, while
19 per cent reported it as 100 expensive.
Thirteen per cent dropped out in order to
help at home or help with work. Eleven
per cent of the students dropped out of
school because parents and elders did not
allow and six per cent stopped attending
school because of long distance between
school and home. A deeper analysis of
the reason of students dropping out from
school at provincial level shows that dis-
tance between home and school contrib-
utes significantly to children dropping
out of school. The childrens willingness
and educational are cited as the
major reasons for dropping out of school
On the equity front, the state needs to en-
sure that the right to education for girls
in rural areas and children with disabil-
itles across the country Is provided for.
The literacy rate among persons with dis-
abiliies in 15 years or older is 31.5 per
cent, or almost half of the national aver.
age. Challenges in major urban centres
and those in rural areas are vastly differ-
ent. S0 will be their solutions. Bullding
high schools or upgrading existing pri-
mary and middle schools will solve only
a part of the problem.

Unless the state responds to the reasons
why children are not in school in specif-
ic localities and reglons, a one-size fits
all educational service provision model
will continue to see a third of Pakistani
children never having the educational
and economic opportunities that should
be their right. Serious efforts need 1o be
made to ensure that Pakistan has a large
population of literate and educated girls
and women, only bullding schools will
not suffice. Therefore, Pakistan must fo-
cus more closely on the obstacles to on-
time enrolment, retention, completion
and transition. Equity-based investments
by government should continue 1o ensure
education systems Include the most dis-
advantaged girls and boys. Considering
insufficient and Ineffective allocation of
budgets, strategically engages In sector
planning. to capitalise on opportunities
to Influence decision-making on equity
issues. With growing technical capaci-
ty and focus on assessment of learning,
and international expertise also provides
an opportunity to add valee to Pakistan’s
efforts to improve assessment systems

System reforms help in improving ac-
countability and evidence-based deci-

sion making We must support healthy
dialogue on education budgeting and
public financing. to highlight areas of
improvement for better planning and
improvement in the education sector. A

understanding of the equity chal-
lenge for these 25 million out-of-schools-
children espedally girls, between the
ages of five and 16 years is needed, it
thetr constitutional right and our duty.



